
HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC PARISH
Iglesia Católica de La Santa Cruz
1244 S Power Road, Mesa, Arizona 85206     

Mission Statement 
 
AD INTRA (for ourselves): 
To deepen our experience of Jesus Christ through a  
vibrant sacramental life and our common liturgical worship. 
 
AD EXTRA (to the world) 
To reach our vocational fulfillment individually and  
as a community by engaging our neighbor with the  
Gospel Message.

September 19, 2021 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
“Whoever receives one child such as this in my name, 
receives me; and whoever receives me, receives not me 

but the One who sent me.”Mk9:37 

  

Weekday Masses: 
Monday through Saturday; 8:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Evening: 7:00 p.m. 

 
Weekend Masses:  
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 7:00 a.m., 9: 00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.  
1:00 p.m. Spanish Mass. and 4:00 p.m. (English - ad orientem) 
 

Confessions:  
After Daily Mass Monday - Saturday 
5:00 - 6:45 p.m. Wednesday 
 

Adoration: 
Wednesday Evening Adoration:  5:00 to 6:45 p.m.  
Benediction at 6:45 p.m. 
First Friday Adoration: After the 8:30 a.m. Mass in Latin.  
Benediction at 11:45 a.m.



 PARISH DIRECTORY

Holy Cross is now a Baby Safe 
Haven. 
Call the Parish office for more  
information.

Infant Baptism 
A Parent requesting that their child be baptized must be a  
registered parishioner who is actively participating in the life of the 
parish. Baptism preparation classes are required. Please call the 
parish office for additional information. 
 

Marriage, Marriage Prep and  
Annulments 
Couples seeking the Sacrament of Marriage must be registered  
parishioners who are actively participating in the life of the parish.  
Notification of intent to marry must be provided nine months in  
advance. For more information on the marriage preparation  
process, please call the parish office. 
 

Communion of the Sick 
Ministers of Care bring Holy Communion to the sick and to those 
who are unable to attend Mass. Please call the parish office to 
schedule a visit from one of our Ministers of Care. 
 

Emergency Anointing of the Sick 
If you or someone you know is in critical condition or near death, 
call 480-981-2021 (after 5 p.m. and weekends, PRESS 4 when  
instructed to do so.) Leave a detailed message, including a  
contact name and phone number that will be heard by the Priest 
on call.  Please Do Not use this service for any other reason. 
 

Federal Privacy Regulation 
HIPPA (Health Insurance Portability & Accountability Act) prohibits all 
hospitals from informing churches of a patient’s presence unless the 
patient gives permission for the hospital to do so. If you are admitted 
to a Hospital and would like a member of the clergy or a caregiver to 
visit you, please notify the hospital or call the parish office. 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
The St. Vincent de Paul Society provides food, clothing, and other 
assistance to those in need. Located at the North end of the  
campus, their hours are Monday through Thursday from   
9-11 a.m. Please call 480-985-4259 to schedule an appointment.   

Funerals 
Funeral Mass is reserved for families and friends alike who have 
made prior arrangements for proper burial of the mortal remains. 
Contact  Laura Spaugh in the Liturgy office at 480-981-2021,  
ext. 216 to make arrangements. 

 
Parish Office: 480-981-2021 

Religious Ed Office: 480-325-5375 
Fax: 480-981-6844  

Website: holycrossmesa.org 
 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. 

(Reopens after 8:30 Mass) until 12:00 p.m. 
Closed for Lunch from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Open 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 12 :00 p.m. 
Closed Saturday and Sunday 

 
Parish Receptionist: Angie Perez 

ext. 201, aperez@holycrossmesa.org 
Office Administrator: Laura Shirling 
ext. 205, lshirling@holycrossmesa.org 

 

Priests 
Pastor: Fr. Larry Merta 

ext. 208, flmerta@holycrossmesa.org 
Parochial Vicar: Fr. Jaya Rao Maddu 
ext. 202, frmaddu@holycrossmesa.org 

Visiting Priest: Fr. Raul Herrero 
 

Deacons: Richard Conn, Clarence Vetter,  
Joe Scaccia, Jim Gersitz & JC Gonzalez 

 

Pastoral Ministry 
Pastoral Associate: Bridgette Cosentino 
ext. 206, bcosentino@holycrossmesa.org 

Assistant to Pastoral Assoc.: Olga Rivera 
Ext. 204, orivera@holycrossmesa.org 

 

