
North Bay & District Probus 

Meeting Notes from April 2, 2014  

Christ Church, 890 Vimy, St North Bay 

 

Notes taken by Mickey Sandula 

 

Introduction: 

1. Our President, Dick Tafel, called the meeting to order at 10:10 A.M 

 

2. After welcoming everyone to the meeting, he announced that   the 

membership fee will be reduced to $ 40.00 for the next quarter.  

3. Probus pins were passed out  to  new members. Magnetic name badges will   

be ordered for those who do not have them and new memberships are still 
welcomed. 

 

4. Our newsletter is scheduled to go out to everyone every three months.  Joan 

Hambley is accepting both news and photos for the newsletter.  Joan organized 

both the Mayor and Dick to have their photo taken together with the Mayor 

signing a proclamation of March being PROBUS month. 

 

5. As a way of association and introductions we are asking you to remember in 

what month you were born. Each month, our birthday people will become 

celebrities in that they will be asked to give a short three minute talk.  These 

short background biographies on who you are, work, and family etc., are to be 

easy, fun. All you have to do is remember the month of birth and who you are. 
 

6. We are in need of two additional volunteers. There is a need for a permanent 

secretary for taking notes and a volunteer to help Gary Bean do the public 

Relations job.  Gary is away out of country at the moment, but is still looking 

after well, local announcements.  

 

Social Committee: 

1. - Nancy Miller presented the social committee activities and distributed the 

agenda of events.  Activities discussed were for the months of April and May. 

 

2. - April 16-  Easter Luncheon – Best Western 11:30 am. Cost is $13? Menu, 

great!  

Call Nancy Miller 705. 752.0829 by April 11 
 

3.  -  April 25 – Euchre Night – Friday Christ Church 2nd floor 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

Barb Roberts:  Email: brobertsnb@gmail.com by April 21 

 

4. - May 7 – After Meeting Lunch – KOI on Main Street 

 Nancy Miller Email: nmiller197@gmail.com by April 30 
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5. - May 10 – Geo Caching – Airport Hill at 1:00 pm 

Barb Roberts:  Email: brobertsnb@gmail.com by April 21 

 

6. - May 30 (tentative) Birding Walk – Laurier Woods 9:30 am 

Date to be finalized – Barb Roberts:  Email: brobertsnb@gmail.com  

7. Dorthy Leitch presented tentative plans for a “Readers Theatre”.  Projected 

date is September 8 to 13 for discussion and round robin of scripts.  She is 

working now on development of seven scripts.  Goal is to advance the reading of 

scripts to local performances. 

 

8.  - Dick informed the club that no formal action has been presented in regard to 

the travel brochures.  You are free to use them and participate independently at 

this time with the information. 
 

Monthly Biographies 

- Diane Hunter came to North Bay in 1955 from Toronto with her husband son 

and dog. She and her husband a Doctor with family practise have four children 

and eleven grandchildren.  Two children are here in North Bay as a radiologist and 

a teacher with the other two out west.  Bridge is a game she loves. 

 

- Jill Shield comes from Bristol England and after high school and 13 years in 

Toronto worked as a nurse in several communities. After nine years in Timmins 

with her husband from South Porcupine and two children, she moved to North 

Bay in the mid 80's. She taught at Canadore nursing program.  She has retired 

fourteen times over the years but still works part time at Nipissing University in 
the Nursing programs. She has a son who played NHL for ten years loves bridge, 

snow shoeing and has good neighbours. 

 

Program Topic: Aboriginal Land Claim in Our Backyard 

 Programme   Presenters – Dick Tafel and Fred McNutt 

 Dick mentioned how important it is for our club members to continue to be 

aware, and concerned by national as well as local affairs, all being deemed 

seniors, full of “wisdom”. And that a major premise of our club’s purpose is to be 

providing good and varied programmes; among which  he hopes this one will be .  

Dick began the topic by mentioning the unfortunate absence of planned 

presenter,  Orv Lawrence,  a real expert on Indian affairs generally. He came 

down  with a sudden illness and apologized profusely, through Dick, for his 

unfortunate absence.   He, Dick was to interview him and Fred about aboriginal 
land claims, especially recent ones in “our backyards.” 

 And so, he and Fred will not get involved in any major issues, but will 

concentrate upon the new Algonquin First nation land claim, a matter of more  

local concern.  The land claim directly affects our local  area,  including one 200 

acre sector surrounding  twenty five homes on the southern area of Trout lake, 

another of about 500 acres on the eastern sector, which also encompasses part of 

the Mattawa River Park,  and a smaller sector along Lake Talon. Dick handed out 

maps showing the various areas.  According to him the adjacent owners are 
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particularly concerned about a substantial loss of value to their property.  This 

new land claim proceeding  is not entirely new.  Nineteen years of negotiation 

have transpired, resulting in a just recently signed   Algonquin Land Claim 

Agreement in Principle.    

