
5th Grade Band Information 
 

Why join band? 
WHY NOT?! 

 

 
Introduction 
The transition from elementary to middle school that occurs in the 5th grade presents 
your child with a number of new and exciting opportunities, including the option to join 
the band program!  
 
In this packet you’ll discover the answers to numerous questions that you may have, 
information about our upcoming instrument fittings, and several reasons as to why 
joining band is a fantastic idea. 
 
If you have any questions or need help of any kind, please don’t hesitate to contact Mr. 
Nick Riley, Director of Bands, at nriley@libertycenterschools.org. 



Picking An Instrument and How to Join 
Typically we offer an opportunity in May for current 4th grade students to try out some 
instruments to help make their selection.  Unfortunately due to COVID-19 and the 
school closure, we are unable to offer this opportunity this year. 
 
Here’s how to join band: 

● Instead, please view this video of demonstrations of all of our band instruments: 
Band Instrument Demos 

● After watching the video, fill out this Google Form to join the band: 5th Grade 
Band Sign Up 

● Contact Rettig Music (Rettig Music or 1-800-52-MUSIC) to inquire about 
instrument rentals.  Indicate that your child is a Liberty Center student and that 
you wish for their instrument to be delivered to the school by the start of school in 
August.  The rental agreement will begin at that time as well.  If renting through 
Rettig is not possible, your child may borrow or purchase an instrument (consult 
Mr. Riley before making purchases).  LC Schools does not rent or sell 
instruments. 

● Reach out to Mr. Riley (nriley@libertycenterschools.org) with any questions you 
may have! 

 
 

Great Reasons to Join the Band! 
As a beginning musician, you can: 

● Have fun! 
● Learn a lifelong skill 
● Boost your brain power 
● Make new friends 
● Experience the thrill of performance and competition 
● Try something new 
● Learn to express yourself in a new way 
● Go on amazing trips to exciting places 
● Open doors to new opportunities 
● Learn to be a part of a team 
● Build your confidence 
● Learn responsibility and commitment 
● Get in free to all kinds of sporting events 
● Continue the long and proud tradition of the Liberty Center Band! 

 

https://vimeo.com/81811263
https://forms.gle/VE5iZUWSz1ghJGBP7
https://forms.gle/VE5iZUWSz1ghJGBP7
http://www.rettigmusic.com/
mailto:nriley@libertycenterschools.org


...And the Research Proves It! 
 
Admissions officers at 70% of the nation’s major universities have stated that high 
school credit and achievement in the arts are significant considerations for admission to 
their institutions. Be Part of the Music 
 
Ninety-two (92) percent of people who play an instrument say they were glad they learned 
to do so, according to a 2000 Gallup Poll. – Gallup Poll Shows Strong Support for Putting 
Music in Every School’s Curriculum, Giles Communications, 2000.  
 
The scores of elementary instrumental music students on standardized math tests 
increased with each year they participated in the instrumental program. – “Music Training 
Helps Underachievers,” Nature, May 26, 1996.  
 
The part of the brain responsible for planning, foresight, and coordination is 
substantially larger for instrumental musicians than for the general public. - “Music On the 
Mind,” Newsweek, July 24, 2000. 
 
The combined results of 30 studies indicate that music instruction is linked to 
significantly improved reading skills.  Be Part of the Music 
 
Nine out of ten adults and teenagers who play instruments agree that music making 
brings the family closer together. – Music Making and Our Schools, American Music 
Conference, 2000. 
 
In a 2000 survey, 73 percent of respondents agree that teens who play an instrument are 
less likely to have discipline problems. – Americans Love Making Music – And Value Music 
Education More Highly Than Ever, American Music Conference, 2000. 
 
A ten-year study indicates that students who study music achieve higher test scores, 
regardless of socioeconomic background. – Dr. James Catterall, UCLA. 
 
 
Music students demonstrate less test anxiety and performance anxiety than students 
who do not study music. – “College-Age Musicians Emotionally Healthier than Non-Musician 
Counterparts,” Houston Chronicle, 1998.  
 
The College Entrance Examination Board found that students involved in public school 
music programs scored 107 points higher on the SAT.  Be Part of the Music 
 

 



Did You Know? 
Did you know that over 80 Liberty Center Schools employees participated in band or 
choir while they were in school?  In fact, so many people participated that we could 
make our own band! 
 
