
 
General Meeting February 2nd, 2022 Minutes by: Karen Mann 
 
Probus meeting on Zoom 
 
Welcome from Marty on this ground hog day. 
 
Finance: presented by Donald 
Balance at the end of January was $9046.42 
There is still 1 member who has not submitted annual dues. 
 
Membership: presented by Donald 
The present membership is slightly more than 130 which is the maximum dictated by the Shriners 
building capacity. 
According to Howard, the other North Bay club has a capacity of 105 and is presently at 93 or 94. 
 
Book club: presented by Helen. 
This group meets regularly on Zoom. The next meeting will be Feb 8 at 7 pm. Call or email Helen to be 
included. 
 
Outdoor club: presented by Lorna.  
This group continues to meet every Thursday. They are presently snow shoeing. So far there has been 
little enough snow that some participants have been walking. 
 
Walking group: presented by Lorna 
This group meets Tuesday and Friday at 10 and has coffee together following the walk. There were 19 
participants yesterday. The Blue Sky probus club meets on Monday. 
 
Slow Pokes walking group has been on hiatus while Memorial Gardens was not available but will be 
starting again tomorrow. Meet there at 10. 
 
Other groups are not meeting due to Covid restrictions. 
Birthdays: no one acknowledged a February birthday. 
 
Dick presented some stories and puns. 
 
He then introduced the speaker, Bob Wood. Bob was born and raised in a small Quebec town on the 
US/Canada border. He was in the RCAF for 6 years before starting his radio career in Sherbrooke 
Quebec. After several moves he eventually came to North Bay where he did the morning show. This lead 
to a career in politics. 
 
Bob said that he has been in North Bay for 50 years but his roots are in Quebec. He was anglophone in a 
town that straddled the US border with the library and the theatre being partly in each country. His 
Mom was a home make and his Dad was a banker. His Dad started a chip stand which still stands today. 
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When Bob enrolled in the RCAF his parents felt that the discipline would be good for him. He became a 
safety equipment technician. 
 
Following his years in the military he moved his family in with his parents. He started working weekends 
on the radio and helping in the family chip stand. The radio announcing progressed to full time as his 
ability improved. 
He moved to North Bay when he was hired to do the morning show on the local station. He was fired 
several times from that position but was also rehired several times. He says that he considered these as 
promotions rather that terminations. He sometimes had contests with misleading prizes: diamond pins 
were a safety pin through a hole in a dime or a 6 piece chicken dinner was 6 kernels of corn, a dinner for 
a chicken. Such gimmicks endeared him to his listeners. 
 
He ran for city council and had the highest number of votes which made him deputy mayor. He was 
courted by the liberal party. He agreed to run in the federal election and won the seat by 500 votes. 
 
During his time in federal politics it was proposed that the military base would be moved from North 
Bay. Bob described the extensive negotiations in order to keep the base in North Bay. 
 
In all his careers he says that he attributes his success to the fact that he has surrounded himself with 
bright and talented people. He says that "no one wins alone".  He was quite touched when the street in 
North Bay  formerly known as Airport Way was named after him last year. 
 
In May 2018 Bob was diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease. He has subsequently become an advocate for 
people suffering with this and for the services that help these people. 
 
This was followed by question and answers. 
Thank you was delivered by Marty. 
 
In the absence of break out rooms several members stayed on zoom for further discussion about the 
presentation and the local radio stations. 


