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EDITOR’S NOTE: This story is part of  an 
ongoing series of  the historical areas and 
structures of  Venice and what, if  anything, 
can be done. See page 1A for this week’s 
main story.

By LARRY R. HUMES
FOR THE GONDOLIER

It wouldn’t be much of  a stretch to say 
Tim Ziegler has never met a historic home 
he didn’t like.

Although he has constructed all sorts of  
buildings during his decades-long career, 
the Venice-based contractor said he has 
a passion for restoring residences from 
previous eras.

“Homes that are 1965 and older, the crafts-
manship was just better,” he said. “The 
materials they used, it was good quality 
stuff . Then, when you got into the 70s, it was 
more about production and making money. 
The quality sort of  went out the window.”

Ziegler was born into the business. He and 
his two brothers learned construction at a 

young age from their father, who operated a 
large company in the U.S. Virgin Islands.

“A lot of  what we did was restoring older 
homes,” he said. “One of  our biggest was 
a multi-year project restoring the old Cane 
Plantation house on the island of  St. Croix. 
There was little left but the four walls and 
some of  the concrete stairs. We set up an 
entire workshop on the property just to do 
all the millwork. The house was eventu-
ally featured in Architectural Digest, and 
Martha Stewart has been there.

Restoring historic homes a passion for this contractor

PHOTOS PROVIDED

Before and after photos of a house at 545 Riviera St. that contractor Tim Ziegler recently renovated. Ziegler said that when considering the renovation of a 
historic home, owners need a contractor and architect able to realize the possibilities.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY LARRY HUMES

Contractor Tim Ziegler talks about some of the details involved in 
historic renovation. He is currently restoring a 1926 bungalow home on 
Ponce de Leon Street. SEE HISTORIC, 5B

Preserving 
Venice

GLOW SPONSORS:
PRESENTED BY: POWERED BY:

HOLIDAY 
LIGHTS 
CONTEST

There is nothing better than seeing twinkling 
lights during the holiday season... other than 
winning a CASH PRIZE for voting on the 

business with the best holiday display!

The Venice Area business that 
LETS IT GLOW 

the brightest has a chance to 

win a $500 PRIZE!

HOW TO VOTE:
Go to YourSun.com/CONTESTS 
from Dec 8th - Dec 30th to cast your vote for 
the business with the best holiday decorations. 

Four residents will WIN CASH 
prizes just for voting!

VOTE NOW THROUGH DEC 30!

THE SECOND ANNUAL VENICE AREA CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE AND VENICE GONDOLIER

LIGHTS LIGHTS
CONTESTCONTEST

LOCAL BUSINESS

BodyByBarre Fitness & Smoothies
2406 Hermitage Blvd, Venice, FL 34293

British Open Pub
367 Jacaranda Blvd, Venice, FL 34292

Chaz 51 Steakhouse
549 US 41 Bypass North, Venice, FL 34292

Croissant & Co
323 W Venice Ave, Venice, FL 34285

Florida Violins
325 W Venice Ave Suite D, Venice, FL 34285

Green Fairways Wealth Management
2351 E Venice Ave, Venice, FL 34292

Home & Condo Rentals and Property Mgmt., Inc.
704 Venice Ave W, Venice, FL 34285

Matthews Currie Ford
130 Tamiami Trl N, Nokomis, FL 34275

Payroll Vault
130 Shamrock Blvd, Venice, FL 34293

PGT Innovations
1070 Technology Dr N, Nokomis, FL 34275

Pinkerton Payroll & Insurance
4240 S. Tamami Trail, Venice, FL 34293

Sandra K Pridemore CPA, PA
209 Nassau Street S. Ste 104, Venice, FL 34285

Seed & Bean Market
116 W Venice Avenue, Venice, FL, 34285

Snook Haven
5000 E Venice Ave, Venice, FL 34292

The Island Bookshop
206 W Miami Ave, Venice, FL 34285
(Merchants of Venice Bldg)

United Way of South Sarasota County
157 Havana Road, Venice, FL 34292

Venice Area Chamber of Commerce
597 South Tamiami Trail, Venice, FL 34285

Venice Avenue Creamery
249 W Venice Ave, Venice, FL 34285

We Can Do It Now LLC 
1936 S Tamiami Trail, Venice, FL 34293
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PUZZLE 
ANSWERS

