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A Wo r d Fro m O u r P re s i d e n t
One of the truly rewarding
elements of my association
with the WAS Organization
is the ability to make contact and socialize with some
of the most outstanding personalities of the World. Each
year the Society meets for
several days in Las Vegas to
celebrate common interests
and acknowledge Acrobatic
careers that have become Legendary. The gathering is a unique experience and where else can you
mingle with the diversity of Divers, Gymnasts,
Professional Performers, Hollywood Stuntpeople,
Extreme Athletes, Coaches and Contributors who
have spent their lives advancing Acrobatic pursuits…. together in the same environment?
Jim Bertz has produced another entertaining
newsletter which talks of my long time friend
Sammy Lee. I sat with Sammy a few weeks ago
at another function and marveled at his 90 year
old wit and energy. As a diver it is easy for me to
relate to someone like Sammy and his stories. A
more surprising thing happens when I listen to
Acrobats from other fields. The surprise is the
fundamental commonality inherent in all
Acrobatic pursuits. Concepts of spinning, twisting, somersaulting and the biomechanics used are
similar across all venues whether it be the gyrations of a person on the end of a fifty foot bungie
tether at the Cirque Du Solie show or a triple
reverse from the high bar in a gynastics routine.
It is this type of bonding with World
Champions that makes my membership in the
World Acrobatics Society rewarding and the gathering in Las Vegas interesting and downright ...fun!!

Wo r l d A c ro b a t i c s S o c i e t y

Sammy Lee is to
Diving as John Wayne is to
Western movies. He is a
two time gold medal tower
diving Olympian in grabbing his golds in the 1948
and 1952 Olympics. He was
the first ever to double in
this event. In 1953 he won
the Sullivan Award as outstanding American Amateur
Athlete. In 1960 and 1964
he was named the US
Olympic Diving Coach. In
1968 he was inducted into
the International Swimming
Hall of Fame for his accomplishments in the diving
world. Finally in 2001 he was inducted into the Worlds
Acrobatics Society’s Hall of Legends. After all these accomplished milestones what could be left for Dr. Sammy Lee to
accomplish? Well, he recently completed the milestone of
turning 90 years young!
So how do you celebrate turning 90? Sammy’s family

Many Olympians from many different sports help Sammy celebrate his
90th birthday.
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made sure it was done in gold medal style. Over 200 diving
enthusiasts, friends, and family landed into the Huntington
Beach area to help in celebration. The party goers included,
47 Olympians, and 4 Sullivan Award Winners. There was a
cross section of past athletes from many sports.

City Of Los Angeles
D e d i ca t e s S q u a re To D r.
Sammy Lee
City of Los Angeles council
members Tom Labonge and Herb
Wesson were surrounded by
other Olympic names as they
honored and celebrated the great
achievements of Dr. Sammy Lee
in a dedication of a square in his
name. The square is in Korea
town and honors the legend and
accomplishments of Sammy
throughout his lifetime.
Sammy Lee was the first
American of Asian decent to win

Emcee John Naber presents three generations of Lees. Dr.
Sammy lee on the left, Sammy Lee Jr. in the middle and
Samantha Lee on the right.
The Lee family hosted the main event on July 31st at the
Seafood Palace in Westminster, California. The emcee for the
event was John Naber, 4 time Olympic gold medalist in
swimming.
During the ceremony John made a point of walking around
the room and allowing all members of the event to give there
story of Dr. Sammy Lee. Some were heartfelt, some funny
and some were just well wishes. This ended with Sammy’s
son, Sammy Jr. giving his words to his dad and explaining
how the party was tearing into his inheritance. Finally the mic
was given to Sammy and he, in turn walked around the room
addressing the members and giving his rendition of their past.
The event ended with a beautiful birthday cake.
I think it is safe for me to say from all members of The
World Acrobatics Society, that we wish Sammy the best on
his 90th birthday and may he have many more.

