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DIRECTOR’S
REPORT
Updates from Brenda on Kayitz
2021 including registration news
and exciting announcements! 
Meet our Program Director, 
Rachel Parker. 

SPOTLIGHT
ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION 
We are thrilled to be launching
Chevrei Massad, a Machane Massad
Alumni Association. 
Read more about upcoming
events and ways to get involved. 

REBUILDING 
MACHANE MASSAD 

An inside look at our master plan to rebuild our
camp for the next generation of Massadniks and
the capital campaign that will get us there.  

Hear about the infrastructure updates you can
expect to see as early as Kayitz 2021.  
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Together, we applaud the
achievements, celebrate the
milestones and mourn the losses
of our Massad mishpacha.

Let the ruach of this Chanukah fill your home 
 חג חנוכה שמח

to all Massadniks near and far
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As we celebrate Chanukah, we remember a story of

triumph and overcoming adversity. After an unlikely

military victory, the Maccabees searched for oil to light the

Menorah and rededicate the Temple. This resulted in the

eventual discovery of a small jug of oil which miraculously

lasted eight nights. The idea of finding a glimmer of hope

in darkness is something we have all been struggling with

and striving for over the last nine months. However, our

ability to overcome adversity is not a miracle. Resilience in

the face of adversity is part of who we are as Jewish people.

Thanks to the dedication and generosity of the entire

Mishpachat Massad we are going into Kayitz 2021 with

positivity and excitement and I feel so fortunate to be part

of that family. It is an absolute privilege to work with our

professional staff and volunteers of all ages who care so

much about the future of Massad. The amount of people

that have stepped forward through this adversity and

offered to help in any capacity is why we are special. We

look at the candles on this holiday knowing that we all

want to do what we can to ensure that the future of

Massad is bright. 

In two short years our beloved Machane Massad will be

celebrating her 75th birthday and with the wear and tear of

time is in need of our help to remain the meaningful home

for future generations of Massadniks. With a view to

addressing the camp's need for renewal of its aging

infrastructure, the board of directors engaged architect,

Samantha Hayes, in 2019 to assess the camp facilities and to

develop a master plan for their renewal. Samantha’s work

was informed by camper, staff and alumni input and

following completion this spring was presented to and

adopted by the Camp’s board.

To be phased in over several years, the plan initially calls for 

a renewal of the agam for kayitz 2021 followed by the 

chadar ochel, office, and kikar, as well as the marpeah for

kayitz 2022. Subsequent phases will look to improve the

sports and omanut facilities, and the creation of a

Hadracha village for Machon and Malam.  While these

plans are ambitious for any camp, Massadniks know that

while we may be a small camp we are also a great one with

a proud legacy and a brilliant future worthy of support. In

the coming months we will be sharing more details of our

capital projects and looking for your partnership to help us

rebuild our Massad home.

If you are interested in learning more about or plans or

would like to be involved please reach out and let us know!

F O R  M O R E  I N F O  O N  H O W  T O  L E A V E
Y O U R  L E G A C Y  A T  M A C H A N E  M A S S A D  
P L E A S E  C O N T A C T  

REBUILDING FOR OUR FUTURE
by Eric Laxer, in camp 1972, 74, 79

B R E N D A @
C A M P M A S S A D . O R G

A note from our President...

On behalf of the entire Board of Directors that I have the

privilege to work with, I am wishing you all a Chag

Chanukah Sameach.

                    Danny Wald
President, Camp Massad

                 in camp 90-91, 94-2000
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Introducing Chevrei Massad 
The Camp Massad Alumni Association

With every crisis comes an opportunity! And this summer

was just that. While the camp facilities were sadly empty,

the ruach of camp was alive and well. 

Over and above the amazing creative virtual programs

which kept our campers and staff engaged and connected

all summer, we held the first ever Machane Massad virtual

camp reunion on August 16, 2020. 

Over 250 former staff and campers from 1947-1997 attended

and zoomed together sharing memories and songs of their

summers at Camp Massad. We apologize if we did not have

you on our lists and invite you to send us your contact info

so that you don’t miss out on the next event! 

We heard from 4 alum – Yigal Horowitz, Richard Cohen,

Linda Kornbluth Kislowicz and Irwin Cotler. The common

thread for all was the powerful and transformative impact

of Massad in shaping their Jewish identity and their

connection to Israel. Yigal and Richard now live in Israel and

invite us all to visit them! 

There was much excitement and nostalgia generated at the

reunion and, as a result, we are very excited to launch the

Massad Alumni Association. 

The alumni association will have several goals:

1. To keep alumni up to date and connected to the 

    camp and its accomplishments;

2. To update on the accomplishments of alumni;

3. To support the camp financially with annual and 

         special donations;

4. To create alumni events that bring people together 

          to recreate some of the energy and ruach that still 

          runs in our veins;

5. To offer mentorship to campers and staff.

If you are interested in getting involved or want to share

your thoughts and ideas, please contact Camp Massad

Director, Brenda Lerman at brenda@campmassad.org.

As you light your menorah this Chanukah, be sure to add a

Massad song or cheer into your traditions! Chag Sameach!

