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On June 13 our own Richard Tafel was the 
recipient of a Doctorate of Education from 
Nipissing University.  This is an exemplary honour 
given to a man who has worked tirelessly for our 
city.  We are so proud, Dick! 

 “Convocation is an acknowledgment of the 
incredible accomplishments of our graduates, 
and a celebration for their families and 
supporters,” said Dr. Mike DeGagné, President of 
Nipissing University. “We are grateful to our 
honorary degree recipients for accepting this 
distinction, and we look forward to their 
participation in celebrating the class of 2019. 

 

Management Committee 2019-20 
At our October General Meeting nominations for positions on the management 
committee will be open.  They include secretary, treasurer, social convenor, 
program and vice president.  The current vice president, Mickey Sandula, 
automatically moves to president.  If you would like to serve on the committee 
please consider putting your name forward. 

 



 
 

Summer Quotable Quotes 

   
 
   

 

   
 

 

 
 

       June Speaker 
         Dave Roscoe 

Dave has had a lifelong 
interest in astronomy which 
began with a children’s book 
by the same author as the 
Curious George series. 
Astronomy is one of the 
oldest natural sciences and 
has been noted to have been 
studied by early communities. 
It includes all other sciences 
and is still available to 
amateurs. 

Dave relayed some of the 
history of these early 
communities starting with the 

July Speakers 
                 Erin Richmond and Ian Kilgore 

Erin and Ian are from the Economic 
Development of North Bay. Erin Richmond is 
the manager of economic development and 
Ian Kilgore is the director of community 
development and growth. 
The population of North Bay is declining but 
these speakers insist it is not a dying 
community. Unemployment is only at 6% and 
many jobs are available for those with the 
right skill set. There are training programs 
available. 

North Bay was chosen as a host site for a 
pilot project for immigration to collaborate 
with employers and the community. 

 



 

Mayan observations and 
calculations which lead to the 
calendar of 750 BCE. The 
romans, the Greeks, the 
Chinese and the Danish all 
contributed to the science. 

Originally the earth was 
perceived to be the centre of 
the universe and everything 
circled it. Eventually the orbits 
were recognized as elliptical 
and that the planets went 
around the sun. 

Galileo (1564-1642) is called 
the father of observational 
astronomy, the father of 
modern physics, the father of 
scientific method and the 
father of modern science. He 
invented the telescope, 
originally for military use and 
then he turned it to the sky. It 
was followed over the years 
by many improvements: the 
reflector telescope, the radio 
telescope, the infrared 
telescope, each allowing for 
better and farther images. 

The Hubble telescope was 
launched in 1990 and is 
expected to continue its 
mission for 40 or 50 years.  

Sky maps are available for 
download from  skymaps.com . 

Nipissing University and Canadore College are 
actively recruiting international students and 
are providing collaboration with industry as 
well as students. A new student union building 
is going up on land purchased from the 
Larocque family. 

Economic development is working with new 
and existing businesses to encourage 
expansion and relocation to North Bay. 

The value of building permits was $65 million 
last year and is already at $24 million for this 
year. An airport industrial park is planned. The 
Casino is being built. There has been 
controversy over this decision but the 
province has deemed that a casino would be 
built in this area and if it was not built in North 
Bay several neighbouring communities were 
willing to have it therefore there would not 
have been any of the benefits. It is estimated 
this will bring $1.5 million to enrich the 
community.  

The waterfront was developed in 1987. The 
rail lands were purchased and deemed to be 
green space. This continues to develop with 
the partnership with Rotary to build a splash 
pad.  

The film industry is expanding to consider this 
area as Hollywood North North. There are 
presently 5 productions shooting in this area 
and another 2 will be in production soon. 

Many other areas of development were named 
to demonstrate that North Bay is still a 
growing community even if the population 
doesn’t illustrate this.  

Note that the above are excerpts from Karen’s minutes. 
Full, unabridged versions of her minutes are available on our website. 

 
 

 



 
 

Upcoming Speakers 

August -  Speaker is... 
Dennis Chippa , the executive 
director of the Gathering Place, 
North Bay’s Community Soup 
kitchen and food distribution 
centre. 