the gold medal in the Olympics. When Sammy was young
non whites could only use the pool one day a week, the pool
was then emptied and fresh water brought in. So he would use
the pool on that day and then would practice jumping into a
sand pile on other days. He was eventually discovered by Jim
Ryan and Jim would get him into the pool for the practice he
needed. Sammy went to college at Occidental and then on to

Birthday cake for Sammy’s birthday event.
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USC where he eventually earned his medical degree.
In 1948, when he was already 28, he would get his first
Olympic chance in diving. He would bring home the gold in
the platform event and the bronze in the three meter event. In
1952 he returned and repeated his gold medal honor on the
platform, becoming the first ever to win back to back diving
golds on this event.
Sammy went on to become active in the President’s
Council for Physical Fitness, coached Olympic athletes all
while he remained a father and a husband. He was beneficial
in the success of the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics and became
not only a legend in the worlds of diving and acrobatics, but
also a legend in the Olympic world.
The dedication which brought in many Olympic athletes
from many different sports, was not only the dedication of a
man’s life of hard work, but a symbol of what dedication and
love of sport and others can bring to the world. Dr. Sammy
Lee extended himself out to many and because of this many
are appreciative of his generosity in life.

graph. In a finishing touch, Dick adds just the right amount of
tongue in cheek humor as he eloquently introduces each Legend
at the annual WAS banquet. Dick's unique ability probably
comes from his Hoosier roots and his years of experience in
show business as a comedy act trampolinist.
Born in Indianapolis at Methodist Hospital on June 6th.
1931, Dick had an early interest in diving that was curtailed by
continuous bouts with sinus problems. In his youth, Dick could
be found rough housing in the north side Riviera Club
“Bullpen,” clown diving in the pool and then working at the
refreshment stand. If you happened to pass through Dick's
neighborhood near Butler University’s (Tony Hinkle) Field
House you may have caught Dick tossing a front somersault off
the garage roof into a pile of leaves. You might have heard him
playing a little piano or blowing on his trumpet from his home
at 26 Meridian Place. If you were inclined to drive by
Shortridge HS, the Corinthian designed architectural limestone
and oak educational marvel, you might have seen Dick preparing for cross-country practice.
After high school, Albers enrolled at Indiana University (IU)
as a physical education major in the fall of 1950. Dick initially
participated in sports like cross-country, wrestling, basketball
and baseball. One day at IU, Dick saw the IU gymnastics team
captain bouncing up and down on the trampoline and Dick
wanted to do that too. Dick became hooked on trampoline for
life. He had found his passion. Sinus problems were not a problem when bouncing trampoline. Dick would often say you can
take a trampoline anywhere and Dick certainly did. He began to
work out with the gymnastics team under the direction of Coach
Otto Ryser. Indiana was not known for its gymnastics prowess.
Dick had started as a non-scholarship athlete, left IU, and then
returned from the Army after serving in a special services unit
during the Korean Conflict. During his college eligibility years,
Dick won two Big Ten Championships (1955 & 56), two
North/South Meet Championships and an NCAA Championship
in 1955 on the trampoline. Albers was the first NCAA champion
in Indiana University gymnastics history. Dick also became
Indiana's first live mascot when he developed “The Old Hoosier
School Master” character. Most importantly, Dick met Jill
Harris, an Indianapolis gal, a University cheerleader and his
wife to be, in Bloomington. Albershardt was inducted into the
Indiana University Hall of Fame in 1994.
Abe Saperstein, the owner of the Halem Globetrotters, wanted Albershardt as a halftime act for his basketball games. After
weighing several important factors, Albershardt made the decision to finish trampoline competition and pursue a show business career. Dick toured with the Halem Globetrotters for over
five years during which he was married to Jill in 1956 and had
his first of four sons, Rick, in 1959.
After the Harlem Globetrotters, Dick began to pursue other
show business opportunities. One of his agents suggested he
shorten his last name so it could fit on the marquee for the show
ads. Dick complied. Alberstardt became Albers!
Dick would eventually make trampoline comedy appearances
in forty-nine states and thirty foreign countries. Alberstardt was
on the Ed Sullivan Show five times. He appeared on the Arlene

