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Public Health Department Wants To Make It
Easier to Withhold Life-Sustaining
Treatment From Loved Ones

HB191 Sponsor: Rep. Ed Oliver

BILL DESCRIPTION: Under existing law, a surrogate may be designated to
determine whether to provide, withdraw, or withhold life-sustaining treatment
or artificially provided nutrition and hydration to a terminally ill patient if the
patient has no advance directive for health care, provided the surrogate
meets certain qualifications and certifies and attests to meeting the
qualifications. This bill would remove the requirement that a
surrogate's certification be notarized.

EF POSITION: Two hospitals in the sponsor's district asked him to carry this
bill. Their reasoning is that it is a burden for rural hospitals to have a notary
public. Deciding that a family member should have life-sustsaining treatment
withdrawn should not be "easy". Removing the notary public requirement
opens the door to hospitals making end-of-life decisions for patients. The
attestation provides an independent third-party verification of the identity of
the surrogate, thereby protecting both the hospital and the surrogate. We
discovered that it only costs approximately $81.for a 4-year notary public
license. Rural hospitals can easily have notaries available 24/7. Since July



http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/ALISON/SearchableInstruments/2022RS/PrintFiles/HB191-int.pdf

2021 Alabama can utilize virtual notaries. We must protect patients and
families. This bill could be voted on the House floor next week. EF's
General Counsel Margaret Clarke wrote an excellent memo on the
importance of protecting patients by stopping this bill.

ACTION: Please ask your House Representative to vote "NO" on HB191.

The Alabama Parents' Choice Act

SB140 Sponsor: Sen. Del Marsh HB245 Rep. Charlotte Meadows

BILL DESCRIPTION: This bill would create the Parent's Choice Act. This
bill would create and provide for the Parent's Choice Program and the
membership and duties of the Parent's Choice Board. This bill would
provide for the process for creating, funding, and utilizing education savings
accounts. This bill would specify which expenses are qualified expenses.
This bill would provide for the renewal and administration of education
savings accounts. This bill would provide for the auditing of the program and
the suspension of education service providers.

EF POSITION: We believe that parents should have opportunities to better
education for their children. However, we have concerns with this bill. Not
only is a new government bureaucracy created but the required
standardized testing is a poison pill. In Alabama, homeschoolers are not
required to participate in standardized testing. In our state, standardized
tests are driven by Alabama College and Career Ready Standards
(Common Core). We believe that Common Core is one of the main reasons
for Alabama's education decline. Homeschoolers who participate in the
program will be required to take these standardized tests and will
necessarily experience more restrictions/tracking. We will continue to watch
this bill and keep you updated.

e Southeast Law Institute provided an initial review of the bill and
stated areas of concern.

e Homeschool Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) opposes the bill
and has sent this alert to Alabama homeschooling families.



http://alabamaeagle.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Memo-General-Counsel-Remove-Notray-Public-Hospital-Bill-HB191-2022.pdf
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EF Supports The Alabama
Vulnerable Child Compassion and
Protection Act (VCAP) SB184 & HB266
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SB152 Sponsor: Sen. Dan Roberts

BILL DESCRIPTION: This bill provides for exclusion of enhanced federal
child tax credits from American Rescue Plan Act from calculation of federal
income tax deduction for tax year 2021, to provide an extension of the due
date for certain taxpayers.

EF'S POSITION: We support this pro-family legislation. It passed out of
committee Thursday and is headed to the Senate floor for a vote.



http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/ALISON/SearchableInstruments/2022RS/PrintFiles/SB184-int.pdf
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EF's 2022 Legislative Priorities

Passing the Vulnerable Child Compassion and Protection Act (VCAP)
Ensuring state monies don't fund abortions

Protecting citizens from divisive Critical Race Theory

Protecting citizens from vaccine mandates

Ensuring Alabama remains free of state-sponsored gambling
Repealing or tightening up Alabama's marijuana law

Ensuring cell phones are sold with porn filters enabled

Please Click To Support Our Work
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