Religious Education 
Coor. of RE & Evangelization: Cynthia Benzing 

ext. 214, cbenzing@holycrossmesa.org 
Coor. of Youth Faith Formation (grades 6-12):  

Patti Phillips, ext. 213, pphillips@holycrossmesa.org 
Coor. of Elem Faith Formation (PreK-5) 

Donna Macia, ext. 209, dmacia@holycrossmesa.org 
 

Music and Liturgy 
Director of Music: Jason Phillips 

ext. 215, jphillips@holycrossmesa.org 
Facilitator of Liturgical Ministry:  

Carlos Briones 
Ext. 216, cbriones@holycrossmesa.org 

 

Maintenance: Gabriel Suarez 
ext. 218, gsuarez@holycrossmesa.org 

Maintenance: Paul Mansberger 
Maintenance: Abram Warpness



LITURGY & PARISH EVENTS 

Mass Intentions for the Week of  
September 20 - September 26, 2021 
Mon.     8:30 a.m.      †    William (Bill) Halaschak 
Tue.      8:30 a.m.      †    The Ramirez family 
Wed.     8:30 a.m.      †    Roberto & Josue Reynoso  
Wed.    7:00 p.m.      †    Silvino Pacheco 
Thu.      8:30 a.m..    †    Cyndi Whitmore 
Fri.       8:30 a.m.            (SI) The Donaghy Family 
Sat.      8:30 a.m.      †    Christine Maskevish 
Sat.      4:00 p.m.      †    Carlindo & Ibrantina Cereira  
Sun.     7:00 a.m.            All Souls in Purgatory 
Sun.     9:00 a.m.      †    Maria Saggio  
Sun.     11:00 a.m.          Pro Populo  
Sun.     1:00 p.m.      †    Jose Gregorio Olivas 
Sun.     4:00 p.m.     †    Terre Lusby

Celebrant Schedule (subject to change) 
September 20 - September 26, 2021 
 
Mon.       8:30 a.m.     Fr. Jaya Maddu 
Tue.        8:30 a.m.     Fr. Pierre Hissey 
Wed.       8:30 a.m.     Fr. Jaya Maddu 
Wed.      7:00 p.m.     Fr. Larry Merta 
Thu.        8:30 a.m.     Fr. Larry Merta 
Fri           8:30 a.m.     Fr. Pierre Hissey 
Sat.        8:30 a.m.     Fr. Jaya Maddu 
Sat.         4:00 p.m.     Fr. Pierre Hissey 
Sun.        7:00 a.m.     Fr. Jaya Maddu 
Sun.       9:00 a.m.     Fr. Jaya Maddu 
Sun.       11:00 a.m.   Fr. Larry Merta 
Sun.       1:00 p.m.     Fr. Raul Herrero  
Sun.       4:00 p.m.     Fr. Larry Merta - Ad Orientem Mass

 

Bishops Emergency Disaster Fund:  
2nd Collection: Sep. 25th & 26th. 
 
A special collection towards the Bishops Emergency Disaster Fund will be collected in  
response to the devastation caused by the recent massive earthquake and tropical storm 
that hit Haiti in August. Funds collected will be used to support the efforts of official relief 
agencies of the U.S. Catholic Church, including those of Catholic Relief Services and 
Catholic Charities.  

 
I invite you to prayerfully consider supporting our brothers and sisters in Christ, who are especially in need of medical  
equipment, food, and other emergency supplies, in the midst of the Coronavirus pandemic and economic instability at this 
time. Thank you in advance for your ever generous donations when it comes to assisting our neighbors in need. 

God bless you, Fr. Larry

Bulletin Advertisers… An important group to support! 
Anunciantes del boletín... ¡Un grupo importante para apoyar! 
Whenever you see an advertiser supporting our bulletin, please know that they are playing a key role in the finances of the 
parish. Their support by advertising in our bulletin means that we do not have to pay any money at all for printing and 
shipping of our weekly bulletins. In addition, if enough businesses advertise in our bulletin, we actually receive a small  
rebate from the publisher! 
 
Local businesses have many choices for spending their advertising dollars and we REALLY want them to choose Holy Cross 
as a part of their marketing program. Please consider supporting these businesses, and if you do, please thank them for  
supporting your parish! If you are a business owner yourself, consider advertising in our bulletin as another way of 
supporting your parish! 
 
