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Circle the Date — September 9 is the
First Program of the Season
Mark Twain historic sites around the country are currently
celebrating his life and works in a yearlong celebration.
2010 is the 175th anniversary of Twain’s birth, 125th
anniversary of Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, and the
100th anniversary of his death. In recognition of these
landmark dates, Aldus member Bob Slotta, Columbus’
own “Twain-iac,” will be presenting a program on Mark
Twain at the kick-off program for our 2010-11 program
year on September 9.
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Michael Suarez
Scheduled for
October 21
We are pleased to announce
that our October speaker will
be Fr. Michael Suarez,
University Professor, Director of the Rare Book School,
and Hon. Curator of Special
Collections at the University
of Virginia. He is a leading
scholar of the history of the book and 18th-century literature. A Jesuit priest with degrees in biology, theology,
English, and sociology, Suarez is especially interested in the
ways that book history can interact with and enrich other
disciplines.
Suarez recently opined, “A book is much more than the
text between its covers.” Suarez said he studies the book
as an artifact – how, as editions are produced differently
each time, meanings are multiplied and enriched. “Every
book has its own life history … full of human stories about
the people who made them, who saved them.”

Bob’s talk is titled MARK TWAIN MATTERS ...
Placing Mark Twain into perspective 100 years after
his death. He will share new information about Mark
Twain and his family and how it all relates timelessly to
our circumstances of today.
Samuel Clemens, better known as Mark Twain, left a
worldwide legacy upon his death. His books have been
translated into more than 75 languages with more than
6,500 editions. Ernest Hemingway once wrote, “All
modern American literature comes from one book by
Mark Twain called Huckleberry Finn.”
continued on page 4

If no bibliophile gets anything done in 2010, it may not be a
stretch to blame the two volumes which Suarez has
recently completed co-editing
with H. R. Woudhuysen: The
Oxford Companion to the
Book (OCB). This boxed set
of two massive tomes was
released this spring by Oxford
University Press. Fine Books
& Collections, in reviewing
this set, said: “[This] could
occupy those of us interested in
books and book history quite
happily for the foreseeable
future the OCB has been
continued on page 5
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Books spark our curiosity — and books answer our curiosity. Most of us belong to The
Aldus Society because we’re curious to learn more, and everything we possibly can,
about the history of printing and publishing, book illustration, book design, book bindings,
paper making, typography, calligraphy, book collecting, libraries, and so much more. As
you will see in reading through this issue of Aldus Society Notes, we have programs
planned that will answer your curiosities on so many levels.
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The Book Crawl in August was an opportunity
for Aldus members to learn more about the
used book stores in Columbus. Those who
visited Emerson-Hoffman Books, and were
curious to see where the spiral staircase in the
middle of the store lead to, were greeted by
Bob Emerson and his faithful feline companion
named Cat. Bob had many surprises to share
with the curious including a beautiful copy of
Dard Hunter’s The Literature of Papermaking, 1390-1800 (see picture at left). As we
turned the pages, we saw examples of rare and
extraordinary papers that were tipped onto the
beautifully printed pages in this signed, limited
edition copy in Bob and Ed’s inventory.
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Artist and craftsman Dard Hunter,
who celebrated the book arts in his
life’s work, spent many years traveling
and documenting papermaking
techniques, returned to his home in
Chillicothe with a remarkable collection of tools, equipment, and examples of the craft. Based on his
research and travels, Hunter wrote a
number of books about the origin and
practice of papermaking in different
cultures. Here Bob and I are examining a copy of his The Literature of
Papermaking, 1390-1800.

Bob’s apartment above the store contains
amazing volumes; Bob had three stores on the
East coast before “retiring” to Columbus to join
in partnersip with long-time area book dealer
Ed Hoffman. When you have time, Bob would
welcome your visit to see the treasures he has
accumulated over the years. You don’t have to
wait until the next Bookstore Crawl to visit him.
I promise you’ll enjoy your afternoon of
entertaining and educational biblio-fellowship
with Bob.

Last, I want to take this opportunity to welcome our three new Aldus trustees: Amy
Bostic, Ron Beach, and Eric Johnson. We’re looking forward to the new ideas they will
be bringing to Aldus in coming years. Please join me in welcoming them to the Board.

Aldus Society Meetings
Regular meetings of The Aldus Society are held at
7:30 PM on the second Thursday of the month at

The Thurber Center
91 Jefferson Avenue
Columbus, Ohio

\ Socializing Begins One-Half Hour Before [
.
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Visit the Aldus Society web site for up-to-date information about our programs and activities, in-depth articles
about many of our speakers, and links to other bookrelated organizations.

www.AldusSociety.com
Become a friend on FaceBook!