Flute Clarinet Saxophone Trumpet 
Mrs. Chamberlin Mrs. Weber Mrs. Echler Mr. Mays 
Mrs. Waisner Mrs. Rhoads Mrs. Medina Mrs. Rees 
Mrs. Shafer Mrs. Spieth Mrs. Sager Mr. Ressler 
Mrs. Smith Mrs. Keller Mrs. Bressler Mrs. Bare 
Mrs. Sines Mrs. Myers Mr. Bowser Mrs. Panning 
Mrs. Weaks Mrs. Garretson Mrs. Pratt 
Ms. Mericle Mrs. Hartzell Mrs. McBride 
Mrs. Evans Mrs. Chapman Ms. Dishop 
Mrs. Carl Mrs. Hill Mrs. Righi 
Ms. Ahleman 
Mrs. Rettig 
 
French Horn Trombone Baritone Tuba Percussion 
Mrs. Szabo Mrs. Tejkl Mr. Green Mr. Hug Mr. Riley 
Mrs. Bowers Mrs. Halleck Mrs. Oberhaus Mr. Black 

Mrs. Soto  
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Frequently Asked Questions 
● Does band conflict with recess? 

○ NO!  Band used to meet during recess but we have managed to fix the 
scheduling issues.  Band students will still be able to enjoy recess AND 
participate in the band this year! 

● Can I play sports and be in band? 
○ YES!  In fact, many of our musicians are heavily involved with athletics. 

There are no conflicts with athletics in the 5th grade as band meets during 
the school day only.  The Athletic Department also schedules around our 
concerts so games and practices do not conflict with performances. 

● I don’t own an instrument.  What do I do? 
○ We do have some school-owned instruments reserved for students with 

financial difficulties.  If you are able to rent an instrument, please rent one 
from Rettig Music.  You can also borrow an instrument from a friend or 
family member.  If you’re planning on buying an instrument, please check 
with Mr. Riley in advance. 

● What if I don’t get my first instrument choice? 
○ Don’t worry, you will!  We don’t have a set number of each instrument that 

we allow in band each year.  You are able to play what you want pending 
the instrument is typically found in a band. 

● How do I sign up for band?  
○ Use this link: 5th Grade Band Sign Up 

● Do I have to have experience on an instrument to join band? 
○ NO!  The best part about this is that no experience is necessary for 

success! 
● What can I do over the summer to get ready for band? 

○ First, locate an instrument and purchase your other required classroom 
materials (a list will be sent to students who sign up).  Second, if you have 
the opportunity to study privately with an expert on your instrument, this is 
the best possible thing to do in preparation for the upcoming year. 

● I want to do band but my friends don’t think it’s cool.  What should I do? 
○ Have your friends join band with you!  Band is more fun with a friend and 

it’s always cool to have a special talent! 
● I’m more of a sports kid.  I don’t want to do band. 

○ You don’t have to do band but remember, you also don’t have to make 
huge life decisions in the 5th grade.  There’s no separation between band 
and sports - many of our band members are great athletes, at the top of 
their class academically, and in the band.  You never know what you’re 

https://forms.gle/VE5iZUWSz1ghJGBP7


missing out on if you don’t try - plus, you’ll find a lot of similarities between 
band and sports (learning a skill no one else has, working as a team, 
practice makes perfect, etc.). 

● Can I play guitar or piano in band? 
○ Unfortunately guitar and piano aren’t band instruments.  However, the 

skills you learn in band will directly help you if you’d like to pick up guitar 
or piano in the future. 

● What instruments do you offer in 5th grade band? 
○ Flute, clarinet, alto saxophone, trumpet, French horn, trombone, baritone, 

tuba, percussion 
● I’m not sure if I’m interested or not.  What should I do? 

○ Watch the demonstration videos above and give it some thought.  You can 
sign up for band all the way up to the beginning of the school year. 

● I’m thinking about joining band in the future but not in 5th grade.  Is this 
allowed? 

○ Yes, but it is not recommended.  Each year of band is really important for 
the development of the student-musician.  It’s best to start in 5th grade to 
learn these skills early. 

 

Important Contact Information 
● Director of Bands - Mr. Nick Riley nriley@libertycenterschools.org 
● MS Counselor - Ms. Shelley Ahleman sahleman@libertycenterschools.org 
● Rettig Music - www.rettigmusic.com or 1-800-52-MUSIC 

 
 


