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EDITOR'S NOTE 

As the adage goes – when life gives you lemons, make lemonade. The still raging 
pandemic and continuing social distancing did not slow down IAGB in its planning and 
executing the Annual Republic Day celebrations. In fact, the team that always brings the 
‘half glass full’ attitude to its drawing board, looked intensely at what advantages can be 
taken of the current situation and made plans accordingly.  

The real intent of Republic Day celebrations by IAGB is two-fold. On one hand IAGB wants 
to encourage, promote, and celebrate the Indian cultural values and traditions. Children 
and adults across our new homeland invest time and money, in learning and practicing 
various forms of cultural norms from back home. Kids and adults learn to play various 
Indian Musical instruments, Indian Classical dance forms, Indian vernacular languages and 
then of course maintain a steady interest in all things Bollywood. And then there are 
certain art forms that have no national boundaries such as Artwork, Essay Writing, Poetry, 
Baking, playing Chess, Story Telling, creating Business Ventures among other things. 
Through the Republic Day celebrations IAGB presents a platform to individuals and 
families with such interests to congregate (virtually this year) and compete and thus fine 
tune their skills or perform as an art form to entertain the audiences. The other objective 
IAGB has is to create opportunities for families and individuals of similar interests to come 
together and have some fun by participating in events such as Jeopardy, Bollywood Quiz 
and Antakshari.  

This year IAGB team feels even more proud because IAGB Youth program coordinators - 
a group of high school students have been participating in conducting all events with the 
executive team standing shoulder to shoulder. Watch our grand Finale on Saturday, 
January 30th, 2021 when all the event winners will be facilitated. The grand finale will kick 
off with live singing of Indian and American National Anthem by Mary Millben. The event 
will also feature our chief guest CGNY Shri. Randhir Jaiswal, cultural performances by local 
groups and groups from India. The event will be capped off by an electrifying musical 
concert featuring Sudesh Bhosle and Vaishali Made.  

We look forward to your presence via social media (Facebook and YouTube channel) in 
celebrating India’s 72nd Republic Day celebrations on Jan 30th, 2021. 

Sanjay Kudrimoti & Yogita Miharia    
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About the Cover Art Artist: Monisha Vaish (Mo’s Art) 

 

 

Monisha has been drawn to the arts whether it’s 
theater/acting, dancing, or painting since her childhood. 
Her first opportunity to learn Arts in a serious way came 
when she was in high school. She took a commercial arts 
class as an extracurricular activity. Her teacher recognized 
her talent for painting and encouraged her to continue her 
passion. Many years later when her kids were young, she 
took a break from work and started teaching Bollywood 
dance to children in the neighborhood. For last few years 
she has been concentrating on acting by working with 
couple of different theater groups. In the year 2020, 

when COVID struck and the normal life came to a standstill she got back onto the ‘fine-arts horse’ 
and she started painting again by enrolling in some online classes. She even created a Facebook 
page to showcase all her artistic passions. Creating Mo’s ART, her personal virtual art gallery, was 
a dream of hers.   
 
When she heard of IAGB’s Republic day Cover Art competition for the magazine her immediate 
thought was to create something woman centric. After few rough sketches and taking inputs 
from her children she took about three weeks to finish her work. She expressed to IAGB when 
submitting her work “this is my humble attempt, where the Indian Tri-color flag wrapped around 
the woman represents India. And the woman running depicts that the women of India are taking 
the country forward”. We at IAGB sincerely thank Monisha Vaish for her efforts and talents. We 
wish her the best in all her future projects, and we hope she blossoms as an excellent artist in 
the years to come. Our next Cover Art competition will be for India Independence Day Magazine 
in August 2021.   
 

-- Sanjay Kudrimoti & Yogita Miharia 
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In this issue you will find: 

 Message from Consul General of India, NY Shri. Randhir Jaiswal (P 7) 
 IAGB Executive Board & Organizing Teams (P 9 – P 10) 
 IAGB Republic Day Competition Leads (P 11) 
 IAGB Virtual Republic Day Celebration (P 13 – P14) 
 Introducing Chief Guest – Shri. Randhir Jaiswal (P 16) 
 IAGB Republic Day Concert – Sudesh Bhosale & Vaishali Made (P 17) 
 IAGB Republic Day Competition Series & Winners (P 18 – P 26) 
 Youth Contributions:  

 Where I’m From by Aashi Benegal (P 28) 
 The Good of Learning by Riya Baride (P 29) 
 India – A Vibrant Country by Vihaan Benegal (P 30) 
 Early Season NBA Predictions by Shlok Kudrimoti (P 31 – P32) 
 The Digital Façade by Amit Shenoy (P 33) 
 IAGB Youth Editorial Team by Aarushi Pant, Nakul Ramesh (P 35)  

 Guest Column 
 Travel Tales by Roopa Parekh (P 37- P38) 

 IAGB Antakshari – A journey by Yogita Miharia (P 39 – P40) 
 Guest Columns 

 Women Empower Each Other to Serve Others by Nisha Sinha (P 41 – P42) 
 Making a Difference by Nishreen Mahesri (P 44) 
 Creating Community in Covid Times by Kumu Gupta (P 45) 
 Strife With Life: 2020 (P 46 – P 48) 

 ART 
 By Ananya Bansal (P 49) 
 Eyes Within Oval by Haroon Khimani (P 50) 

 Community Connection Showcase (P 51- P 62) 
 IAGB Executive Committee 2019 – 2021 (P – 63) 

 

Sanjay Kudrimoti & Yogita Miharia  
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India Association of Greater Boston 

P. O. Box 1345, Burlington, MA 01803 
Website: www.iagb.org 

Email:iagb@iagb.org 
 

Executive Committee 
Officers 2019 – 2021 

 
President : Sanjay Gowda     
Vice President: Vaishali Gade    
Secretary : Lata Rao     
Treasurer : Veeresh Angadi 

 
IAGB Directors       
Ms. Tanu Basu 
Ms. Noorain Buxamusa 
Ms. Jeyanthi Ghatraju       
Mr.  Sanjay Kudrimoti       
Ms. Yogita Miharia 
Mr.  Sushil Motwani 
Mr.  Nagendra Rao 
Mr.  Guru Samaga 
Ms.  Supriya Shekar 
Mr.  Harsha Sheshanna 
Mr.  Ashok Shetty 
Mr.  Prag Singh 
 

                       
 

         Corporate Sponsors 
Burlington OBGYN Associates 
Shobitam 
Urban Spice World 
BMW of Sudbury 
Akshaya Patra 
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VIRTUAL REPUBLIC DAY 2021 ORGANIZING TEAMS 

 
Cultural Programs 

Vaishali Gade, Lata Rao 
Tanu Basu, Jeyanthi Ghatraju 

 

Finance 
Veeresh Angadi 

 

Sponsorships 
Noorain Buxamusa, Harsha 

Sheshanna 
 

Learning Series: Journey’s to a Republic 
Nation 

Lata Rao, Shishu Bharati School of  
Languages and Culture of India 

 
                Republic Day Magazine 

Sanjay Kudrimoti, Yogita Miharia  
 

Competitions 
Supriya Shekar 

IAGB Youth Coordinators 
Aarushi Pant, Adway Wadekar, 

Cynthia Rajeshkhanna,  Nakul Patel,  
Nipun Goel, Nithya Rajeshkhanna, 
Ruhi Shroff, Sarina Chand, Shourya 

Gupta 

Marketing & Media 
Nagendra Rao 

 

 IT & Web Management 
Ashok Shetty 

 
Live Streaming & Technical Support 

Sushil Motwani 
Social Media 

Supriya Shekar 
 

Editing & Event Management 
Sraveo Team 

Media Partners 
India New England News, Lokvani  

& MeraSangeet 
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Republic Day Competition Leads 
 

  

Antakshari 

Vaishali Gade, Lata Rao,  

Prag Singh, Yogita Miharia 

Chess 

Vaishali Gade, Harsha Sheshanna 

  

 

Poetry 

Tanu Basu 

 

ART 

Jeyanthi Ghatraju 

  

 

Cake Baking & Decoration 

Noorain Buxamusa 

 

Story Telling 

Sushil Motwani 

  

 

Junior Shark Tank 

Supriya Shekar 

 

Bollywood Quiz 

Sushil Motwani 

  

 

Jeopardy 

Sanjay Kudrimoti 

 

Essay 

Guru Samaga  
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IAGB Virtual Republic Day – India’s 72nd Republic 
Day Celebrations 

From 6.30pm to 10pm EST 
 
 

US AND INDIA NATIONAL ANTHEMS 
Mary Millben, Acclaimed Singer/Actor 

 

 
Cultural Performances: 
 

Hariyana Ghumar 
Presented by DHARAM PUTRA KALA MANCH, from Gohana district, Sonipat, and 
choreographed by Sri Manoj Jale.  