ALDUS FIRST ANNUAL

BOOKSTORE CRAWL
On August 7th, over a dozen Aldus members joined in our First
Annual Aldus Bookstore Crawl. The object of the bookstore
crawl was to visit Columbus-area used bookstores, many off the
beaten path, that some of our members might not have known
about. We owe a huge THANKS to Deb Lewis who organized
the event.

TriVillage Book Company
Little Bookshop
BOTTOM ABOVE: Emerson-Hoffman Books
TOP ABOVE:

CENTER ABOVE:The

“Being a newbie to the group, I
didn’t know about most of the
book shops. And I also loved the
chance to see a couple of
places that are not generally
open to the public!” - Deb Lewis

“Acorn Bookshop had the
perfect book for me as a
retired elementary school
librarian who grew up in
Marietta, Ohio. It is called
Benjamin of Ohio: A
Story of the Settlement of
Marietta by James Otis
Kaler (1848-1912).”
- Marilyn Logue

Many treasures were uncovered this particular day. Laralyn Sasaki
said, “Bill Evans pulled a book off the shelves at Tri-Village Books
for me, a great Hawaii history sort of book that had all kinds of
hand-written and typed Hawaiian word glossaries and other notes
in it. Someone really put a lot of time into it and used it as some
sort of travel guide or maybe in a classroom. An excellent find —
Thanks, Bill!”
“What a great way to spend a Saturday,” according to
Craig Speece. “As several observed, my wants are often
not focused into a well defined collection, so I bought a
variety of interesting books. At Tri-Village Books, I bought
some Calvin Trillin and found a proof copy of one of
Mortimer’s Rumpole story collections. Acorn Bookshop
had several hardcover John D. MacDonald titles. EmersonHoffman had Brian Moore’s novels I wanted, along with
another. And Bill Radloff at the Little Book Shop in
Westerville had several from the Lanny Budd series by
Upton Sinclair that I hadn’t come across before.”
Unlike large, boring chain bookstores, used bookstores are
each unique and have their own endearing eccentricities, as
do their owners; each has its different ambiance and clientele.
As far as these bookstore crawlers are concerned, the internet will
never replace the pleasure of shopping in a good bookstore. All of
the participants agreed that the Crawl was a resounding success.
We are looking forward to more Bookstore Crawls in the future.

Photos by George Cowmeadow Bauman

3

SLOTTA, continued from page 1

By the time he died, Mark Twain was perhaps the bestknown national celebrity. Twain took great pleasure in
living up to the title he invented for himself: “the most
conspicuous man on the planet.” (Dressing in all-white
attire during his last years didn’t hurt in attaining this goal,
either.) As he told an audience two years before his death
on April 21, 1910, “If it can be proved that my fame
reaches to Neptune and Saturn, that will satisfy me.”
As Twain’s books provide insight into the past‚ the events
of his personal life further demonstrate his role as an
eyewitness to history. During his lifetime‚ Sam Clemens
watched a young United States evolve from a nation torn
apart by internal conflicts to one of international power.
He experienced America’s vast growth and change – from
westward expansion to industrialization‚ the end of
slavery‚ advancements in technology‚ big government and
foreign wars. And along the way‚ he had much to say
about the changes happening in his country.
Not content to be just a writer, for a number of various
reasons, Twain also went into publishing. Huckleberry
Finn was the first book published by his own publishing
company‚ The Charles L. Webster Company. In an
attempt to gain control over his own writings as well as to
make substantial profits‚ Twain created the publishing
company in 1884.
A year later‚ he contracted with Ulysses S. Grant to
publish Grant’s memoirs; the two-volume set provided
large royalties for Grant’s widow and was a financial
success for the publisher as well. Although Twain enjoyed
financial success for a short while‚ he continually made
bad business decisions.
His publishing company ended up going bankrupt, and he
lost thousands of dollars backing the inventor of the Paige
Compositor, a typesetting machine plagued by breakdowns
that never competed successfully with the Mergenthaler
Linotype machine. He also lost a great deal of revenue on
royalties from his books being plagiarized before he even
had a chance to publish them himself.
This fall, Twain will manage to achieve his ultimate
ambition, namely having a new book come out 100 years
after his death. On November 30, 2010, Twain’s 175th
birthday, the first of three volumes of his autobiography
will be published. Readers will be treated to Twain’s nonchronological, unchained thoughts and while there will be
anecdotes about growing up in Hannibal, there will also be
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plenty of Twain settling scores with the individuals on his
personal hate list.
Bob’s presentation will begin at 7:30; come early to meet
up with fellow book-lovers, to chat with Bob, and so you’ll
also get a good seat for this long-anticipated program.

