
HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC PARISH
Iglesia Católica de La Santa Cruz
1244 S. Power Road, Mesa, Arizona 85206     

Mission Statement 
 
AD INTRA (for ourselves): 
To deepen our experience of Jesus Christ through a  
vibrant sacramental life and our common liturgical worship. 
 
AD EXTRA (to the world) 
To reach our vocational fulfillment individually and  
as a community by engaging our neighbor with the  
Gospel Message.

April 17, 2022 

Weekday Masses:  
Monday through Saturday: 8:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Evening: 7:00 p.m. 

 
Weekend Masses:  
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.  
1:00 p.m. Spanish Mass and 4:00 p.m. (English - ad orientem) 
 

Confessions:  
After Daily Mass Monday - Saturday & 5:00 - 6:45 p.m. Wednesday 
 

Adoration: 
Wednesday Adoration: 9:00 a.m. to 6:45 p.m.  
Benediction at 6:45 p.m. 
First Friday Adoration: After the 8:30 a.m. Mass in Latin. 
Benediction at 11:45 a.m.



 PARISH DIRECTORY

Holy Cross is now a Baby Safe Haven. 
 
Call the Parish office for more  
information.

Infant Baptism 
A parent requesting that their child be baptized must be a  
registered parishioner who is actively participating in the life of the 
parish. Baptism preparation classes are required. Please call the 
parish office for additional information. 
 

Marriage, Marriage Prep and  
Annulments 
Couples seeking the Sacrament of Marriage must be registered  
parishioners who are actively participating in the life of the parish.  
Notification of intent to marry must be provided nine months in  
advance. For more information on the marriage preparation  
process, please call the parish office. 
 

Communion of the Sick 
Ministers of Care bring Holy Communion to the sick and to those 
who are unable to attend Mass. Please call the parish office to 
schedule a visit from one of our Ministers of Care. 
 

Emergency Anointing of the Sick 
If you or someone you know is in critical condition or near death, 
call 480-981-2021 (after 5 p.m. and weekends, PRESS 4 when  
instructed to do so.) Leave a detailed message, including a  
contact name and phone number that will be heard by the Priest 
on call.  Please Do Not use this service for any other reason. 
 

Federal Privacy Regulation 
HIPPA (Health Insurance Portability & Accountability Act) prohibits all 
hospitals from informing churches of a patient’s presence unless the 
patient gives permission for the hospital to do so. If you are admitted 
to a Hospital and would like a member of the clergy or a caregiver to 
visit you, please notify the hospital or call the parish office. 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
The St Vincent de Paul Society provides food assistance to those 
in need. We thank you for your donation of unopened, current 
dated non-perishable food and personal care items. PLEASE 
AVOID “FAMILY SIZE”. We’re located at the North end of the  
campus. Our hours are Monday through Thursday from 9-11 a.m. 
Please call 480-985-4259 to schedule an appointment. 
 

Funerals 
Funeral Mass is reserved for families and friends alike who have 
made prior arrangements for proper burial of the mortal remains. 
Contact Uriel Ramirez at 480-981-2021, ext. 216, or by email: 
uramirez@holycrossmesa.org to make arrangements. 

 
Parish Office: 480-981-2021 

Religious Ed Office: 480-325-5375 
Fax: 480-981-6844  

Website: holycrossmesa.org 
 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. 

(Reopens after 8:30 Mass) until 12:00 p.m. 
Closed for Lunch from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Open 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 12 :00 p.m. 
Closed Saturday and Sunday 

 
Parish Receptionists: Angie Perez 

- aperez@holycrossmesa.org 
Maryalondra De Alba Sanchez 

- mdealbasanchez@holycrossmesa.org 
Office Administrator: Laura Shirling 
ext. 205; lshirling@holycrossmesa.org 

 

Priests 
Pastor: Fr. Larry Merta 

ext. 208; flmerta@holycrossmesa.org 
Parochial Vicar: Fr. Jaya Rao Maddu 
ext. 202; frmaddu@holycrossmesa.org 