Jammu & Kashmir - Dogri and Kathak Fusion 
A fusion of Kathak & Dogri from Jammu & Kashmir. Dogra is an ethnic tribe from the mountains 
& plains of the Jammu region, well known for their traditional dance called the Dogri Dance. 
This is choreographed and presented by Parul Bhateja, from Bhavishya Dance Academy of 
Jammu, 

Puducherry ‘THANITHIRU VIZHITTHIRU”  
Spreads some positivity, faith and motivation during the testing times of Covid 19 by presenting 
a unique Covid-19 Awareness Dance". "THANITHIRU VIZHITTHIRU” is presented by OUTLASTERS 
Dance School, Puducherry. 

West Bengal Kali Naach  
Presenting a “NEVER SEEN BEFORE” dance in the history of IAGB and potentially New England 
area, “KALI NACH GAJON” from the East of India, West Bengal, choreographed & performed by 
Moumita Banerjee of Tarana School of Kathak. 

Maharshtra Medley  
Experience the rhythmic, devotional and heart pumping dance performance from the Western 
part of India, Maharashtra presented by Mangesh Dance Academy, Pune. 
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Hariyana Phag  
Presented by DHARAM PUTRA KALA MANCH, a registered society for folk dance of Haryana in 
Gohana district, Sonipat, choreographed by Sri Manoj Jale.  

Andhra and Telagana “Makar Sakranti”  
A real life celebration from Andhra and Telangana, depicting Makara Sankranti, the harvest 
festival celebrations, presented by Telugu Association of Greater Boston. 

Goa Duo of Goff and Jagor   
A visual treat from the Western part of India, Goa, presented by Shree Guru Kala Mandal in 
Pisgal-Priol, Goa.    

Bollywood Fusion  
This fusion dance represents a variety of styles including Bollywood, Hip Hop, Folk, 
Contemporary and Classical. 
Presented by the wondrous dancers of DFD Academy, choreographed by DFD Academy's Devika 
Dhawan. 
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Chief Guest Address 
 

Randhir Jaiswal  
Hon’ble Consul General of India 

 

 
 
 
 
Randhir Jaiswal is a 1998 Indian Foreign Service officer and career diplomat. He assumed 
charge as Consul General of India in New York on July 19th. Prior to that, he served as 
Joint Secretary cum Social Secretary to the President of India since August 2017. In this 
role,  Randhir Jaiswal headed  the foreign affairs office of the Rashtrapati Bhavan and 
advised  the President on India’s foreign policy. In his over two decades of diplomatic 
career so far, he has served in Portugal, Cuba, South Africa and at the Permanent Mission 
of India in New York.  He served in New Delhi at the Ministry of External Affairs, first as 
Deputy Secretary looking after India’s relations with the US, and then as Joint Secretary 
managing India’s relations with West European countries. 
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REPUBLIC DAY CONCERT 
 

By Sudesh Bhosale and Vaishali Made 
 

 

The grand music concert is jointly presented by 
the versatile, singer, performer, voice artist 
and Bollywood celebrity Sudesh Bhosale and 
the famous playback singer Vaishali Made of 
the “Pinga” song from the movie Bajirao 
Mastaani. This concert will feature a live 
orchestra and music band. 

Sudhesh Bhosale has sung many famous 
Bollywood songs for Amitabh 
Bachchan including "Jumma chumma de de" 
from the 1991 movie Hum. He can mimic 
numerous Bollywood stars including Ashok 
Kumar (Dadamoni), Amitabh Bachchan, Vinod 
Khanna, Sunil Dutt, and Sanjeev Kumar.  

He has been awarded the Mother Teresa 
Millennium Award for his contribution to music 
in a ceremony in Kolkata in 2008. 

Vaishali Made is an Indian singer and winner of Zee TV's reality series, Sa Re Ga Ma Pa Challenge 
2009. At the 2009 Nagpur International Marathon, she was a special invitee along with Olympics 
gold medalist Abhinav Bindra. She has recently given playback for the duet song "Pinga" along 
with Shreya Ghoshal for the movie Bajirao Mastani. The song features Deepika 
Padukone and Priyanka Chopra. She has also lent her voice for 'Fitoori' in the same film. 
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IAGB REPUBLIC DAY 2021 COMPETITION 
SERIES AND WINNERS 

 
This year too like every year IAGB decided to continue its proud tradition of bringing the New 
England families together albeit virtually to face off each other in a wide-ranging competitions. 
We continued with some of the past year favorites such as Art, Story Telling, Cake Baking, Poetry, 
Essay Writing and Chess competitions. For a second year in a row we had Junior Shark Tank 
competitions which were again a huge success. While the online setting prevented us from 
holding the crowd favorite Carrom competition we added Bollywood Quiz and Jeopardy to the 
mix and got rave reviews for it. Finally, we brought back the most entertaining of all competitions 
after a two-year hiatus – the Antakshari. Kids of all school ages, youth, young and mature adults 
– all participated in the various competitions and had fun in the process. Thanks to the online 
nature – these competitions had a wide audience over IAGB Facebook and YouTube Channels. 
We are proud to introduce the teams leading these efforts, the judges who volunteered their 
precious time, the sponsors and of course the winners of these various competitions. 
 
    

ART COMPETITION: 
 
IAGB Team Leads: Jeyanthi Ghataraju, and Nithya Raj and Ruhi Shroff (IAGB Youth Coordinators) 
 
Judges: Gopika Narula, Java Joshi, Sunanda Sahay  
 

Category A (5 – 8 Yrs) 
 

Category B (9 – 12 Yrs) 

1st Place: Kaira Agarwal 
 

1st Place: Avni Bansal 

2nd Place: Yashika Pal 
 

2nd Place: Akshita Aare 

Special Mention: Ashwini Eyalarasan, 
Indira Singam 
 

Special Mention: Ramya Ramanathan 

 
Category C (13 – 16 Yrs) 

 

 
Category D (18+) 

1st Place: Ananya Bansal 1st Place: Shraddha Rane 
 
2nd Place: 

 
Vismaya Ashok 
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CAKE BAKING & DECORATION COMPETITION: 
 
IAGB Team Leads: Noorain Buxamusa, Sarina Chand (IAGB Youth Coordinator) 
 
Judges: Kiran Rana, Shazia Rizvi 
 

Category A (5 – 11 Yrs) 
 

Category B (12 Yrs +) 

1st Place: Arin Banks  
 

1st Place: Mahika Namduri 

2nd Place: Gia Chhabra 
 

2nd Place: Joya Tendulkar 

Special Mention: Jiya Jotwani 
 

Special Mention: Shilpa Goel 
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CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP 
 
IAGB Team Leads: Vaishali Gade & Harsha Seshanna 
 
Tournament Director & Judge: Kavyashree Mallanna 
 

Category A (Under 10 Yrs old)  
(35 participants) 

 

Category B B (Under 15 Yrs Old)  
(16 Participants) 

1st Place: Dhruv Rajan 
 

1st Place: Rayhan Riaz 

2nd Place: Samvit Santosh 
 

2nd Place: Atharv Joshi 

3rd Place: Keertana Somisetty 
 

3rd Place: Suhavi Tituveedhula 

Special Mention: Pranav Nayar, Adiel 
Kothapalli 
 

Special Mention: Siddharth Somisetty, 
Tara Chintapalli 

 
Category C (Adults) 

 

 
Special Prizes 

1st Place: Saanvi Tiruveedhula Best Under 7 Aarav Batwal, 
Aadarsh Dabbugottu 

 
2nd Place: 