Siempre que vea a un anunciante apoyando nuestro boletín, tenga en cuenta que está desempeñando un papel clave en las finanzas de 
la parroquia.Su apoyo mediante la publicidad en nuestro boletín significa que no tenemos que pagar ningún dinero por la impresión y el 
envío de nuestros boletines semanales.Además, si suficientes empresas se anuncian en nuestro boletín, ¡en realidad recibimos un 
pequeño reembolso del editor! 
 
Las empresas locales tienen muchas opciones para gastar sus dólares de publicidad y REALMENTE queremos que elijan Holy Cross 
como parte de su programa de marketing.Por favor, considere apoyar a estos negocios, y si lo hace, ¡agradézcalos por apoyar a su  
parroquia!Si usted mismo es dueño de un negocio, ¡considere la publicidad en nuestro boletín como otra forma de apoyar a su  
parroquia!



THE TRINITY OF STEWARDSHIP 
TIME • TALENT • TREASURE

 
Offertory Income - August 2021 

July - August Plate Actual:  $179,525.88 • July - August Plate Budget: $173,769.00 
July - August “CUP” Actual: $10,590.03 • July - August “CUP” Budget: $10,000.00 

Thank you for your continued support of Holy Cross Parish! 

Have you Considered Online Giving? 

Recurring gifts sustain our parish through the busy summer months. You’ll provide us 
with consistent support, even if you’re away on a Sunday, so the programs, services, 
and ministries that mean so much to our community will never miss a beat.   
 
Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/AZ729, Calling 1-866-507-8757 or text ‘Enroll’ 
to (Text-to- 480-576-5125). Thank you for your continued support of our parish. It is 
very much appreciated! God bless, Fr. Larry

 
REFLECTION September 19  
True or False Faith Question: “The Presence of Jesus Christ is in the Holy  
Eucharist.” Answer’s below. 
 
WINTER IS COMING!  The less fortunate  men, women, and children of our  
community will be in need of coats, gloves, mittens,  and caps.   

 
You may donate new and gently used winter clothing to the St. Vincent de Paul Center located in the North Parking Lot or 
contact PGK Mike Grimes for pick-up.  Cash and checks are also accepted. Please make your check out to Knights of  
Columbus Council 7904.  The check may be mailed to the church office located at  1244 S. Power Road, Mesa, AZ 85206. 
Mark it: Attention PGK Mike Grimes. 
 
Fr. William J. Mitchell Assembly #3817 - 2021-2022 Officers: 
 
 Faithful Friar: SK Fr. Larry Merta 
Faithful Navigator: SK Michael Grimes 
Faithful Captain: SK Edward Padilla 
Faithful Pilot: SK Richard Polfliet 
Faithful Comptroller: SK Clarence Jordan 
Faithful Scribe: SK Manuel Escarega 
Faithful Purser:  SK Paul Bykowski 
 
 
 
Our Council 7904 began serving coffee and doughnuts starting last September 12. 
 
Council Business Meetings are held, on the 1st Thursday of each month, in Wellens Hall. The Rosary (even months) or the 
Divine Chaplet (odd months) begins at 6:30pm, and the Business Meeting starts at 7:00 pm. 
 
Join the Knights! 
Become a Holy Cross Council 7904 Knight! Learn More About the Knights at http://www.kofc7904.org/home.html 
or call Jim Pergo at (480) 721-2201 to join. 
 
Answer: If you answered True, then you have joined the 20% of Catholics who knew this answer. Per EWTN: The whole 
Christ is really, truly, and substantially present in the Holy Eucharist. 

Council #7904 & Wm. J. Mitchell #3817

Faithful Inner Sentinel: SK Daniel Naegele 
Faithful Outer Sentinel: SK Jose Contreras  
Faithful Admiral: SK Mark Goetz 
Faithful 1 Year Trustee: SK Armindo Castelhano 
Faithful 2 Year Trustee: SK Solon Mobley 
Faithful 3 Year Trustee: SK Jerry Walsh  



  PARISH & COMMUNITY  EVENTS  

 
 

The St. John Paul II Foundation and the Diocese of 
 Phoenix invite all married and engaged couples to the  
secondTogether in Holiness marriage conference on  

Saturday, October 9, 2021 from 10:00 am – 5:30 pm at 
St. Anne Roman Catholic Parish in Gilbert.  

