
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

300 – 245 McDermot Ave.  ⬧  Winnipeg, MB  ⬧  R3B 0S6  ⬧  204.942.8221  ⬧  culturedays.ca/mb 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Nuit Blanche Winnipeg 2020 Illuminate the Night:  
Open Call for Artist Submissions 

 
WINNIPEG, July 30, 2020 – In celebration of its 11th year, Nuit Blanche Winnipeg (NBW) welcomes 

applications to Illuminate the Night, inviting contemporary art submissions from artists and artist 

collectives residing in Manitoba to be exhibited on Saturday, September 26, 2020.  

 

Nuit Blanche Winnipeg is an evening exploration and celebration of contemporary art that takes 

place on the last Saturday in September as a kickoff to Culture Days Manitoba’s month of events 

(running September 25 – October 25, 2020). Produced by Culture Days Manitoba, NBW will run 

from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. with opportunities for activities and installations to take place at 

indoor and outdoor locations where COVID-19 protocols are already in place, or to move to online 

platforms so that audiences can continue to participate safely. All activities are free of charge as in 

past years. 

 

“For 2020, Nuit Blanche is focusing on the opportunity for artists and arts groups to challenge 

themselves to innovate and create opportunity for Manitobans to experience a night of 

contemporary art within the context of the pandemic while ensuring all necessary safety and 

health measures are respected,” explains Nicole Matiation, Co-Chair of Culture Days Manitoba.  

 

Illuminate the Night is an open call for artists and artist collectives residing in Manitoba to develop 

works connecting the primary activity zones in the Exchange District, Downtown, St. Boniface, and 

the West End. Artists working in all artistic mediums are invited to submit new, pre-existing, 

or in-process projects which contemplate an exciting and engaging interpretation of the theme 

Illuminate the Night using public interaction, spectacle, and light/illumination. 

 

David Pensato, fellow Co-Chair of CDM says, “While proposals for new work will certainly be 

considered, this year we are encouraging artists and artist collectives to submit their 

proposals for pre-existing or in-process projects due to time and budget restraints.” 

 

“In response to these uncertain times, all participating artists and arts groups must agree to respect 

Manitoba Public Health guidelines at all times so that audiences can continue to enjoy Culture Days and 

Nuit Blanche safely,” says Matiation.  She adds, “Activities and installations will be accessible either 
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online or to small groups of audiences at indoor and outdoor locations where Covid -19 

protocols for gatherings and physical distancing measures are already in place. We recognize that the 

situation with Covid-19 is fluid, and we’re moving forward with a focus on flexibility in our planning and 

with the understanding that all events have to meet provincial health requirements.”  

 

Pensato adds, “Nuit Blanche has attracted thousands of people to events in past years, and it’s 

important that we manage people’s expectations for 2020. There will be fewer events and installations, 

and we’re not using public gathering spaces like parks or closing streets so we can avoid the concerns 

around big crowds. Instead we want to encourage people to get outside and walk or bike around to 

enjoy more of a low-key evening of reconnecting with art in a physically distanced environment.” 

 

Artists, art organizations, businesses, and others who want to organize a NBW event can do so by 

registering through the Culture Days Manitoba Events Page.  After the event is created, email 

nuitblanchewpg@gmail.com to let us know where your Nuit Blanche Winnipeg event will be located 

(and how it will adhere to provincial guidelines for gatherings and physical distancing) and once 

approved, we will add you to the NBW Hub. A full listing of NBW events will be available in mid-

September.  

 

The Co-Chairs added that “Culture Days Manitoba's commitment to continue programming in 2020 is an 

effort to reflect and to celebrate the resiliency of the sector along with its importance to the well-being 

of all Manitobans.” 

 

Research by the national chapter of Culture Days in 2019 shows that public participation in arts and 

culture increases community engagement and fosters deeper social connection, while reducing the 

isolation and loneliness that have been most keenly experienced in these months of social distancing. 

The emphasis on interactivity, openness, inter-discipline, and cross-sectoral collaboration allows all 

involved to uncover similarities and differences across cultures, languages, and lived experiences 

through creative exploration. Culture Days Manitoba and Nuit Blanche Winnipeg build bridges between, 

and within, communities.  

 

The Illuminate the Night Call for Submissions is available here. 

 

2019 NBW photos with credits are available here. 
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For more information, please contact: 

Jennifer Cheslock, Culture Days Manitoba General Manager 

jennifer.cheslock@culturedays.ca | nuitblanchewinnipeg.ca  
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