
 
 

  

 
2021 Call for Submissions 

Illuminate the Night Funded Projects 

Budget $500 or $1,000 (subject to funding) 

DEADLINE: THURS AUG 5, 
11:59 PM  

 

Illuminate the Night is an open call that invites contemporary art submissions from artists and artist collectives 
residing in Manitoba to be exhibited at the 12th annual Nuit Blanche Winnipeg: taking place over the entire run of 
Culture Days Manitoba, September 24 – October 24, 2021.  

 

Nuit Blanche Winnipeg is a free evening exploration and celebration of contemporary art that kicks off Culture Days 

Manitoba’s month of events. To ensure that Nuit Blanche Winnipeg can go forward in 2021, we are planning for a small 

number of art installations that can be accessible to audiences no matter what the public health orders may be in the 

fall (with regards to outdoor gathering sizes and limitations). Installations for our funded Illuminate the Night program 

will be set up in business/service/office window displays in neighborhoods such as the Exchange District, Downtown, 

The Forks, the West End, and St. Boniface.  

Produced by Culture Days Manitoba, Nuit Blanche Winnipeg 2021’s Illuminate the Night installations will be active each 

evening during the extended run of Culture Days, September 24 – October 24, so that audiences can walk, roll, or bike 

by and engage with the pieces on any evening they would like.    

For 2021, Nuit Blanche Winnipeg is focusing on the opportunity for artists and arts groups to challenge themselves 

to innovate and create chances for Manitobans to experience contemporary art within the context of the pandemic 

while ensuring all necessary safety and health measures are respected. Illuminate the Night is an open call for 

artists and artist collectives residing in Manitoba to develop works connecting the primary activity zones in the 

Exchange District, Downtown, The Forks, the West End, and St. Boniface. Artists are invited to submit new, pre-

existing, or in-process projects which contemplate an exciting and engaging interpretation of the theme 

Illuminate the Night using public interaction if possible, spectacle, and light/illumination. (Keep in mind that the 

installation must be able to fit inside a window display.) 

 

 
As an example, the Exchange District BIZ window display at 492 Main Street could be utilized for Nuit Blanche Winnipeg 2021. 

Photo credit: Libby Hsiao, Google Images 

https://nuitblanchewinnipeg.ca/
https://culturedays.ca/en/mb


SUBMISSION GUIDELINES  
  

 ELIGIBILITY    

• You are an individual artist or you are submitting on behalf of an artists’ collective. 
• Due to the continued uncertainty of travel restrictions in our province, you currently reside in Manitoba.  

• You agree to install your own work and attend to any matters concerning its continued functioning. 

• Your work can fit inside a window display - Nuit Blanche Winnipeg staff will work with artists and venue 
managers to find the best fit for each project selected. 

• You agree to allow images of you and your work to be used by and publicized as part of Nuit Blanche 

Winnipeg and Culture Days Manitoba 
• Incorporated organizations including galleries and artist-run centres are NOT eligible to submit. 

 
 

 HOW TO SUBMIT     

Click here to access the online submission form. 

• Carefully review all sections of the online submission form before beginning. The form is a 

combination of fields that must be filled in online and images/audio/video you can upload. See 

“Required Application Materials” below.  

• Attach up to eight supporting image attachments (jpeg files, 1MB each max). 

• Attach up to two audio/video links (5 min max). If your audio/video submission is part of a longer file,  
indicate start and end times. 

 
 

 ASSESSMENT CRITERIA & SELECTION  

The Artistic Advisory Committee of Nuit Blanche Winnipeg will consider the following criteria and make 
recommendations for proposals to be featured through Illuminate the Night at Nuit Blanche Winnipeg 2021: 

• Artistic merit of proposed project.   

• Potential to enhance the programming and public experience of Nuit Blanche Winnipeg.  

• Strength of supporting material and/or past projects.   

• Feasibility of the project, given time, location, and budget restraints. 

• Your work is accessible to small groups of audiences as they view/interact with it from behind glass. 

• Proposals for new work will be considered, but pre-existing or in-process projects are encouraged due 
to time and budget restraints. 