 A short summary of the agreement is that it plans to transfer over  200 

separate chunks of land to the Algonquin nation  within the   area of the Mattawa 

and Ottawa River watersheds.      The overall area to be transferred encompasses 

some  117,000 acres of Crown land.  In return  the Algonquins will release such 

claims that they have  over Algonquin Park,  the City of Ottawa, and all private 

and other Crown lands lands in between.  In addition, the Algonquin nation is to 

receive $300,000,000, plus interest from 2012,  until paid, plus all survey and 

other costs.    

 
 This present claim began when Algonquin natives from the Golden lake 

Reserve, (some 1560 acres near Pembroke, obtained  in  1856), in 1985,  

commenced a court action claiming  Algonquin Park.  No  formal defence was ever 

filed by the province. Then a second similar  court action 4 years later claimed a 

dozen or so other smaller provincial parks.    Rather than file a defence to these 

claims the provincial government, in 1991,  established a 3-person committee to 

try to come up with terms sufficient for an eventual “ treaty” with the Algonquin 

nation.  These three, representing the province, the Federal government and the 

Algonquin nation,  have come up with the 100 or so pages of the Formal 

Agreement in Principle, which Dick showed to the group.  Dick later suggested 

that the native lawyer representative, “walked all over” the provincial and federal 

representatives.  
 

This “agreement” is now subject to an acceptance by the Algonquin Nation by 

way of native balloting process.    Of importance in the settlement, according to 

Fred,  will be that the Algonquins receiving the payments  are Canadian citizens.  

The agreement suggests that the lands transferred shall be  subject to local, 

provincial and federal land use regulations, unless, as Fred emphasized, as 

modified in the final actual agreement. The current, detailed agreement in 

principle   cannot really be covered within  our simple summary.  A colourful 

Algonquin nation brochure shown,  covers many of the points very well.  

 

Questions of what is a nation,  is there not communal ownership, etc. came up.    

Then   there was brought up by Dick, the Williams Treaty in 1923, which resulted 

in a land claim settlement then with  the Mississauga and Chippewa nations.  
 

The Mississauga and Chippewa nations   claimed almost identical territories as the 

present day Algonquins . That  settlement treaty resulted in their giving up their 

land claim and accepting a cash payment plus sizable, valuable  land area in 

southern Ontario.  Now, the Algonquin nation is claiming the same land mass as 

the Chippewa and Mississauga had done before. This fact did not seem to come 

up in the recent deliberations between the three sides. 

       The Williams Treaty researched  by Dr. Robert J. Surtees, son of member 



Margaret,  is a well recognized  settlement.      Efforts by Mr. Lawrence to 

question local Algonquins about all of that, did not result in any answer, according 

to Dick. Nor were any complaints noted by the Algonquins back in 1923, 

according to Surtees’ research.  

 

Fred McNutt talked more point blank about  Camp Island , within Trout Lake.      

His family relatives had previously owned that island and had cottages on it.  It 

was a family gathering place for recreation and vacation.  The family at a later 

date turned the entire island over to the government under the condition that no 

development occur, the island remain in its natural state and that it be open to 

the public for perpetuity.  The island was then known as Milne Island. The island 

burnt in the 20's and is now in its second growth red pine. It is a popular 

destination point for all who travel Trout Lake.    
 

 

Camp Island is   part of the lands to be given to the Algonquin Nation .   This   is 

in direct conflict with the earlier conditions of its  transfer of ownership. That and 

the conditions of transfer was brought to the attention of the negotiation 

committee at their first public session, concerning the claim, in late 2012.  The 

committee knew nothing of the island conditions or transfer.  Opinion was that it 

did not matter anyway because the treaty claims override any other claims.    

 

Fred has been invited to attend some future meetings with a new group.  The size 

of the committee with twenty five members from three levels of government, and 

different native representatives, seems to be a too large a committee.  When 
discussions begin  again there will be a requirement of confidentiality of 

committee members.  It seems to be an ongoing process of process.  At the same 

time there is much concern that so much money and land settlement is at stake 

without any real understanding or input by the public. Local communities in all 

cases should have input into any land development or land use when it is settled.   

 

While the Algonquin Nation has direct input to accept or reject the agreement, it 

seems that the non native groups have little or no input.  Any concerns or 

enquiries however,  can, according to Dave Payne, be passed on to our provincial 

Minister of Natural Resources and the Federal Minister of Aboriginal Affairs. Or as 

Dick says it must come from a larger audience through their elected members.  

They seem to be the  possible  sources for issues around the settlement claim, 

and its outcome. 
 

Many questions from the audience followed.  

 

Next Meeting  

North Bay Public Library – Wednesday May 7, 10:00 am 

 

Programme:  

Driving of cars by Seniors 



 

Probus Executive Meeting: 

Country Style Doughnuts – April  23 – 10:00 am 

on Seymour Street 

 

Meeting Adjournment - 12:10 pm 


