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CIOS ONLINE:  

• www.ciorchidsociety.org   

• Facebook Group—click here.  

• ??s:  info@ciorchidsociety.org  
 

Central Illinois Orchid Society Newslet-

ter is published quarterly and delivered 

by email. Subscription is included with 

CIOS membership. Send submissions to 

Lori Garrett at Lorikgarrett@gmail.com.  
 

Annual membership in CIOS is $15 per 

person or $25 per couple each 

calendar year.  Click here or visit our 

website for the Membership Form and 

mailing address. 
 

2021 CIOS Executive Board:  

• Linda Bailey, President 

• Terry Moore, Vice President and 

Program Chair 

• Linda Bial, Secretary 

• Mark Williams, Treasurer 

• Joanne Miller, Show Chair 

• Bettina Francis, Sale Chair 

• Lori Garrett, Editor (Website and 

Newsletter) and AOS Rep. 

 

From the President . . .  

  How good it has been to see some of you in 

person the last couple of months!  Thank you, 

Terry, for planning our trip to Natt’s Orchids in 

Naperville, IL. Eight members traveled to Natt’s 

and were able to add multiple beautiful orchids  

to our collections. In addition to browsing the 

greenhouses, a delicious lunch was provided.  

 

Thank you to George and Bettina Francis for  

hosting our annual summer picnic at their home. 

Eleven members/spouses enjoyed reconnecting 

over a delicious potluck meal and the opportunity 

to eat way too much.  

 

Our first in person monthly meeting had thirteen 

members venturing out in their masks to show 

off their blooming plants and seek help for those 

plants needing some TLC. As we continue to meet 

back in person, I look forward to seeing more of 

you at our events, such as our upcoming Member 

Sale and Holiday Dinner. 

 

Our October meeting has traditionally been a 

Member Sale. Bring your plants and any orchid 

supplies that need a new home. We put nominal 

prices (usually less than $5) on items. All money 

raised by the sale goes to the club, not the seller. 

Above: 

Scenes from the Annual CIOS Picnic, 

graciously hosted at the home of 

Bettina and George Francis. Good 

food, good fun, and good friends! 

 

Left: 

Lunch is served at Natt’s Orchids in 

Naperville, Illinois. 

http://www.ciorchidsociety.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/546310858794689
mailto:info@ciorchidsociety.org
mailto:lorikgarrett@gmail.com
https://secureservercdn.net/166.62.112.107/x17.0c8.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/member.pdf
http://www.ciorchidsociety.org
http://www.ciorchidsociety.org
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Central Illinois Orchid Society Online: 

• Visit https://ciorchidsociety.org.  

• Click here to join our Facebook Group. 

• Questions?  info@ciorchidsociety.org  

Also in October, we appoint new officers for the upcoming year. Most of the current officers have agreed to contin-

ue with their responsibilities. Our current secretary, Linda LaPuma Bial, is not continuing. Thank you, Linda, for 

your service in this and several other positions on the board. Melissa Edwards has agreed to take on the secretary  

position but, due to work commitments, she may need to miss a few meetings, so she would welcome a backup 

person to take minutes in her absence.   
 

Here is the slate of officers for the upcoming year to be presented at our October meeting; 

 President:  Linda Bailey 

 Vice President/Program Chair:  Terry Moore 

 Secretary:  Melissa Edwards 

 Treasurer:  Mark Williams 

 Show Chair:  Joanne Miller 

 Sale Chair:  Bettina Francis 

 Editor (Web/Newsletter) & AOS Representative:  Lori Garrett 

Here is a tidbit I would like to pass on. As I was preparing orchids and other plants to come inside before the    

temperatures fell towards the end of last month, I was perusing some articles on preparing to take your plants  

inside.  Most were giving the usual suggestions that I had heard before.  One recommendation was new to me,  

but I think worth considering.  It said you should bring your plants inside your house for several days before you 

have turned on the heat.  This allows the plants a more gradual transition to the dryer conditions of inside living. 

I look forward to seeing you in person at our next meeting, October 11 at 6:30 PM, at the Hessel Park Christian  

Reformed Church, 700 W. Kirby Avenue in Champaign. 
 

- Linda Bailey, CIOS President 

From the Treasurer: 

The membership dues for 2022 will remain the same as before:  $15.00 for individuals or $25.00 for couples.   
 