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Raul Herrero 
 

Deacons: Richard Conn, Clarence Vetter,  
Joe Scaccia, Jim Gersitz & JC Gonzalez 

 

Pastoral Ministry 
Pastoral Associate: Bridgette Cosentino 
ext. 206; bcosentino@holycrossmesa.org 

Assistant to Pastoral Assoc.: Olga Rivera 
Ext. 204; orivera@holycrossmesa.org 

 

Religious Education 
Coor. of RE & Evangelization: Cynthia Benzing 

ext. 214; cbenzing@holycrossmesa.org 
Coor. of Youth Faith Formation (grades 6-12):  

Patti Phillips, ext. 213; pphillips@holycrossmesa.org 
Coor. of Elem Faith Formation (PreK-5) 

Donna Macia, ext. 209; dmacia@holycrossmesa.org 
 

Music and Liturgy 
Director of Music: Jason Phillips 

ext. 215; jphillips@holycrossmesa.org 
Facilitator of Liturgical Ministry: Uriel Ramirez 

ext. 216; uramirez@holycrossmesa.org 

Maintenance: Supervisor: Gabriel Suarez 
ext. 218; gsuarez@holycrossmesa.org 
Paul Mansberger • Darrell Fitzgerald



LITURGY & PARISH EVENTS 

Mass Intentions for the Week of  
April 18 - April 24, 2022 
Mon.     8:30 a.m.      †    Will (Bill) Halaschack 
Tue.      8:30 a.m.      †    James Davis 
Wed.     8:30 a.m.      †    Michael & Antoinette DeFino 
Wed. `  7:00 p.m.      †    Octavio & Elsa Flores 
Thu.      8:30 a.m.      †    Eleanor McGowan 
Fri.        8:30 a.m.            (SI) Matthew Vetter 
Sat.      8:30 a.m.      †    Albin Bak 
Sat.      4:00 p.m.      †    Mary Festa 
Sun.     7:00 a.m.            Pro Populo 
Sun.     9:00 a.m.      †    John Kenneth Norman 
Sun.     11:00 a.m.    †    The Schmidt Family 
Sun.     1:00 p.m.      †    Feliberta Salas 
Sun.     4:00 p.m.     †    Paul Setterlund 

Celebrant Schedule (subject to change) 
April 18 - April 24, 2022 
  
Mon.       8:30 a.m.     Fr. Jaya Maddu 
Tue.        8:30 a.m.     Fr. Jaya Maddu 
Wed.       8:30 a.m.     Fr. Larry Merta 
Wed.       7:00 p.m.     Fr. Jaya Maddu 
Thu.        7:00 p.m.     Fr. Larry Merta 
Fri.          3:00 p.m.     Fr. Larry Merta 
Sat.         8:30 a.m.     Fr. Jaya Maddu 
Sat.         4:00 p.m.     Fr. Larry Merta 
Sun.        7:00 a.m.     Fr. Larry Merta 
Sun.       9:00 a.m.     Fr. Larry Merta 
Sun.       11:00 a.m.   Fr. Jaya Maddu 
Sun.       1:00 p.m.     Fr. Raul Herrero 
Sun.        4:00 p.m.     Fr. Jaya Maddu 

 
 

The Sanctuary Lamps burn this week for: 
 

1. For the special intention of Fr. Larry   2. For the special intention of the Follett Family

 
JMJ! 
 

Happy Easter! 

During the Rome Pilgrimage of our youth last month, I tried to 
point out just how important beautiful images were to recall our 
Lord's command to 'watch and pray'. The Resurrection of our 
Lord showed the Adversary that his Kingdom of Darkness did 
not have the last word over the lives of the faithful who take our 
Lord and His Word seriously. Religious art was meant in the 
mind of the public to go on display to help remind us that the  
religious experience of the liturgy is more than an Easter Cele-
bration. Christ wants everything from us--not the leftovers of a 
busy life too invested with the world. 
 

There were numerous examples of religious art on street corners inviting us to pause, reflect and thank God for the  
redemption wrought by Christ. Just as Moses told the Israelites to look up at the bronze serpent on the fork of a tree in order 
to be healed of the poisonous bite, so too we are to look at Him and His Church's precepts, and take them seriously in order 
that we may live in the hope of our own glorious resurrection. After all, human freedom can choose against this forever. We 
are so fickle when it comes to the all important religious matters. 
 