The Mark Twain House & Museum’s
“Legacy” exhibition
Along with many cities around the nation who claim an
acquaintance with Mark Twain and his travels and writings, The Mark Twain House & Museum in Hartford,
Connecticut, has mounted a commemorative exhibition
titled “Legacy,” which is running through January 2011.
The exhibition
includes historic
items, such as the
program and
invitation for
Twain’s funeral;
photographs,
newspaper articles,
letters and popular
culture items such
as Campbell’s
Soup ads, Toby
jugs and a Soviet
postage stamp
from 1960 depicting Mark Twain and his various characters. It features
quotations about Twain – pro and con – from people such
as Booker T. Washington, William Faulkner, Benito
Mussolini and Thomas Edison, as well as the contributions
from modern celebrities. There is a reading area where
visitors can browse through novels, children’s books and
other works that have used Twain’s writings or characters
as inspiration.
Famed author Tom Wolfe sent a long, carefully
calligraphied scroll describing what Mark Twain meant to
him. On a “celebrity wall” which is part of the exhibition,
political thriller writer David Baldacci answered the
question “How would you describe Mark Twain’s
legacy?” with these thoughtful words: “Never before or
since has a writer so completely owned and shared
through his writings the soul of a nation that had yet to find
itself.” And humorist Roy Blount, Jr., summed it up:
“He’s still funny!”

SUAREZ, continued from page 1

designed for both ready-reference and systematic study,
made possible by a detailed system of cross-referencing,
thematic indexing, and an extensive general index. It’s
awe-inspiring.”
Suarez, a Jesuit priest who received his doctorate in
English Literature from Oxford University, has held
research fellowships from the National Endowment for the
Humanities, the American Council of Learned Societies,
the Folger Shakespeare Library, and the Radcliffe Institute
for Advanced Study at Harvard University, is no ordinary
lecturer. He recently gave a talk in Los Angeles on plate
subscription books titled Learned Book Illustrations,
their Patrons, and the Vagaries of the Trade in Seventeenth- and Eighteenth-Century England. An attendee
at this talk blogged on BookTryst:
“(Suarez was) the most passionate and enthusiastic
speaker I have ever had the pleasure to listen to. Professor Suarez (or Father Suarez, or Michael - he’s very
casual about the titles he possesses) demonstrated a
complete mastery of his subject during his talk, which,
miraculously (as a Jesuit priest he gets an extra helping
hand unavailable to most), was delivered without text or
notes of any kind.
“Michael Suarez’s resume is deep and rich. One thing you
will not find in his official bio is the fact that he was
formerly a prison chaplain who played a major role in
quelling a prison riot. According to Stephen Tabor (Michael
does not advertise this incident), Curator of Early Printed
Books at the Huntington Library, during the melee Michael
Suarez very gently, almost imperceptibly, hugged the
ringleader from behind and with soft voice and delicate
physical prompting led him away.

Collecting Tips to be included
in November 11th Program
At our November program, ardent collector Lou Schultz
will talk about his extraordinary collection of materials
relating to the War of 1812 in Ohio, including the Battle of
Lake Erie.
Lou became interested
in the War of 1812 as a
third grader on a field
trip to the Hayes
Presidential Center, then
began collecting books,
maps, ephemera, and
artifacts in the 1970s.
Over the years, he has
amassed an impressive
collection of material
relating to the conflict,
and will share some of
the highlights of his
collection with us during
his presentation.
Lou was recently appointed to the 18-member Ohio War
of 1812 Bicentennial Commission, which was formed to
raise public awareness about Ohio’s role in the conflict
and to strengthen efforts to preserve related historic sites
across the state.
Lou will share anecdotes about books and collectibles and
you’ll learn from his experiences how to find those elusive
materials that you need to round out your collection.

“His lecture blew me away.”
And we’re sure that his program for Aldus will do the
same. Suarez was away at press time for the newsletter
(visiting Oxford, wouldn’t you know?), so we don’t have a
title yet for his talk. But whatever it is, we promise you
that Fr. Suarez’s visit will include a masterful presentation
on whatever subject he chooses.
Watch the Aldus listserv for details as the date for his
program draws closer.
RIGHT: Many book collectors like Lou
expand their collections to include
ephemeral items such as sheet music
(pictured here ), maps and other
related items.

