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Probus meeting October 3, 2018

INTRODUCTION

Joan Hambly introduced the new president, Howard Kizell

Howard reported on a Probus meeting he attended in Gravenhurst as a contingent of 3. 
It was noted that each club does things differently and all clubs have similar issues.

The North Bay club has 130 members, which is the maximum. This club is looking at 
the possibility of sponsoring a second club in North Bay.

Howard suggested that Probus consider registering with the Chamber of Commerce so 
that new residents to the city would be informed about the club.

ACTIVITY REPORTS

Fun With Food: Ghislaine reported that the new schedule has been emailed to those 
who are registered with this group. The new activity assistant is Suzanne Brooks.

Social: Marty reported that the outing to Swiss Family Restaurant has been rescheduled 
to October 14. It will be a Sunday brunch. Sign up sheet was made available. 
Participants will meet at 9:30 at the parking lot in front of the old Sears store.

Walking group: the group was meeting at 9 in the summer but has now returned to 
meeting at 10 on Tuesday and Friday. It may more appropriately be called the "strolling" 
group. There are now 30 to 50 participants. They meet at a designated place, stroll for 
about an hour and then gather at a designated restaurant for coffee and conversation. 
The Fridays more of a hike. When the weather is colder the group will walk inside 
Memorial Gardens.

Technology group: Dave Payne stated that he and John are the contacts for Windows 
and Android. Stuart is the contact for Apple. It is more common for participants to have 
questions about Apple.

Outdoor group: Donald stated that this group generally meets every 2 weeks. The usual 
meeting day would be next Friday but has been postponed because of the long 
Thanksgiving weekend. The next planned outing will be a hike at Camp Caritou, the girl 
guide camp that was presented to a Probus meeting.

Book club: Sue presented that this group meets on the third Thursday of the month at 
the Legion where they have lunch as part of the book discussion. Usually a book is 
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chosen but at the next meeting an author was chosen since the specific book is not 
always easily accessible. Next meeting will be October 18 and the chosen author is 
Debra Levy. All welcome.

Movie club: Joan announced a new group to be held at the Galaxy Cinema. The plan 
would be to meet next week at 1:30 to see A Star Is Born. This may be on hold and 
further details will follow.

Program: Dick has been managing this on his own and requests the assistance of other 
volunteers.
Vic Fedeli will speak at the November meeting.
Olive Ridler will be the November speaker. She is a former high school principal who 
will speak about high school past, present and future.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dorothy de Kiewiet spoke about Silver Linings program on October 20 and requested 
volunteers to help monitor the 3 entrances to the venue. If there are sufficient volunteers 
the work period could be only 2 hours.

A photographer, Gerry, has been invited to this meeting to take a photograph of our 
members and our executive in honour of the fifth anniversary of North Bay Probus Club. 
Photos were taken.

Joan reminded the members of a 3 program lecture series presented by Third Age 
Nipissing at Holiday Inn October 10, 17 & 21 entitled Cannabis & your Golden Years.

BIRTHDAYS

Ralph Diegal ( alias John Smith) and Rick Found both have October birthdays.

SPEAKER

The speaker was introduced by Joan. Bob MacNair is a director of Probus Canada 
representing Ontario district 7 which includes our club.

Probus has 36,600 members in Canada divided into 13 districts of which 7 are in 
Ontario. There are 248 active clubs in Canada. North Bay is in district 7 which has been 
subdivided into north & south. There are over 5,400 members in district 7: 13 clubs in 
the north and 17 in the south with new clubs starting. Some clubs are gender specific 
while most include both men and women.
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Probus started in the United Kingdom in 1965/66 as an offshoot of Rotary and now 
exists in 23 countries. The name is derived from PROfessional BUSiness. The name 
Probus also refers to several other things including Roman emperor, a place in England 
and a saint. It is a nonsectarian, non political club offering equal opportunity for all.

One of the slogans is 'get connected, stay connected' (GCSC). 
Probus month is March/April.
A new website Probus.org was opened in August.
Social activities and fellowship are promoted.
Appealing to younger retirees will help Probus to continue to grow.
Communication in the form of newsletters will be emailed to all 29 clubs.

In honour of this fifth anniversary of the presentation of charter #229 Bob presented us 
with a certificate of congratulations.

Thank you and presentation of a hand made pen was given by Gary Bean. Joan was 
thanked for her successful presidency.

Meeting adjourned for members to enjoy a catered lunch. 


