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Annual Point in Time Count Results Released for Placer County 
 
 
AUBURN, CA -- The number of people experiencing homelessness, sheltered and unsheltered, in Placer 
County appeared to decrease from 2020 to 2021, according to results from the annual point-in-time count 
released by the Homeless Resource Council of the Sierras (HRCS). As the lead organization in the 
region's Continuum of Care for homelessness, HRCS is a nonprofit collaborative comprised of members 
representing nonprofit and government agencies serving the community’s needs around homelessness. 
 
The count was conducted on the night of January 26 in compliance with 2021 COVID-19 guidelines, and 
the methodology differed from that used in previous years, mainly due to less real time contact with 
people who were unhoused on the night of the count. 
 
A total of 708 homeless individuals were counted in Placer County, from Roseville to North Lake Tahoe. 
The count surveyed both unsheltered and sheltered individuals and was conducted by volunteers, 
nonprofit, and county staff for the night of January 26. By comparison, in 2020, 744 unhoused people 
were counted. Of these 708 unhoused people, 351 were sheltered and 357 were unsheltered.  
 
Of adults who responded to detailed survey questions in the point-in-time count, 34 percent were 
chronically homeless. Thirty-seven percent reported having a mental health disability, and 16 percent had 
a substance use disorder. Twenty-three percent reported having experienced domestic violence, while 6% 
of the unhoused people counted are veterans. 
 
A Point in Time Count (PIT) is a one-night estimate of both sheltered and unsheltered homeless 
populations. The PIT count provides the number and demographic characteristics of persons who are 
homeless on the night of the count, both sheltered in emergency shelter or transitional housing; or 
unsheltered, on the street or in some other place unfit for human habitation, on the night of the count. 
 
Homeless individuals wishing to access basic shelter and housing services should call the toll-free 
homeless helpline, 1-833-3PLACER. Calls are answered 24/7. 
 
### 
  