 
Joel Nakka 
 

 
Best Female (Under 
10): 

 
Jocelyn Nakka, Arya 
Menon 
 

3rd Place: Anand Chintapalli 
 

Best Female (Under 
15): 

Hasita Dabbugottu 
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ESSAY COMPETITION 
 
IAGB Team Leads: Guruprasad Samaga, Shourya Gupta (IAGB Youth Coordinator) 
 
Judges: Chitra Mills, Ms. Jersild, Pallavi Nagesh, Rashmi Prasad 
 

Category A (5 – 9 Yrs) 
 

Category B (10 - 15 Yrs) 

1st Place: Shriram Shenoy  
 

1st Place: Sivapriya Marimuthu 

2nd Place: Tejas Nyaharkar 
 

2nd Place: Prisha Ujjinamatada 

3rd Place: George Menacherry 
 

3rd Place: Arkesh Kumar 

    
Category C (16 – 25 Yrs) 

 
 

1st Place: Gaurang Karpe 
 

  

2nd Place: Aishwarya Ramesh 
 

  

3rd Place: Amit Shenoy 
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POETRY COMPETITION 
 
IAGB Team Leads: Tanu Basu, Nithya Rajkhanna (IAGB Youth Coordinator) 
 
Judges: Aaron Livingston Jones, Parvathy Ayyar, Sunayana Khachroo and Pooja Singla (Hindi 
Poems) 
 

Category A (9 – 12 Yrs) 
 

Category B (13 - 16 Yrs) 

1st Place: Ramya Ramanathan 
 

1st Place: Shreya Kanaujia 

    
 Category D (25+ Yrs) 

 
  1st Place: Kalyani Murthy 
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SHARK TANK JR.  
 
IAGB Team Leads: Supriya Shekar, Cynthia Rajeshkhanna, (IAGB Youth Coordinators Adway 
Wadekar (IAGB Youth Coordinator) 
 
Judges: Katie Quigley Mellor, Mathew Lopez, Nick Patel, Thomas Arul, Vinit Nijhawan 
 

Category A (Grade 5th – Grade 8th) 
 

Category B (Grade 9th – Grade 12th) 

1st Place: Rishab Tole (CLASS 
NOTE) 
 

1st Place: Abhisar Anand, Kush 
Gami, Srinivas Sriram 
(DRIVECTOR) 
 

2nd Place: Aditya Anand  
(MASK Pl) 
 

Special Donation 
Prize:  

Raj Taylor, Yuvraj 
Gahlaut, Akhil 
Jannappareddy 
(HELPING MASS) 

3rd Place: Arush Shangari 
(KNOWLEDGE  VUE) 
 

  

Special Legal 
Consultation 
Winners: 

Vihaan Benegal 
(KIDSWAP) 
 Aadi Kumar  
(CLEAN PULL) 
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STORY TELLING COMPETITION 
 
IAGB Team Leads: Sushil Motwani, Aarushi Pant (IAGB Youth Coordinator) 
 
Judges: Shoba Donti, Emily Hazard, Selena Luo, Omshreyas Swain, Anzhuo W 
 

Category A (K – 2ND Gr) 
 

Category B (3rd Grade – 5th Grade) 

1st Place: Siddharth Vikram 
 

1st Place: Sarvesh Madhadik 

2nd Place: Abhinav Nambudiri 
 

2nd Place: Avni Bansal 

3rd Place: Madhav Nayar  3rd Place: Shriram Shenoy 
 
Special Mention: 

 
Arjun Menon, 
Srimanth Aroon 

 
Special Mention: 

 
Srivatsan Marimuthu 
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ANTAKSHARI COMPETITION 
 
IAGB Team Leads: Lata Rao, Prag, Vaishali Gade, Yogita Miharia 
 
1st Place: Eshani Shah, Subhashini Raman 

 
 

2nd Place: Sonia Goel, Sulu Nadakarni 
 

 

  
 

BOLLYWOOD COMPETITION 
 
IAGB Team Leads: Sushil Motwani 
 
1st Place: Chetan Sukuru 

 
2nd Place: Praful Thakkar 
 
3rd Place: 

 
Padma Shenoy 

 
Special Mention: 

 
Shilpa Goel 

 
 

JEOPARDY COMPETITION 
 
IAGB Team Leads: Sanjay Kudrimoti, Nipun Goel (IAGB Youth Coordinator) 
 
1st Place: Sushil Bharatan, Anika Bharatan 

 
 

2nd Place: Hemanth Chinni, Sid Chinni   
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Live Streaming: 
YouTube live:  

https://www.youtube.com/iagbtv 
Facebook Live:
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/iagbface 
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Youth Contributions 

Where I’m From 

By Aashi Benegal 

 

 

I AM FROM my dad’s glasses that I placed on my teddy bear 

I AM FROM the beautiful different color flower in my backyard 

I AM FROM my old bunk bed that stood there as every night I close my eyes and dream 

I AM FROM the tv in the living room attached to my wall 

I AM FROM the art supply scattered on the desk in my room 

I AM FROM every picture in the house of me and my family 

I AM FROM the beautiful balcony in my room 

I AM FROM waking up and having breakfast 

I AM FROM going to after school and seeing my friends 

I AM FROM god statue every night my whole family prays to 

I AM FROM my paintings get taken care of 

I AM FROM my laptop as me and my friends make/create sing song 

I AM FROM my worm new bed as I sleep and cuddle in for sleep 

I AM FROM last but not least, my violin as I play my violin as the music plays beautiful 
   
 
 
 

By Aashi Benegal, Age 8 
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THE GOOD OF LEARNING 

 By Riya Baride 

  
I walked through not knowing what it was, 

It scared me to see in the corner, a saw. 
The saw that was etched with the words, 

The words that gave me the power to learn. 
 

Learning is maybe boring to you, but I think that it is not so. 
Learning gives you a superpower, a magical door to what you want to know. 

 
That saw is the one that I read. 

I read it all day and learned the word “add” 
I learned the word “dopey” and the word “kind” 

the word “a” and the word “find.” 
 

I also learned the longest word, my favorite word that I know I said. 
Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious, 

Even though the sound is something quite atrocious. 
 

It still made me know something I was proud of. 
I’m trying to tell you that even in a creepy dark prison, 

I learned words that I surprised myself with. 
 

Learning is not just a forceful movement; school is not just a big amusement. 
Know that your life is meant to be there and that you can do a lot every day. 

And every second of the day, promise me you’ll think “what can I learn today?” 
  

  
By Riya Baride, Age 10 
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India – A Vibrant Country 

By Vihaan Benegal 

 

 

India is a vibrant country. I live in Belmont MA, but I visit India 
every year to meet my family. I look forward to those trips 
because I love warm weather and scooter rides. But there are 
few things about India I don’t like. 
 
Let’s talk about the things I like about India. Even though there 
is sense of community in America, there is so much formality 
when you want to visit a friend. But in India, mostly the small  

towns, people just walk around to other people’s house. Let me give you an example. My 
grandmother’s house has a wall which connects to my friend’s house (In India of course) me and 
my friend always climb over that wall in into the others house. All the time. Also, there are some 
stairs that goes to the roof of our house in India where you can climb onto any of my neighbor’s 
house roof and nobody would care. Can’t do that in America. Second awesome thing about India, 
Scooters. They are everywhere and Its insane because they are so much fun to ride on, let alone 
learning to drive one. It’s so hot in India that scooter is like a never-ending air conditioner. I am 
starting to learn how to drive it, but I think I stopped after bumping into a cow and getting chased. 
It’s more adventurous than any amusement ride in America. That’s brings us to the next thing I 
love. Animals. It’s good and bad at the same time. Though I love to see them everywhere, they 
roam around the streets and they can even get inside your house. One time my grandmother got 
a cow inside her house and ruined furniture, it was awful, but funny. 

The thing I don’t like about India is the trash everywhere. Have you ever realized that Indians 
have their house very clean and are very particular about it? But they don’t care about their street 
or environment. There is animal poop everywhere, and there are no rules for traffic.  People just 
don’t like to follow rules there, if every one of those 1.3 billion people picked up one piece of 
trash, it solves their key problem. I am still clueless how to force them to follow traffic rules, but 
I am strict punishment will make a difference.  