Easter Celebration can't do much for us if we don't present ourselves and live the divine liturgy personally each Sunday in His 
House. There, the faithful gather to receive pardon from their confessors, and, after having examined their worthiness, they 
approach him really present in the Eucharist in order to be fed. Then comes the encouragement, the joy and the hopeful  
anticipation of seeing these realities our religious art depicts viz a viz. Living habitually throughout the year in this way, brings 
also pause, ponderation and gratitude for the beautiful art we see in other places. Just ask our Rome Pilgrims if that was the 
case. I hope to see many of you throughout the year join us in our Parish Community of Holy Cross. 
 
In His Love, 
Fr. Larry, Pastor 



THE TRINITY OF STEWARDSHIP 
TIME • TALENT • TREASURE

 
Offertory Income - March, 2022 

Plate: July - March Actual:  $948,466.88 
 Plate: July - March Budget: $914,333.00 
CUP: July - March Actual: $62,457.19 

 
        Thank you for your continued support of Holy Cross Parish! 

Attention Local Business Owners! 
Please consider advertising in our bulletin..It is another 
way of supporting our parish! 

 
Expand Your Reach With a Captive, Growing Audience! 
With an ad in a center newsletter, your business name will be seen on a regular basis, 
building awareness and credibility.  By supporting the efforts of the center, your busi-
ness will be seen as a trusted source by community members and by their families 
and friends. 
 
• One full year of advertising at one low cost  
• Vibrant, full-color, professionally designed ad 
• Reach consumers right in your backyard  
• Four FREE ad changes per year  
 
 

Contact our Bulletin Sales Represenitive, Jaime Martinez Arvizu @ 800-950-9952; Ext 5831v or   
email him at: jarvizu@4lpi.com for more information on placing an ad. 
 

Attention Parishioners! 
Bulletin Advertisers… An important group to support! 
 
Whenever you see an advertiser supporting our bulletin, please know that they are playing a key role in the finances of the 
parish. Their support by advertising in our bulletin means that we do not have to pay any money at all for printing and shipping 
of our weekly bulletins. In addition, if enough businesses advertise in our bulletin, we actually receive a small rebate from the 
publisher! 
 
Local businesses have many choices for spending their advertising dollars and we REALLY want them to choose Holy Cross 
as a part of their marketing program. Please consider supporting these businesses, and if you do, please thank them for sup-
porting your parish! If you are a business owner yourself, consider advertising in our bulletin as another way of supporting 
your parish!

 
HELP WANTED! 

Money Counters Needed! 

We count on Monday mornings. Volunteer for 2 hours or less on a rotation basis.  
Contact Laura Shirling in the parish office at: 480-981-2021; ext. 205 

for more information on how you can help! 



  PARISH & COMMUNITY  EVENTS  

For assistance in making your gift to the CDA, please contact Donor Services at: (602) 354-2235  

CDA  Matching Gift Challenge! 

 
If you’ve been thinking about making a gift to the Charity 
and Development Appeal, but keep forgetting, now is the 
time! Rechterman Family Charities has stepped forward 
with a $1,000,000 matching gift.   
 
Every CDA gift received between April 1 and May 15, 
will be matched up to $1,000,000! Your $20 = $40, 
$100 = $200, and so on! 
 
The CDA provides support to 70+ Catholic ministries, 
charities and agencies in our Diocese every year in July.  
Help us to help them!  Let’s unite together in Christ to  
support those who are in need. 
 
1. Make your gift online at cdamatch.dphx.org 
2. Call the CDA office at 602-354-2235 (M-F, 8 am – 4:30 
pm) 
3. Pickup a CDA envelope at our Parish and mail your gift in 
the enclosed yellow reply envelope before May 15 (or use a 
mailer sent to your home) 
 
Thank you for sharing your gifts with those in need! Every 
gift counts – no matter the size. Remember, it doesn’t 
matter what you give, it matters that you did! 