Puzzles 
on pages 
9B-12B

SOLUTION TO TODAY'S 7 LITTLE WORDS

SOLUTION TO TODAY'S JUMBLE

SOLUTION TO TODAY'S CRYPTOQUIP

SOLUTION TO TODAY'S KENKEN

SOLUTION TO TODAY'S CHALLENGER

SOLUTION TO TODAY'S SUDOKU

SOLUTION TO TODAY'S CROSSWORD

Q 1 - Neither vulnerable, as South, 
you hold:

A J 7 Q 8 5 6 5 3 A 10 7 4

Partner opens 2NT, 20-21, and right-
hand opponent passes. What call 
would you make?

A  - Don’t get excited. You have a 
combined 30-31 points. That is a lot, 
but not enough for slam. Bid 3NT.

Q 2 - North-South vulnerable, as 
South, you hold:

A K 10 K 5 K 8 7 5 4 J 9 4

Partner opens 1D and right-hand 
opponent passes. What call would 
you make?

A - Many would blast into 3NT, 
but we think you should show your 
diamond fit first. Every system 
should have a forcing minor-suit 
raise available. Make yours. For us, 
it is 2D, inverted.

Q 3 - East-West vulnerable, as South, 
you hold:

K J 10 9 8 K 10 7 A J 10 A 8

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH
1NT Dbl Pass Pass
2  ?

What call would you make?

A - This is what you wanted – a 
chance to bid your suit after showing 
a strong hand. Bid 2S.

Q 4 - Both vulnerable, as South, you 
hold:

5 4 6 3 8 K J 9 8 6 5 3 2

Partner opens 1S and right-hand 
opponent bids 2D. What call would 
you make?

A - It hurts, but there is nothing you 
can do at this vulnerability. Pass. 
Maybe you can bid later.

Q 5 - North-South vulnerable, as 
South, you hold:

K 8 K 7 5 10 A K Q J 9 7 6

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
1  Pass 1  Pass
?
What call would you make?

A - Had partner bid 1D, 3NT would 
be a reasonable bid now. Partner 
responded 1H, however, so bid 3C 
instead.

Q 6 - East-West vulnerable, as South, 
you hold:

A 9 7 6 4 A 2 8 7 5 K 8 6

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
1  Pass 1  Pass
1NT Pass 2  Pass
2  Pass ?

What call would you make?

A - It is close between 3S and 4S. 
We like 3S, but many experts would 
bid 4S.

SOLUTION TO GOREN BRIDGE

STAFF REPORT

Venice resident Margaret 
Monti was selected as a 2021 Land 
Preservation Award winner by 
Keep Sarasota Beautiful.

This award recognizes an 
exceptional individual who has 
exemplified dedication toward 
keeping Sarasota County beautiful. 
Margaret’s award was presented 
“surprise-style” at the Venice 
Urban Forest in November, with 
her peers on hand celebrating her 
win.

The Keep Sarasota County 
Beautiful (KSCB) 32nd Annual 
Volunteer Awards Recognition 
Celebration was held during the 
week of  Nov. 8-12. This event 
provides an opportunity to recog-
nize notable efforts throughout the 
county that promote environmen-
tal stewardship and innovation 
through education and action.

KSCB honors volunteers 
throughout Sarasota County 
who promote the KSCB mission 
statement and help “educate 
the public and promote interest 
and participation in the overall 
improvement and beautification 
of  the environment throughout 
Sarasota County.”

Monti is a volunteer at the 
Venice Urban Forest. She was 

nominated by her peers. She is 
a tireless worker who gets satis-
faction from making a growing 
area more hospitable. Margaret is 
described as having a spirit that is 
contagious and makes others want 
to join in on her missions of  taking 
care of  the newly planted trees 
and surrounding landscape.

She even introduced the team 
to the Grandpa’s weeder to make 
work more effective and less 
taxing.

Monti does whatever needs to 
be done and when it needs doing. 
When new plants and trees need 
frequent watering, she’s there. 
That is not always an easy or brief  
task and can require pulling miles 
of  hose and takes considerable 
time. There again Margaret came 
up with an idea to streamline that 
arduous task.

