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A Word
From Our President…

Gallery of Legends Hall of Fame
Inductees for 2018

Greetings Everyone,
We are off to an amazing start! The
stage is all set for Saturday, September
8, 2018, when we will share a truly
memorable and incredible evening. An
evening filled with laughter, frivolity and
celebration with family, friends and some
of the world’s best Olympic and professional acrobatic athletes!
Our 2018 Gallery of Legends Hall of Fame Honorees will each have a
video shown which is guaranteed to touch and capture your hearts, as
we take a trip down memory lane to view all of their wonderful and
amazing accomplishments. Then each honoree will put the finishing
touches on their wonderful life’s journey as they share and thank those
who were instrumental in helping make their dreams come true!
To add flavor and spice to our special evening, I am pleased to
announce that our Master of Ceremonies introducing this year’s
amazing class of honorees is none other than “the voice of Olympic
gymnastics,” Mr. Gordon Maddux! If you recall, he was the lead
announcer for ABC’s Wide World of Sports and loved announcing
the Olympic gymnastics competition! Thank you Gordon, we can’t
wait to hear you and see you back in action!
Since the recent announcement of the class of 2018 Gallery of
Legends Hall of Fame inductees, people have already begun registering
and are reserving their rooms at the Tuscany Suites & Casino in Las
Vegas. This can be done by going to our website Worldacro.com and
clicking on the “2018 Congress & Banquet” link. If you want to see
who is being honored, just click on the “2018 Inductees” link.
In addition, we are hosting a Collegiate Artistic Gymnastics
Reunion, on Friday, September 7, 2018. You may register for this
event on our website as well. Worldacro.com
I thank each of you for your support of our World Acrobatics
Society Gallery of Legends Hall of Fame and I look forward to
seeing you at our exciting event in September, in Las Vegas!
Respectfully,
David

Artistic Gymnastics:
Olga Korbut and Hali Sheriff
Diving:
Randy Ableman and Kent Ferguson
Extreme Sport:
Keith Gabel and Aaron Fotheringham
Professional Acrobatics:
Bernard Petiot and Dustin Webster
Trampoline & Tumbling:
Sue Challis, Tim Hall and Terry Wright
Lifetime Achievement Award:
Ed Cole, Bobby Dixon and Larry Gleason
Golden Achievement Award:
Announcement coming soon.
Charlie Pond Award:
Announcement coming soon.
These outstanding individuals have excelled in their
specific disciplines with many continuing to stay
involved in a professional and exemplary manner,
contributing to society and the growth of acrobatics on a
national and worldwide basis!
JOIN US in honoring these talented individuals at the
World Acrobatics Society 2018 Congress and Gallery of
Legends Hall of Fame Banquet, September 7-9, 2018,
at the Tuscany Suites & Casino, in Las Vegas, Nevada.
Details can be found at: www.WorldAcro.com
WAS
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WAS Inductee Videos: Then and Now
One favorite tradition at every WAS Awards Banquet is when we get to see the
exciting video that accompanies each inductee’s introduction. However few of us know
much about when this tradition started or who creates them fro WAS. Let’s dive into
learning more.
The tradition of creating and showing inductee videos at the annual WAS banquets
began in 2003, with WAS past-President, John Deininger. He not only created the first
crop of videos shown that year, but Deininger went on to single-handedly create an
additional 90+ videos, spanning the years from 2003 to 2013!
The responsibility for making the inductee videos has since passed through several
hands, with Kurt Rasche producing last year’s collection of dynamic videos. Kurt has been
invited to create our inductee videos again this year and we caught up with him and asked
about his creative process.
Kurt, tell us a little about yourself and how you became involved with WAS?
Kurt Rasche

