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Referred to as the “Switzerland” of  Central America, Costa 
Rica is known worldwide for its stable democracy, utterly 
peaceful country, genuine hospitality, and pioneering con-

servation efforts – all of  which has attracted millions of  travelers 
to explore the country’s remarkable parks and nature reserves. 
According to the Happy Planet Index compiled by the New Eco-
nomics Foundation, Costa Rica tops the ranks as the “happiest” 
country in the world based upon global data of  life expectancy 
provided by the Gallup World Poll, as well as life expectancy fig-
ures provided by United Nations Human Development Report.

Over the past 30 years, Costa Rica has developed a unique in-
frastructure that allows visitors of  all ages to enjoy the country’s 
natural exuberance through a variety of  thrilling, adrenaline-ris-
ing, yet safe activities including zip-lining through the tropical 
forest canopy, canyoning secluded waterfalls, rafting down pris-
tine rivers, hiking to active volcanoes, and Kayaking and canoeing 
on rivers, lakes and both the Caribbean and Pacific Oceans. This 
increasingly diverse lifestyle has also helped fuel a surging interest 
in western classical music, which helps to draw large and enthusi-
astic audiences wherever visiting touring ensembles perform.

The American Celebration of  Music is a special annual perfor-
mance-tour program, co-sponsored by local governments, music 
associations, community organizations, and tourist boards around 
the globe. In many countries this has developed into a presti-
gious, recognized, year-long concert-series festival. Recognition 
of  this festival facilitates greater access to performance venues, 
official publicity, generally very successful concert arrangements, 
and the ability to touch local cultures in a way that may not be 

done through other affiliations. This equates to more meaningful 
musical and emotional experiences for participating performance 
ensembles.
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Sample Itinerary

Enjoy a visit to Finca Educativa Don Juan educational farm. The 
local farmer, who owns the sustainable five-acre farm, grows more 
than 60 crop species including native and introduced plants, as well 
as medicinal plants using environmentally-friendly techniques over 
traditional methods. 
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Depart via scheduled air service to San José, Costa Rica
Arrive in San José. Meet your MCI Tour Manager, who will assist the 
group to awaiting chartered motorcoach for a transfer to the hotel via 
orientation tour of  San Jose
Afternoon hotel check-in
Evening Welcome Dinner and overnight

SAN JOSÉ / SARCHI / ARENAL / PUNTARENAS

Transfer to Sarchi. Here we will have time to enjoy the artistic work 
of  the local artisans
Continue to Arenal
Tour to El Silencio Trails and lookout. Our expert bilingual natural-
ist guide will find the animals and point-out indigenous rain forest 
plants. Frequent sightings include: monkeys, wild boars, toucans, 
White-Nosed Coatis, Golden Eyelash Vipers, Boa Constrictors, 
White-tailed Deer, Great Curassows. 
Spend some time at the Hot Springs, a series of  pools fed with 
volcanic water

Morning visit Doka Coffee Estate for a coffee tour
Continue to Poás Volcano National Park for a tour. One of  the 
attractive features about Poás is you can get all the way to the edge 
of  the crater. Two more craters make up parts of  the park, the ex-
tinct Von Frantzuis crater and the Botos crater. Botos is a beautiful 
cold green water crater lake. Well marked trails will take you to see 
the two inactive craters
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Morning tour of  the nearby Arenal Rainforest Reserve. The tour 
includes the ascent by cable car to the top of  the Arenal Reserve. 
On the way back you can choose to return on the tram or take the 
Sky Trek which is a secure system of  trails and zip lines
Transfer to Puntarenas

Visit Manuel Antonio National Park. The park contains a charming 
combination of  rain forest, beaches and coral reefs. The forest is 
home for sloths, iguanas, the rare and adorable squirrel monkeys 
and millions of  colorful little crab. And the trail that winds around 

Punta Cathedral affords some spectacular views. The park is easy to 
reach, and is near a good selection of  restaurants
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Breakfast at the hotel
Transfer to San José’s airport for return flight

DAY ONE: ARRIVE

DAY TWO: SAN JOSÈ

DAY SEVEN: DEPART FOR HOME

DAY THREE: SAN JOSÈ / SARCHI / ARENAL

DAY FOUR: ARENAL

DAY FIVE: ARENAL / PUNTARENAS

DAY SIX: PUNTARENAS



Music Celebrations International
1440 S. Priest Drive, Ste. 102  Tempe, AZ 85281-6952
Toll-free: 800.395.2036  |  Fax 480.894.5137
www.musiccelebrations.com | info@musiccelebrations.com 

Standard Performance Tours in Costa Rica

Tour 1  6 Nights / 7 Days
2 Nights in San José with excursion to Sarchi, 2 nights in Arenal, 
2 nights in Puntarenas

Tour 2  7 Nights / 8 Days
2 Nights in San José with excursion to Sarchi, 3 nights in Arenal, 
2 nights in Puntarenas

Tour 3  8 Nights / 9 Days
3 Nights in San José with excursion to Sarchi, 3 nights in Arenal, 
2 nights in Puntarenas

These and all other Standard Tours may be viewed on our website at www.musiccelebrations.com. 
Fully-customized tours may also be created to meet your specific needs and interests.

Potential Performance Venues
Ampitheater at INBIO Park
Santo Domingo Cathedral
Basilica de los Angeles Cathedral
Eugene O’Neill Theater
La Fortuna Church
Ampitheater at Villa Caletas on the Pacific
San Bada’s Theater in ML. Antonio
Melico Salazar Theater
National Auditorium Theater at the Children’s Museum

MCI made the trip planning experience (a part 
about which I was nervous as a new orchestra di-
rector) so easy and stress-free. I think they really 
understand the needs of performance groups and 
I appreciated the emphasis on performances and 
musical opportunities. On my students’ end-of-
year reflections, the trip was consistently one of 
the highlights of the year!

Veronica Allen, Orchestra Director
Walter Williams High School
Burlington, North Carolina