Dick Albershardt AKA Albers
2003 WAS Trampoline Legend
“A H o o s i e r H u m o r i s t ”
The World
Acrobatics Society
(WAS) will honor and
recognize its eleventh
class of Legends from
seven different acrobatic
fields during the WAS
Congress and banquet at
Circus Circus September
22 & 23 in Las Vegas.
Acrobats from the specific categories of acrobatic gymnastics, artistic
gymnastics, contributors,
diving, extreme sports,
professional performers
and trampoline & tumbling will be recognized.
Within WAS, certain members perform key roles in order to
complete the nomination, selection and recognition process for
the Legends class of each year. One of the key roles is serving
as the master of ceremonies (MC) at the annual WAS Legends
banquet.
Dick Albershardt, a 2003 WAS trampoline Legend, has
served ably as the WAS banquet MC for many years. Dick has
the unique ability to digest, dissect and condense a long career
resume of a legendary acrobat into a single encompassing para-
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Francis Show and the Bob Hope Christmas Special. Dick performed in American venues such as Madison Square Garden,
Radio City Music Hall, San Francisco's Cow Palace, New York
City's Latin Quarter, Chicago's Empire Room in the Palmer
Hotel, the Lido Show at the Las Vegas Stardust, The Follies
Berger at the Las Vergas Tropicana, Casino de Paris at the
Dunes, the Folies Bergere at the Tropicana and Harrah's at Lake
Tahoe.
Internationally, Albershardt performed at the London
Palladium, Olympia Music Hall in Paris, Nuremberg
Wintergarten, the bull arenas of Spain, Casino Du Liban in
Lebanon, London's Wembly Stadium, the Busch Berlin Circus,
Minskiy's Burlesque Follies and several Olympic Games stadiums to name a few. Dick would quip about entertaining at international venues: “laughter has no accent.”
Alberstardt rubbed shoulders with a wide array of show business personalities and stars including Johnny Carson, Dean
Martin, Jerry Lewis, Mitzi Gaynor, Phil Harris, George Goebel,
Charlton Heston. Dick particularly enjoyed working to the
sound of the big bands of the era and in particular, Les Brown,
his pal. Throughout his life Dick formed friendships with
dozens of athletes, professional performers and just plain friends
that are to numerous to name in this short article. But it should
be emphasized that these friendships and relationships were very
important to Dick Albershardt!
Dick made a decision to reduce the size of his trampoline
and do less complicated tricks in his trampoline act in order
make his trampoline easier to transport. George Nissen made a
special trampoline for Dick that consisted of fourteen pieces that
fit in seven cases. The trampoline was basically split into thirds
and had connecting sleeves in the oval frame design. The point
of the design was that Dick could reassemble his trampoline into
a compact unit that resembled a bellboy clothing rack. Dick's;
however, weighed 500 lbs. but he could wheel it through doorways, take it on elevators, put it in his trunk and transport his
tuxedo and gear in one load.
Bob Hope, who Albershardt had worked for earlier in his
career, asked Dick to join his entertainment troop going to
Vietnam to perform for US soldiers. Ann Margret, Linda
Bennett and Rosie Grier were among of the group's celebrities.
Dick toured all over Vietnam with Bob Hope's band of star
entertainers. One day when Bob was signing autographs for one
of his books, Hope signed a copy for Dick and then commented:
“someday, you’re not coming down.” Dick has written a personal autobiography by the same title that elaborates on much of
what is briefly touched on in this article. It is well worth reading. Many WAS members appreciate Dick's sense of humor and
timing, his warm friendship, and his ability to make us all
chuckle, laugh and applause. This Hoosier Humorist has not
come down. He will be introducing WAS Legends again at the
WAS banquet at Circus Circus September 23rd. Do not miss it!