Every group needs an organi-
zational expert and, in the Venice 
Urban Forest, that person is 
Monti. VABI has lots of  tools to 
work with, and she took charge of  
organizing the entire operation. 
Everything came out of  the trailer 
and went back in so that there is 
a place for everything and every-
thing in its place.

VABI is a 501©(3) nonprofit orga-
nization. The Venice Urban Forest 
is a Venice Area Beautification 

Inc. (VABI) project. The emerging 
forest is a 35-acre narrow strip 
of  abandoned railroad bed that 
runs for a mile and a half  between 
an industrial corridor and the 
Intracoastal Waterway in Venice. 
It is being totally reforested with a 
variety of  native trees, shrubs and 
wildflowers.

For more information, to 
volunteer, or to donate to the 
Venice Urban Forest, visit: 
VeniceUrbanForest.com

Margaret Monti wins Land Preservation Award

PHOTO PROVIDED BY MARY SCHWASS 

Margaret Monti, with flowers, 
was honored by her fellow VABI 
volunteers for her work on the 
Urban Forest project in Venice.

STAFF REPORT

SARASOTA — The 
William G. and Marie 
Selby Foundation Spring 
2022 Grants Cycle has 
opened and will close at 
3:59 p.m. Feb. 1.

The grant portal will 
be open during that 
period for area not-for-
profit organizations to 
create an account and 
access existing accounts 
as they begin the 

application process.
The Selby Foundation 

board meets in April to 
review grant applications 
and award grants.

The Foundation 
specializes in supporting 
local area not-for-profits 
with capital grants that 
support construction, 
acquisition or renovation 
of  facilities, as well as the 
purchase of  equipment 
or software.

Grants requests may 

also include the costs of  
related technical services, 
like legal, architectural 
and engineering.

Not-for-profit orga-
nizations are required 
to be primarily located 
in Charlotte, DeSoto, 
Manatee or Sarasota 
counties.

The Selby Foundation 
is a private foundation 
founded by William G. 
and Marie Selby in 1955.

The Foundation 

supports Sarasota, 
Manatee, Charlotte and 
DeSoto counties through 
capital grants and 
scholarships.

Since its establishment, 
the Selby Foundation 
has provided more 
than $120 million to the 
community.

For additional informa-
tion regarding the grant 
process, visit SelbyFdn.
org.

Selby Foundation accepting grant applications

“Restoring that 18th century 
house was largely where I got the 
passion for bringing historical 
homes back to life,” he added.

After working alongside master 
craftsmen for many years, Ziegler 
moved to Roanoke, Virginia where 
he obtained his general contractor 
license and began remodeling 
many of  the older homes and 
structures. Seeing the need for 
special services in the community, 
he launched two national fran-
chises, a handyman service and 
also a home buying/house flipping 
business.

He oversaw more than 3,000 
projects during his time there and 
gained a lot of  troubleshooting 
experience in the process.

Ziegler moved his family to 
the Suncoast in 2007 and began 
Coastal Living Remodelers shortly 
thereafter. Selling the business in 
2015, he returned to buying and 
renovating homes, many of  them 
historical. When the housing mar-
ket heated up last year, making the 
flipping of  houses less profitable, 
he started Gulfside Contractors 
and focused largely on his first 
love of  renovating historic homes.

One of  his more recent projects 
was the complete renovation of  a 
two-story 1926 house located at 545 
Riviera Street in the Venezia Park 
district.

“When I met with the owner, 
we walked through the property 
and I told her, ‘If  you do not do the 
work this year, it’s going to cost 
you so much money to renovate it 
correctly, it will be unaffordable.’ 
There were windows that were 
wide open to the weather. The 
ceiling had caved in, the floor was 
rotted out, and water was pouring 

into the house. There were three 
bees’ nests in the walls that had to 
be removed.”

A common misconception, 
Ziegler said, is the belief  that 
restoring an older house is much 
more expensive than renovating a 
newer one.

“When you get into the full-scale 
remodeling of  a house built in the 
1980s and one built in the 20s, the 
costs really aren’t all that different. 
I think what often happens is that 
people look at the older house as 
it is and they don’t have a creative 
enough contractor or architect to 
realize the possibilities. For them, 
it’s much easier to demolish the 
historic house than work with 
what’s there.

