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Matching The Historical Look Of The 1890’s 

With building restoration projects you have few or no op-

tions other than to use existing materials to replicate an old 

building back to its former glory. But that is not always easy 

to do. Some buildings have major problems, from cor-

recting structural issues to matching the aesthetic appeal of 

its original design. This work is not for the faint hearted be-

cause many times you won’t know what damage lies be-

neath the surface.  

Restoring An Old Building Requires Careful Planning  

This building was built in the 1890’s and was originally used 

as a music hall for an all-women’s college. Before starting 

this project, each masonry unit had to be carefully exam-

ined to determine how many replacement units were need-

ed. The 12,000 square foot of exterior wall surface of the 

building has a wide range of brick colors, surface deteriora-

tion, changes to brick texture due to exposure, and brick 

sizes. Additionally, the structural masonry was a rough-cut, 

locally-quarried stone that was cut a long time ago, with old

-age equipment that is not likely in use today.  

Using Age Old Tuck-Pointing Techniques  

Berglund Construction, under BTL’s direction restored it to 

its original splendor by using the reclaimed brick and age 

old tuck-pointing techniques. All old repair mortars were 

removed by mechanical wet grinding so as not to expose 

the workers to any airborne hazards. The mortar was then 

replaced with the three original colors using a beaded finish 

joint which would have been used in the original construc-

tion. Any deteriorated brick was removed and replaced in 

kind with reclaimed brick matching originals. High perfor-

mance paint colors were selected based on period photos 

which further enhanced the original historic look.   

Since much of the historic mortar joints proved durable for 

many years prior to the restoration, careful planning was 

needed so the repointing would have an equally long life, 

and ultimately contribute to the preservation of the entire 

building.  

              Restoration project for Northwestern University Place Benefits Department 

Restoration Project:   Northwestern University Benefits 

Department at 720 University Place, Evanston, IL 

Architect:  BTL Architects, Inc. 

General Contractor:  Berglund Construction  

Mason Contractor:  Berglund Construction 

Materials:  Reclaimed Chicago Brick, Reclaimed Period 

face brick, Reclaimed wood elements 

Mortar: Type O in three different colors 

Patching Materials:  Conproco Matrix 

The building had to be carefully analyzed to realize the scope           

of the restoration required. Being able to reclaim the existing                     

masonry units was an important factor in quoting the project. 

This restoration project took five months to complete in 2016. 
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Experienced masons understand the special requirements 

needed to work on historic buildings and the additional 

time and expense they require. Berglund Construction 

took great care to blend the masonry units and matching 

the color and texture of the repointing mortar. This re-

pointing job can last at least another 30 years, and possi-

bly as many as 50—100 years.  

How The Restoration Was Done 

The Finished Details 

During the restoration phase the building was kept occupied and functional. Many of the more intrusive repairs were 

made during off hours and on weekends. Little by little, layers of dirt and deterioration were peeled away to reveal the 

craftsmanship of yesterday that had been hidden. Replacement units were blended in with the full range of masonry 

units rather than in separate brick or stone sections.  Additionally, the original wood cornice was restored and many 

wooden elements were replaced with reclaimed wood that were fashioned to replicate the originals.  

Find this and other featured projects online at masonryadvisorycouncil.org / news 

To view other restoration projects from Berglund Construction visit berglundco.com 
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