T h e L o ss o f A n o t h e r
G re a t L e g e n d
Charlie Diehl, a 2005
World Acrobatics Society
Legend, passed away on
June 7, 2010 in Miami
Florida. A small ceremony
was held by family only in
his honor.
Charlie, born on
August 8, 1912, developed
into an athlete of many
trades. Known mostly as
the “World's Heavy Weight
Diving Champion” where
he weighed in as high as
256 pounds which was
largely unheard of in the
diving world.
By the time Charlie
had graduated from high school, he was already a World
record holder in the 100 back stroke and would go on to
USC where he would become a National backstroke
champion and a successful line man for the football
team. By the time he finished his collegiate career he
had won 4 national titles in swimming and diving.
Charlie went on to play professional football for the
then Cleveland Rams, continued in championship diving, and became a Wheaties “Breakfast of Champions”
star. Eventually he would go into show business as a
diver in aquatic shows where he would do everything
from straight competitive dives to zany comedy.
Throughout his acrobatic career he would perform in 12
movie short subjects and 23 newsreels atonishing thousands with his diving grace. Charlie also performed in
shows with WAS Legends Tom Gompf, Johnny Bower,
and our GOL Chair Dick Gutting.
Charlie eventually joined the Aqua Follies show,
where he would meet his wife, the former Peggy
MacNamara of Minnesota. They would have two children Peggie Jr., and Charlie III. Both siblings would
eventually join Charlie and their mother in the Aqua
Follies show. Charlie would remain with the Aqua
Follies for nineteen years.
Charlie's diversity in athletics proved to all that he
had both athleticism, grace and strength to be a champion.
he graced the world with his talents and the world is a
better place because of it. All of us at WAS will miss
him dearly and send our condolences to his family.

By: Bruce A. Davis, Professor Emeritus Miami Dade College
and Director of Flip Flops & Fitness of Apollo Beach, FL
Website: www.letstalkgymnastics.com, Telephone: (813) 6413375. Cell: (813) 361-8788.
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C o n g re ss 2 0 1 0 :
New Legends, New Speakers
and New Events
The World Acrobatics Society will be hosting its 2010 congress at the Circus Circus Resort and Casino in Las Vegas from
September 21 through September 23, 2010. The congress is
filled with meetings, speakers, events and the gala dinner to
induct its 2010 Gallery Of Legend recipients.
This year's event will start with it's bi-annual Board of
Directors' Meeting on Tuesday, September 21st in the
Hospitality room. This meeting is just for all members.
On Wednesday, Septermber 22nd the member events will
begin with registration starting at 8 am. Guest speakers will
make presentations from 9 am. until 5 pm. Guest speakers and
topics for this year are: George Hery - “The Laws of Physics as
they Relate to Sports Movements,” Luci Romberg - “Free
Running and Parkour,” Kermit Weeks - “Unleashing Human
Potential - A New Approach,” Marco & Paolo Lorador - “The
Life & Careers of the Alexis Brothers,” 1966 Women's
Gymnastics Team - “1966 World Championships at Dortmund
Revisited,” Sasha Piraval - “The History of Contortionism”
(including a performance), George Hery - “A Tribute to George
Nissen.” At 8 pm. the same evening, there will be a Birthday
Party for Muriel Grossfeld in the hospitality suite in the Casino
Tower room 1410.
On Thursday, September 23rd the day will begin at 9 am
with WAS's Annual Membership Meeting. This meeting will
include the following; President's Report, Membership Update,
Financial Report, Gallery of Legends, Nomination & Election of
Board Members, Other Business, and will end with Pamela
Pond presenting the Charlie Pond award for outstanding dedication to the World Acrobatics Society. The Annual Congress will
adjourn at this time. From 2 - 4 pm. members who wish may
attend a special rehearsal of the “Viva Elvis” show.
Thursday evening will include the Awards Dinner starting
with our red carpet event and cocktails at 6 pm. This dinner will
include the inductions of the 2010 Gallery of Legends and will
be hosted by Dick Gutting along with Master of Ceremonies,
Dick Albershardt. Inductees for this year's Gallery of Legends
are: Artur Akopyan (Artistic), Alexis Brothers, Marco & Paolo
Lorador (Pro Acrobatics), Nancy Theis Marshall (Artistic),
Tatiana Kovaleva (Trampoline), Steve McFarland (Diving), Luci
Romberg (Extreme), “Corky” Sebbo (T&T), Kermit Weeks
(Extreme), Glenn Wilson (Contributor), 1966 Women's
Gymnastics Team, Avis Tieber Jamieson, Carolyn Hacker Kohn,
Joyce Tanac Schroeder, Dale McClements Kephart, Kathy
Gleason Jachter, Linda Metheny Mulvihill, Debbie Bailey
Spencer, Doris Fuchs Brause Picchio, Donna Schaenzer Kramer
(Contributors)