But I love that Indians are very creative, they find solutions for every problem with limited 
resources. My friends and I in India loved to play cricket with old tires, and we would burn them 
or shape them into a ball and let it cool down to make a ball.  I think because as kids there don’t 
have fancy toys and plentiful options to watch on tv, they are more creative. I think that India is 
an amazing place with creative people, and these people are amazing but those cows... do you 
know how many times I have stepped outside just to be greeted by poop on the shoe? It's way 
more than you can count. lol!  

I am looking forward to visit India soon. 
 
 

By Vihaan Benegal, Age 12 
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Early season NBA predictions 

By Shlok Kudrimoti 

 
What is different this season? 

Unlike seasons past, this season due to covid-19 has some differences. For one, this is the 
first season where there is no fan attendance, this can obviously hurt some of the teams’ profit 
because ticket sales are a big source of income for the NBA. The other big difference is the 
shortened season. For any long-time basketball season fan, you know that this not the first time 
the NBA season has been shortened. The most recent examples are, the infamous 1998-1999 
season when players went on a strike, shortening the season to only 50 regular season games, 
and in 2011-2012 when the CBA was ratified and started in July 1, of 2011, the NBA season was 
shortened to 66 games then. The current season is shortened only to 72 games due to covid-19. 
So, we can say this is a different NBA than to the ones we are used to.  

 
My prediction about finals and championship 

Anything can happen in the season. But some teams I think that can make the playoffs 
based on player stats and history. One team that and can make deep runs are the Phoenix Suns. 
They are led by an elite scorer in Devin Booker who is an all-round player, Deandre Ayton who is 
a reliable big man for this team, and Chris Paul who has proven that he can still lead teams with 
his experience in previous playoff runs, and they are supported by 3-pt specialists Dario Saric, Jae 
Crowder, and Cameron Johnson.  

 
The next team that has a good chance of making the playoffs is the LA Clippers, this team 

is led by one of the best two-way players, Kawhi Leonard. Kawhi has proven that he can guard 
anyone, from LeBron in 2014, to Ginnais, and to defeat a warriors team, that wasn’t that healthy, 
and he has another great two way player in Paul George who is the perfect complement to Kawhi, 
and defensive point guard Patrick Beverly, a dominant big man in Serge Ibaka who helps on the 
defensive end, and are coached by NBA champ Tyronne Lue. The third team I like is the Utah Jazz. 
This team has very good pieces to make a finals appearance. They are led by elite scorer Donovan 
Mitchell, two-time defensive player of the year Rudy Gobert, former all-star point guard Mike 
Conely, and 3-pt specialists Bojan Boganovic and Joe Ingles. They have the depth and players to 
make a finals appearance but have to compete with the two teams in LA.  

 
The team I really think that is going to win the western conference is the LA Lakers, 

because LeBron is like Brady in the postseason, too good, has made the finals 10 times and is a 
natural team leader, and his partner in crime is one of, if not the best center in the league, 
Anthony Davis. Anthony is dominant on both ends and he can shoot the deep ball. Their 
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supporting cast is the solid role player Denis Schorder, sixth man of the year, Montrezl Harrell, 
and Kentavious Caldwell-Pope, there is almost no doubt in my mind this team can't make the 
finals, unless injuries happen.  

 
Now onto the east, the first team that I feel has a chance is the Milwaukee Bucks. They 

are led by the defending two-time MVP Giannis Antetokoumpo, one of the most dominant 
players of the current NBA. His supporting cast consists of all-star Khris Middleton, three point 
specialist Jrue Holiday and reliable big man Brook Lopez, but they normally lose to teams in the 
postseason with better coaches than Mike Budenholzer, so I don’t think they will make it out of 
the east, but it is still possible. The next team is my hometown team, the Boston Celtics. They are 
led by all-star Jayson Tatum, all-star caliber player Jaylen Brown, all-star point guard Kemba 
walker, defensive 1st team member Marcus Smart, decent big man Tristan Thomson. Even 
though Celtics have a good roster, their talent throughout the postseason fades within the 
conference finals, shown throughout the past four years.  

 
One more team in the East I am keen on is the 76ers, led by one of the best big men in 

the league, Joel Emiid, former rookie of the year Ben Simmons, former all-star Dwight Howard, 
great scorer in Tobias Harris, and elite three point threat Seth Curry. This roster combined with 
championship winning coach Doc Rivers have amazing pieces to make the NBA championship, 
though there is only one team I think that is better than the 76ers. That team is the Brooklyn 
nets, they are led by a former MVP, and two time finals MVP Kevin Durant, former MVP James 
Harden, and one of the best point guards Kyrie Irving, amazing backup shooting guard, Caris 
levert, elite 3 point shooter Joe Harris, reliable big Jarrent Allan and a deep roster.  

 
Finally, if I were to pick my most likely finalists - then the two teams I think would make 

all the way to the finals are the Brooklyn Nets and the LA Lakers. And out of these two teams, 
even though Lebron and AD are great, the Nets deep roster will ultimately win them a 
championship. 

 
By Shlok Kudrimoti, Age 13 
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The Digital Façade 

By Amit Shenoy  

The Digital Facade — How Social Media Fosters False Hope and Division People tend to spend 
their first days on the platform, Instagram, scrolling through exciting, animated stories, pictures, 
and videos. They think that social media is a place to have fun and medium to share others across 
the world in an experience. Little do they know of the false narratives written by bots and 
algorithms behind the scenes. Several teens have begun posting images and links to solving crises 
such as climate change and racial injustice. This creates a “bandwagon effect”, causing other 
teens to repost these links and images. The impact is twofold: First, the hundreds of people 
seeing stories like this develop a notorious tolerance for such events, feeling like something will 
go wrong no matter what they try to achieve. The result is depression, anxiety, and demotivation. 
But more importantly, people repost stories of the like and think that they’re actually making a 
difference. That couldn’t be further from the truth. Real action comes from hundreds of people 
taking action, from volunteering and donating to help. Today, hundreds of thousands of teens 
feel helpless, stuck inside their homes, and this sense of contribution when reposting a political 
or social issue gives them satisfaction when it shouldn’t. Not a single teen with access to real 
resources they can use to help should be able to brush an issue like systemic racism or climate 
change aside. Yet the most despicable aspect of social media’s facade is its recommended tab. 
Here, one will find news, stories, groups, etc. pertaining to their own interests. The algorithm 
purposely does this to encourage more activity on the platform. The impact is again twofold. 
Primarily, this grouping together of similar people creates segregation between two differing 
types of perspectives or ideas, fostering hate towards the other types. Second, it also strengthens 
confirmation bias, giving people even more confidence in their beliefs, without ever hearing the 
other side’s opinion.  
This bias is seen most clearly when observing political posts, but it stretches from posts about 
celebrities to news media itself. It has gotten to the point where people are disagreeing about 
whether or not an event actually happened. To this day, there are too many people who don’t 
acknowledge the existence of climate change simply because they blindly listen to others with 
that same view. In short, social media is hurting the fight against world issues like climate change 
much more than it is aiding it. People who never believed in a crisis like climate change to begin 
with will never hear the truth because of the algorithm matching them to others with the same 
mindset. On the other hand, the monotonous daily posting of issues after just a 5 minute glance 
fosters an unhealthy tolerance for world issues and an unsatisfactory solution. In order to truly 
make changes in the world, people need to branch out and take risks — they need to interact 
with people they disagree with. Above all, people need to stop using social media as the only way 
to “help”. There is so much more that America, India, and the rest of the world, can achieve if 
they put their phones down and stop looking the other way. 
 

