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Joshua Tree National Park can be a beautiful place to visit in the winter. It can cool down below freezing at night but usually during the 
day it is well above freezing. Imagine the surprise of waking up to five inches of snow covering your truck and campsite, clearing the truck 
off and finally being able to tour the park in its snow-covered beauty to take photographs.

Winter Sunrise at Joshua Tree
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The Grand Canyon in Arizona offers many different faces and moods. Wintertime trips can be quite interesting. Winter rains and an 
occasional snow storm can change things up but those weather conditions and the cloudy skies give contrast and highlight the canyons 
depths. In the photo below hiking into the canyon gives a different perspective. The Hermit Trail descends seven miles to the bottom of 
the canyon but Jackson and I only hiked two miles down before heading back up.

Sun Dappled Canyon
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The southern Oregon coast is one of the most beautiful coasts I have visited. One of our trips took us to Harris Beach State Park near 
Brookings, Oregon. It is hard to pick one favorite spot on the Oregon coast but this is one of my favorite spots. Rocky cliffs and long sandy 
beaches satisfy anybody’s wishes for a coastline experience.

Sunset at Harris Beach
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Arches National Parks near Moab, Utah is a red sandstone gallery of rock formations, of course the many arches being the main attraction.  
Wall Street is popular due to it’s accessibility. With a parking lot just a few hundred yards from this spot you can take the Park Avenue 
Trail through the center of the canyon to another parking lot about a mile away. If you look closely you can see two hikers to give some 
perspective. Landscape Arch shown below, is a one mile hike in, but well worth the time as there are more arches to be seen along the trail.

Walking Along Wall Street
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The constant changing and movement of the geothermal features of Yellowstone National Park sometimes take victims as new life tries to 
keep going on the edge. Pictured below; bison range freely in the park and commonly will block some of the roads going through passes 
as the herd moves from one meadow to another. It is hard to visit the park and not see a bison. Yellowstone is named for the color of the 
sandstone in Yellowstone Canyon where Yellowstone Falls is located. The park is very large covering portions of Montana and Wyoming.

Day’s End at Yellowstone
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The deepest lake in the Unites States is Crater Lake in Oregon at 1,943 feet. No streams flow in or out of the lake so the level is maintained 
by precipitation, evaporation and seepage. Jackson and I spent a week at Crater Lake National Park in Oregon in mid-June, we were                
fortunate to get there the day the whole park was opened up. Snowfall of 44 feet yearly keeps most of the road around the rim of the crater 
closed during the majority of the year.

Crater Lake Dawn
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The Cullasaja River in the Nantahala National Forest, North Carolina has a beautiful series of waterfalls. One of them, Dry Falls, has a 
trail that leads behind the waterfall due to the way the cliff has eroded. Below; Cullasaja Falls is difficult to view and photograph due to 
its location beside a narrow section of US 64 which is full of dangerous curves with no shoulders.

Dry Falls 
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Wilson Creek in the Pisgah National Forest, North Carolina is a popular place for outdoor recreation. The creek offers paddlers a challenge 
and there are sandy beaches with deep water to swim in on the lower portion of the gorge. There are many trails in this recreation area 
leading to waterfalls and other beautiful areas of the forest. A stop at Betsey’s Ole Country Store in Mortimer is a must. Sit on the porch and 
chat with Bruce Grey, give Lucy the dog some pats on the head, and learn the history of this popular recreation area.

Crepuscular Light at Wilson Creek
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For a town with a population less than 100 Stanley, Idaho is a pretty large place. There are several restaurants, a motel, gas station and 
grocery store, outfitters and more. Of course being right at the foot of the Sawtooth Range with the Snake River on the edge of town and 
several lakes nearby Stanley attract many outdoor enthusiasts with varied interests. The beauty if the Sawtooth Mountains is truly awe 
inspiring.

Salmon River & Sawtooth Mountains
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The McKenzie River in Oregon originates from Clear Lake  in the Cascade Mountains. Koosah Falls is one of several beautiful Falls in 
the Willamette National Forest on the McKenzie. The river is named after Donald McKenzie who was a Scottish Canadian fur trader that 
explored parts of the Pacific Northwest in the early 19th century. The river has a beautiful blue hue and the coloring is due to the water 
flowing through the volcanic terrain.

Koosah Falls Autumn
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Part of the Sauratown Mountain range in the northern Piedmont of North Carolina Hanging Rock State Park has beautiful views. This 
mountain range is located east of the Appalachian Mountains and includes Pilot Mountain. These distinct and unique mountains have 
islands of flora and fauna in the higher elevations that are not common to the Piedmont but more of the Appalachians. Hiking, camping, 
and rock climbing are popular at this beautiful state park. 

Hanging Rock View
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The December day we visited was a beautiful subdued one at Cape Arago, State Park Oregon. There are theories that Sir Francis Drake an-
chored his ship the Golden Hinde in the south cove of Cape Arago; we don’t know if it is true but it does make an interesting story. There 
are several state parks along the headland from Coos Bay down to Cape Arago where the road ends. Each park is uniquely beautiful.

Winter at Cape Arago
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One of my favorite places is the Mount Rogers National Recreation Area – Grayson Highland State Park area in southwest Virginia. Most 
of my scenic calendars feature one scene from this wonderful place I have been visiting and exploring since the mid 1970s. I have spent 
many nights camped along the ridges in all kinds of weather but have been rewarded with gorgeous sunrises & sunsets, wild ponies, and 
grand vistas.

Wilburn Ridge View
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Thank you for purchasing my 2020 Scenic Calendar. I hope you enjoy the places Photo Dog Jackson 
and I visit and photograph. Photographs and other products are available at www.matthewirvin.com

The Grand Teton, the Teton Glacier, and Mount Owens at Grand Teton National Park in early September


