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Director’s Letter
Dear friends and family members:

I want to begin by saying a huge thank you to everyone who supported Adelante during this 
past year. It was truly incredible. I find myself once again feeling immensely grateful to to be 
a part of this community and privileged to do good work with such inspiring students, loving 
and welcoming families, and supportive community partners here in Louisville. 

This year, our students continued to excel academically, with an average 3.25 cumulative 
GPA and a 96% average school attendance rate. In our programs, our Achievers discovered 
the ways that real-world applications of chemistry are helping to combat climate change, 
explored the impact of food scarcity in our communities and a local non-profit's 
compassionate approach to solving it (Fresh Stop Markets), performed community service for 
Bernheim Forest and Louisville Metro Parks, and visited four different colleges and 
universities with their parents over the course of the year. In April, Adelante celebrated our 
10 graduating seniors, all of whom are heading to college this Fall. I am continually impressed 
by our students and proud to offer opportunities for them to learn and grow as they prepare 
for successful lives.

As we look toward our upcoming season, we are excited to share that, for the first time in 
Adelante's history, we are adding a second Saturday Mentoring & Enrichment (M&E) site.  
With this addition, Adelante is increasing our capacity from serving just 73 students in our 
M&E program last year to 110 students and their families for the upcoming season, bringing 
our total student population to around 175 students served every week throughout the 
program year. We are grateful to those who have helped us get to this point and thrilled to 
welcome more Achievers and parents to the Adelante family. 

With love and gratitude always,

Dustin Bishop
Executive Director



“In Adelante, everyone has a dream,  
everyone speaks the same language, 

and everyone is Family.”
-Sabrina Lloret, Adelante Ambassador

and 2016 Corazon Awardee 



about us

History and Overview

Our journey began in 2004 when Stephen Imhoff, the School Board Chair of 
JCPS, became aware of the growing number of Latino students entering the 
educational system in Louisville and a corresponding lack of services designed 
to support those students. In response, Steve called together a group of leaders 
in Louisville’s Hispanic community who shared the belief that with support and 
resources, our city’s Hispanic students and families could have bright futures. 

One year later, in the Fall of 2005, Adelante Hispanic Achievers began as a grass-
roots, volunteer-based organization offering twice-monthly Saturday Mentoring 
& Enrichment programs to a group of 25 Latino middle school students. With 
growth and time, we refined the concept, becoming a resource that engages and 
integrates students, families, and community. Since we began, we have 
worked with 685 “at-risk” Latino students, and this year served 135 students 
weekly across our programs. 

“It’s a beautiful program that helps the parents as 
much as the students. We love Adelante from the 

bottom of our hearts.”

-Adelante Parent



about us

Mission

The Adelante mission is to empower Hispanic/Latino youth and families to 
achieve their dreams and contribute as creative and educated world citizens. 
Our model is wrap-around, long-term and holistic. We engage students (and 
their families) starting in middle school; we guide them through a successful 
high school path, and prepare them to graduate career and college ready. We 
do this through intensive individual and group instruction, one-on-one 
tutoring and mentoring, career exposure, and opportunities for community 
service. 

    We appreciate each student as unique, helping each  
    one set and meet his/her own educational, personal, 
    and career goals. 

We surround each Achiever with a network of caring and informed adults 
including parents, mentors, tutors, community leaders, and other positive  
role-models.  

Adelante is the leading organization in Jefferson County chartered to provide 
educational resources and support to Latino youth. We fill a gap in the 
community and in our school systems (public and private) because we are 
accessible to our families, we understand their values, and they trust us. With 
most families continuing in Adelante over multiple years, our parents 
understand that if their child starts Adelante in middle school, by high school, 
their child will have the grades and skills to choose which college to attend, 
the scholarships to pay for college, and the work ethic to complete college. We 
are closing the education gap for our Latino community. 



This season 75 middle and high school students explored the history of global 
dance culture with local hip-hop DJ, Scz, learned first-aid and triage from an 
Army medic, practiced the art of positive communication with Bellarmine 
University students, and discovered a new way to remain engaged in the 
practice of life-long learning - podcasts! We also participated in numerous 
community service events and visited four regional colleges and universities 
throughout the year.

