
 
General Meeting November 4th, 2020 Minutes by:Karen Mann 
 
Held on Zoom 
 
There was opportunity to socialize for those who logged on before 10. 
 
Good morning and welcome from the president. With reference to the recent election in the United 
States, this is a good time to be in Canada. 
 
The vacancies in our membership have been filled by 5 new members.  
The purpose of Probus is to provide fellowship, friendship and fun for men and women in their 
retirement and semi retirement years. This is especially important during these pandemic times. 
 
A Thank you to Mickey Sandula for his successful presidency was delivered by Dick. 
 
New Business 
 
Zoom: 
Dave Payne has agreed to be the new Zoom Coordinator. He sends his regrets as he is unable to attend 
this meeting today. He emailed a survey to members and received 43 responses. Sheron presented the 
findings. Results will be reviewed by the management team. Members are invited to give further 
feedback. 
 
Membership: 
John reported on membership. We presently have 131 members which is 1 over, this is because a 
couple on the list were invited to join together. There are still 6 people on the waiting list. Payment for 
the new members is pending. 
 
Social convener: 
This position is presently vacant. The role includes being proactive for groups now and events when 
gathering is possible. 
 
Groups: 
 
Walking group:  
This group is meeting outdoors. Bob sends a weekly schedule. 
 
Choir 
Belle sent an email to participants suggesting that the choir will try to practice on Zoom. 
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Technology 
John presented that this group will meet today on Zoom. 
 
Book club 
Helen reported that 7 people met at the Odd Fellows in September but this venue is no longer open to 
the public. Joan is organizing a reduced number to meet at Average Joes next week. Zoom meetings will 
be explored. 
 
Birthdays 
No one reported a birthday in October or November. 
 
Program 
Dick will arrange for the former CEO of Tembec to speak in the future. 
Probus has provided a list of potential speakers who are able to present over Zoom. 
Volunteers are invited to sit on a committee with Dick to help arrange the program. 
 
A few fishy stories were discussed by Dick. 
 
John Boyko was introduced by Dick. He is a Canadian historian and author of historical books the most 
recent of which is about Sir John A. MacDonald. 
 
John  opened his talk with a quote from Lester Pearson's wife. "Behind every successful man is a very 
surprised woman." 
 
John has contributed to a book detailing that the dominant power of a nation should be with the federal 
government. When the power is with the federal rather than provincial governments it allows for a 
unified response to crisis. It also dictates unified electoral rules and regulations. This was proposed by 
and advocated for by MacDonald. 
 
Sir John A MacDonald did have racist policies especially in relation to Chinese immigration and 
Indigenous education.  
 
He assured the independence of Canada. Following the Cicil War the Americans attempted to negotiate 
taking over Canada from the British in lieu of the money that was owed. A 5 member committee of 2 
British, 2 Americans and 1 Canadian met to negotiate this. Although he was outnumbered by the other 
countries who were in agreement to the plan, he was able to convince them that Canada should not 
become another American state. Independence from the United States was secured by the Washington 
Treaty of 1871. 
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He looked at the governments of Britain and United States and took what he saw as the best of each for 
the new country. He saw that a strong central government would reduce conflict. He believed that the 
individual states had too much power and therefore the system in the US wasn't working. He wanted to 
right the wrongs by giving more power to the federal government. We see today how this power that 
resulted in separate rules for individual states for a federal election has interfered with election results. 
 
In 1867 the national policy helped to build the country. The railroad was a way to connect the nation. 
Future infrastructure continued under federal domain: trans Canada roads, St. Lawrence Seaway, 
airports and the internet. Protection of Canadian culture was instrumental in keeping the country 
distinct for the US. 
 
In recent years both Mulroney and Harper have looked into giving more power to the provinces but the  
various referendums proposed were not passed. Trudeau has restored federal power and been able to 
use it during these pandemic times to speak for the country and provide citizens with the necessary aid. 
 
Question and answer period followed. 
 
Thank you and virtual pen presentation given by Dick. 
 
Next meeting date: December 2, 2020. 
 
  
 
 
  


