
North Bay & District Probus 

Meeting Notes from OCTOBER 6,  2015 

Public Meeting – North Bay Library,  North Bay 

 

Notes taken by Mickey Sandula  

 

Introduction: Dave Payne – President 705- 474-9650 

Membership 

Our Probus meeting was called to order at 10:05 A.M Dave reminded everyone 

that their Probus membership dues are now due.  Members can pay any of the 

executive.  Our club will have to pay Probus International our charter fees and at 

that time members that have not paid will be taken off the membership list. 
 

Insurance 

Questions have been raised about insurance for our members when attending 

Probus events.  This is for both members and households where events may 

occur. We do have insurance for Probus under the membership with the head 

office.  Details on specific insurance situations will be investigated and answered.  

It is understood that we may be on sticky grounds where alcohol is served so we 

will refrain from doing so as a club. Our insurance policy and any clarifications on 
coverage will be answered once we get to examine our responsibilities as a club. 

 

TD Bank, Signing Officers,  

Our signing officers have now met at the TD bank and the financial accounts have 

been turned over to the new executive.  This was done last month after our 

regular meeting.   
 

Spending Options 

In regards to money, our goal is not to be an accumulator of funds.  Any excess 

of funds will be put forward towards location costs and speakers and to the benifit 

of the members. We are sitting well financially with a comfortable reserve.   We 

should always maintain some reserve so that it  can be used when needed. 
 

Membership Enhancements 

Dave introduced the idea of membership enhancements.  This is where a member 

recommends Probus to someone and as a result they join Probus.  The member 

who made the recommendation would receive a “credit” that would be entered 

into a draw.  Once per year a draw would be made and one member would 
receive a free year if their name is drawn.  Details have not been worked out but 

it is something that the membership might be interested in. Further discussion 

with the group will occur after some thought has been put into the idea. 
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Website: John Roberts 705- 474-2714 

John introduced our new North Bay Probus website.  

 The web address is http://northbayprobus.com 

 
Our website consists of six main menu items containing relevant information.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

John displayed on screen a live demonstration of the menu system and its 

contents.  He encouraged people to submit to him any photos that are relevant to 

our Probus Events.  Group leaders can also submit to him any updates or new 

information on their gatherings.  He will keep the site updated with the events 

and archive information on the site.   
 

Social Committee:  Barb Roberts 705-474-2714 
November 21 there is a Pro-Cathedral of the Assumption, North Bay event 

supporting Hospice North Bay. It is a Gift of Christmas Music presentation. 
 

Cocktail party on Nov 15 -    

A Christmas Luncheon on Dec 2                              

A Canadore dinner is planned for February 15 

Snowshoeing Jan. 22  
 

New Group – Helena Brown 705-472-4390 

Fun with food will be meeting Nov 8th to have a planning meeting to determine 

the activities of the group. 

 

Walking Group – Bob Barnett 705-472-9967  

Bob announced that the walking club is active weekly all year around.  They will 
be walking in the cold months within the Memorial gardens. With fifty two weeks 

in the year it is assumed that we will be duplicating some of our routes.  New one 

http://northbayprobus.com/


hour routes are activily being sought. The group is social with exercise in mind 

and a coffee or treat after the walk.  

 

Program Coordinator – Dick Tafel 705-472-7907  
Our December speaker had to be changed because of sickness and we are now 

putting together a new speaker schedule for December.  Our new speaker will be 

announced when confirmed. 

  

Break Time – Coffee and Tim Bits while the speaker set up 
 

 

 
 

        SPEAKER 
   - Cheryl Cooper - 

 
    “WAR OF 1812” 

 

 
 

 

 

Our guest speaker talked about the causes of the War of 1812 and the reasons 

why it is often called an “obscure” war; the fascinating naval aspects of this war, 

including the conditions and hardships faced by the men who fought for their 

country on the Atlantic Ocean; the challenges of writing a work of historical 

fiction; and the naval origins of words and expressions which have found their 

way into our everyday language She keep it fun, lively & interactive!   

Most people think of the War of 1812 as a land based war. However, there was a 

great war at the seas between Britain and the USA. The entire coast from Canada 

down to New Orleans was at naval war during the entire period.  

Cheryl talked at length about the Naval life of the period and the motivations that 

lead to the warring nations at sea.  Life at sea was hardship with many severe 

conditions put on the British sailors who manned the ships.  Scurvy was a big 

killer of sailors until they discovered Grog.  Grog was a mix of watered down rum 

with lemon added to prevent scurvy.  If you drank to much of this grog you ended 

up groggy.   Thus the origin of the present expression feeling Groggy.  This 

expression and many more are derived from the sailors of the time. Cheryl 

entertained us with history, expressions and politics of the time. 

One main cause of the war was a result of naval shipping.  USA was shipping 



goods freely across the Atlantic and trading.  A lot of this trading ended up in 

Europe and France.  At the same time Britain and France were at war.  Because of 

this free trade Britain started to raid the American trading ships to stop the trade 

by seizing the contraband goods. 

 British sailors were often deserting and joining the American navy because 

conditions were much better.  Britain in turn then starts to seize sailors and men 

aboard the trading ships and impressing them into the British service as sailors. 

This economic trade and impressing of sailors were the main factors in beginning 

the conflict between Britain and USA. President Madison declared War on Britain 

on June 18, 1812. With no clear winner in the war, the Treaty of Ghent was 

signed on Christmas Eve 1812. This teat ended the war. Interesting enough was 

the famous Battle of New Orleans was fought in 1815 after the war ended.  

Cheryl was born in Toronto, and has been living in Brace bridge for 25 years now 

with her husband and two sons. She holds degrees in English and Education from 

Queen’s University. She is a former teacher of the Hearing Impaired, having 

worked at the Metro Toronto School for the Deaf, and was the Acquisitions Editor 
for both Blue Butterfly Books and Muskoka Books until she became a full-time 

author in 2010. In her spare time, she works closely with disadvantaged children 

and teenagers-in-crisis in her community, providing free tutoring services, 

counselling, and sometimes a safe home in which to stay. She also raises funds 

for clothing, camps, and sporting activities through her work with the Children’s 

Foundation of Muskoka. 
 

Cheryl has written dozens of articles and stories for various publications and 

magazines, but recently made her book-publishing debut with her novel, Come 

Looking For Me, a work of historical fiction, set on the high seas during the War of 

1812. Her sequel, Second Summer of War, was released by Dundurn Press in 

February 2014.  She ended her presentation with questions and answers from the 

audience and book signing of her books. 
 

 

Meeting Adjourned: 12:05 pm 

Next meeting: December 1, 2015 
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