
 
General Meeting July 7th, 2021 Minutes by Karen Mann 
Probus meeting on Zoom 
 
Sheron Ward welcomed members to the meeting and muted all microphones. 
Participants will be divided into breakout rooms following the speaker. 
This meeting was recorded for those who have missed it. 
 
Finance: Donald reported that there have been no expenses since the last meeting except payment to 
the speaker therefore the balance is basically the same as last month. 
 
Membership: John reported that there are presently 3 people on the waiting list. 
 
Birthdays… 
 
Howard Kizell's birthday is July 3 and Belle Kizell's birthday is June 29. In celebration of this event, the 
couple had an outdoor open house party spread out over the afternoon. The event was attended by 45 
people. The best gift to Howard was when Belle gave herself. 
 
Barb Roberts has a birthday this month. She is the same age as Marty and Howard as they all attended 
school together. 
 
Activity Groups… 
 
Outdoor group: Barb reported that the public health standard now allows for outdoor groups of 25 
therefore this group can start again. A paddle at Restoule Park is planned for tomorrow. The group will 
resume activity for every Thursday. 
 
Walking group: There is no report. 
 
Book Club: Helen reported that this group continues to meet on Zoom. The meeting on June 8 was 
attended by a small number of enthusiastic participants. The next meeting will be July 13 at 7. Contact 
Helen if you wish to join. 
 
Technology: John reported that the next meeting will be today on Zoom and the coordinates were 
emailed with the email for this present meeting. 
 
Newsletter: Sheron reported that the next edition will be in the fall. Everyone is invited to send 
contributions to Joan Hambley. 
 
Genealogy: no report from Stuart 
 
Social convener: Sheron reminded members that this position will become important as pandemic 
restrictions are reduced. The position is still vacant. This role could be filled by 2 people. 
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Program: presented by Dick 
      August: this presenter is from Haliburton and has been well received by other Probus clubs. They                        
      run a dog sledding tour called Winterdance. 
      September: Paul Cook is a former police chief in North Bay who will speak about policing today. 
      Further speakers have not been confirmed because of the uncertainty about possible face to face  
     meetings. 
Humorous words of wisdom were relayed by Dick. 
 
Today's Speaker 
 
John Levesque was introduced by Dick. John was born and raised in North Bay.  He studied in Toronto 
and Ottawa. He is a journalist and author. John wrote for the North Bay Nugget and the Hamilton 
Spectator. He returned to the north in 2000. He has written several books and is the winner of various 
awards for his writing including the Leacock award for humour. 
 
John says that he has continued to write in his retirement, he just can't help it. He is compelled to write. 
He thanked Probus for inviting him to speak about his hobby as it is generally a solitary activity. He 
compared the process of writing to be similar to a hamster on a wheel.  
 
The process of writing starts with an idea of "what if". The writer then develops a plot through a maze of 
characters who reveal the plot. Like Yoda "Do or do not. There is no try". The writer then reviews the 
work so that it runs smoothly. Nothing in this first draft can be sacred as it may be cut in the fixing. 
 
His latest novel is Geneva Farewell. The character knows that he has lost the love of his life but he can 
not recall why. 
 
When the novel has been punched into shape it is submitted to a publisher, often many publishers, until 
it is eventually accepted for a first printing. 
 
Geneva Farewell was ready for launch as the lockdown was declared. Usually this is a more social phase 
but all was halted due to world circumstances so the novel was not distributed. John decided to start a 
blog in an effort to build interest in his book. This is available at johnlevesqueauthor.com/blog. 
 
He is now prepared to sell the book with social distancing on his veranda for $25. He will autograph the 
book and inscribe it however the purchaser wants. This can be arranged by sending an email to 
johnlev91@gmail.com. 
 
Following a period of question and answer John read from his book Geneva Farewell and some of his 
short humorous stories. 
 
Sheron thanked John for his presentation. The meeting participants were divided into break out rooms. 
The meeting was then adjourned. 
 