By Amit Shenoy, Age 16 
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IAGB YOUTH EDITORIAL TEAM 

Early in the spring of last year, I developed a passion for photography, and throughout 
the pandemic, I have been able to create a diverse collection of pictures of various creatures. 
Because I take school classes in our sunroom at home, I have been lucky enough to have a 
beautiful view of the lake behind our house surrounded by greening trees and sprouting plants 
in April, vibrant flowers and tall grass in July, autumnal colors in October, and piles of snow in 
December. This year, for the first time, I discovered that the birds of New England were diverse 
and beautiful; fluttering hummingbirds, brightly colored rose-breasted grosbeaks, cormorants, 
herons, swans, hawks, and owls all find their homes around our own. I took photos of these 
birds and collected them into an album. As I waited by the window, I captured deer, coyotes, 
beavers, and turtles. During this process, I researched the animals, learning about mute swan 
courting rituals and how to tell the difference between a male and female painted turtle. As I 
continue to fill the album with different animals and notes, my appreciation for the flora and 
fauna of our own backyard deepens, and my excitement grows. 

~ IAGB Youth Editorial Director, Aarushi Pant 
  

The effects of the pandemic have kept schools and businesses to limited capacity. While 
most schools are transitioning to a hybrid type of learning, they are not able to provide full 
access to their students. Smaller businesses are suffering too. Restaurants can only seat limited 
amounts of people, and groups such as travel companies are unable to provide full services. 
While we have been affected by the pandemic for over a year now, there is still a ways to go. A 
public vaccine is projected to be available some time during summer 2021. Even after the virus 
is gone, its influence will linger. There will be even less human interaction in this age of 
electronics, and this is most common among teenagers. Personally, I feel that I don’t 
communicate with people face-to-face anymore. Even when I am at school, I find myself using 
my cell phone to communicate with them. When I am online, continually looking at a screen 
and learning virtually is a challenge. Not only do I feel worn out at the end of the day, I feel 
uninterested in the topic. Online learning is hard for teachers too. For a teacher to really be 
able to impart knowledge into their students, they need to be engaging. It is very hard to do 
activities online when people can’t properly collaborate together. They are forced to resort to 
sites like Quizlet and Kahoot, but those aren’t enough to keep a student’s interest on the topic. 
There is no real solution to the problem other than to wait out the pandemic, and hope we can 
get back to where we were before the lockdown in March 2020. Possible ways to mitigate the 
problem could include using breakout rooms in online meetings, or more time where students 
can meet with teachers embedded in the actual school day. The events in the past year have 
been difficult for us all, and although we have faced challenges, we need to persevere and keep 
pushing to reach the point where the coronavirus will not affect us anymore.  

~ IAGB Youth Editorial Member, Nakul Ramesh 



 

36 | P a g e  
 

 



 

37 | P a g e  
 

TRAVEL TALES 

By Roopa Parekh 

 

I and my family are avid travelers. We enjoy the 
most in our travel experiences is learning about 
culture, art, architecture, history, food and 
landscape of different countries! When I think of all 
these elements in one place, Istanbul in Turkey or 
Marrakech in Morrocco comes in mind because of 
the bustling bazars and colorful arts and crafts and 
aromatic foods these places offer. But wait a 
minute, today I am not telling a story of any of these 
places. I am telling a travel tale of another such 
place in India!  

For those of us who live away from motherland, traveling to India for any festival is usually a 
highlight. Navratri is festival of 9 days/nights celebrating and worshipping Goddess Durga which 
usually falls around month of September/October.  If you really want to enjoy Navratri, whether 
it is just listening to folk songs written around Radha and Shyam depicting Shri Krishna’s “Raas 
Leela” or worshipping Goddess Durga’s avatars or just watch communal dancing with this ocean 
of energy and vibrant outfits, you have to visit Vadodara in Gujarat. 

Last September, reuniting with some friends from college days, my women only and memorable 
trip started with badly jet lagged bodies landing in Vadodara airport from Mumbai. Vadodara’s 
small clean, airport welcomed us and we took taxi to our hotel in Alkapuri. We chose this location 
as it was closer to multiple dancing Venus for Navratri!  If you are budget traveler or one who 
likes to splurge, you will find all types of hotel options in Alkapuri. 

For those of you who do not know the scale of celebration in Vadodara, it’s mind-blowing! 
Popular Garba grounds like United Way attracts 40,000 + performers.  There are multiple big and 
small such venues in the city. They are well organized, secured and usually have weekly venue 
pass ranging between Rs 300 -500 for female and Rs 1500-3000 for male performers! The 
performers are dressed up in the ethnic outfits and have specific dance steps that are easy to 
follow but makes entire crowd flow in harmony! You can only see this in Vadodara! Unique, 
authentic and beyond words! If you like to just watch the performers and listen to amazing voices 
like Atul Purohit or Achal Mehta you can also buy the viewer pass but what’s the fun if you don’t 
dance while you are in famous Vadodara Navratri! 

The city also becomes vibrant shopping grounds for those who are looking for Ghaghra Cholis 
and Kurta Pajamas and Dhotis and accessories! Whether you want to shop at local Nava Bazaar 
in town or at a mall in Alkapuri, everyone has something for Navratri on display. If your taste is 
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towards outfits with age old embroidery and mirror work or local blocked printed fabrics with 
vegetable dyes or something contemporary with ethnic twist, you will find it all! So, guess what! 
despite of our jetlag, we had to shop till we dropped dead for the next day’s dancing adventure! 
Next day, participants had to indulge in some Guajarati thali before decking up in our ethnic 
avatars and heading to Garba grounds.  

The Navlakhi Garba ground was lit up like a gigantic dance floor with big raised up stage in center 
where amazing local artists were singing Vadodara’s famous Garba along with live orchestra. The 
energy of the place and thousands of people dancing makes even non-dancers swirl for hours. 
That was the highlight of our travel to Vadodara and I would say if you have not yet put Vadodara 
Navratri in your bucket list, do so, as it’s one-of-a-kind experience you will not have anywhere in 
the world! Istanbul and Marrakech can give you culture, art, architecture, history and food like 
Vadodara but not the Navratri Festival! 

 
--Roopa Parekh 
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IAGB Antakshari – A Journey 

  -- Yogita Miharia 
 

Baithe baithe kya kare, karna hai kuch kaam; 

Chalo shuru karo antakshari, leke Prabhu ka naam. 

 

These words have never rung 
truer when it comes to sitting all 
the time, and trying to have fun! 
When the IAGB team started 
discussing Republic Day 2021 
celebrations, we already knew 
that they will all have to be 
virtual. IAGB’s Antakshari 
competition is very well known 
and popular in the New England 
area. When the team started 
deciding the event lineup for RD 
2021, Antakshari was one of 
them that seemed to excite 
everyone. We knew the 
challenges we would face, given 
it was going to be virtual. But 
what is fun without challenges? 
And that is how we started the 
journey.  

Once the IAGB Antakshari team was formed, the most obvious questions we were facing was 
how to make it fun and competitive in the virtual environment keeping up the true spirit of the 
game. We kept the original format of the game like prior years, except the preliminary rounds 
were going to be broadcasted to the wider audience as well. Every preliminary round consisted 
of 4 new teams, each team with 2 participants. And out of every prelim, 2 teams progressed to 
the semi-finals. Antakshari became a given Saturday 5:30pm entertainment for many who 
watched it live on Facebook and YouTube. The competition was tough, the Bollywood music 
knowledge was at stake and entertainment was high. This is how we got our 8 semi-finalists. 
January 23rd was a big day with 2 back to back semi-finals, and the organizing team had a massive 
task of coming up with new rounds and new clues. After a fierce battle of Bollywood music, we 
got the top 4 teams for the grand finale.  



 

40 | P a g e  
 

The most awaited event, Antakshari Finals, happened on Friday January 29, 2021 at 7:30pm. 
Facebook and YouTube viewers were ready to answer the questions as they watched the finalists 
battle one last time. The participants were charged. The organizers were super charged with new 
rounds once again, and clues worthy of the finals. After a fierce and passionate battle, the 
winning team proved themselves as the new Antakshari Champions.  

Youth singers from the Boston community dazzled at every Antakshari event. A new singer every 
week kicked off the prelims with their beautiful singing. The semi-finals and finals half time shows 
were equally mind-blowing. The talent and rhythm of these youngsters is etched in our minds 
forever.  