Wo r l d A c ro b a t i c s S o c i e t y

Who's Who In The Hall of
Fa m e s
Every year different
acrobatic organizations
induct individuals into
their Hall of Fames.
2010 is no exception
and the diving, gymnastics and trampoline and
tumbling Hall of
Famers are out.
The late Larry
Griswold (WAS 2001
Legend) were inducted
WAS Board Members join Larry
into the International
Griswold’s children as they attended his Swimming and Diving
induction into Swimming Hall of Fame.
Hall of Fame. A world
famous acrobat, diver, inventor, author, coach and teacher known
as “The Diving Fool” who performed his slap-stick, comedy diving
act everywhere from county fairs to the Moulin Rouge in Paris, two
world fairs and command performances for royalty. Collaborated
with George Nissen to invent the trampoline, used in his act, helping him to become known as the “World's Greatest Comedy
Diver”. Larry will be enshrined into the ISHOF on May 8, 2010.
The International Gymnastics Hall of Fame inducted 5 new
members at its 14th annual ceremony on May 15. 2010. Being
inducted are Cathy Rigby (USA), Yuri Korolev (Russia), Henrietta
Onodi (Hungary), Mikhail Voronin (Russia), and International
Order of Merit Recipient Eileen Langsley (Great Brittian).
United States Gymnastics (USAG) inducted its new Hall of
Fame recipients August 13, 2010 at their National Congress in
Hartford, CT. Inductees for 2010 are: Wendy Bruce (Gymnastics),
Kevin Mazeika (Gymnastics Coach), Dominique Moceanu
(Gymnastics), Robert Null (T&T Coach), Jennifer Parilla
(Trampoline), Kip Simmons (Gymnastics), and Lifetime
Achievement Award to Ellen Garlicki Nyemcsik for lifetime work
in developing Rhythmic Gymnastics.

World Acrobatics Inc
5949 S. Birchwood Dr.
Ludington, MI 49431-9760
Phone: (231) 845-6492
Email: dserley@yahoo.com
Web: http://www.worldacro.com
Produced by: Jim Bertz
Edited by:
Bruce Davis, Duncan Erley
This newsletter is a production of the World
Acrobatics Society, Copyright © 11/15/2009
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World Acrobatics Society - Board of
Directors elected 9/24/09
President
1st VP
2nd VP
Treasurer

Board member (2012):
Don Leas
Board members (2010):
Scott Barclay
Paula Boelsems
Duncan Erley
Frank Gorman
Loren Janes
Joseph Schabacker
Board members (2011):
Dick Albershardt
A. Bruce Frederick
Archivist
Dick Gutting
GOL Chair
Jim Bertz
Bruno Klaus
Pamela Pond
International Representatives:
Tito Gaona
Eldon Godfrey
Website: worldacro.com
Webmaster: Emmanuel Durand
Newsletter Editor: Jim Bertz
Membership info: Duncan Erley

Get a head start on your
membership renewal!
Checks are now being accepted!
Membership dues:
(___) $35/Annual
(___) $150/Life
(___) $15/sustaining Life
An additional (tax deductible) contribution is always welcome! $
__________________
Mail a check payable to the World Acrobatics Society to:
Duncan S. Erley (dserley@yahoo.com)
5949 S. Birchwood Dr., Ludington, MI 49431-9760

Wo r l d A c ro b a t i c s S o c i e t y
5 9 4 9 S . B i r c h w o o d D r.
Ludington, MI 49431-9760

Officers: (2012)
John Deininger
Dr. William Marcus
Bruce Davis
George Hery