If you plan to attend the Holiday Dinner on November 7th, please bring your payment with you. Otherwise, 

please mail your check (payable to CIOS) to the Treasurer by early January: 

Mark Williams 

3208 S. First St. 

Champaign, IL 61822   

https://ciorchidsociety.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/546310858794689
mailto:info@ciorchidsociety.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

October Meeting: Monday, October 11 @ 6:30 PM. Hessel Park Christian Reformed Church, 

700 W. Kirby Ave., Champaign. 

• Member sale—Bring any orchids or orchid supplies that could use a new home (if you have 

them), put a nominal price on each (typically $5 or less unless it’s something really special), and 

bring your money! All proceeds from the sale go to CIOS to support our programs and events.  

• Officer appointment—Our 2022 Board members will be appointed, but we can make room for some more  

if you are interested! This is a good time to find out how to get more involved. 

• Discussion of 2022 programming—What do YOU want from your experience with CIOS? What are your  

orchid-knowledge needs?  What kind of programs interest you most? We want to know as we look ahead and 

plan next year’s programs and activities. Come share your thoughts, or email Linda (casadibailey@gmail.com). 

 

May I Encourage You To Serve on the Board? 

By Joanne Miller 
 

Hi fellow orchid enthusiasts! I just wanted to encourage you and tell you about some of the rewarding work you 

could have by being a part of the Board of CIOS. It may be one of the most rewarding decisions you’ve ever made! 

For those of you who melt when you see a beautiful orchid bloom, or look on the internet for every piece of infor-

mation you can find on a particular orchid, or those of you who can’t walk by an orchid at Prairie Gardens, Lowes, 

or Meijer without buying the prettiest specimen you see, or those who spend all your spare time watering, fertiliz-

ing and inspecting every plant you have, there’s a job for you! You could sit in a valuable seat behind the wheel of 

our organization and play a key role in what programs we have, what field trips we take, and what information we 

learn. When you’re on the board. you’ll have the honor, challenge, and responsibility of working together to accom-

plish the same goal. It’s invigorating! Working alongside experienced, similarly passionate people feels good.  We 

collaborate together toward a common objective, and we all contribute whatever we have to offer. 

 

Your voice will be heard if you’re on the Board. You’ll bring your own valuable talent, passions, and areas of exper-

tise.  And what a great group of people! We are from all generations and are open to new thoughts and wisdom of 

all involved. You don’t have to be the most knowledgeable, or first one at every meeting, but the more you care and 

contribute, the more you grow. You can also be a helper to someone who is in charge of a committee. The time 

commitment is low. You can enjoy networking with others, making new connections, and new friends. We hope 

you’ll consider joining us—we can find a place for you! If you want to know more, please see anyone on the Board: 

Linda Bailey, Melissa Edwards, Bettina Francis, Lori Garrett, Joanne Miller, Terry Moore, or Mark Williams.   

CIOS Holiday Dinner 

Sunday, November 7th @ 5 PM 

Timpone’s, 710 S. Goodwin, Urbana, IL 
 

This will be our last get-together for the year. We will be in the private Tuscany room upstairs. Everyone 

orders off the menu and pays for their own meals.  Members (and one guest) are invited and ALL CIOS 

members who are present will receive a free orchid!!!  (Members only).  To ensure we have ample seating 

and orchids for the event, please RSVP to Linda Bailey no later than November 1st (casadibailey@gmail.com).  

Did we mention the FREE orchids??? 

mailto:casadibailey@gmail.com
mailto:casadibailey@gmail.com
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OUR VISIT TO NATT’S . . . 

By Joanne Miller 

 

What a lovely trip CIOS members had in August, visiting  

Natt’s Orchids in Naperville, IL. Our group usually goes to  

visit an Orchid Nursery each year, but because of COVID-19  

we hadn’t been anywhere since the Orchid Show at St. Louis 

Botanical Garden two years ago.  

 

Three cars drove up to Natt’s with great anticipation as to 

what we’d see. And we weren’t disappointed! We arrived 

around 11:00 and met Anchalee and Natt Inboriboon who 

own the Nursery. They were very amicable and were happy  

to see us. Of course, we got busy right away combing through 

the aisles of plants to see which ones were calling our names!  

