
November 2020 

Notes of Grace 

“Abiding in Christ through grace, we are gathered to grow and sent to serve.” 

November 
Servants 

Acolyte  
 

    1   Ava Waller 
    8   Kaden Wendlandt 
  15   Max Hansch 
  22   Dustin Trettin 
  25   Nick Kosek 
  29   Baylee Hahn 

 

Communion  
 

Tim Olson 
 

Altar Guild  
 

Cheryl  Schwarze 
 

Ushers 
 

   1   Jeff & Shannon Streich,  
        Oather & Sandra Martin 
   8   Diana Lindeman, Blair Hansch, 
        Sherry Husske 
 15   Brad & Karla Trettin,  
        Tory & Mae Hansch 
 22   Keith & Jane Tongen,  
        Sarah & Louise 
25 (Thks Eve)  Youth Group 
29   Bruce & Sylvia Muecke 
             

Readers   
 

   1   Vicki Herrmann 
   8   Kerry Ward 
 15   Paula Katzenmeyer 
 22   Steffie Gronlund 
 25 (Thks Eve)  Youth Group 
 29   Keith Tongen 
 

 Greeters 
 

   1   Keith & Jane Tongen 
   8   Joyce Peterson & Yerks Boys 
 15   Nancy Deppe 
 22   Oather Martin Jr 
 25 (Thks Eve) Dave & Sharon Carrigan 
 29   Ben & Gloria Schuft 

Thanksgiving Meal offered by 
St. A’s in Hutchinson 

 

St. A’s Catholic Community will be serving a   
Take-out or Delivery Thanksgiving Meal. 

Pre-order by Friday, Nov 13 by calling  
320-587-6508 

 

Free Will offering goes toward Common Cup. 

Pastor’s Note 
 

Dear People of Grace, 
 

I write to you in the midst of an admittedly exhausted week! We unfortunately experienced 
our first Covid cases in our Grace community last week, and I spent a lot of time coordinating 
safety practices for our church with our Church Council, as well as getting my own Covid test 
(and anxiously awaiting the results!) 
 

I am grateful to say that my test was negative, as have been the tests of others who were 
exposed to Covid at a Council meeting at Grace. But even writing that sentence is anxiety-
provoking, as much of this year has been for all of us, in a variety of exhausting ways!  If I 
dwell there in that moment, thinking about how frustrating and exhausting and scary and 
monotonous dealing with this global pandemic has been, I can find myself frustrated and 
worn out and drained, as I’m sure many of you have been. 
 

But with the help of faith and prayer, I want to push out of that moment of frustration and into 
a moment of gratitude and worship. For we have also been blessed in this year as a church 
community. We’ve figured out together how to livestream worship and commune from little 
cups. We have fortunately not experienced any Covid deaths in our community, and we con-
tinue to pray for all those who have suffered the fallout of Covid severe illness and death, 
especially our frontline medical workers. 
 

I am also grateful for the ways that we have stuck together. Even as people have experi-
enced different types of hardships and frustrations during this year, and even as we inevita-
bly disagree at times about the best way forward, we have put our relationship and our com-
mitment to community first. Even though none of us love wearing masks at church and not 
getting to sing or hear the choir, our commitment to safety has meant that while there was an 
exposure to Covid at Grace during Council and in-person worship, that exposure has not 
resulted in positive tests for those exposed at Grace! What we are doing has been working. I 
hope you all can take pride in that, even as we together lament how different this year has 
looked than how we’d like it to look.                                                                                                                                                    

         (cont pg 3) 

 
Thanksgiving Eve Worship at 7pm at Grace 

Food Shelf Donations 
Sought 

 

Grace has started collecting food & monetary 
donations for the McLeod County Food Shelf. 

We will be collecting til end of  November. 
 

A grocery cart for food items & a collection jar 
are located in the Narthex.  
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October 14, 2020 at 7pm 
 

Attending: Keith Tongen, Vicki Schlenner, Nancy Deppe, Scott Katzenmeyer, Mary Bullert, Ben Schuft, Tim Olson, Michelle Gens 
and Pastor Angela  
Absent: Sharon Carrigan 
 

President Keith Tongen called meeting to order 
 

Pastor Angela led us in Prayer 
 

A motion was made to accept Secretary’s Report M by Tim/S by Nancy/C 
A motion was made to accept September Treasurer Report M by Mary/S by Ben/C 
 

Money received:             Month                YTD                                     Money Dispersed:          Month                YTD 
                                         $7,983.25           $69,821.04                                                                   $8,918.98           $79,241.81 
 

Correspondence 
Green Lake Bible Camp is planning for camp to be open for guests the summer of 2021 
 

Pastor’s Report 
1) Pastor Angela is glad people are staying connected and keeping her posted on events and individuals with needs. She is plan-

ning to meet with the worship committee and address future services Including the upcoming Holidays. Vicki and Terri have 
some ideas for music that may involve more instruments and less singing of hymns. 

