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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Nuit Blanche Winnipeg 2021 Illuminate the Night:  
Open Call for Artist Submissions 

 
WINNIPEG, July 7, 2021 – In celebration of its 12th year, Nuit Blanche Winnipeg (NBW) welcomes 

applications to Illuminate the Night, inviting contemporary art submissions from artists and artist 

collectives residing in Manitoba to be exhibited throughout the month of Culture Days, running 

September 24 – October 24, 2021.  

 

Nuit Blanche Winnipeg is an evening exploration and celebration of contemporary art that 

normally takes place on the last Saturday in September as a kickoff to Culture Days Manitoba’s 

month of events. Produced by Culture Days Manitoba, NBW will shift to an extended four-week run 

so that audiences can walk, roll, or bike by and engage with the pieces on any evening they would 

like. This year’s Illuminate the Night pieces will be set up in window displays around the 

Downtown, West End, Exchange District, The Forks, and St. Boniface. All activities are free of 

charge as in past years.  

 

Illuminate the Night is an open call for artists and artist collectives residing in Manitoba to develop 

works connecting the primary activity zones in the Exchange District, Downtown, St. Boniface, and 

the West End. Artists working in all artistic mediums are invited to submit new, pre-existing, 

or in-process projects which contemplate an exciting and engaging interpretation of the theme 

Illuminate the Night using public interaction, spectacle, and light/illumination, and which can be 

presented in window displays for the four-week extended run. 

 

David Pensato, Co-Chair of Culture Days Manitoba says, “The shift to move Nuit Blanche Winnipeg 

programming to multiple evenings instead of just one will ensure that artists have the opportunity to 

share their work with audiences, and that audiences have the opportunity to experience 

contemporary art in an accessible way. We hope that by next year we will be able to celebrate the 

typical one night of Nuit Blanche, but for 2021 moving to a multiple-evening approach allows us to still 

offer Illuminate the Night in a way that respects any public health requirements that may be in place in 

late September.” 

 

Looking at the possibility of a smaller version of the Nuit Blanche Saturday celebrations that 

Winnipeggers are used to, Pensato says, “We will remain as flexible as possible for as long as possible. 
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We have spoken with representatives from Manitoba Public Health who tell us that by late September 

they should have a better sense about the public health requirements that may be in place around 

gathering limitations.” 

 

Pensato added that “Culture Days Manitoba's commitment to continue programming in 2021 is an 

effort to reflect and to celebrate the resiliency of the arts and culture sector along with its importance to 

the well-being of all Manitobans.” 

 

Research by the national chapter of Culture Days in 2020 shows that public participation in arts and 

culture increases community engagement and fosters deeper social connection, while reducing the 

isolation and loneliness that have been most keenly experienced in these months of social distancing. 

The emphasis on interactivity, openness, inter-discipline, and cross-sectoral collaboration allows all 

involved to uncover similarities and differences across cultures, languages, and lived experiences 

through creative exploration. Culture Days Manitoba and Nuit Blanche Winnipeg build bridges between, 

and within, communities.  

 

The Illuminate the Night Call for Submissions is available here. 

 

2020 NBW photos with credits are available here. 

 

2019 NBW photos with credits are available here. 
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For more information, please contact: 

Jennifer Cheslock, Culture Days Manitoba General Manager 

jennifer.cheslock@culturedays.ca | nuitblanchewinnipeg.ca  
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