
 
Minutes By: Karen Mann. General Meeting on March 6th 2019 
 
 
President called the meeting to order.  
Welcome and introduction of visitors: Richard Henderson 
                                                                     Heather Gardener 
                                                                     Chris Cassidy 
Report on activities of other Probus Clubs: Book Exchange  
                                                                             Suggestion Box 
                                                                             Compassionate Care/Friendly Visitors for members who are  
                                                                                    ill or need a drive to appointments  
                                                                               Nominating committee for positions 
 
 
Group reports 
 
Fun With Food: Helena is no longer the convener of this group however was able to report for Suzanne 
and Ghislaine that if members are interested in joining this group they should contact one of the 
conveners. It is also possible to be put on a list of spares if a member isn’t able to make a regular 
commitment. 
 
Social: Marty reported that nobody signed up for the beach party this month however the Canadore 
dinner has generated more interest. Of the 60 possible places there are only 4 vacancies. The cost of 
participation is $37.50. 
Marty has been contacted by the Harlem Globe Trotters who will be in North Bay April 1. Tickets are 
regularly $35but a group rate of $22.50 is available to Probus members who get tickets through Marty. 
A sign-up sheet is available. 
 
Walking group: Dan Bryer reported that this group meets every Tuesday and Friday at Memorial 
Gardens. Depending on the weather, some walkers walk inside the Gardens while others may choose to 
walk outside. The walk is about 1 and ½ hours. 
 
Technology group: Stuart Kidd reported that the group meets in this room following this meeting. The 
structure of the group is to be reassessed and may involve having speakers on specific topics. 
 
Outdoor group: Barb Roberts reported that this is a great group that now has about 19 participants. The 
walk tomorrow will be on trails near the stepping stones. 
 
Book Club: Joan reports this group meets on the third Thursday of the month at Average Joes at 1. The 
next meeting will discuss the books to be reviewed for Canada Reads or anything on the Globe and Mail 
best seller list. Participants are reading different books. 
 
The newsletter is now available. A few copies in black and white are available for those without 
computer access. 
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Feedback about the newsletter is that it is well liked. 
 
Program: Dick Tafel presented that future programs are not totally organized. Today’s topic is the 
opined crisis. April: Dr. Paul Preston will speak about medically assisted death. 
May: Paul Larsh will speak about his role as the crown attorney. 
June: a speaker from the economic development department of North Bay will speak about aspects of  
       Future development. 
July: M. Clayton from the astronomy club will speak. 
August is not yet final but might be George Burton from Canadore College to speak about the new  
         Facilities at the college. 
September: George Couchie will speak about aboriginal affairs. 
 
Anyone with ideas about future speakers is invited to approach the members of the program 
committee. 
 
 
Birthdays 
No one acknowledged having a birthday in March 
 
 
 
Speaker 
 
The speaker was introduced by Dick Tafel.  
 
The Nugget reported that the opioid crisis was the #1 crisis of 2018. 
 
Brad Rheume is a police officer who was born and raised in this area. After working with the police force 
in Windsor he returned to North Bay in 2007. He was transferred to the drug unit in 2011. 
 
Brad says that the opioid crisis is now being termed as an epidemic. The main culprit is fentanyl which is 
a synthetic form of heroine. The statistics for ambulance attended overdoses in 2017 were a 125% 
increase from 2016. The figure for 2018 was a 500% increase from that. 
 
In North Bay the crisis began with the use of fentanyl patches which were often initiated with a 
prescription. A fentanyl patch return policy was created in North Bay and adopted by 45 communities. In 
Ontario it was presented by Vic Fedeli as a private members bill that was passed.  
 
This bill has eliminated the problem with fentanyl patches and opened the doors for other illicit drugs. 
Counterfeit drugs are manufactured in China and enter the system through the mail. A single kg can be 
purchased for $12,000 and sold on the streets of North Bay for $80 million. 
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Canada is the second largest opioid prescribing nation. Ontario is the highest prescribing province and 
North Bay is the highest in the province. A fatal overdose of fentanyl is the size of 2 grains of salt and can 
be absorbed through the skin. 
 
Incarceration can sometimes help people turn their lives around. Attempts are being made to reduce 
the stigma of reporting on young people in the early stages of use or sales. Further attempts are made 
to put pressure on China to interfere with drug production and “dark web” sales through the postal 
service. Methadone blocks opioid receptors but addiction is extremely difficult to treat. 
 
Many questions and answers followed the talk.  
Thank you and pen presentation was delivered by Ian Fettes. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 


