
North Bay & District Probus 

Meeting Notes from September 2, 2015  

North Bay Library,  North Bay 

 

Notes taken by Mickey Sandula  

 

Introduction: Gary Bean, President 705- 476-1536 

Our Probus meeting was called to order at 10:05 A.M 
Gary welcomed all to the meeting and reminded everyone that name tags are at 

the back table for pick up and a concern on email distribution.  A future decision 

will be made between the option of using global distribution or interest group 

distribution of information to our members. 

 

Social Committee:  Barb Roberts 705-474-2714 

Barb reported that the Restoule Park hike was successful.   
There will be a General Interest Group to observe Fall Colours later in September.  

It will consist of car pooling members and a drive into Quebec. Email to follow. 

 

Book Club: Joan Hambley 705-478-8751 

The book club will meet on September 17 and the New Writing Club will meet in 

the library on September 22, 2015 Call Joan on both groups. 
 

New Group – Helena Brown 705-472-4390 

Helena wishes to see if there is enough interest and ideas to form a cooking food 

group.  Individuals interested in food should contact her.  This group will 

formulate an agenda and focus for their food group.  It will be a group decision as 

to how the group sets its direction and interests. 
 

Walking Group – Bob Barnett 705-472-9967  

Dick reported that the Stepping Stone Walk did happen despite the confusion on 

locating the proper entrance to the trail. This group meets in different walking 

locations. Call Bob to get into the groups email list. 

 
Program Coordinator – Dick Tafel 705-472-7907 

Dick announced that October's meeting will be at Canadore College.  The college 

has to determine the room number but has confirmed a room will be available.  

The President of Canadore will the speaker for October.  Another confirmed 

speaker for November will talk about the War of 1812.  

 

 Geo Cache Group – Marg Hughes 705-752-2786 
The monthly Geo cache group have their travel bug now in Alaska.  It has already 

been found and is on the move to another location. Three presenters gave a talk 

on the benefits of Geo Caching.  This monthly group is a fair weather group, their 

next meeting is on September 25 at the Cranberry trails. 

 



Break Time – Gary announced that the Treasurer position for the Probus group 

is open.  Interested people please call him.  Dick informed us as to the difference 

in price for a used or not used brain. 

 

SPEAKER- Victor Fedelli, Progressive Conservative MPP for Nipissing  
Dick Tafel introduced Victor Fedelli our local MPP.  We were entertained and 

informed through a question answer format used for the presentation. 

 

It was discovered that Mr. Fedelli started as an entrepreneur with his father when 

at 16 years old he started selling buttons as a business.  Young aspirations of 

being an architect or lawyer combined into the best of two worlds in that 

advertising and media became his passion and early career.  Creativity and logic 
of both professions became one. He owned and operated a successful advertising 

agency which he later sold. 

 

Retiring from the marketing and advertising industry, he travelled in  over 100 

countries over the next eleven years.  This travel experience brought him back to 

North Bay. Here he successfully wrote a 20/20 book on his goals and aspirations 

for the city.  This lead him into two terms as Mayor of North Bay where the airport 
was developed, housing started to boom and the population started to rebound. 

He complimented the city staff and people around him for getting the job done 

while he was in his term.  Politicians create the environment and climate for the 

opportunity of job creation and this is what he did in his four and three year 

terms as mayor. 

 

Leaving the city politics brought him into provincial politics where he now sits as 
Finance Critic for the Conservative party.  Previously he had served as the 

environment critic. He focused on the faults of the Far North Act and the Species 

at Risk Act. These two acts are cutting logging north of Hearst. They have  

stoping exploration. They have brought farmers into bankruptcy because of a non 

native bird nesting in their fields.  Hydro rates were discussed in regard to the 

negative affect of wind turbines and solar farms and their real cost. Over the next 
twenty years of contracts billions of dollars are to be lost. There is occuring  

massive destruction of natural resources with the existing hydro contracts.  

 

Mr. Fedelli's last campaign for leadership of the party was discussed as were his 

reasons for withdrawing.  This lead to a discussion on to does our democracy 

work. A lively discussion arouse on a the use of a direct democracy model, the 

existing political model or a  hybrid political model as being the the right way for 

the governance of the people.  The talk was informative and entertaining. 

 

A ten minute question / answer period followed where the audience was able to 

ask questions.  All questions were answered. Our meeting was closed with the 

presentation of our pen gift to the presenter by Dick Tafel. 

 

September 2, Meeting Closed at 12:05 pm 


