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Marty welcomed everyone to the first hybrid/in person meeting. This meeting is being video taped and 
will be available for watching by members starting tomorrow. 
 
Treasurer report 
Donald reported that we presently have an accumulation of funds because there was no rent paid 
during the period when there were no face to face meetings and no refreshments purchased. 
 
Book club 
Helen sent a report which was read by Marty. Thank you to Sheron for chairing the last meeting. Anyone 
interested in participating in this group should send an email to hsweig@icloud.com. 
 
Choir 
Presented by John. The choir has not been meeting due to COVID. 
 
Fun with Food 
Presented by Ghislaine. This group has also been n hiatus due to COVID but may start again in the new 
year with smaller groups of 6 for each gathering. 
 
Outdoor group 
This group is organized by Barb. John presented that they are meeting for hiking on Thursdays. This 
week the hike will be at Bella Hill maple syrup farm. A campfire will be set up following the hike. Contact 
Barb if you are interested. 
 
Hybrid meeting 
John reported that there are presently 7 people attending this meeting on zoom. Thank you to John for 
having set this up. 
 
Technology 
John stated that this group is not presently meeting but anyone with technology questions is welcome 
to contact him or Stuart. 
 
Walkers 
Dan Bryer presented that this group meets every Tuesday and Friday. There are about 20 people who 
participate and usually they go for coffee after. 
 
Slow Pokes is a subgroups of Walkers for those who prefer a less challenging terrain. It is organized by 
Helena. Marty presented that participants are now meeting on Thursdays to walk indoors at Memorial 
Gardens on Thursdays at 10. 
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Rick Found is a member of this club. He previously presented as speaker to this club about his interest in 
Planes. He worked as a pilot with Air Canada starting in the 1970s when less than 10% of the population 
had been on a plane. In those days it was common to hear about airline disasters. Today airplane travel 
is common and the most dangerous part of the trip is the drive to the airport. 
 
Rick has a new book called the Desire to Fly. It deals with atmospheric science and the science of 
forecasting. This book is available today for purchase. 
 
Today's speaker is Peter Chirico. The introduction by Dick noted that Peter has been the CEO of the 
North Bay and District Chamber of Commerce since 2017. He worked as a commercial banker prior to 
this. Peter was born and raised in North Bay. He returned to North Bay in 1994. Over the years he has 
held a variety of municipal political positions and has served on many volunteer boards. 
He has been married 42 years. He has 3 children and 6 grandchildren. 
 
Peter said that he last spoke to Probus prior to Covid and much has changed since then. 
 
He was away from North Bay for 18 years and moved 11 times during those years. His parents were 
involved in the community and instilled this value into their children. He learned that if you want change 
then you must get involved.He was one of 12 children. Of the 11 still alive, all are back in North Bay. 
 
Peter spoke of many situations where there has been growth.  
 
The Northern Ontario Heritage Fund helps businesses to grow. The film industry received funding and it 
is one of the businesses that helped to save the local hospitality industry during Covid by its support of 
hotels and restaurants etc. 
 
North Bay is a global mining centre despite not having any mines. Many changes in technology are 
creating jobs in this mining centre. 
 
North Bay is an under serviced area from the standpoint of physician coverage. Application has been 
made to the NOHFC for recruiting and retaining doctors. 
 
The opening of One Kids Place provides a single point of entry for families seeking help for their children 
and employs 150+ staff in 3 districts. 
 
Canadore is training students for the growing film industry so that local people will benefit from jobs in 
this industry. Canadore is also developing a Village concept to train professional staff. Future 
development will include a long term care facility which will provide learning opportunities as well as 
increase the long term care capacity of this area.  
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A job matching program is proposed to assist educated newcomers to this community to slowly 
integrate into their chosen field. It is estimated that there are presently 680 jobs available in this 
community but no people to fill these jobs. 
 
Peter spoke enthusiastically about downtown redevelopment. He states that services for homeless 
people and those who suffer from mental illness are being developed.the provincial government closed 
the large regional psychiatric hospital without providing adequate services for those who were relocated 
to North Bay.  
 
Police presence in the downtown area will be expanded to deter crime in the downtown. The offices for 
the Chamber of Commerce have been moved downtown and several new businesses are moving 
downtown including 2 restaurants and a business which will help online shoppers find their desired 
products locally. 
 
Canada is a good place for a better life. Despite the sign at the entrance to North Bay, North Bay is 
growing. With the return of Air Canada and the highway improvements North Bay is easily accessible to 
larger centres. North Bay is a great place to raise a family so Peter is optimistic about the future. 
 
There was opportunity for question and answer. 
 
Marty thanked Peter for the presentation. 
 
The speaker next month will be the new dean of Nipissing University. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 