September -  Speaker is... 
Hugh Holland, whose 
subject will be  "Climate 
Change - Causes, Effects 
and Solutions" 

October -   TBA 

 

Did you know? 
1. Liability Insurance 

The convenors of PROBUS events must list the names of participants in 
that event in advance in order to have coverage for everyone for  liability 
insurance coverage. 

2. PROBUS is always spelled in capitals 

3.  October 2 is our club’s 6th anniversary 

4. Travellers’ health  
As of October 1, Ontario’s out-of-country travellers’ health provisions will  
be cancelled. Further information can be found at Service Ontario.  
(Information courtesy of Mark Vincent) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

What is Happening to Our Trees ? 
You may have noticed that when out in the woods there is something different. 
It is our green evergreen trees that have taken on a dull coating, then colour 
change.  The trees take on a reddish colour that leads to their death.   

This is not the case for all evergreens but it is the case for ones visited by the 
Spruce Budworm.  Balsam Fir and Spruce trees are in danger. The larvae feast 
on the needles.  

You will notice tiny moths that are light brown or tan colour. This  moth 
infestation looks like little butterflies. They are what used to be the Spruce 
Budworm.  These moths have matured from eggs and winterized larvae to finish 
as moths.  Each moth can lay up to 50 eggs that hatch ten days later.  Then the 
cycle begins again. It is a cycle of the destruction of trees. 

These little almost unnoticed moth is responsible for the death of many trees 
that we will witness over the next few years. Already the damage is apparent. 

The cycle comes and goes every 20 to 30 years.  We are now in one of these 
time spans.  Watch for the reddish colour as the  trees turn dry and dye.  This 
defoliation means a three to six years of life left in the tree. 

Mickey Sandula 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Social Committee Report 
Summer Fun -  These pictures are 
from the Potluck Luncheon at the 
home of Marty and Helena Brown 
on July 24th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August luncheon  - At Dr. Dan 
Bryer’s.  Date TBA 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

The Day Trippers Travel Club 
On August 16 the travel group will be 
visiting Gravenhurst where they will sail on 
the RMS Segwun, North America’s oldest 
operating steam driven vessel. On board 
they will sail by ‘millionaire’s row’ as they 
dine on roasted turkey. Following the 
cruise they will visit  Muskoka Discovery 
Centre and the Dockside Festival of the 
Arts.  

As of this printing there are still 4 more seats available. If interested, you can 
email Joan at  joanhambley2008@hotmail.com  to register. 

 

Blue Sky PROBUS club 
Congratulations go out to our sister PROBUS club who had 22 members in June 
and are already up to 50 members!  The letter of acceptance from PROBUS 
Canada will be presented to them by Howard and Mickey on Aug. 13  

 

Internet Sites To Check Out 
Optimal Aging - .mcmasteroptimalaging.org/ 

Lecture Series for Senior -   thir dagenipissin g.com   

 

https://www.mcmasteroptimalaging.org/
https://thirdagenipissing.com/
https://thirdagenipissing.com/


 

The Outdoor Group 
Our paddling season is well underway 
with trips to Pimisi Bay & Talon Chutes, 
the Hydro Pond on the South River 
near Powassan, and Restoule 
Provincial Park. The next paddling 
excursion is Thursday, August 8th Tom 
Thomson Park in South River. 

Get in touch with one of our conveners 
if you want to join us. 

Conveners:  Barb Roberts & Don Bell 
Schedule:  every 2nd Thursday at 10am 

   

 ~ NEW ~ PROBUS Come Sing With Me ~ NEW ~ 
Have you always wanted to sing in a 
group but been afraid to try? This is your 
chance.  

If you can speak, you can sing. No 
auditions and No experience needed. The 
Probus choir will sing songs from our 
culture and others, including pop, easy 
classical choral pieces and songs from 

musicals. Sheet music will be provided but if you can’t read music don’t worry.  
Is this a performing organization? That is up to the choir to decide. Perhaps the 
best audience would be our own Probus family.  
 
We will rehearse at the home of Susan and Peter Legate on Wednesdays from 
1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. except for the first Wednesday of the month so as not to 
interfere with a PROBUS meeting.  
 
The first practice will be September 10 th . Come out and sing with us.   
Contact Belle Kizell  bellekizell@gmail.com , 705-474 0658, for more information.   
 
