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Meeting was held on Zoom. Sheron was made co host for the meeting. 
 
Welcome from Mickey and presentation of the agenda. 
 
Executive board: The 1 year term for the present executive is coming to an end. The AGM is usually held 
in October and the executive changes at the AGM. Sheron Ward has graciously accepted the nomination 
for the vacated Vice President position. Nominations for president are open. 
 
Membership: We presently have 13 people on the waiting list. Some of those people have joined Blue 
Sky Probus but still want to remain on this list. We have 130 members. Any vacancies will be evident if 
any present members do not renew their membership. 
 
Probus Canada: Since meetings are being held on Zoom it is recommended that each club have a Zoom 
coordinator who will be given training for this role. No one volunteered for this today. 
 
 
Finances: The only income for the club is from membership dues. The total collected for the year was 
$4740. 
          Present balance is $3924.91. 
 
 
Interest groups 
 
Book club coordinator is now Helen Sweig. The group has continued to have outdoor meetings with                    
         Participants limited to 6. There are between 10 and 16 members in this group. 
 
Outdoor group coordinator is Barb Roberts and Donald Bell. The group is presently meeting weekly and  
         Kayaking at various routes in this area. 
 
Walking group is meeting Fridays. 
 
Other groups are not presently meeting due to COVID19. 
 
 
Membership fees: it was asked why membership fees are not altered since most expenses for the club 
are on hold now that we are not meeting face to face. There are still ongoing expenses such as 
insurance. Various equipment has been purchased. There is an expense for a Zoom license. Hosting and 
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licensing fees for the website remain unchanged. We remain committed to ensuring that any surplus is 
used in a way that is agreed upon by the membership in a vote. 
 
What do members think about using Zoom for meetings? The Y, in collaboration with the Village from 
Canadore, is offering a free course for seniors to help with computer issues. A new course will begin 
September 21. Registration is through the Y. 
 
Today's speaker: Chief Scott McLeod was welcomed and introduced by Dick. 
 
Scott has been chief since 2015. He is chief for 40 First Nations in Ontario. He wants to get rid of the 
Indian Act and pursue self governance for the First Nations. 
 
The local people call themselves Nibising Anishnabec which means Nipissing people. 
 
Prior to the arrival of Europeans, the First Nations people had a thriving economy with a system of 
trade, laws and culture. There were many nations, each with their own customs and language. They 
worked peacefully together for thousands of years. 
 
After contact there was a demand from the foreign nations on land and resources. The British 
negotiated the Royal Proclamation in 1763 which created an alliance with the indigenous people of the 
area. The subsequent Robinson-Huron Treaty of 1850 guaranteed protection of "inherent rights" given 
by the creator. 
 
When The Dominion of Canada was created in 1867 it did not include the First Nations. The Indian Act of 
1876 was also passed without input of the First Nations and assumed control by labelling these people 
as wards of the crown. It moved them to reservations and made them dependent on the government.  
 
This dependency still exists and has resulted in many social problems. There has been a loss of language 
and culture. The residential schools broke up families in an effort to "take the Indian out of the child". It 
has created the view that native people are lazy and expect everything to be free. 
 
Many of the restrictions of the Indian Act have never been eliminated. It continues that one nation is 
making rules for another. 
 
Residential schools have closed and more funding is put into education. The first post secondary 
graduate was in the 1970s. All professions now have native graduates. With the people being better 
educated they are questioning the government and Canadians are also asking more questions. 
 



 
General Meeting September 2nd, 2020 Minutes by: Karen Mann 
The attitude of the Canadian government has changed. Prime Minister Harper made an official apology 
to the native people. Efforts to restore culture and language are being made. Social problems are being 
repaired via ceremony and connection to the land. 
 
The lack of money and the diminishing of knowledge of the languages and cultures present as problems 
to the plan for self governance. In order for self governance to occur, the federal government must be 
prepared to relinquish authority. In order for it to be successful, the nations need to build on their 
capacity. 
 
A recent vote to approve the First Nations Self Governance Act did not meet the threshold for 
enactment because many people did not participate in the vote.  A remote vote is scheduled for 2021. 
 
In the west there were no treaties signed and Canada simply occupied the lands.  
 
Canadians don't seem to be concerned about the situation and it is believed that protest is the only way 
to get attention. 
 
Question and answer followed. 
 
Thank you from Dick and arrangements were made for the presentation of a hand made pen. 
 
The speaker next month will be Dave Hansman who will speak about Redpath in North Bay. 
 
                                                 
 
 