• All installations/exhibits are encouraged to operate each evening throughout the entire event, September 
24 – October 24, 2021, but shorter operating dates may be considered.     

• A unique and engaging interpretation of the theme of “Illuminate the Night”. Projects that utilize audience 
interaction, light and/or illumination are preferred. 

 
 

BUDGET 

In 2021 two levels of funding will be made available to artists for a total of 14 funded projects: eight small projects 

that can be completed with a $500 contribution and six medium-sized projects that can be completed with a $1,000 

contribution. Each selected project will receive an honorarium of either $500 or $1,000, based on the budget 

included in the application. Half of the honorarium will be paid once project is chosen and an agreement is signed. 

The other half will be paid after the project is presented.  Honorariums for Illuminate the Night are made possible 

by the  Manitoba Arts Council and are subject to receipt of said funding in August 2021. Culture Days Manitoba 

reserves the right to award fewer projects based on the funding it receives to produce Nuit Blanche Winnipeg.  
 
 

https://form.jotform.com/211716046250244


 LOCATION  

Illuminate the Night projects will create a pathway between the Exchange District, Downtown, The Forks, St. 

Boniface, and the West End for audiences to enjoy on multiple evenings. NBW encourages applicants to be 

creative while also considering the feasibility of their proposal and potential size/access constraints  of 

window displays prior to submission. Nuit Blanche Winnipeg staff will work with artists and venue managers to 

find the best fit for each project selected. 

 

 

REQUIRED APPLICATION MATERIALS  

In addition to answering all questions required in the online submission form, a complete submission includes the 
following: 

• Project Description (500 words max). A detailed physical description of the exhibit or event. Include program 
type, title of show, mediums, number of pieces, dimensions, optimal space and facilities requirements, 
technical requirements, necessary amount of time for install and dismantle, level of required technical and 
production support, etc. Include anything which will contribute to a clear and complete visualization of how 
the exhibit or event will be produced and be presented to the public. 

• Detailed Timeline including any advance preparation, installation details, and dismantle (500 words max). 

• Artist Bio  

• CVs for all artists 

• Project Budget that includes all costs for the project including fees for any artists involved. 

• Support Materials (Up to 8 digital images & 2 audio/video links; see online submission form for details) 

 

 

NOTES   

• Any costs over and above the honorarium are the responsibility of the artist/collective. Applicants 
requiring additional funds should demonstrate how they can carry out the project as proposed if such funds 
are not realized. 

• Alternative application formats (such as voice recordings, videos, telephone calls, etc.) may be arranged upon 
request (email info@nuitblanchewinnipeg.ca or phone/text 204-942-8221). 

• Projects must be free of charge; cover charges and entry fees are not permitted. 

• The total audience for Nuit Blanche Winnipeg has been in the range of 25,000 people throughout the night in 
past years but is anticipated to be smaller in 2021 as the event is spread over multiple evenings. 

• Projects must be located the Exchange District, Downtown, St. Boniface, or the West End. See this 2019 
map for approximate locations. 

• Late applications will not be accepted. 
• By submitting an application, you agree that you have read and agree to all guidelines. 
• Selected artists’/teams’ information including bios, images, and event details will be included in Nuit 

Blanche Winnipeg promotional materials and distributed to media. Artists are expected to participate in 
press events and/or interviews. 

 

 

NOTIFICATION   

You will be notified of the jury’s selections by email by August 31, 2021.  

For more information or any questions, contact info@nuitblanchewinnipeg.ca    

Culture Days Manitoba recognizes the importance of equity and diversity in the presentation of Nuit Blanche 
Winnipeg. If you feel comfortable, we encourage you in your application to voluntarily self-declare if you identify as 
part of an underrepresented work equity group, such as women, persons with disabilities, Black, a Person of Colour, 
Indigenous, Métis or Inuit peoples, or in the LGBTQ2+ community. 

mailto:info@nuitblanchewinnipeg.ca
https://bd8.fbb.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/2019-002_NB_Pocket_Map_WEB.pdf
https://bd8.fbb.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/2019-002_NB_Pocket_Map_WEB.pdf
mailto:info@nuitblanchewinnipeg.ca

