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A word from the
Executive Director
Northwest Arkansas Economic Development
District is no stranger to adversity, but 2020
has brought on more challenges than was
imaginable. I think it is safe to say that this
disaster was a life changing moment felt
around the world. Arkansans and everyone
here at the District were no exception. As
the months have gone by since the start of
this pandemic we have felt the affects of
COVID-19 on our way of life.
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“All of us have had to adapt to a new reality in this
year of COVID-19. The staff and management of
your Development District are here to help our
members, in any way we can.”

~Joe Willis

As the Executive Director, I had to make some difficult
decisions for the District to do what is in the best interest of
the communities we serve while keeping our staff safe and
healthy. As the region continues to maneuver its way
through this obstacle, I know NWAEDD will stay focused on
its mission and will stay committed to helping local
governments and citizens by acting as a regional forum to
identify issues and opportunities; and to provide leadership
in planning and implementing programs to improve the
quality of life in our District. This may not be an easy task,
but the Board of Directors has provided and will continue to
supply the leadership for this organization to fulfill that
mission.
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Important Updates:
•

Phase II of the Coronavirus Relief Fund begins on Friday, October 30th and will extend through Monday, November 16th, 2020. Counties & Municipalities will have a 2nd opportunity to apply for any remaining funds within their
allocation total.

I

https://www.dfa.arkansas.gov/administrative-services/covid-19-cares-act/municipalities-and-counties

•

The Arkansas Department of Parks, Heritage and Tourism (ADPHT), the Arkansas Economic Development Commission (AEDC), and the Arkansas Department of Finance and Administration (DFA) received approval to proceed with a grant program utilizing $50 million in CARES Act funds for Arkansas businesses in industries significantly impacted by the COVID-19 public health emergency. The grant application period will open Monday, Nov.
16, and close Wednesday, Nov. 25.

www.ArkansasReady.com

Community Development Block Grants
Through a coordinated effort with NWAEDD four Northwest Arkansas communities were awarded approximately $2.4 million in grants from the Arkansas Economic Development Commission through the agency’s
General Assistance grant program. Our winning project
proposals included:
1.) Carroll County – $198,265 for constructing a drivethrough vaccine and testing site at the Carroll County
Health Unit
2.) City of Mountain Home – $200,000 for renovating a
building in the downtown area to house the Grandma’s
House Children’s Advocacy Center satellite clinic which
offers counseling services and provides forensics to law
enforcement in child sexual abuse cases
3.) City of Briarcliff – $1,000,000 for a new municipal
water line that will help to add approximately 110 new
users
4.) City of Flippin – $1,000,000 for rehabilitation of the
wastewater system to better support its residents and
local manufacturers
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etail Academy is a program
developed from the leading national
retail advisory firm, Retail
Strategies. The program assists
communities in strengthening their
retail landscape. Communities will
be trained and equipped with the
tools and education necessary to
attract new retailers to their markets,
while providing support to their
existing local businesses.
https://www.retailstrategies.com/
retailacademy/

Michelle Steiner, Executive Director for
Grandmas House, & David Ethredge, Prosecuting Attorney

USDA-Rural Development
NWAEDD was awarded a Rural Business Development Grant from USDARural Development. Through this
grant, NWAEDD will partner with Retail Strategies, LLC to offer the Retail
Academy course to six communities
across Northwest Arkansas. Developed by Retail Strategies, Retail
Academy educates communities on
best practices to attract new retail and
restaurants while providing resources
to support and grow existing local
businesses. The event kicked-off virtually on October 6th, 2020, and the
course work will take place over the
next year. The six communities that
are participating include: Elkins, Eureka Springs, Harrison, Marshall,
Mountain Home, and Pea Ridge.

Economic Development Administration
The District was very pleased with the announcement made to award the City of Fayetteville,
AR a grant of $2 million from the Economic Development Administration on October 22nd,
2020. The grant will help to make roadway infrastructure improvements that are necessary
for the expansion for manufacturers & businesses. The location is near a Tax Cuts & Jobs
Act Opportunity Zone. The full story can be viewed at https://www.eda.gov/news/press-

Mayor Tim McKinney of
Berryville

We were proud to see that two of the
District’s Mayors were elected to positions on the Municipal League Executive Committee for 2021. The Honorable Mayor Tim McKinney of Berryville
will serve as First Vice President & the
Honorable Mayor Kevin Johnston of
Gentry will serve as Vice President Dist.
#3. Both have served the League in different capacities over several years.

Mayor Kevin Johnston of Gentry
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NWAEDD serves as the One-Stop Operator
and WIOA Service Provide and for Northwest Arkansas.
WIOA (Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act) is landmark legislation that is designed to strengthen and improve our nation's
public workforce system and help get Americans, including youth and those with significant barriers to employment, into high-quality jobs and careers and help employers hire and retain skilled workers.
As the One Stop operator NWAEDD is charged with coordinating the service delivery
among partner agencies in One-Stop Centers. Duties include but are not limited to:
managing daily operations in coordination with WIOA fiscal agent for the lease, utilities and other activities to support the center.
As the WIOA Service Provider, NWAEDD offers services to eligible adults, dislocated
workers and youth. Personalized services that are available are; coaching and counseling, skill upgrading and retraining, occupational skills training, tuition assistance,
adult education and literacy training.

NATS has been in operation since March of 1981. NATS started primarily as
an affordable transportation service to help rural citizens get to and from work.
The program’s operation has dramatically expanded over the years. During 2019,
NATS’ fleet of 56 vehicles traveled a total of 734,945 miles. Over time the expansion of services has led to a broad range of routes provided which include: Deviated Fixed, Demand Response, Partnered, and Commuter Routes. In 2019,
4,560 trips were provided to worksites alone. NATS prides itself on being able to
provide friendly, safe, and reliable transportation to our local communities.
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New Staff
NWAEDD was excited to announce the
hiring of Chelsey Weaver as its Disaster
Recovery Coordinator/Communications
Specialist in August. This position was
made possible through a grant from the
Economic Development Administration
through the CARES Act. In this capacity, she will be responsible for assisting
local communities in economic recovery
from COVID-19 and general improvement of Northwest Arkansas economies.
In her position, she will be promoting the
work of the District through both traditional & social media platforms.

Jeremy Ragland, Deputy
Director for NWAEDD
commented “We are extremely excited to add
Chelsey as member of
our team and look forward to her making an
impact in communities
across the region”.

Current Job Opportunities can be found
on our website: http://nwaedd.org/careers/





For questions on how we can help you &
your community you can reach us at:

Please remember to
send us your upcoming
community events so
we can share them on
our social media.

818 Highway 62/65/412 North
Harrison, AR 72601
P.O. Box 190

http://nwaedd.org/

Harrison, AR 72602
(870) 741-5404
info@nwaedd.org
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