
 
 
Bluesky Probus Club North Bay (#268) 
AGM Meeting Minutes 
 
Date:  Tues. May 10, 2022 
Location:  Odd Fellows Hall, 1272 Algonquin Ave., North Bay, ON 
 
Total in attendance: 15 
 
Executive in attendance: Howard Kizell - president 
                                        Ray Dubeau - secretary 
                                        Greg Godin - guest speakers 
 
Regrets:  Ruthann Rivers - vice 
                Bob Newman - treasurer 
 
After some casual discussion about local news events, and ensuring that all had arrived, 
Howard began the meeting at 10:08 with a welcome. There were no May birthdays brought 
forward. 
 
Elections were brought forward. 
 
Howard nominated Jeff Serran for the position of incoming president. Jeff accepted. 
Belle Kizell seconded. 
The majority voted in favour.  
 
Penny Sampson nominated Kathy Ellis for the position of incoming secretary. Kathy accepted. 
Darlene Pincivero seconded. 
The majority voted in favour. 
 
Barb Laplante nominated Lori McDowell for the position of incoming vice president. Lori 
accepted. 
Jeff Serran seconded. 
The majority voted in favour. 
 



The majority voted in favour of keeping Bob Newman on as treasurer as he had recently 
offered to let his name stand. 
 
Jeff Serran  

- due to our AGM, we did not invite a guest speaker 
- please reach out to other members to attend meetings 
- asked Howard how long he thought we should continue to have hybrid (in person and 

zoom) meetings? 
  
Howard Kizell 

- emphasized that we are a social club 
- spring, summer, and fall meetings should be only in person (once Covid is over), but 

during the winter, when some of our members are in warm places, hybrid meetings 
would be a good idea 

- we already had an in person meeting with past executive and members interested in 
being executive for the upcoming year 

 
Jeff  

- our club officially now has 93 members, or 86 with some renewing. Dues are now due to 
Bob Newman, treasurer (etransfers accepted to blueskyprobus@gmail.com) 

 
Jeff and Howard - welcomed new member, Darlene Pincivero 
 
Debbie Brand-Fenton 

- many people are still not comfortable attending in person meetings due to covid 
- we should encourage the use of masks at meetings as it may help 
- for now, we should continue using zoom 

 
Jeff agreed 
 
Jeff 

- at our zoom district meeting (North Eastern Ontario), it seemed that Bluesky Probus did 
very well with activities and attendance compared to many Probus clubs in larger 
centers (ie hybrid meetings, food, guest speakers, walking/outdoor groups) 

 
Kathy 

- yes, some larger centers did not have any zoom meetings, and all activities were shut 
down 

 
Jeff 

- we would like to continue using The Sisters of St. Joseph Motherhouse for our meetings 
(it is currently experiencing an outbreak of covid) 

- it is affordable (and will provide coffee/snacks)  
-  (Belle - and it has wifi!) 



- they have asked us to show proof of vaccination and other protocols  
- we will continue to follow their guidelines 
- Greg is our contact person for the Motherhouse 

 
Greg Godin 

- they haven’t gotten back to us yet regarding next meetings 
 
Howard 

- Greg would like to retire from his position (lining up guest speakers) but is willing to 
assist or give suggestions to a person or committee that replaces him 

 
Jeff 

- we intend to form a committee to replace Greg  
- we will also look into speakers that the other North Bay Probus club has had in the past 

 
Howard and Greg  

- our members are asked to please not leave during a guest speaker’s presentation 
 
Greg 

- it is best to have speakers from North Bay and area  
- some guest speakers are just trying to sell their book (as an example) 
- some clubs pay their guest speakers but we didn’t have to  
- speakers need to be booked early 
- we do not have a speaker for June as I will be away 
- the committee needs to know if guests will need audio equipment 
- I am connecting with Jennifer Twigg. She is busy for the summer but will be available in 

the fall 
 
Jeff 

- asked how many people are interested in having meetings during the summer (the 
majority of hands went up) 

 
Barb Laplant  

- suggested as guest speakers: Larry Tougas, McKintly’s curling 
- perhaps having a catered lunch at the Motherhouse following meetings might improve 

attendance 
 
Greg 

- The Motherhouse could give us a cost estimate 
- we have gone out for lunch following meetings 

 
Jeff 

- daughter’s wedding is in June (after several cancellations) so may not be able to attend 
the June meeting but will try - Lori may have to take over that meeting 



- asked if anyone had any news to share? 
- thought that Larry would be a good guest speaker (or Steve - sports tourism) 

 
Greg  

- suggested that speakers present at 11:00 (have social time first while the guest sets up) 
- the guest should be told to attend by 10 or 10:30 at the latest 
- the meetings should end no later than noon 
- Ray, the CEO at the hospital was great 
- Canadore and Nipissing U would be very good 

 
Howard 

- before covid, a tour of all 3 campuses had been planned with a bus 
- 2 or 3 in wheelchairs were included 
- lunch at Canadore was planned 
- it was all set to go and then COVID 
- we should talk to the president of the other North Bay Probus club as they had taken the 

lead 
 
Ray 

- we could even have just a guest speaker from each 
 
Jeff 

- there has been talk of an upcoming lunch at the casino with a bit of complimentary “play 
money” 

- Lori is willing to act as vice president this year but does not want to move into the 
position of president the following year so we are looking for someone who may be 
willing to fill that role next year 

- Thank you to the outgoing executive and especially to Howard who served as our 
president for 3 years! 

- I didn’t want our club to lose their Charter so I am stepping up this year 
- Please don’t be afraid to invite new members. Recruit! 

 
Meeting closed at approximately 10:45 
Most stayed to enjoy a social coffee! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