 
Dynamic Presentations, Mass, Childcare, Eucharistic  

Adoration | Reconciliation 
 

 Featuring: Most Rev. Eduardo A. Nevares, Danielle Bean, 
Mike and Alicia Hernon, and Steve and Becky Greene! 

  
• Registration: $59/couple and $35/individual 

• At-Home Conference Experience: $15 
• Scholarships available upon request; please inquire. 

  
On-site childcare available for ages 2-12;   

pre-registration is required. 
  

For more information, please visit togetherinholiness.org  
or email: erin@forlifeandfamily.org.  

 

A Biblical Walk Through the Mass 
 
As Catholics, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is the center of our Faith. We celebrate it every 
day. We know all the responses. We know all the gestures. But do we know what it all 
means? 
 
Discover how the Mass is nothing short of amazing. Through it, we encounter God in the 
most intimate way possible as we hear Him speak to us in the Liturgy of the Word and as we 
receive Him Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity in the Holy Eucharist.The words, the ges-
tures, and the rituals of the Mass are rich in meaning. Everything we say and do in the Lit-
urgy is steeped in biblical language. A Biblical Walk Through the Mass explores the 
extraordinary biblical roots of the Liturgy and reveals what it all means and why it all matters. 
This fascinating tour of the Mass will renew your faith and deepen your love for and devotion 
to the Holy Eucharist. 

 
Holy Cross will be offering this 5 week study both on: 
 
Monday nights from 6:30 - 8 pm - October 11, 18, 25, November 8, 15  
in the Library. 
 
Wednesday mornings from 9:30 - 11 am - October 13, 20, 27, November 3, 10  
in Wellen's Hall. 
 
Short videos featuring Dr. Edward Sri are a key part of the program. A deeper dive of the material can be found in his book 
which you can purchase on your own. 
Contact Bridgette Cosentino @ 480-981-2021, ext. 206 or bcosentino@holycrossmesa.org for more information.

St. Vincent de Paul Holy Cross 
Conference  - 480-985-4259 
 
September 19 - Twenty-Fifth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time: 

 
In today’s Gospel Jesus called the Twelve, and said to them, 
“If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and 
the servant of all.” Taking a child, he placed it in their midst, 
and putting his arms around it, he said to them, “Whoever 
receives one child such as this in my name, receives 
me; and whoever receives me, receives not me but the 
One who sent me.” Your gift to the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul will help hungry children feel the arms of Jesus 
around them.  
 
19 de septiembre - Vigésimo Quinto Domingo del 
Tiempo Ordinario: 
 
En el Evangelio de hoy, Jesús llamó a los Doce y les dijo: 
"Si alguno quiere ser el primero, será el último de todos y el 
siervo de todos". Tomando un niño, lo colocó en medio de 
ellos, y poniendo sus brazos alrededor de él, les dijo: "El 
que recibe un niño como este en mi nombre, me recibe a 
mí; y el que me recibe, no me recibe a mí, sino a Aquel que 
me envió”. 
Su donación a la Sociedad de San Vicente de Paúl ayudará 
a los niños hambrientos a sentir los brazos de Jesús a su  
alrededor.



  LITURGY   

The Lord Jesus, on the night before he 
suffered on the cross, shared one last 
meal with his disciples. During this meal 
our Savior instituted the sacrament of his 
Body and Blood. He did this in order to 
perpetuate the sacrifice of the Cross 
throughout the ages and to entrust to the 
Church his Spouse a memorial of his 
death and resurrection. As the Gospel of 
Matthew tells us:While they were eating, 
Jesus took bread, said the blessing, 
broke it, and giving it to his disciples 

said, "Take and eat; this is my body." Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all 
of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which will be shed on behalf of many for the forgiveness of sins." (Mt 
26:26-28; cf. Mk 14:22-24, Lk 22:17-20, 1 Cor 11:23-25) Recalling these words of Jesus, the Catholic Church professes that, 
in the celebration of the Eucharist, bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy 
Spirit and the instrumentality of the priest. Jesus said: "I am the living bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats 
this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world. . . . For my flesh is true 
food, and my blood is true drink" (Jn 6:51-55). The whole Christ is truly present, body, blood, soul, and divinity, under the 
appearances of bread and wine—the glorified Christ who rose from the dead after dying for our sins. This is what the Church 
means when she speaks of the "Real Presence" of Christ in the Eucharist. This presence of Christ in the Eucharist is 
called "real" not to exclude other types of his presence as if they could not be understood as real (cf. Catechism, no. 
1374). The risen Christ is present to his Church in many ways, but most especially through the sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. 
 