Saturday Mentoring and Enrichment

Saturday Mentoring and Enrichment is Adelante’s cornerstone program 
designed for broad student success. Each year we provide 40 weeks of 
workshops and field trips designed around five core pillars: Cultural 
Enrichment, Community Service, College Readiness, Career Exploration, and 
Personal and Social Development. 

97%

97%

of students feel that 
Adelante helps them 

consider the world from 
many points of view.

This season, Achievers 
averaged a

96%
attendance rate and a

3.25
cumulative GPA.
(3.4 GPA among students 

enrolled for 3+ yrs.)

of students say that coming 
to Adelante helps them feel 

good about themselves.

Students commit to 
Adelante: 80% 

continue for 3+ years.

program
s



program
s

Ambassadors Program

Upper-level high-school students take on leadership role and represent 
Adelante to the community. This season Ambassadors provided 129 hours of 
service at the following sites: Home of the Innocents, Salvation Army Red Kettle 
Café, Iroquois Public Library, “It’s Our World” Festival and an Ambassador 
mystery theatre workshop.

GirlSpeak - Adelante 
with Looking for Lilith Theatre Company
This is our third year of an incredible partnership with Looking for Lilith Theater 
Company's GirlSpeak program for Adelante middle school girls. Over the course of 
three week period each summer, Adelante's middle and early high school female 
students create and perform a play entirely of their own making. This year's 
performance, "Si, Se Puede!" depicted the story of three immigrant families and one 
white family struggling to come to terms with a climate of animosity and hostility 
toward immigrants in the US. The creative journey of the GirlSpeak program helps 
our students develop their own unique voice and confidence while fostering close 
connections with the other Achievers.

“The program is marvelous for our children in 
every way. It helps them grow and prepares 

them for their future in addition to integrating 
them into American culture.”

-Adelante Parent



program
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After School Tutoring at
Lassiter Middle School

After School Tutoring at Lassiter Middle School challenges 45 Achievers every 
Wednesday and Thursday with one-to-one tutoring, critical thinking and 
creative writing exercises, original outdoor games, and small-group discussions. 

We help our students maintain high grades and stay on top of any missing 
assignments and homework. We ensure that students have the opportunities 
and personal attention to deeply understand the material they learn in class. 
Crucially, we also engage our Achievers parents to ensure they understand 
each student's situation and can be the best possible advocate for their 
child's success.

95.4%
3.07 982

Lassiter students average Total volunteer hours 
for AST 2018-19:

attendance.

GPA and have
Hours

(40 Total AST volunteers)



College Readiness

College Readiness focuses on access and attainment to higher education for 
every Adelante student. Our Achievers are “first generation to college”, and 
we provide individual guidance, group workshops and every support for our 
students (and their parents) to prepare and succeed starting in grade 6. This 
combination of study skills, ACT prep, shadowing opportunities, college visits, 
resume-writing, and one-on-one college-application coaching yields success! 
Eight cohorts have graduated to date, and our Achievers are attending (or 
graduated from) universities and colleges on scholarships. 

Each Spring, Adelante’s College & University Allies reserve major, 4-
year-renewable scholarships for our graduates to attend their 
institutions. Not only do these Allies provide funding to make higher 
education a real possibility for our Achievers, they also ensure that 
students arrive on campus with a built-in community of familiar faces 
and support. Through these partnerships, Adelante is guaranteeing that 
our students continue receiving crucial support through their 
undergraduate careers so that they have every opportunity to achieve 
their dreams and contribute as creative and educated world citizens.

We are grateful to Hanover College, Centre College, Transylvania 
University, and Eastern Kentucky University for partnering with 
Adelante as our premier College & University Allies. These colleges are 
helping us prove that when higher education institutions work 
together with community-based organizations to support and serve 
our first-generation and minority students, educational inequity in the 
state of Kentucky can become a thing of the past.

98%
of Adelante 

graduates attend 
college directly after 

graduating high 
school.

(43/44 graduates)
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s

“No words exist to express the greatness and 
importance of the work you do.”

-Joana Ruiz Morales, Adelante Parent.

