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US 180 Corridor Study Public Comments and Responses, May 2021 
Bayard to Deming, New Mexico Department of Transportation CN#1101840 

Thank you for your interest in the US 180 Corridor Study from Bayard to Deming. You are receiving this message because you provided 
comments on the alternatives that were evaluated for improving US 180. The New Mexico Department of Transportation (NMDOT) received 112 
comments on the proposed alternatives and key findings of the US 180 Corridor Study: 

• 10 people asked questions and made comments at the March 4, 2021 online public meeting.  
• 15 people provided written comments via email. 
• 87 people provided comments using the comment form provided on the website. 

The 112 comments we received focused around several comment themes. These comment themes and responses are provided below. 

Theme Comment Summary Response 

Extend the 
pedestrian/bike 
path from Bayard 
to Hurley  

About half of the comments received asked if this project 
could build a non-motorized connection between Bayard and 
Hurley that would be similar to the one being constructed 
between Santa Clara and Bayard. Several people suggested 
that the non-motorized path could be extended to Silver City 
to connect Silver City, Santa Clara, Bayard, and Hurley. While 
many people indicated strong support for the concept of a 
non-motorized pathway, there were some people who were 
concerned increased lighting, increased costs, and if the 
projected use would warrant a pathway. 

At this time, NMDOT is not proposing to extend the walkway or build a non-
motorized connection between Bayard and Hurley; however, the construction 
of a non-motorized connection would not be precluded by NMDOT’s 
preferred alternative. NMDOT’s preferred alternative includes widening 
roadway shoulders to safely accommodate bicycles (see the response related 
to bike accommodations). While there could be a variety of benefits of 
providing a non-motorized connection between Bayard and Hurley, this is a 
relatively new idea and one that is not solely a NMDOT decision. Typically, 
regional trails/non-motorized connections, such as this proposal, are 
developed and prioritized through local and regional planning processes that 
would include Grant County, the Towns of Bayard and Hurley, the Southwest 
Regional Transportation Planning Organization (SWRTPO), the NMDOT, and 
other key stakeholders. This non-motorized connection is not identified in 
Grant County’s current Comprehensive Plan, June 2017. It is our 
understanding that Grant County is starting a cross-jurisdictional trails 
planning process. That planning process will engage a wide variety of 
interested parties to collectively identify and prioritize future trail-related 
projects in Grant County. The concept of a non-motorized connection 
between Bayard and Hurley could be considered and developed as part of 
these broader planning efforts. The NMDOT will share public comments 
received related to extending this trail with Grant County. 

Safety Several commenters indicated that safety was the most 
important issue to them. Some commenters expressed 
support for NMDOT’s proposed recommendation. 

Thank you for your support of the recommendation. Safety is one of the key 
considerations in our evaluation of the alternatives. All of the alternatives, 
including the preferred alternative, would improve safety on US 180. 
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Lighting Concerns Many citizens, including several residents from the 
Butterfield Estates area near the rest stop, asked if lighting is 
proposed and expressed concern about impacts to night 
skies. Several people expressed concern about the lighting 
that has been installed in Bayard and indicated strong 
opposition to the addition of lighting from Bayard to Deming.  

Proposed lighting improvements on US 180 between Bayard and Deming will 
be limited to specific intersections that require additional lighting for safety 
reasons. These include areas such as intersecting roads in Hurley and the rest 
stop intersection near the Butterfield Estates area. NMDOT understands that 
many people, including residents of Butterfield Estates are not supportive of 
additional lighting and want night skies to be preserved. However, NMDOT 
needs to balance safety with neighborhood concerns. If NMDOT does 
implement lighting, full cutoff LED lighting will be used, to comply with the 
New Mexico Night Sky Protection Act. A final decision on lighting at 
intersections will be made during project design (the next step in the process).  

Bike 
Accommodations 

Several commenters expressed a desire for safe bike 
accommodations on US 180, specifically because US 180 is an 
important corridor for local and regional bicyclists and there 
are several events that occur in the area. Specific comments 
included requesting that the US 180 shoulders have a clear, 
usable space of 5-feet for bicycle travel that is free of a 
rumble strip. It was suggested that the design provide gaps in 
the rumble strips to minimize possible effects to bike tires 
and gears. 