Belle Kizell 

 

 

 

mailto:bellekizell@gmail.com


 
 

The Walking Group 

             

Every Sunday an email is sent out by Bob Barnett. Even if you aren’t a walk 
enthusiast you can’t help but be entertained by Bob’s description of the walks 
this group goes on in our city. 

Besides you never know who you’ll meet 
on these walks.  They’re not always 
human. The fellow below was seen on 
the Kate Paceway between Lee Park and 
Marshall. 

Conveners:  Mark Vincent, Dan Beyer, 
Robert Barnett 
Schedule:  Tuesdays & Fridays at 
10:00am 

 

PROBUS Book Club 
As our wrap up before the summer break, the book club went on a field trip to 
the Powassan Library. So much goes on in that little library we wanted to see for 
ourselves.  Lunch and talk by local author Steve Pitt made for an exciting 
adventure.  A tour of 250 Clark St. completed our outing.  Plans are to return to 
Powassan and check out the used book store.  Now that there’s a western set 
for television programs built there, we’ll probably have to check that out as well. 

Convener:  Susan Legate 
Schedule:  3rd Thursdays, 1:00pm  

 

 



 
Book club ladies and 
lunch at Powassan 
library 

Picture to the left is local author Steve Pitt  

 

~ NEW ~ Recipe Corner ~ NEW ~ 
July, 2019  

After the lovely potluck at the Brown’s  a few of us were 
previewing the items on offer.  The topic of a Recipe Column 
in the Newsletter was born. Here is the first attempt.  Please 
send your recipes to me.   Let us know if it is a family favourite 
or copied from a Cookbook, Magazine or Online etc,  so there 
is no problem with copyright laws.  
 hsweig@icloud.com  
  

NUTS AND BOLTS   

Courtesy of Helen Sweig 

2 c. Life cereal  
2 c. Captn. Crunch  
2 c. Cheerios  
Or any combination you like. Fish 
Crackers are good also.   

1/4 cup oil 
1 ¼ tsp. Worch. Sauce   
Mix together and drizzle over dry 
ingredients. Mix.  

1 tsp. paprika 
1\2 tsp. garlic powder   
Mix together and sprinkle over 
ingredients. Mix.   
1\2 tsp. celery salt 

Micro on high for 3 minutes stirring 
every 1 minute.  Let cool and put in 
plastic container.  

Optional:  
I add raisins, craisins and nuts to the 
cooled mixture. 

 



 

PROBUS Fun With Food 
If this interests you please get in 
touch with: 

Conveners:  Ghislaine Côté & 
Suzanne Brooks 
Schedule: Fun with food begins 
again in the fall 

 

 

PROBUS Movie Club 
The Movie Club is scheduled to meet on the 2nd and 
4th Wed. of the month for the matinee show.  We 
need some participants to keep this alive.  

Convener:  Anne Walsh 

 

PROBUS Technology Club 
If you have any technology questions or problems stay after our monthly 
meeting and speak to one of our ‘techies’. Or if you have any technology topics 
you’d like to see presented, talk to any of the conveners. 

 

 

Conveners:  Stuart Kidd, Dave Payne, John 
Roberts 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Do you have an interest you’d like to share with others?  
Please see Marty.  He’d be happy to help you get started. 

Some ideas:    (All we need is a convener) 

Breakfast club 
Bridge club 
Cooking lessons 

Knitting group 
Pub night 
Sew what? 

Writers’ group 
Library table / Book Swap 
ROPEO (Retired Old People Eating Out) 

 

Management Team 

President… Howard Kizell 
Vice-President… Mickey Sandula 
Treasurer… Donald Bell 
Secretary… Karen Mann 
Past President… Joan Hambley 
Founding President… Dick Tafel 
Goodwill Ambassador... 

Bonnie Parslow 
Social… Marty Brown 
Program… Dick Tafel 
Public Relations... Gary Bean 
Newsletter… Joan Hambley 

John Roberts 
Membership Coordinator… 

John Roberts 

Name Badges 

Remember to wear 
your name badge to 
meetings. 

 

We’re looking for photos, write ups, 
comments and suggestions. 

Email Joan or John with your contributions.   

 

 

 


