
In Loving Memory . . . 

 

Mitsuko “Mitzi” Williams 
9/20/43 to 11/11/21 

            [Click here for Mitzi’s obituary.] 

• CIOS Member since 2004. 

• Multiple terms as President. 

• Long-time CIOS Board Member, webmaster, and           

newsletter editor.  

• Member of Prairie State Orchid Society       

 

 

  

We sure will miss Mitzi! I 
know she loved her work 
with CIOS and her orchids. 
We’re losing a good friend 
too. Am thankful I knew her.  
- Joanne Miller 
 

Mitzi was a member for many years and served on the Board in a variety of 

positions to include as a past president. Mitzi had a vast knowledge of orchids 

that she willing shared.    

- Linda Bailey 
 

 I was privileged enough to 
have met Mitzi a short while 
ago and to have talked to 
her about her orchids. She 
was a wonderful and 
extremely knowledgeable 
lady who will be missed.  
- Marie Tan 
 

Dear Mark and family 

Our heartfelt condolences to all of you. She was a gem of a lady. I will miss her 

knowledge and email conversations about orchids She was always so helpful.  

She was my first mentor for orchids.  May her soul Rest in Peace.  

- Rashmi and Shiv 

. . . she was a special soul. 
- Terry Moore 
 

Mitzi brought CIOS back from 
a long slump . . . 
Hosted many meetings . . . 
Mentored many of us in 
caring for our orchids . . . 
It's hard to believe she is 
gone! 
- Bettina Francis 

Mitzi faced death the way she faced life—100% committed. I learned so much 
from her about orchids and appreciated Mitzi’s and Mark’s friendship.  
- Heidi Von Gunden 
 

Even though we knew this was coming, it's very hard to comprehend that it has 
actually happened. Mitzi will be sorely missed. 
. . . What a terribly sad loss. Mitzi was the kindest of friends.  
. . . She was the first person who befriended me when I first joined CIOS; she 
took me under her wing and was ever encouraging and generous and kind.  
- Linda LaPuma Bial 
 

https://www.news-gazette.com/obituaries/mitsuko-williams/article_1d4a2894-48cd-11ec-a5cd-5f004a992fa2.html


    

 

 

 

  

[Conversation between Lori Garrett and her 

friend, Janet Sternburg, about CIOS.] 

Janet: "I wonder if that is the same orchid 

club my dad was a member of forever.  

Is there a Mitzi there?" 

Lori: "Yes!!! Mitzi Williams--she's the one 

who got me started with orchids and 

who asked me to take over their 

newsletter and website. I adore her." 

Janet: "My dad did too. She was a good 
friend to him and helped him stay in the 
group for a while even when the 
dementia started to become more 
evident. I really appreciated that. The 
next time you see or speak to her, tell 
her Jim's (Sternburg) daughter says Hi." 

 

[Excerpt from a text sent to Mitzi after CIOS’ holiday dinner.] 

I'm not very comfortable in social settings with people I don't 

know. Through Master Gardeners, you quickly put me at ease. 

Years ago, I wrote an article in the Cultivator about patience as 

a gardener during winter months and I built it around the lone 

paphiopedilum I had that was in bud, taking its sweet time to 

open. You emailed to congratulate me on the bud and 

encouraged me to keep trying orchids. YOU ignited my passion 

and gave me the confidence to get started. I now have several 

paphs, phrags, and phals in bud, thanks to you. At Master 

Gardener meetings, yours has always been the face I've sought 

because I knew if you were there, I had a friend with whom I 

could sit and feel at ease, thanks to you. Attending those 

meetings became something I enjoyed in spite of my shyness, 

thanks to you. I joined CIOS, thanks to you. My collection now 

numbers over 130 orchids and I have become more 

knowledgeable and successful, thanks to you. I now have the 

new creative outlets of the newsletter and website, thanks to 

you--and I will always consider those to be OUR (yours and 

mine) projects, thanks to you. I have had many moments of 

great joy since you entered my life, thanks to you. I wanted to 

let you know how much you have, do, and will always mean to 

me, and I wanted to say thanks to you my dear, dear friend. I 

love you much and I wish you peace in your heart.  

Thanks, Mitzi. 

- Lori Garrett 

I’ve not been a CIOS member long, but I’ve 

always enjoyed Mitzi’s company. She always 

greeted me and made me feel welcomed. 

She always seemed genuinely interested in 

all of our conversations. Each spring, when 

my Bletilla bloom, I will think fondly of Mitzi. 

- John Hoagland 

About 17 years ago on a cold winter Sunday in February, I went to the Washington Park Botanical Garden in 

Springfield, Il. to the Prairie State Orchid Society Annual Show and Sale. I had always enjoyed raising perennials in 

my garden at home and was curious. Tom Gephart, Mitzi Williams, and Angela O'Brien took the time to answer my 

questions, invited me to join their society, and sold me three orchids. Mitzi was very friendly and enthusiastic about 

her passion for raising orchids. Now, years have passed and due to her chance meeting that day, I have a collection 

of close to 300 orchids. I will always remember her friendship, that she was a wonderful companion and wife to her 

husband Mark, and what an expert grower she was of orchids.  

- John Gross, Prairie State Orchid Society 



   

Tributes from Members of Champaign County Master Gardeners 

She was a great person and I really 

enjoyed working with her.  

– Tabitha Elder 
 

I will remember Mitzi for her gentle spirit, her love 

of orchids, and her joy in helping others learn to 

grow.  She will be missed.   

- Jana Waite 

I met Mitzi when I was an intern when she invited me to 

her garden to dig up some plants for a volunteer project 

another intern and I were working on.  I also went to a 

couple of the Orchid Society's shows where she gladly 

shared her extensive knowledge of raising orchids with 

me, a novice at growing orchids.  She was indeed a kind, 

gentle person, always willing to help others; she will be 

greatly missed. 

- Rosalie Fisher 

I am saddened to learn of Mitzi’s passing. She was 

an integral part of our Program Committee for years, 

and was so willing to share her time and interests 

with all of us. Known especially for her love of 

growing orchids, she was an outstanding example of 

a Master Gardener.  

- Bev Herman 

Oh, this is so sudden and such a loss Master Gardener-

wise and personally. It was always so lovely to see and 

talk to her. She was a gentle bright spot in my life as I’m 

sure in many others.  

- Diann Thoma 

I am truly saddened to learn of Mitzi’s passing.      

She was always one of the first to answer any of my 

questions I posted. Was kind and so generous with 

her gardening wisdom and had a delightful sense of 

humor. she will be dearly missed.  

Rest in peace, Mitzi.   

- Dee Feickert 

I'm so sorry we've lost Mitzi. She was a delight. 
-Theresa de Valence 
 

I met Mitzi in our rose gardens several years ago.  

I was in awe of her knowledge. It was as if she is a 

walking library. I am saddened by the news.  

At the same time, I feel good that I got a chance to 

meet her.  

- Pradnya Vakil 

Such a lovely person…  
- Nancy Crawford 
 

Sorry to hear the news of the loss of a very fine person. 
She will be missed. 
- Carlo Anzelmo 
 

Mitzi being gone is our loss. She was part of my first 

team in the Rose Section, 2010 & beyond. We 

continued as email friends for years, through her 

active work with our local Orchid Society. She 

always had a sweet, sort of half giggle/half laugh, 

despite years of chronic illness. I feel the loss of her 

presence. 

- Diane Wardrop 

“No ray of sunlight is ever lost, but the green it wakes into existence needs time 

to sprout, and it is not always granted to the sower to live to see the harvest.” 

- Albert Schweitzer 


