
Exciting times at the Gainesville Opportunity Center.  We have 
purchased our own building... our home...  our Clubhouse. We 
follow a recovery through work model.  Having our own place 
creates more meaningful work... more jobs that need to be done. 
By participating the GOC workday, our Members are not only 
challenging themselves, they are accomplishing things they never 
thought possible.  It is empowering.  It builds confidence. It is 
inspiring.     

When you live with chronic mental illness getting out of the house 
and participating can be a challenge.  Isolation is not only a problem, it becomes a habit.  

By supporting adults to get out and do work at their own pace... with the goal to return to the 
workforce and a career,  we are helping the community and saving the taxpayer money. 

A donation to us, is an investment in these individuals... and an investment into our community.

During this Pandemic, everything is uncertain.  This new building will save us money in the long 
run, but we need to make up about $100,000 for our down payment and moving expenses.  Please 
give us a hand.  Our Members need a hand up, not a hand out.  Your donations will help us help 
Members.  

Please go to our website at www.goclubhouse.org to donate online, or send a check to:

PO BOX  14684 Gainesville, FL 32604.
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Melissa DeVaney is moving 
forward.  She recently completed 
her LPN certification and is now 
working in her career field!!!!!!   

She has wanted to be a nurse 
since she was six years old.  Her 
mother is a nurse, and as a child, 
Melissa cared for her elderly 
grandmother.

Melissa has been coming to 
GOC because of the bonds she 
has with friends here. GOC has helped her keep her desire to persue 
her career as a nurse.   Melissa says, “When I was at my lowest, GOC 
helped me to believe in myself, and helped me realize that I’m important.”  
She would like to encourage people to never give up on your goals and 
dreams. She says it is wonderful that there are places like the GOC that 
help people stand on their own two feet.

The GOC  also has helped Melissa to be proactive about dealing with 
mental illness.  “A lot of the issues that I have happen when I self-isolate.  
Being around people has been a big part of my recovery. Every day I was 
waking up but there was nothing to do.”  The GOC provides a safe place 
to come to participate in meaningful work-related activities.

Having a nursing job is very rewarding and intellectually stimulating.  
Melissa also degree in Elementary Education 1-6 with ESE certification.  
She taught school in Alachua and Bradford County, Florida.  Having 
teaching and nursing skills helps her understand others and be able to 
communicate well in her profession.   

We are all so proud of Melissa and her accomplishments!

GOC GAZETTE
By David Stevens
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Melissa, along with 
program Director Maggie 
Hannon, is sending out 
letters to GOC donors.  
Members are involved 

in all areas of our 
operation.

Member spotllight: Mellissa DeVaney



We have lots 
of land, which 
means lots of 

yardwork.
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New Home: Moving Closer  

The roof is less than 5 years old, and 
so is the air conditioning unit. The 

building is also well insulated, so we 
anticipte a drop in our utility bills.  But, 

like everything, the building needs 
some TLC.  

Reid and Mark are over 
at the new facility taking 

“before” pictures. 

October 30 is 
our tentative 
move in date 
for the new 

building.  So 
much needs to 

be done!

Some trees need 
to be removed, and 

some areas like 
the sidewalk needs 
pressure washing. 

The gutters and 
other areas need 
painting.   These 

are all “minor” but 
will call for some 

serious work.
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Culinary

We are focusing on packing and moving. 
Members have been deep cleaning for 

the move and also disposing of food items 
that are out of date. Pat has been in every 
week taking a lead role in these activities. 

Employment

The GOC is gearing up for more 
Transitional Employment.  Alachua 

County will be partnering with the GOC, 
for one or two more positions.  We 

hope to have the positions lanched by 
early November. Along with our move, 
October is surely going to be busy!!! 

Unit Update:
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Office
 GOC is updating all of its forms in order 

to better track all of the activities our 
members are participating in. We need 
to track things as such as employment, 

wages, participation, and individual 
growth.

Media
We now have a Zoom meeting at 3:00pm 
Fridays where we go over Adobe Creative 
Suite. Members are learning professional 
design techniques that we’re using on our 

newsletter, brochures, and website.
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Maggie and Lee show 
Members how to collect 
money and reconcile a 
balance sheet as part of the 
GOC lunch program.

 Pat and Sandy are recycling shredded paper 
documents.  

Rose Ann is 
answering 
phones and 
taking notes at 
our reception 
desk.

Brett and John are are helping 
Diane and the Downtown Rotary 

Club keep Main Street clean.

The Month in Pictures
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GOC: Why I Come
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Clubhouse
International

Recovery through 
work is what the 
GOC is all about. 
Joel is one of our 

many hard workers.  
At the GOC, Joel 

accomplishes new 
tasks every day and 

supports others 
in their recovery.  
Joel is employed 

in a warehouse for 
Canteen, a vending 

machine supply 
company.

At the GOC, Members can do anything.   We work in nearly every aspect of the daily routine with 
GOC staff and other Members.     Everybody likes to come to the Clubhouse to cook food, work on 
computers, or work on the newsletter.  On weekends, the GOC has social events where we watch 
movies, play board games, or create art.  Work is done and it is time to socialize with our friends.  

The GOC has Facebook and Zoom meetings for Members who can’t come in person.  Please call 
the GOC if you need our schedule or need help getting into a meeting.  

We’re moving to a new building this month. We will we located at 1210 NW 14th Avenue, here in 
Gainesville.  We’ll have plenty of packing and other things Members can do to help us with our 
move.  

by Joel Ferguson
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Phil 
Robertson

5 6
Melissa 
DeVaney

7 8
Zennie Best
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11 12 13
Chris Poirier

14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21
Lois Williams

22
Bennie 
Burkett

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
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