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C O U N T Y  L I N E

L
ong before the first vines 
arrived in Napa Valley or the 
hills of Walla Walla showed 
any signs of grape growth, 
the fields around Texas were 
sprouting with the buds of 

North America’s earliest vineyards. 
Wine-making in Texas dates back to 
1662, when a group of Franciscan priests 
arrived to find the land was ripe for 
establishing vineyards. Prohibition put 
a halt on much of the state’s production, 
and it’s only in the past decade that Texas 

has begun to reclaim its place as one of 
the nation’s best wine-growing regions. 

There are now more than 394 wine 
producers in the state of Texas, and 
of course, some of those call Denton 
County home. The county’s wineries and 
vineyards are set along what is known as 
the Texoma American Viticulture Area 
(AVA), a wine region that stretches 3,650 
square miles along the Texas-Oklahoma 
line. While there are a handful of vine-
yards in the region growing their own 
grapes, many area producers buy their 

Sophisticated wine connoisseurs may find 
a new favorite bottle right here in Aubrey, 
Sanger, Ponder or Lewisville. 
BY KRISTY ALPERT

  The  
Wines  
               Vines  
    of Denton  
          County

&

Aubrey’s Fortunata 
Winery offers crisp 
whites, flavorful rosés, 
full-bodied reds and 
even sparkling wines. 
Tastings start at $7 and 
can be paired with a 
cheese board or pizza 
from the stone oven.
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fruit from other wine regions around 
the world then blend and age the wines 
on local soil to create quality products 
unique to Denton County. 

“Denton County is one of the fastest 
growing counties in the state, and with 
that growth comes the development of 
new businesses,” says Travis Veselka, 
director of membership and marketing 
at the Denton County Chamber of 
Commerce. “Among these have been the 
establishment of more local wineries, 
vineyards, wine bars and wine retailers 
serving a population whose demand for 
wine is growing every year. Many local 
restaurants and wine shops have been 
recognized for their outstanding wine 
lists as well.”

From rural vineyards to urban 
wineries, check out some of these Denton 
County wine producers for a true taste of 
what the region offers.

Fortunata Winery 
Aubrey, Texas
Named after the Italian word for 
“fortunate” — the feeling owners Shari 
and Dr. Kelby Trusty feel on a daily basis 
now that they are living their dream in 
Aubrey — Fortunata Winery has grown 
from a pastoral property into a thriving 
destination for weddings, wine tastings 
and private events. The Tuscan-themed 
winery features a tasting room, rock 
pizza oven and outdoor fireplace with a 
deck for live music. There is also a small 
wedding chapel and overnight villas for 
rent on the property for wedding and 
overnight guests. The tasting room is 
open Thursday and Friday from 5 to 
9 p.m., and Saturday from 1 to 9 p.m. 
www.fortunatawinery.com

3 Vines Vineyard 
Ponder, Texas
Located on three acres inside the petite 
town of Ponder, 3 Vines Vineyard grows 
a variety of wine grapes perfect for home 
winemaking. The vineyard hosts a harvest 
once per year — dates are dependent 
upon the weather and when the grapes 
ripen. During that event, visitors can 
pick their own fruit and pay by the 
pound from the vineyard’s range of wine 
grapes, including sangiovese, syrah, 

cabernet sauvignon and chardonnay. 
Call 972-998-5207 for appointments. 
www.3vinesvineyard.com

Larue Vineyards 
Lewisville, Texas
Family-owned and operated since 2008, 
Larue Vineyards is the first winery to 
open in Lewisville. Their “Me & You” 
wines range from a sweet white blend to 
a red blend aged in French oak for one 
year and a very special brandy called La 
Resistance, which is made from distilling 
their dry red wine. Wine tastings are 
complimentary every Friday and Saturday 
from 6 to 10 p.m., with winery tours 
starting Saturday at 6:30 p.m. and “paint 
and sip” classes running every Saturday 
from 6 to 8:30 p.m. The company also 
specializes in creating custom wine labels 
for special occasions or business gifts. 
www.laruevineyards.com

Sugar Ridge Winery 
Sanger and Bristol, Texas
Sugar Ridge Winery opened its doors 
in 2011, when owners Don and Michele 
Andrews began selling their creative 
Bristol-made creations to friends and 
family. They now operate two locations 
— one in Bristol and the other in Sanger 
— where they offer tastings of their 11 
wines for $10, and a variety of events and 
live music on site. Popular labels include 
the Mora Negro blackberry wine and 
the Papa’s Peach wine, both of which are 
included in the tasting.  
www.sugarridgewinery.com 

Grover Cleveland Joiner III used the passion 
for wine instilled in him by his French mother 
to open Larue Vineyards (above). In Sanger 
and Bristol, Don and Michele Andrews offer 
creative concoctions and events at Sugar 
Ridge Winery (below).
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