What does it mean that Jesus Christ is present in the Eucharist under the  
appearances of bread and wine? How does this happen?  
 
The presence of the risen Christ in the Eucharist is an inexhaustible mystery that the Church can never fully explain in words. 
We must remember that the triune God is the creator of all that exists and has the power to do more than we can possibly 
imagine. As St. Ambrose said: "If the word of the Lord Jesus is so powerful as to bring into existence things which were not, 
then a fortiori those things which already exist can be changed into something else" ( De Sacramentis, IV, 5-16). God created 
the world in order to share his life with persons who are not God. This great plan of salvation reveals a wisdom that  
surpasses our understanding. But we are not left in ignorance: for out of his love for us, God reveals his truth to us in ways 
that we can understand through the gift of faith and the grace of the Holy Spirit dwelling in us. We are thus enabled to  
understand at least in some measure what would otherwise remain unknown to us, though we can never completely  
comprehend the mystery of God. 
 

Why does Jesus give himself to us as food and drink? 
 
Jesus gives himself to us in the Eucharist as spiritual nourishment because he loves us. God's whole plan for our salvation is 
directed to our participation in the life of the Trinity, the communion of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Our sharing in this life  
begins with our Baptism, when by the power of the Holy Spirit we are joined to Christ, thus becoming adopted sons 
and daughters of the Father. 

continued on next page... 

In the next few weeks in our Bulletin, we will include questions that commonly arise with regard to the Real Presence of 
Christ in the Eucharist. It is our hope that by studying and discussing these questions and answers, we will enrich our  

understanding of this mystery of the faith. In conjunction, Holy Cross is offering a class on “A Biblical Walk through the 
Mass” that beautifully explores our celebration of the Mass. See our Bulletin and Website for more information.

 

Knowing our Faith... Why we believe



  LITURGY  

It is strengthened and increased in Confirmation. It is nourished and deepened through our participation in the  
Eucharist. By eating the Body and drinking the Blood of Christ in the Eucharist we become united to the person of 
Christ through his humanity. "Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him" (Jn 6:56). In 
being united to the humanity of Christ we are at the same time united to his divinity. Our mortal and corruptible natures are 
transformed by being joined to the source of life. "Just as the living Father sent me and I have life because of the Father, 
so also the one who feeds on me will have life because of me" (Jn 6:57).  
 
By being united to Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in us, we are drawn up into the eternal relationship of 
love among the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. As Jesus is the eternal Son of God by nature, so we become sons and 
daughters of God by adoption through the sacrament of Baptism. Through the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation 
(Chrismation), we are temples of the Holy Spirit, who dwells in us, and by his indwelling we are made holy by the gift of  
sanctifying grace. The ultimate promise of the Gospel is that we will share in the life of the Holy Trinity. The Fathers of the 
Church called this participation in the divine life "divinization"( theosis). In this we see that God does not merely send us 
good things from on high; instead, we are brought up into the inner life of God, the communion among the Father,  
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. In the celebration of the Eucharist (which means "thanksgiving") we give praise and 
glory to God for this sublime gift. 
 

Why is the Eucharist not only a meal but also a sacrifice? 
 
While our sins would have made it impossible for us to share in the life of God, Jesus Christ was sent to remove this obstacle. 
His death was a sacrifice for our sins. Christ is "the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world" (Jn 1:29). 
Through his death and resurrection, he conquered sin and death and reconciled us to God. The Eucharist is the  
memorial of this sacrifice. The Church gathers to remember and to re-present the sacrifice of Christ in which we share through 
the action of the priest and the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Through the celebration of the Eucharist, we are joined to Christ's sacrifice and receive its inexhaustible benefits. As the Letter 
to the Hebrews explains, Jesus is the one eternal high priest who always lives to make intercession for the people  
before the Father. In this way, he surpasses the many high priests who over centuries used to offer sacrifices for sin in the  
Jerusalem temple. The eternal high priest Jesus offers the perfect sacrifice which is his very self, not something else.  
"He entered once for all into the sanctuary, not with the blood of goats and calves but with his own blood, thus  
obtaining eternal redemption" (Heb 9:12). Jesus' act belongs to human history, for he is truly human and has entered into  
history. At the same time, however, Jesus Christ is the Second Person of the Holy Trinity; he is the eternal Son, who is not 
confined within time or history. His actions transcend time, which is part of creation. "Passing through the greater and more 
perfect tabernacle not made by hands, that is, not belonging to this creation" (Heb 9:11), Jesus the eternal Son of God 
made his act of sacrifice in the presence of his Father, who lives in eternity. Jesus' one perfect sacrifice is thus eternally  
present before the Father, who eternally accepts it. This means that in the Eucharist, Jesus does not sacrifice himself again 
and again. Rather, by the power of the Holy Spirit his one eternal sacrifice is made present once again, re-presented, 
so that we may share in it.  
 