“Also, when you get into matters 
of  depreciation, older homes will 
hold their value much longer as 
long as they are maintained,” he 
added.

When undergoing a restoration 
project, Ziegler said the first step 
is to have their architectural 
designer develop the plans for 
modernizing the space to meet 
modern codes and usage while 
maintaining the historical charm 
of  the residence.

“You take all of  the good that is 
there and you maintain that be-
cause so much creativity went into 
it in the beginning. Like my father 
used to say, ‘you may not pick up 
on all of  the details, but you feel 
it.’ Like you feel the quality of  the 
door handle when you go to open 
the door. Those little details, you 
subconsciously pick up on those 
things.”

While restoring 1920s era homes 
can be challenging, Ziegler said 
you discover things you wouldn’t 
find in modern construction. “We 
find the way they built houses 
back then is much better than 
the way they do things now. The 

clever things that they did. And 
even the wood that they used back 
in the early 1900’s, the termites 
don’t hardly eat it. The wood has 
so many oils in it, it lasts much 
longer than the wood builders use 
now, which is largely farmed and 
less than five years old.”

Much of  Ziegler’s business is 
through referrals, he said. Typical 
clients are those who do not want 
to live in cookie-cutter mansions.

“They really appreciate the 
character and the charm, the feel 
and all of  the details of  these old 
houses. We try to retain that as 
we’re going through a remodel. 
Even matching the stucco is 
important so that it blends well.

In much the same way, the 
historic buildings on the island of  
Venice are what adds to the city’s 
overall charm, he said. “When you 
go down Venice Avenue and you 
see the KMI building, and you see 
some of  the older buildings that 
have been here since the 1920s, 
it’s just that antique charm of  the 
community.

“When you have these homes, 
each one is architecturally dif-
ferent in some way,” he added. 
“I have a friend who does a lot of  
builder homes on the island. They 
do a good job. They knock down 
the old house and put up million 
dollar-plus homes. They look no 
different than a brand-new subdi-
vision where you have houses side 
by side, the models and materials 
are very similar. A lot of  faux 
finishes are made of  foam. In my 
mind, I think it kind of  cheapens 
the home when you try to embel-
lish it too much.”

Larry Humes writes about local 
history and can be reached at 
1926Venice@gmail.com.

HISTORIC
FROM PAGE 3B

his shining moment 
was not in a battle with 
other men, not in a test 
of  strength of  a body 
of  steel, but in a battle 
with himself, in a test of  
strength of  a heart that 
can be broken.

We all need father 
figures. Thank God we 
have them.

Ben Shull is rabbi of  the 
Jewish Congregation of  
Venice.

SHULL
FROM PAGE 4B

I will be encouraging 
them to do just that.

Why do we stifle joy 
anyway? Now, I am not 
criticizing those who 
are so overcome with 
sadness that joy is hard 
to find. Please know that 
I am full of  compassion 
for you during this 
tough season.

No, I am speaking 
of  the rest of  us who 
simply settle for fixed, 
moderate emotions al-
most all of  the time. Yes, 
I know that we live in 

the South and have to be 
“proper” in our behavior 
— at least that is what 
my mother taught me.

Yet, the older I get, 
the less I am willing to 
fit that mold. In John 
10:10, Jesus said that, “I 
came that they may have 
and enjoy life, and have 
it in abundance [to the 
full, till it overflows].” 
(Amplified Bible). Does 
that sound like a life 
full of  blah emotions? It 
doesn’t to me.

This Advent and 
Christmas season, my 
challenge for you is to 
cut loose like Sparky 
and Patches and sing 

for joy at the top of  your 
lungs.

Dance like David 
danced before the Lord. 
Shout for joy to the 
Lord. Discover how 
finding it can transform 
your outlook on life.

May that joy be conta-
gious and a gift that you 
share with those around 
you. I will do my best to 
do the same.

Pastor Mary 
Hendrickson is an 
ordained ECC minister 
serving the Covenant 
Church at Venice Isle 
Estates.

MARY
FROM PAGE 4B