Now for some fun tidbits from behind the scenes…the four of us organizers wore color 
coordinated clothes every week. It was a breeze for the ladies, but our gentleman Prag Singh 
obliged very well. After hours and hours of behind the scenes work and preparation, we all smiled 
wide after every week’s event. Thank you to the audience for cheering the participants and 
organizers. We are very thankful to all the participants of IAGB RD 2021 Antakshari for their 
enthusiastic participation. Their knowledge and passion is commendable!  

The word Antakshari is derived from two Sanskrit words antya (अ ) meaning end 

+ akshar (अ र) meaning letter of the alphabet. It is said that Antakshari was originally present 
in the Ramayana, where rishis (sages) sang the first verses of bhajanas continuously by singing 
another Bhajana beginning with the last letter of the ending word. Antakshari was mostly a family 
pastime until a TV show on Zee TV made it an actual competition.  

 

--Yogita Miharia 
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Women empower each other to serve others! 

By Nisha Sinha 

 
  

 

When women come together to help community, incredible things happen! During Christmas 
Holidays, a group of women joined hands together to donate toys and other gift items to 20 
families within 2 days! Shova Sharma, a Board Member of Project Just Because, led this group of 
incredible women. 

During Pandemic many families have lost their jobs and have been grappling with financial crisis. 
Some of them have even been struggling with supply of basic essentials. And the thought of 
providing Christmas gifts to their children have put a lot of pressure on them. Their heart broke 
every time they thought of their inability to make their children happy. 

This group of fantastic women came together to extend their support through Project Just 
Because. They made a wish list of each family. It was totally the discretion of these women to 
sponsor one or more families and they were swift to order these gifts directly to the recipient 
families. Before Christmas, every family received their desired gift and were overjoyed with the 
act of kindness.  

Taking care of their families have always been a priority for these women, but serving others 
especially during Covid pandemic deserves acknowledgement. Besides balancing their work and 
families, these women have shown that if you have a will to serve others, then through collective 
effort you can have positive and deeper impact.   

These women are shining examples of women empowering each other through collective 
volunteerism. Those on the receiving end benefit from the help and those engaged in 
volunteering benefit from the feel-good factor of knowing that their help brought smile on 
someone’s face. 
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Project Just Because extends heartfelt appreciation to this group of splendid women: Patima 
Penumarthy, Nisha Dave, Sumana Hatwar, Vinita Pandey, Poornima Rao, Madhuri Waje, Kala 
Venkatesh, Divya Ramnarayan, Shova Khanal Sharma, Kamal Shrestha, Jainy Shah, Sudha 
Acharya, Nisha Sinha. 

   
 

 

By Nisha Sinha 
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Making a Difference 

Nishreen Mahesri 

  

 

Our partner Shabbir Ezzi of Al-Ezzi Industries 
with the local farmers in the Haraaz region of 
Yemen. 

 
The COVID-19 pandemic is not just limited to a health crisis, it has also impacted the economic 
and social fabric of our communities. During these unprecedented times, we witnessed the first 
responders and essential workers rise to the occasion. So did individuals at the micro-level, 
supporting local food banks and community efforts. 

 

Our team of four Massachusetts residents of Indian origin went 
global with our efforts to support sustainable agriculture in 
Yemen. We are connecting Yemeni farmers to global markets 
and creating economic opportunities in the region through 
Mocha Connection. 
Yemen is the origin of Coffea Arabica and for centuries, was the 
world’s only source of coffee exported from the Port of Al 
Makha, which became known as Mocha coffee. Due to a 
prolonged period of political unrest, Yemen has undergone a 
rapid decline facing the worst humanitarian crisis. In addition, 
Qat (a narcotic plant) production has stripped the land of its 
water supply and its people of their livelihood. With the COVID- 

19 pandemic, the situation has just become even more complicated. Our Dawoodi Bohra 
Community (a small sect of Muslims originating from Yemen but mostly residing in India and 
Africa) have focused many efforts in uprooting Qat trees and providing alternatives for the 
welfare of farmers - most notably through coffee farming. We aim to bring back the glory of 
Yemeni coffee by introducing sustainable financial and educational programs, emphasizing the 
importance of product quality through incentives. 

Through our partnership with Al-Ezzi industries, we have partnered with more than 2,500 small 
coffee farmers in Yemen, encouraging resources to be spent on coffee growing instead of Qat. 
We ensure authenticity by supplying coffee saplings to farmers, establishing step farming, and 
implementing globally accepted standards of grading and classification of the coffee beans. 

By Nishreen Mahesri 
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Creating Community in COVID Times 

By Kumu Gupta 

 

Given that we were forced to be in doors during 
the pandemic, I was amazingly happy to see so 
many Indian American organizations in 
Massachusetts and New England putting their 
best foot forward celebrating cultural and 
religious festivities online in 2020. 
Sitting back and relaxing on our couches, via 
computer or android, we had the opportunity  

to enjoy and partake in joyous festivals of Diwali and Christmas on zoom without missing a beat. 
Diwali in MA was celebrated in an elaborate program on zoom in collaboration with IAGB and 
other Indian American nonprofits, while Christmas with Santa and caroling was marked by India 
Society of Worcester. As a former Bal Vihar student (Kuwait), I had the joy of participating in 
online monthly sessions of Ramayan recitation at Chinmaya Mission followed by soulful bhajans 
by the famous Kiran Nath. Another amazing virtual event attended was 50th Ann. of VHPA. 
And hats off to IAGB for organizing the first one of a kind , India flag hoistings in over 30 local 
towns and cities across MA during the pandemic which was seen Live on zoom. 
As an advocate of domestic violence survivors for some time, it was tremendous to see Saheli 
put on a great zoom event which raised over 5000$ with artists across US singing our favorite old 
time and new bollywood numbers. 

 

And finally, it was so patriotic to see Indian American 
community engaging in the political process of the 
historic election of 1st Indian American Senator 
Kamala Harris as US Vice President, with healthy 
debate via zoom, including my event "Uncles 
&Aunties For Biden-Harris", Indian American Seniors 
panel. Thus culturally, religiously and politically we  
 

got to engage and participate in more of our community during the pandemic than ‘normal’ 
times. Kudos to the New England Indian American community for making one feel part of a 
large family during these tumultuous times. 
 
 

By Kumu Gupta 
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“Strife with Life: 2020” 
By Tanu Debasri Basu 

 
That silvery luminous January night 2020, 

No soul no movement in near or far sight. 

That incandescent frosted January day 

Like immaculate pearls over hills of white hay. 

And, darkly circled, gave at noon. 

A sadder light than waning moon. 

A hard, dull bitterness of cold, 

The remnants of the snowstorm told. 

That checked, mid-vein, the circling race. 

Of lifeblood in the sharpened face, 

The wind blew north-east: oh, we heard the roar!!! 

It was King Winter in the new year 2020 singing his wintry lore, 

And we felt the strong pulse throbbing there. 

Beat with low rhythm, our inland air. 

Day passed, set soon, the sunset light. 

Then, the gray day darkened into night, 

A night made hoary with the swarm. 

And whirl-dance of the blinding wind blowing the snow left by the storm. 

We witnessed people zigzag, wavering to and fro 

Crossing and trudging through the winged snow. 

In despair, then hope, then joy, ahoy! 

We cleared our paths, we found way, boy oh boy!!! 
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The white drift piled the window-frame, 

Snow precedes- everything else seems lame. 

And through the glass, the snow piles, and posts 

Looked in like wrapped or sheeted ghosts. 

Night drew on, a snow-blown traveler, sank. 

From sight beneath the smothering bank, 

And through the bare boogied fir tree 

My own warm hearth seemed blazing free. 

What a night, what a day, Good Lord!! 

King Winter in his worst rage, Good Lord! 

Reminding all of us, the value of our lives 

And sent this storm with ‘honor your Mother Earth’ vibes. 

Then came Covid, the pandemic turning our lives topsy turvy. 

Life threw a curveball but whispered to us - in childish fancy, prompting to tell. 

None may believe but we DO- in the miracle. 

This heart wrenching pandemic will spare some and slay many. 

But life must continue to gift us with bliss & might. 

Hope, solace, peace, and power of the will. 

The old norm must find its way back, it will, it shall. 

We will hang in there waiting for the days to mingle happy & bright. 

If life is to be King Winter and situations, Global Warming; 

And outraged virus Corona throwing in the mix, a Covid 19, WAIT! 