I’m a self-taught internet/social media marketer. I have my own business, Max Power
Marketing, which works primarily with Fantasy RV Tours (FRVT). Working with FRVT, I
have become close friends with their CEO/Founder and WAS Board member, Nel Filliger .
It was through her that I became aware of the WAS organization and it was her
enthusiasm for WAS that inspired me to help.
How many hours would you say goes into creating each video?
Technically, creating the videos themselves is a pretty small piece of the puzzle. I
have a cutting-edge PC running with 4 monitors plus the latest software to make the final
product. It is the prep work; photo-shopping, organizing the materials, coming up with a
theme and finding the music to match the inductees and their accomplishments which
takes many hours to complete. If I had to put a number to it, I would say somewhere
between 5-15 hours per video overall, depending on what we have been given to work
with. Thankfully, Nel is there to help me pick out the best photos and videos to fit each
recipient.

Nell Filliger

Do you work on these videos alone?
Again, we have a yes and no situation. The “Yes” is in creating the videos themselves.
I have a home office with the software needed to put everything together. I end up using 5
pieces of software to get to the final product: Photoshop®, After Effects CC (special
effects), PowerPoint (or others like it to lay out the timeline), Audition CC (sound Editing)
and Premier Pro CC (the final piece that puts all of it together for the final edit and render).
The “No” is because Nel plays a critical part along the way. She lays out the story I
am to create and has final say on what makes it into a video. She selects what she
believes are the best images submitted and helps me get the video down to the best clips
by getting online with me and telling me what can be cut or added to maximize the
excitement and capture the moments.
What advice can you give inductees when selecting and submitting their photos
and videos to help you with the editing process?

John Deininger

Getting us the best images and video they can as quickly as they can is the key to a
fantastic video. Last year, inductees that sent their material first got more attention. This
was and will be the hardest part of the process. We are working mostly with what the
inductees or their families provide us.

Continued on page #3
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WAS Inductee Videos:
Then and Now Continued

Interview With a Legend:
Tom Gompf

The format they submit them in is not a big deal,
but the quality and quantity will make a huge
difference in the final product. Photos received that
need to be scanned require the largest amount of
work. I want them to look their absolute best, so most
of my time is spent in Photoshop® doing just that. This
is especially true for older inductees. Images and
video wasn’t as prevalent back in their day and they
may not have received any “prime time TV coverage”
like an Olympian would. If they are an Olympian, it’s
easier, as I can search Google and YouTube for
footage and images. I certainly want to make
everyone’s presentation look on par with an Olympian,
but that can be tough if we don’t have much material
or receive material late in the process. It all comes
down to content received when a quick Google search
can’t give me what I need. Also, Google may not
match the quality found in their private collections.
Inductees supplying what THEY are most proud of
makes it all the better.

Although Tom Gompf is known as an
Olympic 10 Meter Platform diver who
won the bronze medal in the 1964
Olympics, this accomplishment was
probably just the beginning of his diving
career. Since 1977, Tom has nationally
and internationally sat on Committees
and Boards for both FINA, USOC, in
helping develop and grow the sport of
Diving and the four disciplines of
aquatics. He helped establish U.S.
Diving, Inc. in 1980 and serves as the only continuous board member.
He served four years as its president (1985-90) and since 1998 has
been president to United States Aquatic Sports which represents all
the disciplines and reports directly to FINA. Tom has received the
FINA silver and gold pins.

What do you enjoy the most during the creative
process?
My favorite part is adding effects and music
when all the “hard work” is done. Picking out the right
song or songs and tweaking videos to sync up with a
moment in a song. That’s really fun. Sometimes
working on it, it can tug at my heart strings or really get
me pumped up while watching an athlete do their thing
to a certain song. It’s also a blast to work with Nel. She
really puts her heart and soul into it and that comes
through when we are going over options. I’m not a part
of their world, so her input helps me understand. In the
end, I just want the inductees to feel they were
represented in the way they deserve. If I feel I did that
– it’s exhilarating.
Is there anything else you'd like our WAS members
to know?
It’s an honor to work on their videos. It’s a blast
to watch these inductees develop into champions over
the years and accomplish what I could only dream of. I
just hope I do them proud!
Everyone at WAS thanks both Kurt and Nel for
their enthusiasm, hard work and effort to help
make our WAS Gallery of Legends Hall of Fame
banquet a success for all who attend!
Note: All of our past inductee videos can be
viewed on the WAS YouTube channel. Look for the
handy link on www.worldacro.com