Engaged Parish of the Month 
February 2022 

 
Holy Cross has been recognized for partnering with Catholic 
Charities Community Services and together helping our  
community’s most vulnerable with solutions that permanently 
improve lives.

HOLY CROSS ROSARY MAKERS 

 
Join us on the first Thursday of every month for a morning of prayerful fellowship while making  
rosaries for our parish  ministries. We will meet Thursday, May 5, 2022 from 9:30 am until 
12:00 pm, in Room H.  
 
No previous experience needed! Please contact Cindy Benzing  at 480-325-5375 or  
cbenzing@holycrossmesa.org for more information. 
 



 PARISH & COMMUNITY  EVENTS  

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY  
APRIL 24, 2022 

(The Sodality of the Blessed Virgin Mary will be praying the Divine Mercy 
chaplet 30 minutes  before all Masses on Divine mercy Sunday.) 

 

*Join us in the Church at the 3:00 hour on Divine Mercy  
Sunday to sing the Divine Mercy Chaplet together. 

 
In a series of revelations to St. Maria Faustina Kowalska in the 1930s, our Lord 
called for a special feast day to be celebrated on the Sunday after Easter. 
Today, we know that feast as Divine Mercy Sunday, named by Pope St. John 
Paul II at the canonization of St. Faustina on April 30, 2000.  
 
The Lord expressed His will with regard to this feast in His very first revelation 
to St. Faustina. The most comprehensive revelation can be found in her Diary 
entry 699: 
 
My daughter, tell the whole world about My inconceivable mercy. I desire that 
the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and a shelter for all souls, and especially for 
poor sinners. On that day the very depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour 
out a whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the fount of My 

mercy. The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and  
punishment. On that day are opened all the divine floodgates through which graces flow. Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, 
even though its sins be as scarlet. My mercy is so great that no mind, be it of man or of angel, will be able to fathom it 
throughout all eternity. Everything that exists has come from the very depths of My most tender mercy. Every soul in its  
relation to Me will contemplate My love and mercy throughout eternity. The Feast of Mercy emerged from My very depths of 
tenderness. It is My desire that it be solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. Mankind will not have peace until it 
turns to the Fount of My mercy. 
 
In all, St. Faustina recorded 14 revelations from Jesus concerning His desire for this feast.  
 
To receive these graces, the only condition is to receive Holy Communion worthily on Divine Mercy Sunday (or the Vigil  
celebration) by making a good confession beforehand and staying in the state of grace and trusting in His Divine Mercy.  
By these conditions, our Lord is emphasizing the value of confession and Holy Communion as miracles of mercy. The  
Eucharist is Jesus, Himself, the Living God, longing to pour Himself as Mercy into our hearts.  
 
In addition, our Lord says through St. Faustina that we are to perform acts of mercy: "Yes, the first Sunday after Easter is the 
Feast of Mercy, but there must also be acts of mercy" (742).  
 
"The graces of My mercy are drawn by means of one vessel only, and that is trust. The more a soul trusts, the more it will  
receive" (1578). 

Jesus, I trust in You! 
 

Pope John Paul II discussed the significance of the image of Divine Mercy in his homily for the canonization of St. Faustina: 
 
“From that Heart [of Christ], Sr. Faustina Kowalska, the blessed whom from now on we will call a saint, will see two 
rays of light shining from that heart and illuminating the world. “The two rays”, Jesus Himself explained to her one 
day, “represent blood and water” (Diary, entry 299). Blood and water! We immediately think of the testimony given by 
the Evangelist John, who, when a soldier on Calvary pierced Christ’s side with his spear, sees blood and water  
flowing from it (see Jn 19:34). Moreover, if the blood recalls the sacrifice of the Cross and the gift of the Eucharist, 
the water, in Johannine symbolism, represents not only Baptism but also the gift of the Holy Spirit (see Jn 3:5; 4:14; 
7:37-39).”



 PARISH & COMMUNITY  EVENTS    

Easter Sunday - He is Risen!  
Let us Rejoice and be glad! 

