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PROJECT SUMMARY: 

This project for the University of Florida Department of Housing & Residence Life consists of a new 
undergraduate student residential complex located on UF’s main campus in Gainesville, Florida.  This 
new 5-acre complex will feature five distinct yet interconnected buildings totaling over 400,000 SF.  The 
complex will include provisions to serve a 1,400-person community offering rich opportunities for 
students, faculty, and staff.  The space types include common areas, student apartment suites, residence 
rooms, grand hall, restrooms, central utility plant, kitchens, and auxiliary support areas.  The HVAC 
mechanical scope of work consisted of custom rooftop CHW/HHW OA units, water source heat pumps, 
VRF systems, and a central utility plant consisting of chilled water, heating hot water, steam, condensate, 
and condenser water systems.   The plumbing scope included domestic water and sanitary waste/vent 
provisions for the multi-occupant wet core restrooms, individual restrooms, and common areas.  A 
central domestic hot water system was utilized at the central utility plant.  A fire flow test was 
coordinated and hydraulic calculations were performed for the fire protection system.  The fire 
protection system was a full layout design including the site piping and fire pump.  As the project’s MPF 
engineering consultant and engineer of record, Mitchell Gulledge Engineering provided pre-design, 
design, and construction administration services including site inspections, submittal reviews, and as-
built documentation. 

This new undergraduate student residential complex is a perfect representation of our team’s ability to 
provide quality engineering for a fast-paced, major student housing project for a nationally recognized 
higher education institution.  As a design-build project, this project’s success can partially be attributed 
to our team’s ability to coordinate multi-disciplinarily with the prime architect, local architect, 
structural/civil consultants, design build contractor, and the owner’s representatives.  This project had a 
strict budget and narrow construction window.  Therefore, it was imperative that critical decisions were 
discussed and implemented early in the project’s pre-design and design phases.  Our team developed 
numerous value engineering options that would best serve the university while maintaining our target 
budget and schedule.  Our primary objective was to create a timeless asset that would appeal to both 
residents and future stakeholders.  We are proud to collaborate with The Weitz Company, PGAL, and 
Walker Architect’s to bring the University of Florida’s vision to life.  We have no doubt this new 
residential complex will help propel UF’s mission to enrich student lives through a vibrant and engaged 
campus community for many years to come.   