How did you get started in acrobatics?
My most successful event was in 10 Meter Platform Diving where I
won the Bronze Medal at the Tokyo Olympic Games in 1964, several
US National Championships and several International Championships
along the way.
Were you active in one or many different types of acrobatics
(which ones)?
I was active in Trampoline winning the 1961 NCAA Championship,
and I won the World Professional High Diving Championships in
1970 and 1971. I also participated in various tumbling events where
my best was a 4th place in the 1960 National AAU Championships.
What was your most positive experience you had while
participating in acrobatics?
I had many positive experiences besides the Olympic Games and NCAA
Championships. I was lucky to have traveled Internationally performing
in U.S. State Department sponsored tours. Performing a diving
exhibition for Princess Grace in Monaco was an enviable experience.
Was there any person you looked up to when you were involved
in acrobatics?
There were many heroes in Gymnastics and Diving that I looked up to
during my competitive career. Probably the person I admired most
was Don Harper from Ohio State University. Don won every NCAA
title in Diving and Trampoline that he competed in while in College,
the 1st ever Pan AM Trampoline Championship and a Diving Silver
Medal in the Olympic Gamers.
Is there anyone in your life you would like to thank for the
success you had in your career in acrobatics?
There were too many to single out. Mike Peppe, OSU Coach, Don
Harper, Trampoline Coach, and Dick Smith, my post graduate Coach
were 3 that had equal amounts of influence.
WAS
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Bobby Dickson’s Comedy Corner
Gymnasts Causing Heart Attacks:
Temple gymnasts trained in a gym on the first floor. The athletic locker room was on the second
floor and the stairs led up to a balcony overlooking our gym before heading into the locker room.
As the football team returned from practice one afternoon, my teammates Jay Geist and Rick Lund
were acting up at the top of the stairs. Rick was complaining how school was getting him down and
things were going badly in his life. Jay was doing his best to calm him down, but Rick suddenly said: "I've had it. I'm going
to end it all right now."
He then jumped over the balcony in full view of the football team. In a panic, they all ran to the railing only to see Rick
grinning up from a 12" Nissen "crash pad" (they had just come out) on which he had landed after doing a 3/4 front
somersault.
The shocked look on their faces, followed by huge laughter was priceless.
Submitted by Fred Turoff - Former head Coach of Temple Gymnastics and a WAS Legend

And here is our first 'Guess Who'.
I first met and competed with him at the Scandinavian All Star meet in Phoenix and Tucson in 1968. On my arrival, I
was informed that I had a roommate, but wasn't told that he was crazy. As I entered the room, he was sitting in a lotus
pose in the middle of his bed, eyes closed, meditating and humming some indistinguishable sound.
My first thought was, OMG, how lucky am I...they've given me a wacko for a roommate.
As time has passed, it turns out that I was right after all.
Submitted by Paul Tickenoff - Former National AA Champion & Gymnastics Judge Supreme
The identity of this 'Guess Who' gymnast will be revealed in the next WAS newsletter but send your guesses to me at
dixoncomedy@gmail.com and let's see how many get this right.

Important Announcement:
WAS is putting together an act with Eastern European acrobats. We are going to call them 'Czechs and Balances'.
Kudos to Dagmar for this one!
•••••••••••••••
We still need your...or anybody else's...rituals, habits or good luck traditions before a performance or competition.
So keep sending your funny stories, quips, one-liners, superstitions, and memories to dixoncomedy@gmail.com so we can feature
them here.
And remember:
“A person with no sense of humor has no real
understanding of life.”
WAS

4

World Acrobatic Society
2018 Congress and Gallery of Legends Hall of Fame Banquet
Tuscany Suites and Casino
255 East Flamingo Road ~ Las Vegas, Nevada 89169

Master Schedule:
Friday, September 7th
5:00 – 10:00 p.m.