First Reading 
Acts of the Apostles 10:34a,37-43 
Peter preaches about Jesus' life, death,  
and resurrection. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 118:1-2,16-17,22-23 
Rejoice in this day of the Lord. 
 
Second Reading 
Colossians 3:1-4 or 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8 
Colossians: Having been raised by Christ, be con-
cerned with what is above. 
1 Corinthians: Let us celebrate this feast with new yeast. 
 
Gospel Reading 
John 20:1-9 
Mary of Magdala finds that the stone has been removed from Jesus' tomb. 
 
Background on the Gospel Reading 
Today we begin the Easter Season, our 50-day meditation on the mystery of Christ's Resurrection. Our Gospel today tells us 
about the disciples' discovery of the empty tomb. It concludes by telling us that they did not yet understand that Jesus had 
risen from the dead. Thus, the details provided are not necessarily meant to offer proof of the Resurrection. The details invite 
us to reflect upon a most amazing gift, that is faith in Jesus and his Resurrection. 
 
Each of the four Gospels tells us that Jesus' empty tomb was first discovered by women. This is notable because in first-cen-
tury Jewish society women could not serve as legal witnesses. In the case of John's Gospel, the only woman attending the 
tomb is Mary of Magdala. Unlike the Synoptic accounts, John's Gospel does not describe an appearance of angels at the 
tomb. Instead, Mary is simply said to have observed that the stone that had sealed the tomb had been moved, and she runs to 
alert Simon Peter and the beloved disciple. Her statement to them is telling. She assumes that Jesus' body has been re-
moved, perhaps stolen. She does not consider that Jesus has been raised from the dead. 
 
Simon Peter and the beloved disciple race to the tomb, presumably to verify Mary's report. The beloved disciple arrives first 
but does not enter the tomb until after Simon Peter. This detail paints a vivid picture, as does the detail provided about the bu-
rial cloths. Some scholars believe that the presence of the burial cloths in the tomb offers evidence to the listener that Jesus' 
body had not been stolen (it is understood that grave robbers would have taken the burial cloths together with the body). 
 
The Gospel passage concludes, however, that even having seen the empty tomb and the burial cloths, the disciples do not yet 
understand about the Resurrection. In the passage that follows, Mary of Magdala meets Jesus but mistakes him for the  
gardener. In the weeks ahead, the Gospel readings from our liturgy will show us how the disciples came to believe in Jesus' 
Resurrection through his appearances to them. Our Easter faith is based on their witness to both the empty tomb and their 
continuing relationship with Jesus—in his appearances and in his gift of the Holy Spirit.

Family Connection 
In the Easter Gospel we hear about how the disciples found the tomb empty three days after Jesus' death. We are also told 
that they do not yet understand the Scriptures or that Jesus had been raised from the dead. That understanding gradually  
unfolded for the disciples as they began to experience the risen Lord. Similarly, our understanding of Jesus' Resurrection  
unfolds for us throughout our lives. In the weeks ahead, we will hear how the first disciples moved from confusion, doubt, and 
skepticism to faith. Their experience can teach us how we too might receive this gift of faith from God. 
 
Gather your family members and ask them to share what they know about the events that happened in the days after Jesus' 
crucifixion. Invite your family to imagine that they are among Jesus' first disciples. Read together today's Gospel, John 20:1-9. 
Reflect together on the Gospel with questions such as these: If you had been among the first disciples who heard that the 
stone had been removed from Jesus' tomb and that Jesus' body was no longer there, what would you think? What did Mary of 
Magdala, Simon Peter, and the disciple whom Jesus loved think had happened? Recall that this experience is the first  
indication Jesus' disciples have that he is risen.   Used with permission, Loyola Press



 PARISH & COMMUNITY  EVENTS   

St.Vicent de Paul Holy Cross Conference  480-985-4259 
April 17:  Easter Sunday 
Today as we celebrate the feast of Easter, like Mary Magdalene and the Disciples we find the challenge 
of also seeing and believing the resurrection. As you put your gift into the St. Vincent de Paul box you 
help those who are poor and hungry to “see and believe” in the Resurrection. 
 