Life is unbeatable - it will send hope too, tumbling after… 

Hope is omnipresent, even in the roughest of moments, darkest of times… 
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Oh Life, outraged, we won’t rest until we fall into your bright sunny side, much sought after! 

In the deepest of my heart, I believe in our hope & humanity, as I uttered these rhymes, 

10 months this year, on this autumn day, I hear it in the whispering of the wind as it rings the 

chimes… 

We won’t be silenced- even if life loses, hearts breaks, soul hurts, dream shatters. 

Oh life, the war's not over yet, you bet we’ll hold on to you, ‘cause that’s what matters! 

Send your demons, our angels are watching over. 

Try us Covid, we’ll not give up until hope & humanity make it home – People, don’t you forget – 

Stay afloat, no ceasefire yet - 

...the war is not over. 

By Tanu Debasri Basu  
  



 

49 | P a g e  
 

ART 

 
 

Ananya Bansal, Age 14 
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 EYES WITHIN OVAL 

By Haroon Khimani 

 
By Haroon Khimani 
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Community Connections Showcase 

We, New Englanders, are fortunate to have many cultural, social, and service 
organizations here in the Boston area, to serve the needs of the Indian American 
community in a unique way.  IAGB has been working shoulder to shoulder with all 
the local Indian community organizations to cater to our ever-changing needs of 
the diversified Indian American Community. During the last few months, in these 
challenging times, our community organizations stood up to the tasks and worked 
together to help on many fronts.  Here is a list of our community organizations and 
some useful information about each organization, although this is not an 
exhaustive list. 
 
Kerala Association of New England (KANE), http://www.kaneusa.org/ 

Founded back in 1970 and incorporated in the 
state of Massachusetts as a non-profit non-
partisan organization, the Kerala Association of 
New England (KANE) is one of the oldest and the 
most prominent American Kerala (South Indian) 
associations in the United States. We bring 
together 2000+ Kerala families annually by 
organizing several events throughout the year.  
 

We celebrate Diwali, Halloween, Christmas, Summer Picnic and Onam. In addition, 
our flagship event Malhar features several artists and talents in the fields of arts, 
music and dance, all harmonized in a fun filled, family oriented atmosphere. 

United India Association of New England; www.unitedindia.net 
 

 

 
 
The United India Association of New England, 
Inc. was founded in 1984 with the core mission 
to preserve, promote and nurture the values of 
our Indian heritage by planning, developing and 
executing programs which bring our 
community together. 
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Bihar Jharkhand association of New England (BJANA), https://bjana.org/ 

 

Bihar Jharkhand 
Association of New 
England is to promote 
culture, language and 
philanthropic activities in 
parts of India. 

This is possible by voluntary participation of NRIs living in the Greater Boston area 
for the past 15+ years. Together we bring our flavor of festivals, while creating an 
environment of extended family away from our ancestral background. 

New England Marathi Mandal (NEMM); http://www.nemm.org/ 

New England Marathi Mandal (NEMM) is a 41+ years old organization that’s 
situated in the New England area. We are proud to inherit and preserve the 
Maharashtrian culture through various activities. Over the years, we have provided 
many splendid programs and entertained good-size crowds on the occasion of 
Marathi festivals such as Maharashtra Din, Ganesh Chaturthi, Diwali, Padwa and 
Makar Sankrant.  

 

We also conduct kids’ activities 
that are focused on the Marathi 
festivals that we celebrate. 
Furthermore, we are also 
involved in ‘Giving Back to 
community” and conducted 
donations, encouraged 
volunteering through our local 
communities and provided a 
forum for knowledge exchange 
through info sessions like Real 
Estate, college admission 
process etc.  
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Tamil Makkal Mandram; https://www.tmm-usa.org, https://www.facebook.com/  

Tamil Makkal Mandram is a registered, 
non-profit organization, which aims to 
promote Tamil culture and heritage. 
TMM serves as a cultural, social, 
educational and charitable 
organization and strives to cater to the 
needs of the Tamil diaspora and 
surrounding communities in  

New Hampshire, Massachusetts, greater New England as well as back home in 
Tamilnadu, India. We thank our volunteers, members, sponsors and well-wishers 
for their support to enable us to do this charity. 

Mandaara New England Kannada Koota (NEKK); http://mandaara.org/ 

 

Mandaara NEKK’s mission is to bring all 
people together and support  
Kannada’s rich heritage and cultural 
pride, to promote its art and literature, 
and to facilitate the interaction and 
socio - cultural exchange among the 
community. Additionally, to provide an 
opportunity and effective platform for 
members those who believe in giving 
their best via social services and charity 
to the local and global community. 
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Odisha Society of New England (OSNE);  http://osneonline.org/ 

OSNE is a non-political, non-profit, voluntary association for Odias living in New 
England. It is a chapter of the Odisha Society of the Americas (OSA), recognized as 
the 501(c)(3) public non-profit in the United States. 

 

We are dedicated towards celebrating 
and maintaining Odia culture by 
bringing families together. OSNE 
arranges various religious festivals and 
social gatherings throughout the year 
for our members. With the help of the 
Odia families from the New England 
area, OSNE has been successfully 
promoting the culture of Odisha and 
charitable work for over 30 years 

 

New England Malayalee Association (NEMA); www.nemausa.org 

 

Founded in 2004, the New England 
Malayalee Association [NEMA] is a 
registered, non-profit organization in 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
USA. Most broadly, it serves to cultivate 
and support the exchange of ideas 
between the Malayali community and 
people of other cultures. To this end, 
NEMA promotes a deeper 
understanding of Malayalam language, 
literature, and art. Through its 
meetings and programs, it seeks to 
promote fellowship through cultural  

exchange and to provide for the artistic, literary and inter-generational needs of 
the wider Indian community as it interacts with interested members of other 
cultures. A secular organization, NEMA is dedicated to the enrichment of its diverse 
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membership through regular programs that foster understanding of various rituals 
and traditions. 
NEMA is an organization founded on the extraordinary commitment of many 
members, a few of whom have served and strengthened our community for up to 
4 decades. The vibrancy of the organization attests to the rich commitment of its 
members and friends. 

 

Hindi Manch; www.HindiManch.org 

Hindi Manch, a Non-Profit 
Organization, since its inception, has 
been successfully working to pass on 
the heritage of Hindi and related 
languages like Urdu, Bhojpuri, Awadhi, 
Brij, Khariboli etc. to the next 
generation through Literary sittings, 
theatre, cultural and musical events in 
the United States. Hindi Manch is 
bringing people together who know or 
want to know about Hindi. 

 

 

 India Association of Rhode Island (IARI) 

 

The India Association of Rhode Island 
(IARI) was established in 1975 with the 
mission to serve Indian- Asian 
community and enrich the cultural 
fabric of the Ocean State. Since its 
inception, IARI has been a platform for 
art enthusiasts to showcase their 
talents.  Cultural events like Diwali and 
Independence Day, in the backdrop of 
majestic statehouses, attracts ~800-
900 attendees every year. In 2019,  
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IARI’s portfolio expanded from Cultural to Youth Engagement Activities.  Athletics 
Day and Humanities Day have been the highlights of the year. IARI’s Kids-4-kids 
virtual summer program, 2020 was a month-long event where high school kids 
were trained to teach younger kids skills ranging from story narrative to coding 
languages. Kids improvised on their fine art skills with baking and painting sessions 
while learning about the historic significance of these art forms. Summer program 
reached beyond borders with kids’ participation from California and Atlanta. This 
brings us one step closer to realizing our dream of youth expanding the frontiers of 
this organization.  Community support has always been a priority for the team. 
Amidst the instability, IARI supported the sewing artists to deliver~300 masks to 
food banks, hospitals and local stores. Thanks to the efforts of our altruists, IARI is 
proud to host round the year events in Youth and Cultural Segments at diverse 
locations in and around Rhode Island, ultimately promoting inclusivity of RI’s 
cultural landscape 

 

Shishu Bharati;            https://www.shishubharati.net 

Shishu Bharati is 42 year-old, non-
profit, non-religious Indian School, run 
on every Sunday at three locations 
(Lexington, MA; Nashua, NH; Walpole, 
MA). It is home to about 900 students, 
250 volunteers and a few hundred 
alumni students.  

