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PROBUS Club of North Bay & District 
The Battlefields of Europe –April 4th, 2018 
General Meeting – Shriner’s Club 

 

Notes taken by Howard Kizell  
 

Ghislaine Côté, Past-President, presided over the meeting.  
 
The meeting started late, allowing people who braved the snowy 
conditions extra time to travel.   
 
1. –Introduction 

 Four guests were welcomed, three becoming members. 

 Ghislaine announced with regret the passing of one of our 
members, Jim Marmino, and on behalf of the club expressed 
sympathy to Jim’s family. 

 The club is capping its membership, primarily because of room 
capacity.  Once the number is reached, we will keep a waiting list.  
This raises the question of potentially having a second PROBUS 
club.  The management committee is prepared to sponsor a new 
club, but will not initiate it.  A group would have to come forward 
wishing to start another club. Those on the waiting list could then 
be approached to join the new club, should one be formed 

 
2. - Social Activities – Following up on the previous month’s suggestions 

for extra activities, Marty Brown, Social Coordinator, asked for volunteers 
to help organize them.  For reference purposes, Marty (705-840-7080) 
has a list of members who expressed an interest in participating in the 
activities. 
 

 Best ball golf tournament:  Gary Bean volunteered 

 Tour of the Boreal Berry Farm and Winery, Warren:  no volunteer 

 Board games: no volunteer 

 Heritage garden tour:  Marty Brown 

 Happy Hour: Howard Kizell 

 ROPEO (Retired Old People Eating Out):  Marty Brown  
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3. – Walking Group – Walks at 10:00 on Tuesdays and Fridays.  Their 

next walk will be the Kate Paceway 
 

4. – Fun with Food – Helena Brown - More members have joined and an 
updated list will be forwarded to the Fun with Food group.  Helena is 
planning a brunch to include new members and will be contacting them 
via e-mail. 

 
5. – Outdoors Group - Don Bell – As the weather is unpredictable these 

days, the outdoors group is having difficulty planning outdoor activities.  
If anything is planned, the information will be on the web site and those 
on their e-mail list will get an e-mail. 

 
6. – Book Club -  Elsa Tafel announced that the next meeting will be at the 

Legion, Second Avenue,  April 19, 1:00 p.m. 
 

7. – Program Coordinator – Dick Tafel - Dick ambled to the podium to 
regale us with a few of his famous anecdotes….someone in the audience 
asked if he composed these wonderful tales himself….after a moment of 
quiet contemplation, Dick responded in his usual lawyerly way: “if you 
enjoyed them, I did” and left it at that.  
 

 May –Franco Mariotti,Staff Scientist with Science North, on 
Antarctica. 

 June – Either a talk on saving Girl Guide Camp Caritou, Lake 
Nosbonsing, or a talk on the judicial system.  To be determined. 

 July – Dr. Shaw on the health care system 

 August – who knows because Dick doesn’t remember 

 
8. - Birthdays – No one claimed to have a birthday in April. 
 
9. – Other Announcements -  Howard announced that the North Bay 
Museum will be opening a new exhibit on Tuesday April 17, at 7:00 P.M. 
showcasing the ‘IMPACT’ the Jewish community had on the development of 
the City of North Bay from 1920 to 1990.  Free admission and there will be 
refreshments. 



3 
 

 
---------------------------- BREAK TIME ----------------------------  
 

TOPIC: THE BATTLEFIELDS OF EUROPE 
GUEST SPEAKER: John Hetherington 
http://www.battlefieldsofeurope.ca 

 
Dick Tafel introduced John Hetherington, and his lovely bride Donna, who 
gave a very knowledgable speech on the European battlefields of WWI and 
WWII. The accompanying slides were great informative visuals.  

John organizes tours of the battlefields, mainly in Belgium and France.  
Anyone interested in joining a tour can get more information on their web 
site.  Also, if anyone’s relative(s) died while fighting in a battle in Europe, 
John can research details regarding their death, including where they are 
buried,  what the weather was like during their last moments, and how they 
died in the war.  During trips, if the group is within a few kilometers of the 
gravesite, John will make every effort for you to visit the grave. 

Gary Bean thanked our presentor and presented him with a PROBUS pen. 

 
 
Next Meeting–Shriner’s Club–Wednesday, May 2nd, 2018 - 10:00 a.m.  
 