 

They had lots and lots of Vandas hanging up all over the 

nursery. You almost had to move the hanging roots to get 

through the aisles of other plants. Some were in bloom and 

others were spiking or will be in November. There were  

Paphiopedilums and Phragmipediums toward the front, 

Bulbophyllums and Dendrobiums toward the back, and  

Cattleyas in the adjacent room with other varieties sprinkled 

in between. It seemed like we members split up and went  

different directions, each having our own agenda as to what 

plants we were looking for.  

 

Around 12:30, Anchalee announced that our luncheon was 

ready. She fixed deli 

meat sandwiches, salad, 

pot stickers and egg 

rolls with three sauces, 

and watermelon. It was 

delicious, served picnic 

style, and we all talked 

about the orchids we 

found. We also asked Natt some orchid questions and he gave us a brief  

history of how they happened to open an orchid shop. 

 

We loaded up our vehicles with our newly purchased plants around 2:00, 

then made the 2 ½ hour trip back to Champaign, with visions of where we 

would put our new-found orchids, and thoughts about all the fun we had.  

It was a very enjoyable trip!   

Central Illinois Orchid Society Autumn Newsletter (October-December) 2021   Central Illinois Orchid Society Autumn Newsletter (October-December) 2021   
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:  Joanne and Jim Miller 

By Joanne Miller 

 

I have always loved Orchids. I admired the first live one I saw at a friend’s 

house. She had a brand new home and her real estate agent had given her one when she 

moved in. At that time, I thought they were beautiful, but nothing I would ever have time 

to take care of. Little did I know that my friend at work, many years later, would give me 

one as a birthday present when she took me to lunch. Once I got it home and admired it 

each day, with its lovely pink Phalaenopsis blooms, I really got attached to it. I still have 

that Orchid, by the way, and hope I can keep it for 25 more years!  

 

Jim and I have always been plant lovers. My mother always had flowers everywhere—front yard, back yard, inside 

plants, poinsettias, and Easter lilies. So, I come by plants naturally. My husband, Jim, is a horticulturalist and got his 

degree at the U. of I. in landscape design. He, too, loved plants. I remember when we were newly married and we 

converted a room in our little house to a “plant room.” We built tables and hung fluorescent lights in there and had 

a pretty big collection. Back in the 70’s, there were “Plant Parties,” just like Tupperware parties, where we’d invite 

friends and buy indoor plants from the person who was selling them. What fun! Then children came along and it 

was too hectic to grow much, but we did have the time to devote to a few African violets, Philodendrons, and Nor-

folk Island pines. Jim’s mother was a big African violet grower. She must have had about 50 violets in her basement 

and I always thought they were so beautiful!  

 

I joined CIOS around 2011. I was newly retired, the kids had moved out, and I now had time to go to meetings and 

care for more orchids! I’ve been the President for CIOS, Show Chairman, and trip-organizer many times, and enjoy 

friends in the club and meeting new members. I particularly enjoy our Orchid Field Trips to orchid nurseries and 

botanical gardens. Not only do we get to visit with other members on the way to and from the Nursery, but we get 

to see so many varieties of orchids and buy plants we wouldn’t find in town.  

 

I have traveled to both Hawaii and Ft. Myers, Florida and visited orchid nurseries while there. It was fun to see how 

easily they grew down south, with plenty of sun, humidity, and ocean breezes. I did buy a small Tolumnia but didn’t 

have much room to buy any more. In Hawaii, the hotels had monstrous orchid arrangements in the lobbies. They 

were beautiful!  

 

I probably have about 90 orchids in my collection and like the common ones like Cattleyas, Paphiopedilums, 

Bulbophyllum, and Zygopetalums. Mostly, I like the orchids that will easily bloom for me! I live for that first bud  

that opens! It’s so exciting!  

 

I have a large pergola deck on the east side of my house where my orchids 

grow in the summer. The rest of the year, I keep them under artificial 

lights. Remember to change the bulbs periodically and space your orchids 

between 6 and 12 inches from the bulbs for the best lighting. Keep them 

on humidity trays with water and pebbles in the tray, with a fan for gentle 

breezes, and you can grow orchids. Remember to repot yearly to every 

other year, and water once a week generally, and you should be fine.  

