
General Meeting May 5th, 2021 Minutes by Karen Mann 
 
 Meeting held on Zoom  
 
The meeting started with the president welcoming all members and muting all the microphones.  
 
Today's speaker will be Chris Vollum and his topic is social media. There has been a request from a 
member that today's meeting be recorded. 
 
Break out rooms will be at the end of the meeting and will be 20 minutes in length. 
 
Finance 
Finance was presented by Donald.  
The bank balance is about $6500.  
The only expense is $200 for the speaker. 
Membership is full and all members are up to date with their dues. 
 
Birthdays 
Marty Brown had a birthday May 2 and is now a proud member of Septuagenarian. He is surviving the 
lockdown and was serenaded with birthday music by his neighbour. He was evidently the first baby born 
at the North Bay Civic Hospital. He is a parent and a grandparent. 
 
Social groups are generally on hold but some are continuing on Zoom. 
 
-Book club presented by Helen Sweig. There was a lively discussion at the last meeting on April 13. Next 
meeting will be May 11. New members are always welcome. Contact Helen for details to log on to the 
Zoom meeting. 
 
-Choir presented by John Roberts.Members are each recording themselves separately and being put 
together by John. They now have 3 or 4 pieces that are ready for presentation. 
 
-Newsletter presented by John Roberts. The next instalment will be in the fall. Everyone is welcome to 
contribute. Send contributions to Joan Hambley. 
 
Bylaws 
There are sufficient members on-line for a quorum.  
Bylaws are supposed to be reviewed on a regular basis. 
Our club had previously been using the bylaws that are standard from PROBUS Canada. 
Some modifications have been proposed by the executive.  
     This club has both men and women. 
     Dues are prorated when a person joins the club during the year. 
     Meetings can be cancelled by the president due to inclement weather. 
 
Motion to accept the modifications: moved by Dick Tafel 
                                                                  Seconded by Stuart Kidd 
Votes were counted and the bylaws were passed. The bylaws are on our website. 
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Program presented by Dick. 
June’s speaker will be Christine Ibbotson who describes herself as the money lady. She will speak about 
preparing one’s estate and reducing taxes. 
 
July has not been finalized. It will be a local public figure. 
 
Dick relayed a variety of humorous stories and then invited today's speaker to introduce himself . 
 
 
Chris Vollum lives in Oakville. He is the father of 2 kids. He has been teaching about social media for 16 
years and now, with the assistance of social media, speaks all over the world. He has noticed that his 
audiences are becoming more proficient at social media. 
 
Young people are using social media on a regular basis in part because of their use of the cell phone.  
 
He spoke about Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat and TicTok.  The goal of this talk is to help 
people to understand these platforms and provide the opportunity to relate to the younger generation.          
 
Facebook is used to build relationships. It is not so popular with young folks. The symbol is 'f'. 
 
Twitter uses a bird as its symbol. It relays news but is not always true or trustworthy as demonstrated by 
its use by former president Trump. 
 
The Instagram symbol is a colourful square with a circle inside the square. It is the easiest to get up and 
running. 
 
Snapchat uses a white ghost on a yellow background as its mascot. It is popular among the younger 
generation. 
 
TicTok. Is a white musical note on a black square. It is the fastest growing at present and is used by 
musicians and visual artists. 
 
By using social media you can not influence the behaviour of the young people in your life but you can 
demonstrate values. The kids using social media do not want to be left out, left behind, or socially 
humiliated. They hope to get more 'likes' to their posted content. More 'likes' is interpreted as validation 
and therefore some kids take greater risks in order to get more 'likes'. 
 
When teaching kids about social media it is necessary to start with their specific interests. Chris relayed 
several stories about family members who were encouraged to use social media to pursue specific area 
of interest. He reminded them that content does not disappear and to be cautious about what is posted 
or retweeted. Future employers or universities may look at these when considering applicants. 
 
News breaks first on Twitter but this should be verified using other platforms, especially main stream 
media like CBC, CNN, and BBC. 
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Chris demonstrated how easy it is to create a short video on TicTok. 
 
This was followed by question and answer. 
 
Thank you from Sheron.  
 
Members were divided randomly into break out room. 
 
Dave Payne requested coordinates for the Technology group this afternoon which are at the bottom of 
the notice for this meeting. 
 
Thank you and goodbye from Sheron. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