The Alumni Association steering committee,

Linda Kislowicz, Gita and Gerry Pearl, Susan Schwartz, Yona
Eichenbaum, Stephanie Steinman, Ronit Holtzman,  Lili
Senman, Jacob Bratin, Sherri Levine Bratin, Brenda Lerman,
Marissa Lydynia, Gabriella Hasen, Oliver Cutler, Zack Steinlauf,
Shonnie Benarroch, Sarah Goldberg, Brandon Goldberg, Zack
Bratin, Arieh Gomolin, Natey Polachek, Josh Holtzman

HELP US BUILD THE MASSAD ARCHIVES
Send  us  your  photos ,  videos ,  camp  t -shirts ,  maccabia  shiron / f lags ,  etc

514 -488 -6610
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FROM THE MISRAD

Dear fellow Massadniks, 

 

This year has clearly shown us the irreplaceable value of

friendship, community, and traditions.  For nearly 75

years, Machane Massad has flourished as a values-based

camp which beats to the rhythm of Jewish time while

simultaneously, existing outside of time altogether.  

 

Even as difficult decisions have been made over the past

several months, I have been so moved by the tremendous

outpour of your many touching testimonials re-affirming

the importance of Jewish camp and the core values that it

inspires in us all. 

 

Motivated by your words, it was clear in my mind what

needed to be done; It was time for us to put the values of

resilience, ruach, and team-work that we have been

teaching our campers all of these years to the test.  To that

end, without hesitation and with a Tamid Muchan
attitude, our team came together to start reimagining the

Massad of the future - the Massad that we will

simultaneously preserve and rebuild for our children and

our children’s children.  The board of directors has since

been actively engaged in the development of a strategic

plan that will help pave these paths and we have excitedly

introduced our very first alumni association.

 

On the ground, we have already begun to implement our

main strategic priorities in material and exciting new ways

– activating year-round engagement, creating earlier

contact points for young families and reimagining both

the camper and tzevet experience.  Despite all of the

Meet our 2021 

Program Director

external uncertainties, our registration numbers for

Kayitz 2021 are higher than this time last year, which

speaks volumes to the magic that lies within our graffiti-

clad walls.

We have taken this time to plan not only what summers

will look like starting in Kayitz 2021 but also the setting

within which they will take place.  We have been

working tirelessly with architects and professionals to

make the land and buildings that we have called home

summer after summer since 1947 feel like home in 2021

and beyond.  The tangible results of our efforts will be

seen as early as this summer.  When our Massadniks roll

onto the migrash, they will be met with a brand-new

bunk up in Galil, a new workshop for our maintenance

crew and, for all of us agam fanatics, brand-new docks!

Your passion, advocacy, and love for Massad enables us

to continue innovating, ensuring that our home will

thrive for generations to come. I am so proud to be a

part of this mishpacha, and I thank you all for your

ongoing and valuable partnership.

Keep thinking of us, get involved and spread the word

about Kayitz 2021, when we will be back together, and

better than ever!

Brenda Lerman
Director, Camp Massad

Massadnik forever, in camp 1990-2002

My name is Rachel and I am super excited to be Rosh

Tochnit for Kayitz 2021! 

Starting as a Geza camper in 2009, this coming summer

will be my 12th summer at Massad. As a staff member, I

worked as a lifeguard and Imun instructor for two

summers, and then worked as Rosh Omanut in 2019. 

I am currently studying at the University of Guelph-

Humber in the Media Studies program in Toronto and

hope to one day work in the graphic design field.  

I can’t wait to be back at Massad after being away for so

long! I am really looking forward to what will be the best

Kayitz ever!

Rachel Parker
RACHEL PARKER
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Hon. Irwin Cotler, in camp 1957-1961, parent, grandparent
   Named as Special Envoy to the United Nations for Holocaust 

   Remembrance and Combatting Antisemitism.

Elliot Lifson, parent, grandparent
   Appointed to the Order of Canada for his extraordinary      

   contributions to the Canadian apparel industry and service to 

   the greater community.

Victoria Kaspi, current parent 
   Awarded the David Johnston Faculty and Staff Award by McGill 

   University.

Together, we applaud the achievements and celebrate the

milestones of our Massad mishpacha. They exemplify the

tremendous successes and contributions of Massad’s alumni

and friends throughout communities around the world.

Know a Massadnik
who deserves a 
shout-out?
Let us know so 
we can include 
them in our next
newsletter.

brenda
@campmassad.org

Among the thousands of people who spent summers at Camp Massad are a few who

stand out and become veritable ICONS of their generation.  Korny was one of those

people. His magnetic personality was bigger than life. His huge, warm, inviting smile, his

charm and his wit, were his trademark. There was always a twinkle in his eye and a joke or

story to tell.  

His time at Camp Massad goes back to the 50’s and 60’s. So many of the condolence

notes to the family harkened back to those days – a mere 70 +  years ago. That in itself is

remarkable - talk about impact!  He was the camp Golden Boy. As Rosh Agam, he made

the waterfront a happy and safe place always donning a funny hat to top it off. Indeed, he

was legendary.  

Korny was my BIG cousin and while we never attended camp at the same time, I always

felt a special connection all the more so, because I too, was nicknamed 'Korny' at Camp

Massad. I was honoured to share this name with him. It felt very special.  

Irwin went on to become a very accomplished physician and brought his charm and

intellect to his medical practice. He was known as a caring and compassionate doctor

and the one everyone wanted to have by their side to bring their babies into the world.   

To say that Korny was a role model would be an understatement.  

He was that and so much more.

Linda Kornbluth Kislowicz
in camp 1960-1969

In memory of 

Dr. Irwin "Korny" Kornbluth

SPOTLIGHT

'Korny' 
walking up from the agam

August 8, 1956