Orchid growing is an awesome hobby. I’m certainly glad I was introduced 

to them! Happy growing!  

Central Illinois Orchid Society Autumn Newsletter (October-December) 2021   
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October Feature Genus: Brassavola Species and Hybrids 

By Terry Moore 

 

Brassavola is a very popular, showy genus that has been used hundreds  

of times by hybridizers. A Brassavola orchid typically has a large, pure-

white lip surrounded by narrow sepals and petals. These are fragrant  

orchids, usually smelling of citrus at night. Care of these beauties is similar 

to growing Cattleya orchids, as they are related. The best-known species 

is Brassavola nodosa, the Lady of the Night orchid. 

 

Brassavola Orchid Care: Grow in high light with shade from midday sun with high humidity. During active 

growth, allow plants to dry only slightly between waterings. Reduce water during the cooler months.  

 

LIGHT: This may be the single most important factor. With too little light, the plant will become leggy and will not 

flower well, if at all. The level should be equal to or greater than that for growing cattleyas (2500-3500 foot-

candles or about 60-70% shade). If you give your Brassavola too much light, the foliage may purple a bit from 

stress, but some species require the higher light in order to bloom. 

 

WATER 

Brassavolas, like most tropical orchids, have two distinct seasons—a hot, wet growing period followed by a cool-

er, drier, flowering season. We generally see new growth initiating around the first of March, and at that time we 

increase the water (depending on the weather) to where we are consistently watering daily—more if your Bras-

savola are mounted. As much water as they require, they also like to dry by the end of the day. On days when it is 

90 degrees, they are often watered several times a day as long as they have breezes to allow them to dry quickly.  

 

POTTING 

Since the frequency of watering is dependent on the potting mix you 

use, you must adjust your watering schedule to suit your particular 

needs. For Brassavolas, it is recommended to mount them to ensure 

fast drainage of the increased watering and drying off of roots by 

the end of the day. When potting bareroot Brassavolas, I pot them in 

a fast-draining material, such as rock, charcoal, bark, and leca. 

 

FERTILIZER 

For the hobby grower, any brand of commercially made fertilizer with a  

formula approximating 20-10-20 should work well. If you are using puri-

fied water, you will have to provide additional calcium. Many people use Cal-Mag fertilizer occasionally to  

accomplish this objective. By September or October, we greatly reduce the amount of fertilizer to the plants  

to limit cane growth in the winter. 

 

HUMIDITY 

Humidity should remain high around 65-70% year-round except for a short period in late winter when it  

drops to 55%. 

"Brassavola nodosa 'Mas Major' x self  
by petrichor is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND. 

Bc. Binosa x B. Little Stars.  

Photo by Linda LaPuma Bial,© 2021 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/27834758@N00/2278463571
https://www.flickr.com/photos/27834758@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich
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What Brassavolas are in bloom or spike now? 

 

Brassavola perrinii 

Beautiful rat-tail leaves that become pendulous as the plant gets larger. Fragrant at night  

with white flowers. Easy to grow and bloom. Can rebloom from the previously bloomed  

flower spikes. 

 

 

 

Potinara Hoku Gem ‘Freckles’ 

Blooms periodically throughout the year! This compact Cattleya type is resilient and easy to 

grow. Flowers mature to a vibrant yellow with fine red speckles, but open a burnt orange color. 

 

 

 

 

Blc. ‘Copper Queen’ (Bl. Richard Mueller x Blc. Toshie Aoki ‘Pizzaz’)  

This fragrant hybrid produces brightly colored flowers with a red spotted lip. This hybrid  

creates large orange flowers with heavy spotting. 

 

 

 

 

Brassavola nodosa 

This is a must for any collection due to its easy growth habit, flower longevity, and  

wonderful evening fragrance. Commonly known as ‘the lady of the night’, the sweet  

fragrance of B. nodosa can easily fill a large greenhouse. 

 

 

 

Brassavola flagellaris 

Brassavola flagellaris is best grown mounted on wood plaques or cork mounts. Water heavily  

and provide high humidity year-round. It grows well under warm to hot cattleya conditions.   

Its bloom season is spring to summer.  