US 180 is included as a “Tier 1 Rural“ bicycle facility in the New Mexico 
Prioritized Statewide Bicycle Plan (NMDOT 2018a). Tier 1 routes are a high 
priority for bikeways that provide community and statewide connections. 
Based on posted speeds in the project limits, design criteria in NMDOT’s 
Bicycle Plan recommends 6 feet of available clear area on highway shoulders 
for use by bicyclists. Per AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bikeway 
Facilities, 4th edition, the minimum operational clear space is at least 4 feet of 
clear space, though widths of greater than 5 feet are desirable on roadways 
with average daily traffic volumes over 1,500 vehicles per day and the 
percentage of truck traffic is greater than or equal to 10 percent of the traffic 
stream. As part of the preferred alternative, roadway shoulders will be 
widened where needed to provide 6-feet of clear area for bicyclists. However, 
this width may need to be reduced for short distances where turn lanes are 
added. In these cases, the NMDOT will work to provide 5-feet of usable width. 
As part of preliminary design, NMDOT will consider best practices for rumble 
strip design on rural roadway shoulders that accommodates bicycles. 

4-Lanes Several commenters indicated that they preferred a 4-lane 
roadway between Bayard and Deming over a 2-lane roadway. 

NMDOT’s preferred alternative includes a 4-lane roadway on about 5.5 miles 
of the US 180 corridor from Bayard to about 1,000 feet south of the railroad 
crossing in Hurley. The 4-lane roadway was recommended in this location due 
to higher traffic volumes and the number of intersecting roads. South of 
Hurley, traffic volumes decrease by more than half from about 6,500 vehicles 
per day to between 2,000 and 2,500 vehicles per day. South of Hurley a 2-lane 
roadway is sufficient to accommodate these lower traffic volumes. The 
proposed 2-lane section will also include passing lanes at approximate 6-mile 
intervals and will improve several intersections by adding turn lanes. These 
design features will improve safety at a cost that is about $40 million less than 
a 4-lane roadway.  
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Turn Lanes Several commenters expressed support for adding turn lanes 
on US 180 and suggested NMDOT consider intersection 
improvements at Butterfield Trail, Cooke Road, Perrin Road, 
and Dwyer Road. In the short-term, a couple of commenters 
asked if NMDOT could add signs indicating the intersections 
at Butterfield and Cooke and extend the double-yellow solid 
lines from the rest stop to at least ½ mile beyond Butterfield 
and Cooke. 

NMDOT will consider improvements at additional intersections throughout 
the design process and the design will be modified as necessary. The six 
intersections where improvements were initially proposed were identified for 
improvements based on factors including traffic volumes, traffic counts of 
turning movements, and crash data. In response to public comments received 
during the public comment period, the project team reviewed information on 
additional intersections in the corridor and is proposing to include intersection 
improvements at Butterfield Trail and Perrin Road (heading east from US 180). 
These improvements will be determined as part of preliminary design. In the 
short-term, NMDOT will investigate the need for additional signage and 
striping at Butterfield and Cooke.  

Cost A couple of commenters indicated concerns with the cost of 
the proposed improvements and indicated that the money 
could be better spent elsewhere, or that to save costs, 
NMDOT should focus on rehabilitating the pavement and 
other improvements should be left out.  

NMDOT evaluated a range of alternatives. Cost was a key factor in our 
evaluation, but other factors, such as roadway condition, safety, traffic 
operations, right-of-way, and environmental impacts were also important 
considerations. The preferred alternative was selected because it addresses key 
issues in the corridor, including roadway condition, safety, and traffic 
operations, while balancing costs.   

Historic Markers A couple of commenters requested that historical markers, 
such as the marker for the Butterfield Trail and the Mangas 
Coloradas be relocated if they would be affected by the 
proposed improvements. One commenter provided 
information on the history of the Butterfield Trail and 
requested that it be relocated to the south side of US 180 
with parking so people can pull of the highway and safely 
view it.  

As part of preliminary design, NMDOT will determine if these historical 
markers will be affected by the proposed improvements. If they will be 
affected, NMDOT will provide a recommendation of where the signs will be 
relocated. Typically, NMDOT tries to relocate historical makers near their 
current location. There will be sufficient space for people to pull off of the 
highway to view the marker. NMDOT will provide additional information on 
these markers at the next public meeting. 

Roadway 
Sweeping 

A few commenters asked if the roadway could be swept to 
remove debris. 

NMDOT routinely picks up litter as part of ongoing roadway maintenance. 
Street sweeping occurs on an as-needed basis in areas identified by NMDOT 
road patrol or in response to concerns raised by citizens.  

Public 
Transportation 

One commenter asked NMDOT to consider public 
transportation with regular and reliable schedules. 

Corre Caminos provides public transit service in the area. This service is 
funded by grants from the NMDOT. For more information on public transit 
service provided in Silver City, Santa Clara, Bayard and Deming, visit 
https://correcaminosnm.com/. 

 
General project information can be found at https://engage-parametrix.com/us180/. If you have questions or would like additional information 
regarding this project, please contact Arthur J. (“AJ”) Romero at 575.202.3340 or arthurj.romero@state.nm.us. NMDOT will host another public 
meeting to discuss progress on the preliminary design and the results of environmental analysis in Summer 2021. Thank you for your interest 
and participation in this project. 
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