17 de Abril: Domingo de Pascua 
Hoy, cuando celebramos la Resurrección de Nuestro Señor Jesucristo, como María Magdalena y los 

Discípulos, nos encontramos con el desafío  de ver y creer en la Resurrección. Cuando pones tu regalo en la Caja Pobre de 
la Sociedad de San Vicente de Paúl, ayudas a aquellos quienes son pobres y que tienen hambre a “ver y creer” en la Resur-
rección del Señor. 

Holy Cross Council #7904 &  
William J. Mitchell Assembly #3817

Reflection April 17, 2022 
Song:  MATT MAHER 
In strength You reign, Forever let Your Church proclaim 
Christ is risen from the dead! Trampling over death by death 
Come awake, come awake! Come and rise up from the grave! 
 
Help your council by serving in an officer position! If you want to serve as an elected officer, let your intentions be known to 
Mike Grimes, Paul Mansberger, or Mark Goetz.  
 
The Delta Drive is April 23-24.  
Please stop by and enjoy coffee and doughnuts with your fellow Knights after Mass on Sundays.  
 
Council Business Meetings are held, on the 1st Thursday of each month, in Wellens Hall. The Rosary begins at 6:30pm, and 
the Business Meeting starts at 7pm. 
 
Become a Holy Cross Council 7904 Knight! Go to http://www.kofc7904.org/home.html Call Hector Ortiz (480) 238-2857 to join. 
The Council 7904 Facebook page is located at https://www.facebook.com/kofc7904/photos 



COMMUNIDAD HISPANA 

 
Felices 
Pascuas! 
 
Durante la 
peregrinación 
a Roma de 
nuestros jó-
venes el mes 
pasado, traté 
de señalar 

que importantes eran las hermosas imágenes para 
recordar el mandato de nuestro Señor de "velar y orar". La 
Resurrección de nuestro Señor mostró al Adversario que su 
Reino de Las Tinieblas no tenía la última palabra sobre las 
vidas de los fieles que toman en serio a nuestro Señor y Su 
Palabra. El arte religioso estaba destinado para exhibirse al 
público para ayúdanos a recordar que la experiencia reli-
giosa de la liturgia es más que una celebración de Pascua. 
Cristo quiere todo de nosotros, no las sobras de una vida 
demasiada ocupada con lo del mundo. 
  
Hubo numerosos ejemplos de arte religioso en las  
esquinas de las calles que nos invitaban a hacer una 
pausa, reflexionar y agradecer a Dios por la redención de 
Cristo.  Así como Moisés les dijo a los israelitas que mira-
ran a la serpiente de bronce montada en un palo para ser 
sanados de la mordedura venenosa, así también nosotros 
debemos mirar a Él y a los preceptos de Su Iglesia, y to-
marlos en serio para que podamos vivir en la esperanza de 
nuestra propia resurrección gloriosa. Después de todo, la 
libertad humana puede elegir en contra de esto para  
siempre. Somos tan volubles cuando se trata de todos los 
asuntos religiosos importantes. 
 
La celebración de la Pascua no puede hacer mucho por no-
sotros si no nos presentamos y vivimos la divina liturgia 
personalmente cada domingo en la iglesia, la casa de 
Señor. Allí, los fieles se reúnen para recibir el perdón y, 
después de haber examinado su dignidad, se acercan a Él 
que está realmente presentes en la Santa Eucaristía para 
ser alimentados. Lo cual trae aliento, la alegría y la  
esperanzadora anticipación de ver estas realidades que 
nuestro arte religioso representa en nuestra  
liturgia. Vivir habitualmente durante todo el año de esta 
manera, trae también pausa, ponderación y gratitud por el 
hermoso arte que vemos en otros lugares. Solo  
pregúnteles a nuestros peregrinos de Roma si fuera el 
caso. Espero ver a muchos de ustedes a lo largo del año  
unirse a nosotros en nuestra Comunidad Parroquial de la 
Santa Cruz. 
  
En Cristo, 
Padre Larry, Pastor

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
740 AM En Familia Radio 

https://www.enfamiliamedios.org/escuchar-
enfamilia-radio