Christ does not have to leave where he is in heaven to be with us. Rather, we partake of the heavenly liturgy where Christ 
eternally intercedes for us and presents his sacrifice to the Father and where the angels and saints constantly glorify God and 
give thanks for all his gifts: "To the one who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor, glory and might, 
forever and ever" (Rev 5:13). As the Catechism of the Catholic Church states, "By the Eucharistic celebration we already 
unite ourselves with the heavenly liturgy and anticipate eternal life, when God will be all in all" (no. 1326). The Sanctus  
proclamation, "Holy, Holy, Holy Lord . . . ," is the song of the angels who are in the presence of God (Is 6:3). When in 
the Eucharist we proclaim the Sanctus we echo on earth the song of angels as they worship God in heaven. In the eucharistic 
celebration we do not simply remember an event in history. Rather, through the mysterious action of the Holy Spirit in the  
eucharistic celebration the Lord's Paschal Mystery is made present and contemporaneous to his Spouse the Church.  
 
Furthermore, in the eucharistic re-presentation of Christ's eternal sacrifice before the Father, we are not simply spectators.  
The priest and the worshiping community are in different ways active in the eucharistic sacrifice. The ordained priest standing 
at the altar represents Christ as head of the Church. All the baptized, as members of Christ's Body, share in his priesthood, as 
both priest and victim. The Eucharist is also the sacrifice of the Church. The Church, which is the Body and Bride of Christ, 
participates in the sacrificial offering of her Head and Spouse. In the Eucharist, the sacrifice of Christ becomes the sac-
rifice of the members of his Body who united to Christ form one sacrificial offering (cf. Catechism, no. 1368). As Christ's 
sacrifice is made sacramentally present, united with Christ, we offer ourselves as a sacrifice to the Father. "The whole 
Church exercises the role of priest and victim along with Christ, offering the Sacrifice of the Mass and itself  
completely offered in it" ( Mysterium Fidei, no. 31; cf. Lumen Gentium, no. 11). 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/YOUTH MINISTRY 

 
A note of thanks from our teens and 
young adults... 
Thank you Holy Cross for your generous support of our Rome  
Pilgrimage fundraising events. We are more than half way to our 
goal! 

 

 

Catechetical Sunday  
This year, the Church will celebrate Catechetical Sunday  
on September 19, 2021 under the theme of “Say the Word 
and My Soul Shall Be Healed.” Catechetical Sunday is a 
wonderful opportunity to reflect on the role that each  
baptized person plays in handing on the faith and being a 
witness to the Gospel. Catechetical Sunday is an  
opportunity for all to rededicate ourselves to the mission of 
the Church. 
 
We are familiar with these words which we pray at Mass 
before receiving holy Communion. The sentence is derived 
from the Gospel story in which a Roman Centurion  
expresses his faith that Jesus can heal his ailing servant: 
"Lord, I am not worthy to have you enter under my 
roof; only say the word and my servant will be healed" 
(Mt 8:8).  Jesus is amazed at this simple, sincere faith.   
The role of the Catechist is, first of all, to be a person of 
faith, a disciple of Jesus, and then to be a witness to 
others, a companion on the journey of faith. May we who 
aspire to be effective catechists for others, have such a  
sincere faith that the Lord will say to us too, "You may go; 
as you have believed, let it be done for you." 
 

A  heartfelt Thank You  
to our Holy Cross Catechists! 

As a catechist, you are responding to a call to share the gift 
of faith with others, even as you deepen your own faith. 
This call may have reached you through your pastor, or 
through the director of your parish’s religious education pro-
gram,  But know that this calling ultimately comes from 
God whose Holy Spirit inspires and guides you. 