 

 

 

 

Bc. Hawaiian Kaleidoscope 

This is an easy to grow hybrid from two popular hybrids. It blooms twice a year with big,  

spotted and striped fragrant blooms.  
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AOS News 

By Mitzi Williams  

The American Orchid Society (AOS) now has an online directory of vendors for plants 

and other items related to orchids. Take a look at marketplace.aos.org for an extensive, 

searchable list including not only items for growing orchids, but others such as jewelry, 

art, clothing, water treatment system, tours, etc.  I did a search for location (US); product 

category (orchids); and specialties (Phragmipedium), and the search resulted in two 

nurseries that carried them.    

Did you know AOS has an annual essay contest? The Dillon/Peterson Essay Contest calls for submission annually  

on a given topic, which is usually very broad. This year, the topic guidelines are centered around AOS’s 100-year  

anniversary and focused on “in-depth articles relating to significant people, events, programs or even plants or  

technology changes that have helped shape the direction of the AOS or are likely to in the future.” The submission 

deadline is November 30, 2021. The topic guidelines might not be easy to deal with and the deadline is short, but 

those of you who are writers, please keep this annual event in mind. The winning article is published in the June 

issue of Orchid Magazine the following year. You do not have to be an AOS member to submit an essay. Here are  

the contest rules: 

• The essay must be an original, unpublished article. 

• The contest is open to all persons except employees of the AOS and their immediate families. 

• Submissions must be no more than 5,000 words. 

• Manuscripts must be submitted in English and should be submitted electronically as MS Word                        

or compatible word processor files. 

• Submissions will be judged without knowledge of  

the identity of the author. The decision of the judges 

is final. If no entries meet the expected criteria of  

excellence, the award will be withheld. 

• Artwork is not necessary to enter this competition. 

For more information, visit AOS.ORG, find “About us,”   

then “Article submission,” and “Dillon-Peterson essay 

contest.” 

 

On the left is just part of what can  

happen if someone with no specific 

plan and totally NO self control attends 

the Chicagoland Orchid Festival.  

Clockwise from the top:   

• Btcm. Hwuluduen Chameleon  

• Brassia Spider’s Gold ‘Prolific’ 

• Habenaria (just said “orange) 

. . . And quite a few others came  

home with me, too. Why doesn’t       

Dr. Phil ever help anyone who suffers 

from an orchidiction???     -Lori 

http://marketplace.aos.org/
http://aos.org/
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Submission Guidelines for CIOS Newsletter 

The Central Illinois Orchid Society Newsletter is published quarterly each year.        Please follow these guidelines for 

submissions. The deadline for each edition is the 20th of the month prior to publication as follows: 

     

Your original articles, pictures, and thoughts are welcome—please send them! Types of articles may include but 

are not limited to instructional articles (“How to’s”), successes and/or failures, book reviews, travelogues about 

visits to orchid shows or exhibits, conservatories, etc., before and after’s about your own orchid projects, poems, 

photos, and most things related to orchids. 

 

• In accordance with copyright laws, all submissions must be your own original work. We cannot reprint items 

that have been published elsewhere without written permission from the author or copyright holder.  

• Photos and images must also be your own work. With few exceptions, most photos/images on the Internet are 
copyright protected and cannot be used without written permission. 

• All submissions undergo an editorial process and may be edited for accuracy, clarity, and length as needed. 

• Please do not format your submissions—that is done by the Editor for proper layout,  visual appeal, and to 

ensure style consistency. 

• Please submit articles as Microsoft Word documents (not as PDFs please). If you work on an Apple/Mac 

product,  please save your documents as either DOC, DOCX, or RTF (not their default PAGES) files and 

save photos as JPEGs (not their default HEIC).  

• Please submit all photos as JPEG files separate from articles and please include a list of captions/

explanations for each photo. For photos accompanying an article, although you may indicate where you 

would like the photo inserted, please realize the final layout is at the Editor’s discretion for proper fit 

and visual impact.  

• Send all newsletter submissions or questions to Lori Garrett, newsletter/website Editor:     

 Lorikgarrett@gmail.com. 

 
 

Submission deadline: For newsletter edition: 

December 20th Winter Edition (January-March) 

March 20th Spring Edition (April-June) 

June 20th Summer Edition (July-September) 

September 20th Autumn Edition (October-December) 

 Thanks for reading!  Next Newsletter: Winter Edition (January—March).  

Submission Deadline: December 20th. 
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