10
graduating Achievers 

have earned

$2M
in scholarships and aid 
form Ally Instituions

College & University Allies



organization

Highlights and New Partnerships

Adelante hosted our 4th Annual Latinx Education Expo, Louisville's only fully bilingual 
education fair and expo specifically targeted toward supporting Spanish-speaking 
students and families as they pursue their educational dreams.

For the second year in a row, Excelencia in Education, a national non-profit based in 
Washington D.C., selected Adelante as one of just 7 Example of Excelencia Finalists 
across the nation in the Community Based Organization category.

Adelante's Executive Director took a leadership role as co-lead in the Louisville Latino 
Education Outreach (LLEO consortium working to promote higher education access, 
career placement, and college and school readiness for Latino students in greater 
Louisville. 

Adelante was selected by Leadership Louisville as one of just five non-profit 
organizations in Louisville to work with an Ignite Louisville team for the Fall, 2018 
program.

Adelante became an officially sponsored charity with the Kentucky Derby Festival mini/
Marathon races!

In January, 2019, Adelante adopted a Strategic Plan that will expand our staff and 
programs over the next four years to serve nearly 3x our current number of students 
and families each  week across all our programs!

1

2
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Our Programs Continue to Grow

To ensure that we continue fulfillingl our mission here in Louisville, KY, Adelante is 
working continuously to reach a greater number of our community's more than 11,000 
Latinx students and their families. This year, we served record numbers of Mentoring & 
Enrichment students every Saturday, and we are expanding our capacity to serve more 
families in the coming year by adding our first ever satellite M&E site!

Mentoring & Enrichment Program - 2005 - 2019
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Executive Director: Dustin Bishop
Program Coordinator Morgan Gerke 
& College Coach:   
Program Assistant: Claudia Mort
Program Manager: Luisa Trujillo

Thank you, board members, for so generously giving your 
time, expertise and financial support to keep Adelante thriving.

organization

Revenues 
Donations
Grants

Total Revenues

Expenses
Administrative
Program
Fundraising

Total Expenses

Change in Net Asset

Assets–June 31, 2018 

Our 990 is available upon request

$33,062
$119,066

$152,128

$15,219
$82,447
$11,964

$109,630

$42,498

$112,626

0

Financial Report
July 1, 2018 –June 31, 2019

Liabilities

Board of Directors 2019
Executive Board

Kim Huston, Executive Chair
Armando Unzueta, Immediate Past Chair
Margarita McAtee, Vice Chair
Guy Gomez, Treasurer
Jon Reister, Secretary

Board Members

Jose Luis Alfaro
Roland Blahnik
Jorge Brito
Jeanne Guerrero
Ellie Kerstetter
Paco Martinez Rios
Geoffrey Wallace

Advisory Board: Jose Neil Donis, Abraham Solano

Staff



sponsors, donors, and com
m

unity partners
Sponsors
Thank you to our major, sustaining sponsors for your financial support this season! Your ongoing commitment to 
empowering Louisville's Latinx youth has helped Adelante to continue growing our programs and serving more 
Achievers and families every year! UPS; Humana Foundation; General Electric, a Haier Company, and GE 
Hispanic Forum; McDonalds; Metro Government of Louisville; Brown-Forman, and B-F COPA; Al Dia en America, 
and Metro United Way.

Donors
Sanjhi Agrawal
Brian Albanese
Heather Anderson
Raghu Arabati
Larry Arnold
Brayan Aviles Favila
Emma Badia
Arline Baragana
Dave and Ann Barbieri
Mike Beach
Erin Bishop
Nathan Bishop
Barry Bishop
Anthony Bishop
Lorena Bonet-Velazquez 
Jacob Boughey
Phanida Bradley
Jorge Brito & Family
Liz Byron
Taurino Castaneda
Evan Clark
Lisa Cox
Ana Danies
Jennifer De la Janc
Elizabeth Dee
Shelley Dewig Smith
Stephanie Diaz 
Amy Eddleman
Pam Evans
Luz Fernandez
Luis Garcia
Nallely Garcia 
Maldonado
Benjamin George
Tim Gillespie