We teach all of the major Indian languages (including Sanskrit) and culture 
(including Yoga), from KG to 8th grade. Many universities are accepting Shishu 
Bharati’s languages by waiving the language requirements.  

Alumni students serve as student volunteers, and receive the United States 
“Presidential Volunteers Award”.  Shishu Bharati is a recipient of the Massachusetts 
State Senators Office “Excellence in Teaching Indian Languages and Culture” award. 
Senior members have been recognized and honored by the community with 
“LifeTime Achievement Award”, “Community Service Award,” and many other 
accolades. Shishu Bharati’s mission is to “Perceive, Preserve, Promote,”and 
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prepare “Ambassadors of Indian Heritage” through teachings of Indian languages 
and culture.  

 

Bangla O Biswa; http://banglabiswa.org/ 

Bangla-O-Biswa is a premier non-profit 
cultural organization serving the 
Bangali diaspora in the Greater Boston 
area. Bangla-O-Biswa was formed in 
the spring of 1982 and is run by an 
elected Executive Committee.  

Its membership includes over 600 families and reaches several thousand Indians 
in the New England area. Our mission is to nurture and cherish the spiritual, 
cultural and social heritage of Bengal and embrace all communities in the spirit of 
harmony and unanimity. Bangla-O-Biswa organizes five regular events during 
each year. Saraswati Puja, Basanta Utsav (Spring Festival), Member Appreciation 
Day (Annual Picnic), Durga Puja and Kali Puja. 

 

Gujarati Association of New England (GURJAR); https://www.gurjar.org/ 

GURJAR - Gujarati Association of New 
England was officially formed in April 
1977. We are a non-profit organization 
primarily focused on activities to 
promote Gujarati culture.  Gurjar today 
is a strong and reinvigorated 
organization. Its growth and strength 
are due to the commitment of its 
members, selfless devotion of the 
executive committee, volunteers, and 
sponsors. 

For the past 42 years we have hosted a free cultural event for our youth to 
showcase their talent. Our effort is to facilitate an event through which they stay 
in touch with their Indian Gujarati Heritage. We are actively looking to revive the 
Youth wing. The other major highlight of the four decades is supporting a 
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scholarship since 1998. We have since given away over 250+ scholarships to college 
going children of our Life members. 

Gurjar has stepped up to support charitable needs during natural disasters and 
unprecedented calamities anywhere in the world.  In 2001 we raised over 150 
thousand dollars for the Gujarat Earthquake victims and adopted several villages 
for the rehabilitation. In September Gurjar supported the Hurricane Harvey victims 
in Texas. In 2020 the need for food donations was very high during COVID-19 
Pandemic. We did our part by donating food to pantries as well as making and 
delivering sandwich meals to various shelters. We have been a part of several 
charity events and annually contribute to various local charities like Ekal, Shishu 
Bharti, We Care Charity and ICC. 

We are the only association that has consistently hosted Celebrity Plays, Diwali 
Dinners with a live Band as well as Sold out Navratri Festivals with enthusiastic 
support by the New England Community at large.  

We continue to add life members each year. Staying a step ahead of its time and 
providing quality programs has been the hallmark of Gurjar's evolution. 

 

Telugu Association of Greater Boston (TAGB); https://www.tagb.org/ 

 

The Telugu Association of Greater 
Boston (TAGB) is one of the largest 
Ethnic Indian Organizations in the New 
England region of the USA and was 
established in 1982. TAGB is a 
registered non-profit and approved 
501(c)(3) tax exempted organization. 
Our association connects the Telugu-
speaking diaspora in the neighboring 
states of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
New Hampshire, Maine, Vermont and 
Connecticut.  

Since its inception, TAGB has been serving the community by promoting various 
cultural, educational, charitable, and humanitarian activities. Through these 
activities and sustained presence in the communities, TAGB has helped the Telugu-
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speaking people of the United States of America, connect with other Americans 
and people from other parts of the world, and fostered greater intercultural 
understanding, collaboration and respect. TAGB is committed to work with other 
Indian associations and local US organizations and volunteer groups to strengthen 
the cultural and social bridges between USA and India and help support and serve 
the communities we live and work in.  

 

Blackstone Valley India Society (BVIS); http://www.bvis.org/  

 

The Blackstone Valley India Society 
(BVIS) is an organization formed to 
celebrate diversity and culture of the 
Indian American society in the New 
England area. We encourage our 
members to volunteer and extend 
support in the local community through 
various charitable contributions. 
 

 

North America Telugu Society (NATS) Boston Chapter; www.natsworld.org 

 

North America Telugu Society is a non-
profit nation organization for Telugus 
living in North America. NATS primary 
objective is to address the needs and 
concerns that affect everyday lives of 
Telugu people living in North America. 
The society will provide needed social, 
financial and educational support 
services to the North American Telugu 
community in an effective and efficient 
manner. 

Boston Chapter is one of the several wings of NATS which is prominent and plays a 
key role for the local community. 
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India association of Maine (IAM); http://iamaine.org/ 

 

This organization was started around 
30 years ago by 5 families and has 
grown ever since. Our mission is to 
facilitate and promote charitable, 
cultural, social and educational services 
while encouraging and fostering 
greater understanding of Indian culture 
and heritage. 

We strive to provide a common identity to the Indian community and facilitate 
cultural, social and educational services and opportunities for cultural integration 
from young to old of the community; as well as to foster those activities that 
enhance mutual understanding and appreciation between the Indo-American 
community and mainstream American community. 

Some of our most popular events bring the community together to celebrate Holi 
(festival of colors), India’s Independence Day and Diwali (festival of lights) 

 

India Association of New Hampshire (IANH); https://www.ianh.org/ 

 

India Association of New Hampshire is 
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization, 
formed for the purpose of  fostering 
general well-being of Asian Indian 
Community by organizing cultural & 
educational activities and by promoting 
a) Community and Charitable services, 
b) Political awareness,  and c) Goodwill 
between INDIA & USA. 
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Sewa International USA; www.sewausa.org 

 

Sewa International is a non-profit 
community service organization that 
was started in Atlanta in 2003. In the 
past 17 years Sewa has grown from one 
to 31 chapters in the United States. Its 
mission is to serve humanity in distress, 
aid local communities and promote 
volunteerism, irrespective of race, 
color, religion, gender or nationality. 

Sewa volunteers perform over 10,000 hours of community service annually. The 
Boston chapter started in 2013 is run by a vibrant group of volunteers who come 
from different walks of life. During these unprecedented times of COVID19 
pandemic Sewa Boston along with its partner organizations has been in the 
forefront of relief measures. Sewa volunteers in the greater Boston area have 
distributed 28,000 face masks, 1,000 gowns and caps, 1,000 meals to hospitals and 
medical facilities. They raised and donated $65,000 to Massachusetts General 
Hospital and food pantries in the New England region 

 

Sindhi Association of New England; http://www.saneus.org 

 

Started by our late Dr Dudani in 1974 with 
the purpose of association to bring the 
community together at a place and 
celebrate important festivals 
like:Diwali,Cheti Chand (Sindhi New Year 
Jhulelal Sai day),Thadri ( Devi Maa day 
cook a day ahead in SAWAN), Guru Nanak 
Janam (Gurupurabh). 
 

 

 

 

 



 

62 | P a g e  
 

TiE Boston; https://www.tieboston.org/ 

 

TiE Boston is a member-based organization 
founded in 1997 by a group of successful 
entrepreneurs, corporate executives, and senior 
professionals of Indian origin, in order to foster 
future innovators. Our network of successful 
entrepreneurs are deeply engaged and committed 
to giving back to the community by providing 
mentorship, tactical advice, and expertise to rising 
entrepreneurs. As part of a global network, TiE 
Chapters around the world have become a vibrant 
platform for entrepreneurs, professionals, industry 
leaders, and investors to interact with one another 
and forge long-lasting relationships. 

By: Vaishali Gade, IAGB Vice President 
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IAGB Editorial Team: Sanjay Kudrimoti, Yogita Miharia 


