
July 2020 

Notes of Grace 
“Abiding in Christ through grace, we are gathered to grow and sent to serve.” 

July 
Servants 

Acolyte  
                   5  Baylee Hahn 
              12   Kaden Wendlandt 
              19   Olivia Loncorich 
              26   Riley Yerks 

 

Communion  
Nancy Deppe 

 

Altar Guild  
Jane & Sarah Tongen 

 

Ushers 
        5  Todd & Faye Ahlbrecht 
    12   Steffie Gronlund,  
           Tyler & Terri Helland 
    19   Jeff & Deb Messner,  
           Jesse & Ashley Messner,  
           Mark & Sara Katzenmeyer 
    26   Dave & Linda Pedersen 
            

Readers   
             5  Doug Karg 
         12   Nancy Deppe 
         19   Roxanne Wendlandt 
         26   Diana Lindeman 

 

Grace Sign has a Face Lift 
 

 (top picture courtesy of our Facebook Page taken by  Paul Eitel &  
bottom pictures submitted by Keith Tongen) 

THANK YOU to all that helped in  
any way for the repair of  the sign…  

it looks beautiful! 
 

Before                         After 

Brian Krumrey Benefit 
(Joyce Peterson’s Nephew) 

 

Curbside Pulled Pork Sandwich Meal 
Saturday, July 18 

4-7pm 
Buffalo Lake Community Center 

Free Will Donation 
& 

Silent Auction 
4-8pm at the Lions Den 

 

*Brian was diagnosed with ALS in Feb. 
Funds raised being used for helping with 
remodeling to accommodate condition & 

ongoing medical expenses. 

OUTDOOR WORSHIPS  - Bring your own chair! 
 

*July 12th  -  Outdoor Worship with Holy Communion.  
 

*August 2nd-Outdoor Worship Honoring Graduates w/Communion 
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Grace Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes 
June 24, 2020 

“Abiding in Christ through grace, we are gathered to grow and sent to serve.” 

Attending: Michelle Gens, Keith Tongen, Vicki Schlenner, Nancy Deppe, Scott Katzenmeyer, Tim Olson, Mary Bullert, and Pastor 
Angela Denker 
 

Absent: Ben Schuft, Sharon Carrigan 
 

President Keith Tongen called the meeting to order. 
 

Pastor Angela led  in prayer. 
 

A motion was made to approve Secretary’s Report   M by Michelle / S by Tim/C 
 
Treasurer’s Report:     A motion was made to accept May Treasure Report   M by Tim/ S by Scott/ C 
Money Received:           Month              YTD                                      Money Dispersed:        Month                YTD 
                                       $7,241.22         $37,100.05                                                                   $8,283.65           $44,510.63 
 

Nancy continues to keep up to date on our loan/grant money.  
 

Nancy researched Insurance quotes for the building and the board reviewed them.  A motion was made to cancel current provider, 
Guide One of Missouri, effective as soon as possible. Grace will change to North Star Insurance; sold by HP Insurance of Brownton, 
for a savings of $331 annually.  M by Michelle/ S by Mary/C 
 

Correspondence:  
1. We received a Thank You notice that we have sponsored a child 10 years with Common Hope (Marcos). 
2. We received Education invites and ideas for our youth. 
 

Pastor’s report:  
The Board received her calendar of events.  Pastor Angela is looking into visiting shut- ins outdoors.  Pastor Angela requested vaca-
tion for July 19-26.  The 19th will be a lay leader and possibly Pastor Linda Pedersen for the 26th.  Pastor will Bless Communion cups 
this will allow people to use them at home during on stream line services. We discussed possible reasons for unclear streaming. Tim 
will check with CenturyLink for better internet service. Pastor has agreed to write in the Pastors area of the paper.    
 

Church Calendar of Events:  
1.  Outdoor worship on July 12th with Communion. Bring your own chair. 
 

New Business 
1. August 2nd we will honor the Gradates during outdoor service. 
2. Due to First Communion classes being cancelled it was decided to postpone until 2021. Palm Sunday is a potential date for First 

Communion. 
3. Changes to worship Protocol:  People no longer need to give notice if attending in person. 
4. We will not be having a Fall Festival this Year.  We will look for other ideas as we progress through the pandemic. 
 
Old Business:  
1. Tim updated the Board on sound system options, after some discussion we tabled the sound system for next meeting.  We will 

purchase a new head set microphone. 
2. Church sign has been repaired and replaced by Jeff Messener along with Hostas placed in planter  box. Thank You Jeff and 

those that helped- Bob Lindeman, Larry Tongen, Keith Tongen, Jan Messner and Deb Messner 
 

Next  Meeting August 12, 7pm 
 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Respectfully submitted by Vicki Schlenner, Council Secretary 



 

From the Pastor: 
 
 
Dear People of Grace, 
 
I had wanted to begin this note to you with some poetry about summertime, but I couldn’t find any-
thing that quite fit our current situation of global pandemic! So I guess my own words will have to 
suffice. 
 
Is it really summer without baseball and without the Minnesota State Fair? 
 
I guess that remains to be seen, but I am encouraged by all of your refusal to let discouragement 
have the final word, even though I’m certain we all have faced discouragement in recent months.  
 
Today, I saw photos from one of our church families playing together in a backyard pool. You’ve 
sent pictures of yourselves worshiping online from wooded cabins, and planting flowers in expecta-
tion of sun and rain. 
 
Today, on a rainy morning at the end of June, as we prepare to celebrate the Fourth of July, I am 
wondering where to find God’s voice in the midst of angry or fearful news and conversation.  
 
Seeing the golden flowers blooming along the edge of the fence in our backyard, I’m reminded that 
God often speaks to us through nature. Our warm season is fleeting but beautiful here in Minnesota, 
and I guess I have to prefer the wap! wap! of night bugs against my windshield to skidding across 
the curve on Highway 212 just out of Brownton heading to Glencoe. 
 
For many of you this is planting and working in the fields and barns season, and I look forward to 
continuing to learn from our church’s farmers about the rhythm of seasons and the faithfulness re-
quired to plant again each and every spring.  
 
Summer is also a season of lakes and sometimes, let’s be honest, irregular church attendance. In 
our strange times, perhaps one of the gifts of adapting to the danger of a global pandemic is ex-
panding our definition of what it means to worship and attend church. This month, we’ll be attempt-
ing our first outdoor service of the year. I’ll also be asking to see more pictures of the places you’re 
worshiping online, even if it’s just your living room with a big cup of coffee. 
 
It’s tempting, even as a pastor, to rely on former metrics of successful worship: crowded pews, lots 
of hearty hugs and handshakes afterward. But the pandemic is reminding me that truly successful 
worship is not about numbers but about the ways that our community is strengthened to love one 
another and love God, whether that means attending in person and wearing masks, or worshiping 
online from home. 
 
Wherever you are, I’m so glad to be a part of Grace with you! 
 
In Jesus’ love, 
Pastor Angela   