Community Partners
Al Día en America
Americana World Community Center
The Backside Learning Center
Bellarmine University
Bernheim Arboretum and Research Forest
Better Business Bureau of Louisville
Center for Non-Profit Excellence
Center for Women and Families
Centre College of Kentucky
Doors to Hope
Douglass Blvd. Christian Church
DuPont Manual High School
Eastern Kentucky University
Educational Justice
Hanover College
Iroquois Free Public Library
Jefferson Community & Technical College
Jefferson County Public School System 
Junior Achievement of Louisville
Kentucky Commission on Human Rights
KHEAA
La Casita Center
La Poderosa Radio
Louisville Latino Education Outreach
Looking for Lilith Theatre Company
Louisville Collegiate School 
Mayor’s Office for Globalization 
Muhammad Ali Center 
Prospanica Louisville
Sacred Heart Academy
Saint Xavier High School
Strothman & Co. Accountants 
TARC Adventure Bus 
Transylvania University 
University of Louisville

“There’s nothing I enjoy more than visiting an after-
school Adelante session. The sense of community is 
immediately evident, and the positive spirit of the 
Adelante students, staff, and tutors is palpable.”

-Jon Ceslar, Principal at Lassiter Middle School

Emilio Gonazlez
Joshua Gonzalez
Judith Gonzalez-Oswald
Judy Grace
Mimi Hahn
Riece Hamilton
Derek Hart
Antonio Hernandez
Jud Hendrix
Jonathan Hernandez
Edith Hernandez
Yvie Hernandez Reyes & 
Family
Gerardo Herrera Hernandez
Lucy Herrmann
Vicky Hidalgo
Monteva Hodo
James Howard
Kimberly Huston
Mary Jessee
Jorge Jiminez
Jessica Jones
Albert Jordan
Renee Cruz
Amy Landon
Sharon Landrum
Stephen Lin
Aaron Louis Rosenblum
Jessica Luetzow
Judy Lyons
Mara Maldonado
Ingnd Martinez
Paco Martinez Rios
Margarita McAtee
Robert McAtee

Reyna Mendoza
Yesenia Mendoza
Bianca Menendez
Yanay Mesa
Lorena Miller
Reon Mitchell
Jackeline Morales-Trice
Rachel Nally
Karen and Tom Nolan
Marie O'Neil
Teresa Pacheco Chavez
Charles Pearson
Juan Perez
Kathleen Phelps
Ken and Sheila Pyle
Jordan Ray
Josie Raymond
Jenny Morrison
Jessica Restall
Jaqueline Reyes 
Sarmiento
Emily Ridge
Jon Riester
Heather & Jessie Riley
John Roberts
Veronica Sanchez
Saundra Shaefer
Alex Smith
Mary Ann Sodrel
Jonathan Spalding
Jane & Kevin Stormer
Walter Stubbs
Morgan Szabo
JoAnne Taheri
Cathy Tegart

Cathy Tegart
Laurie Thomas
Michael & Susan Thomas
Pedro Valente
Horacio Vanegas
Jose Vanegas
Bejamin & Anne Voorhorst
Geoffrey Wallace
Ilisha Webster
Gwen & Tim Welliver
Rhonda & Jim Wolfe
Ben Wright
Mark Zweifel



“I am extremely grateful to be a part of Adelante 
because it is a one of a kind agency that takes care of 
volunteers as much as their students. I can’t express 

how grateful I am to have found this agency.”

-Michelle Rojas-Ortega, SHA Junior 2015-2017
Adelante Volunteer



Adelante is: 
• JCPS Endorsed
• BBB Accredited Charity
• Pyramid Awardee for Excellence in Governance from CNPE
• An Official Kentucky Derby Festival miniMarathon Charity
• Metro United Way BLOCStar Program

Adelante is tax exempt under Section 501 (C) 3 of the Internal Revenue Code. 
Donations are tax deductible

(502) 461-4500   |   2005 Douglass Blvd. Louisville, KY 40205  |  https://adelanteky.org

2015 Bright Spot in Hispanic Education

Examples of Excelencia is the only national 
effort to recognize programs that use 
evidence-based practices to accelerate 
Latino student success in higher education.

Adelante was recognized for the 2nd year in 
a row as an Example of Excelencia Finalist!


