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January 29, 2021 

 

Hon. Peter Wirth    sent via email peter.wirth@nmlegis.gov 

Senate Majority Leader 

New Mexico Senate 

490 Old Santa Fe Trail 

Santa Fe, NM 87501 

 

Dear Senator Wirth, 

 

I write to express the continued frustration felt by New Mexicans who have reached out to the New Mexico 

Foundation for Open Government (NMFOG) concerning the 2021 Legislative session. While I am not writing to 

point fingers, I am trying to assist in implementing a system that works better for everyone. 

 

NMFOG has received complaints on our Hotline that the public is not adequately noticed about how and when to 

submit comments on bills.  Committee schedules appear which do not include any notice of the deadlines for 

submission of public comment. The only place the public would find a notice of the new pandemic restrictions on 

public comment are found on the .pdf versions of their calendars. 

 

We have been alerted that not all Committee schedules are posted 12 hours prior to the deadline to submit 

comments. With very short time periods between posting of the calendar and the deadline for submissions of 

comments, this is an obstacle to participation by the public. Also, lawmakers themselves have pointed out that 

fiscal impact reports are not provided 12 hours to Committee hearings.  

 

In addition, each Committee has a different deadline for submission of written comments to Senate Committees.  

Some have 3 p.m. (Indian and Rural Affairs, Conservation, Health and Public Affairs on the prior day, some 4 

p.m. (Education and Rules), others 5 p.m. (Judiciary).  Senate Tax, Business and Transportation generously gives 

us until 8 a.m., the day of the Committee.  The variation of times makes it much more important that you would 

post a procedure notice about observing the variable submission deadlines for the various committees.  

 

One solution would be to post a highly visible notice letting the public know there are advance deadlines for 

comment - and to look on ALL places on the website that calendars appear - not just the pdf version.  The 

deadline for each committee should appear on every page for each Committee.  

 

Another solution is to set a deadline for all committees that meeting in the morning and another for all committees 

that meet later.   

 

In addition, for bills that are scheduled for one day, yet followed on the next meeting, the public must again sign 

in to participate. The solution would be to save the names and emails and resubmit a link from Santa Fe to 

participants without a new set of registrations.  

 

We have also heard that if problems arise, there is no way to address the problem with someone in Santa Fe. The 

telephone mailboxes are full, there is no response from email.  Personnel should be directed to regularly check the 

telephone mailboxes and emails.   

 

Also, individuals who do not have access to the internet and email are effectively shut out from any participation – 

they do not have information on when bills are heard, and they have no way to electronically communicate with a 

lawmaker. 

 

 

 

 

Melanie J. Majors 

Executive Director 
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