 

Loving God, Creator of all things, 

you call us to be in relationship with you and others. 
 

Thank you for calling me to be a catechist, 
for the opportunity to share with others 

what you have given to me. 
 

May all those with whom I share the gift of faith 
discover how you are present in all things. 

 
May they come to know you, the one true God, 

and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 
May the grace of the Holy Spirit guide my heart and lips, 
so that I may remain constant in loving and praising you. 

 
May I be a witness to the Gospel and a minister of your 

truth. 
May all my words and actions reflect your love. 

 
Amen. 

“But the wisdom from above is first of all pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, compliant, 

full of mercy and good fruits, 
without inconstancy or insincerity.  

And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace 
for those who cultivate peace.” 

James 3:17



  COMUNIDAD HISPANA 

 
 
Como católicos, la Misa es el centro de nuestra fe. Sabemos 
todas las respuestas, los gestos pero, sabemos lo que significa 
todo esto? 
 
Te invitamos a descubrir la respuesta el martes 31 de agosto 
de 6:30 a 7:45 pm en el salón Wellens. 

 

 
Come to the Arizona Rosary Celebration on Sunday, October 17, 2021, from 2:00 p.m. to 4:15 p.m.,  
at Phoenix Convention Center, 33 S. 3rd St., South Building, Halls F & G, Phoenix AZ 85004. Invite 
family and friends to join you, Bishop Thomas J. Olmsted and Bishop Eduardo Nevares of the  
Diocese of Phoenix, Bishop John Pazak of the Byzantine Eparchy of Phoenix, Fr. Wilfred Raymond 
of Holy Cross Family Ministries, and thousands of faithful Phoenix Catholics. This year, we honor 
Mary under her title, “Our Lady of Sorrows.” FREE ADMISSION. Bring your prayer intentions. Your 
presence is public witness to the faith. There’s plenty of room for everyone.  
Let’s pray the rosary, Arizona!  

 
Invite a sus familiares y amigos a la Celebración del Rosario en Arizona el domingo, 17 de octubre de 2021, de 2:00 p.m. a 
4:15 p.m., en el Centro de Convenciones de Phoenix, Phoenix Convention Center, 33 S. 3 St., Edificio Sur, Salones F y G, 
Phoenix AZ 85004. Presidirá el Sr. Obispo Olmsted. ADMISIÓN GRATUITA. Hay cupo para todos. ¡Recemos el rosario,  
Arizona! 136 palabras - Español Venga a la Celebración del Rosario en Arizona el domingo, 17 de octubre de 2021, de 2:00 
p.m. a 4:15 p.m., en el Centro de Convenciones de Phoenix, Phoenix Convention Center, 33 S. 3 St., Edificio Sur, Salones F 
y G, Phoenix AZ 85004. Invite a sus familiares y amigos. Únanse con el Sr. Obispo Thomas J. Olmsted y el Sr. Obispo 
Eduardo Nevares de la Diócesis de Phoenix, el Sr. Obispo John Pazak de la Eparquía Bizantina de Phoenix, el Padre Wilfred 
Raymond de los Ministerios Familiares de la Santa Cruz, y miles de feligreses católicos en Phoenix. Este año, honramos a 
María con su título, “Nuestra Señora de Dolores.” ADMISIÓN GRATUITA. Traiga sus intenciones para orar por ellas. Su  
presencia es un testimonio público de fe. Hay cupo para todos. ¡Recemos el rosario, Arizona!

 
Citizenship Classes in 

English and 
Spanish Every  

Tuesday Evening  
 
Holy Cross parishioners and friends 
who want to apply for U. S. Citizenship, 
need help with the application, or are studying for the oral  
review of the application form and the English and Civics 
tests are invited to attend Citizenship Classes on Tuesdays, 
starting September 7, 2021 from 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM, 
Room. 7 at Queen of Peace Catholic Church,  
141 N. Macdonald, Mesa.   

 
Sister Nancy Wellmeier, SNDdeN, PhD, holds these citizenship classes continually throughout the year, except there are no 
classes on holidays. Sister Nancy is fluent in English and Spanish, and has taught these classes for many years with her  
students having a high success rate. She also assists with Citizenship Workshops at Holy Cross that are temporarily on hold.


