
General Meeting 12th February, 2020 Minutes by Karen Mann 

Welcome from the president. 
Reminder to please check off the attendance list. 
 
Introduction of guests: Denise Parry is a member of Blue Sky Probus 
        Diane Bourdon and Harry Trew 
        Guests were given ribbons in recognition of their status. 
 
Birthdays for the month: Denise Parry has a February birthday. 
     Mickey read a list of traits said to be typical of those born in February. 
 
Points of Information: 
     The Canadore Village tour is still being organized. The planned date is April 8. There will be 3 groups 
on 3 buses and they will meet at 8:30. 
     March/April is Probus month. 
 
Clubs 
 
Book club presented by Sheron. The group will meet this coming Thursday at Twiggs on McKowan. New 
members are welcome. This month the discussion will be about the books by Graeme Simsion. 
A book exchange has been started by this club. Books are available at the front of the room today. 
Anyone who brings a book is asked to take it back if it has not been picked up by the end of this 
meeting. 
 
Choir presented by Belle. This has become an awesome group which has accomplished a lot since it was 
started in September. New members are always welcome. 
 
Fun With Food was presented by Ghislaine. The schedule to the end of June is now out. Each participant 
hosts a meal for a small group of guests. The host prepares the main course and everyone else brings a 
dish so it isn't a lot of work for anyone. New participants are welcome. 
 
Games group is a new group presented by Howard. It was initially thought this would be small groups at 
individual homes but it is now proposed that this will be held at a larger venue, at the Odd Fellows Hall. 
 
Garden group will be initiated in the spring. 
 
Newsletter presented by John. This is published when there is sufficient content. 
 
Outdoor group presented by John. The group walked near the stepping stones last week and will be 
going to the Nordic trails next week. Barb will send an email to those on the list with further 
information. 
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Technology group was presented by John. Usually Dave and Stuart stay after this meeting to deal with 
individual concerns but neither is available today. If someone has a particular problem they should send 
an email to one of the conveners. 
 
Travel group presented by Mark. The planned trips are documented in the most recent newsletter.the 
August 11 day trip to Penetanguishene still has some vacancies. A second trip from September 8-9 is 
going to Niagara Falls and Niagara-on-the-Lake. 
 
Walking group presented by Paul. This group meets every Tuesday and Friday. They walk for about an 
hour and then have an hour coffee and chatting.  
 
Social presented by Marty. A dinner has been arranged for tomorrow at 100 Elements. 
 
Possible topics for future clubs include ping pong at the Davedi Club Wednesday evening at 7 and a 
cookbook exchange. 
 
There were no member announcements. 
 
Program presented by Dick. 
 
Steve burrows is an award winning Canadian mystery writer who will be speaking at Best Western on 
May 9. Tickets are $85 which includes a meal and a tax receipt for a donation to the Callander Library. 
 
March speaker: Mike Candiloro will speak about investing 
April: the speaker will be the CEO for the YMCA for northeastern Ontario 
May: PROBUS Choir will perform for half an hour 
June: a wine expert will speak 
July: the chief of the Nipissing Band has been invited to speak 
August: a speaker from Tembec has been invited 
 
Dick followed with several humorous stories. 
 
 
The speaker was introduced by Dick. Ken Peake was born and raised in Rhodesia now called Zimbabwe. 
He came to Canada via South Africa and worked as a trustee in bankruptcy. His topic was the 
colonization of Southern Africa. 
 
Ken said that when he accidentally came to Canada in 1982 he only knew of Trudeau and snow. All these 
years later it is the same today. 
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The population of the earth continues to grow and it is estimated that the greatest growth will be in 
Africa, in part because of little family planning. There are presently 54 countries in Africa.  
 
During the 19th century there was much tribal violence and activity for the slave trade. The region was 
known as South Zambezi after the river that ran through it.  
 
The Europeans became interested in the value of Africa and in 1888 Cecil Rhodes was able to obtain the 
mineral rights which included gold and diamonds. He was eventually able to buy more and more land 
claims. The illiterate tribal chief was tricked into signing a document to mine the whole country. The 
country became known as Rhodesia in 1895. 
 
A bill was passed in England which banned the trading in slavery in 1833. It is estimated that 35 million 
people were taken as slaves. The last slaves were removed from Africa in 1890.  
Between 1922 and 1965 the country was part of several jurisdictions including the Central African 
Federation and the federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. In 1964 Rhodesia became a crown colony and 
eventually was recognized as independent in 1980. Robert Mugabe became the first prime minister of 
the newly named Zimbabwe. Some of his policies were discussed including his ridding the country of 
white farmers, and his intimidation and killing of citizens. 
 
 
Thank you and pen presentation by Don Wheeler. 
 
 