2) We do not plan to have any more outdoor services this year. 
 

Old Business: 
1) We continue to work on keeping our Secretary and Treasure Time sheet and job descriptions. 
2) Nancy has submitted our Cares Act application, we are waiting to hear that outcome. 
3) Ben and Vicki spent time looking into airing our church service on local television. There would be expense involved for equip-

ment and it would take an individual willing to put in the time. This matter is being tabled for further exploration and in-put. We do 
have the ability to put a video up on a wall in a separate room from the service that is ongoing in the Sanctuary. This could be an 
option for the future for events with a larger attendance. 

 

New Business: 
1) We will continue with mask wearing and will tape off pews to insure the 6 foot separation. 
2) A motion made by Tim/S by Ben/C to update our HVAC system to meet future airflow requirements. 
3) A worship committee meeting will be called to address Thanksgiving and Christmas Services as well as our Sunday services 

moving forward. 
4) The President and Vice President will set a date for a job review with Pastor Angela. 
5) A motion to keep Pastor Angela’s Health Insurance the same, Silver Plus through Portico, M by Michelle/S by Scott/C 
 

Committee Reports: 
1) The Finance Committee planning a meeting to work on the budget for 2021. 
2) Tim Olson has repaired the parking lot cracks with tar. He and Jeff Messner will trim the bushes before winter. There is a light 

out in parking lot that will be addressed. 
3) The Stewardship Committee has sent out a letter for Mission Projects fundraising. 
4) Nominating Committee will need to meet in December. 
 

A Motion made by Ben/S by Michelle /C to adjourn meeting 
 

Next Meeting November 11, 7pm 
 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer     
                                                                  

Respectfully submitted by Vicki Schlenner 

Grace Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes 
Abiding in Christ through grace, we are gathered to grow and sent to serve. 
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Fourth Quarter Update From Your Treasurer 
Submitted by: Nancy Nelson-Deppe  

 

     Our Grace members have always stepped up to tackle the challenges that we have faced over the years.  This year has been like 
no other.  As a nonprofit organization, our monetary goal is to not outspend our annual income and to limit spending to the Congrega-
tion-Approved General Fund Expense Budget.     
 

      Our cash flow is doing well at this particular time and I am so grateful!  I have applied for grants to help with some expenses due 
to the pandemic.  What causes me concern is that Funds Raised are not quite keeping up with Actual Expenses.  We need to raise 
$28,000-$32,000 in the next 2 months to bring income up to the 2020 Approved General Fund Expense Budget of $108,875.  If 
things go well over the next 2 months, Actual Expenses may come just under the Approved General Fund Expense Budget. 
  

     I realize some of our members may be experiencing difficulties in regard to the pandemic or unrelated circumstances.  If you can, 
please join me and our friends of Grace in getting contributions back on track for 2020 with an increase in giving towards the General 
Fund.   
  

I am so thankful to have you as a fellow neighbor in Christ.  
 

 

2020 Budget Update(As of 10/23/20):   

    

2020 General Fund Income 76,441.73 

2020 Building Fund Income 1,050.00 

2020 Memorial Fund Income 90.00 

Total Funds Raised In 2020 77,551.73 

    

2020 Approved General Fund Expense Budget 108,874.60 

2020 Actual Expenses as of 10/23/2020 88,821.07 

Pastor’s Note (cont from pg 1) 
 
 

As we look forward to another month, and continue to plan to best ways to celebrate Christmas this year at Grace, I want to lift up the words from a 
reading at All Saints Sunday: 
 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have 
they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These 

are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. 

For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
and worship him day and night within his temple, 

and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 

the sun will not strike them, 
nor any scorching heat; 

for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

 

- Revelation 7:13-17 
 
As we begin another month together, I rest in these words of promise from God, and in gratitude for you and for our ministry together.  
 

In Jesus’ love, Pastor Angela 
 


