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A long-awaited new year has finally arrived, and we
welcome it with open arms. The unforgettable year of
2020 delivered many challenges, but the District was able
to adapt and move forward. We are continuing to learn
from the experience. We understand that there will be
more hardships in the future, but we know that we can
face it head on with the same resiliency of the past year.
The District is here to support the local governments in
every way we can and look forward to working together in
2021!

Congratulations to our communities who were awarded an honorable mention from
Arkansas Business Publishing Group. Bella Vista, Eureka Springs, Gravette, and
Green Forest were all recognized as Trendsetter Cities for 2020!

Opportunities for your Community
CDBG-CV Coronavirus Prevention, Prepara-  The UCA Center for Community and Ecotion & Response for Non-Entitlement Local
nomic Development is taking Requests for
Governments
Assistance (RFA) applications from communities across the state of Arkansas for walk
https://www.arkansasedc.com/community-resources/
audit technical assistance. These sercommunity-development/community-developmentvices are provided at no-cost to the chosen
block-grant
communities. Deadline for requests is Jan The Blue & You Foundation for a Healthier
uary 29, 2021. If you have questions, please
Arkansas has restarted their grant cycle to
contact Shelby Fiegel at sfiegel@uca.edu or
help with programs that positively affect
501-450-5269.
the health of Arkansans.


https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CCEDWalkAudit

Community & Economic Development

C

ongratulations to some of our
communities that were
awarded grants from AEDC Rural
Services during this past year!
1.) Hindsville—Rural Services Block
Grant in the amount of $68,877 for equipment for their volunteer fire department

2.) Kingston—Rural Services Block
Grant in the amount of $49,904 for equipment for their volunteer fire department

3.)Elkins-$15,000 for open air pavilion with bathrooms for city park

New Playground Equipment and Walking
Trail at Oak Grove City Park

5.) Gilbert-$9,000 for improvements
to the fire station
6.) Galatia-$15,000 to convert old
church into community center
Compliments to the City of Oak Grove on
the completion of the new walking trail and
updated playground equipment that was
completed in part by a $15,000 Rural Community Grant. It was a pleasure to work
with Mayor Malotte and Councilmen Gary
Gray.

2020 Annual Meeting
We were excited to finally have our annual meeting this year in December.
It was delayed due to the events related to COVID-19. This was the first
year for us to host it virtually for the safety of our board members, staff, and
guests. Startup Junkie were the guest speakers and offered great information on how they are supporting Northwest Arkansas through innovation
and entrepreneurship. We do look forward to meeting with everyone in person in the future, but we were grateful to
have the ability to conduct business. Thank
you to everyone who joined us on Zoom!
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Workforce Development
The Workforce Development Centers were very busy last year. Two new Career Advisors
were recently hired for the Harrison and Fayetteville locations. We would like to welcome
Julie Smith (L) and Rebecca McWilliams (R). They are ready to settle into their new roles,
and eager to serve their clients.

As the WIOA Title 1 Provider, NWAEDD offers services to eligible adults, dislocated workers and youth. Personalized services that are available are; coaching and counseling, skill
upgrading and retraining, occupational skills training, tuition assistance, adult education
and literacy training.

North Arkansas Transportation Service
NATS transports both Medicaid and General Public passengers for medical,
shopping, personal, and other incidental purposes as may be approved by the
NATS Director. NATS requires advance reservations prior to using this service. Appointments may be made by calling the scheduling office at 870-7418008. The city route schedule for Harrison & Mountain Home can be viewed at
http://nwaedd.org/transportation/.
NATS has continued to provide a critical service to the public throughout these
most difficult times. The staff deserve our gratitude and support as they carry
out their duties. The District has hired part-time drivers in Harrison and Mountain Home. We are delighted to add them to the team. The District is taking applications for additional part-time drivers in the Yellville, Marshall, Salem, and
Jasper areas.

Current Job Opportunities can be found
on our website: http://nwaedd.org/careers/
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“Our goal is to be the vehicle that links the private and public sectors together while
working to advance economic and community development in Northwest Arkansas.”

Board Meetings & Events for the month
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We are excited to help and look forward to hearing from you.
818 Highway 62/65/412 North
Harrison, AR 72601
P.O. Box 190
Harrison, AR 72602
(870) 741-5404
info@nwaedd.org

Remember to follow us on Social Media
http://nwaedd.org/

Next Issue March 2021
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