Welcome Reception in the WAS Hospitality Room (Room G-305)
Meet new members and catch up with old friends!
Congress & banquet sign-in will be available.
Hosts: David Jacobs and WAS Board Members.
(Free) Soft drinks and munchies will be provided.

7:00 – 10:00 p.m.

Collegiate Artistic Gymnastics Reunion (Siena Room)
A reunion of collegiate gymnasts, coaches and judges.
Hosts: Whitey Anson and Mike Jacki.
(Cost: $45.00) Includes one drink and hors d'oeuvres.

Saturday, September 8th
9:00 -11:00 a.m.

WAS Board of Directors Meeting (Florentine B)

9:00 –11:30 a.m.

Congress & Banquet sign-in (Room TBA)
Please check-in and pick up your name badge.
WAS shirts will be for sale and for order.

12:30-4:30 p.m.*

WAS Congress Presentations (Florentine B)
12:30 – 12:45; Opening remarks by David Jacobs, WAS President.
12:45 – 2:45; Meet the Athletes Q & A.
3:00 – 3:30;
Bobby & Anoushka Dixon perform.
3:30 – 4:30;
To be announced.
Congress & banquet sign-in will be available.

6:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Banquet Reception Hour (Florentine A & B)

7:00 p.m.

Gallery of Legends Hall of Fame Banquet* (Florentine A & B)
*Men: Coat & tie (black tie optional), Women: appropriate evening attire.
WAS Hospitality Room (Room G-305)
Will open following the banquet.

Sunday, September 9th
9-12 noon

WAS Membership Meeting* (Siena Room)
*You must be a current/paid member to participate in voting.
WAS Congress Adjourns

Continued on page #6
5

Registration & Costs:
1.

2.

WAS Congress Presentations & Banquet: $100.00/per person*
*Please register and pay online at: www.worldacro.com
Note: Deadline for $100.00 fee is 8/25/2018
Fee will be $125.00 from 8/26-9/1/2018
Collegiate Artistic Gymnastics Reunion: $45.00/per person*
*Please register and pay online at: www.worldacro.com

Hotel Information:
Location:

Tuscany Suites and Casino
255 East Flamingo Road, Las Vegas, Nevada 89169
Hotel Telephone: (702) 947-5925

Special Room Rates:

Friday & Saturday $129.00; Sunday through Thursday $69.
Special rate is available only until August 8, 2018

Room Reservation:

1-877-887-2261 WAS Discount Code: 1497GC (for special rate)

Book Online: http://www.tuscanylv.com/ Group Code: 1497GC (for special rate)

Want to Keep Receiving the
WAS Newsletter?
Then JOIN or RENEW your membership in the World
Acrobatics Society today! Don’t miss out on future
event announcements and all the news about your
World Acrobatics Society friends. Our membership
year runs from January 1st to December 31st.
Remember: this WAS newsletter and future issues will
be sent to current paid members only. To JOIN or
RENEW your membership online just go to
worldacro.com and follow the online instructions.

We would like to hear from you! Send us any information you want
to share on yourself, what is happening in your life, fun photos, or
anything you know that is happening in the acrobatic world. We
will place it here, in Acro-Chatter. Send info to jbertz@mac.com

WAS Mission
The mission of the World Acrobatics Society is to advance
the education, communication and cooperation among all
individuals and organizations interested in fostering the
growth, development and safety of the various acrobatic
disciplines along with preserving their histories.
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The World Acrobatics Society is a not for profit
private foundation. Corporate and individual
donations to WAS, are 501 (c) (3) deductible.