\
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The 2010 FABS Convention & Book Tour

Books, Tours and Fairy Doors!

Friday began even earlier than the day before, as we
boarded the bus for a morning at the Cranbrook Institute
of Arts and Sciences.

By Lois C. Smith

The 2010 FABS Book Tour of Ann Arbor and Detroit took
place over five days starting May 12 and never stopped
for a second. Joanie Knoertzer of The Book Club of
Detroit (BCD) was our tour guide and constant companion
for the entire tour. She has more energy than a pack of
Wolverines at the Big House! The itinerary was ambitious
and two years in the planning.

Cranbrook Institute of Arts and Sciences

Detroit Institute of Arts

Geoff and I made a vacation of it and came home invigorated. On the first afternoon, we toured the Detroit
Institute of Arts, the Detroit Public Library, the Wayne
State University Press, spent a wonderful hour touring and
shopping at the John K. King Rare Books store, and had
dinner and a tour of the wonderful Ann Arbor home and
book collections of Barry Neavill and Mary Ann Sheble,
BCD members.
Thursday began early with a tour of University of Michigan Harlan Hatcher Graduate Library, the Clements
Library of UM, the UM Law Library, and the University
Museum of Art Library, and, in the afternoon, a tour of the
Bentley Historical Library of Michigan. Dinner was at the
Gandy Dancer restaurant, a local favorite in an historic
renovated train station. Tradition mandates that everyone
clap when a train goes by in celebration that the train did
not hit the building!
After dinner, a group continued on to Bloomfield Hills to
the home of Dr. Stanley and Rita Levy. We missed this
tour but heard about floor to ceiling books and incredible
artwork. Dr. Levy was an acquaintance of Albert Einstein,
we learned, so that his collection contained many Einstein
items.
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We had a tour of the elite boarding school campus, then
onto the Cranbrook House where we heard several talks
about their collections. After lunch at Cranbrook, it was
back to Detroit to visit the National Automotive History
Department of the DPL, which was, of course, full of
everything cars, from nearly every car manual ever
produced for a Detroit-made car to car-related novels.
We then moved on to the beautiful Orchestra Hall, where
Joanie and Cathy Compton, a member of the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra and a BCD member, gave a brief but
beautiful performance on the viola and piano. The acoustics in the Hall are astounding. As if all this were not
enough for one day, we drove on to Hollanders School of
Book and Paper Arts for a short tour and ample time to
shop for gorgeous handmade papers and other printmaking
items from their huge selection. A trip to Ann Arbor would
be worth it alone just to visit this store.
Saturday was the day of the FABS Symposium at the
Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library on the UM campus.
The Topic was “The Expansion of Knowledge in TwentyFirst Century Libraries” and there were numerous speakers including Elaine K. Didier, the Director of the Ford
Library, and J. Kevin Graffagnino, the Director of The
Clements Library at UM. Lunch was at the famous
Zingerman’s Roadhouse, after which the tour continued at
the home of Edward Surovell to view his amazing collection of the Old Northwest Territory and early Michigan
material.

Saturday evening concluded with a Banquet Night in the
Grand Ballroom of the Sheraton, where about a dozen
members of the BCD had tables set up with highlights of
their own personal book collections. Their collections are
fascinating and included a table full of miniature books, a
full-blown Gone with the Wind collection, a surprising
backgammon collection, lots of fiction, fine print handmade
books, and beautiful hand tooled book bindings. The guest
speaker for the evening was Donald Faber, who spoke
about The Toledo War, the title of his recent publication,
which was fascinating — especially since Ohio won the
war!
Overall, this trip was definitely an inspiring and pleasurable
experience. The DBC put their heart and soul into the
program and their genuine love for books, Ann Arbor and
Detroit was clear.
Joanie Knoertzer had everyone over on the last morning
for brunch at her B&B (called The Library, of course),
and filled us in on more Ann Arbor trivia.

In Memorium

Charles C. Cole, Jr.
On June 18, 2010, the
world lost Charley Cole
(as we knew him), a
life-long scholar and
historian who dedicated
his career to advancing
higher education and
promoting the humanities. Charley was a
founding trustee of The
Aldus Society and
served as our first
historian.
Charley wrote poetry, authored numerous articles on
higher education and history, and published several books
including Lion of the Forest: James B. Finley, Frontier
Reformer (1994); and A Fragile Capital: Identity and
the Early Years of Columbus, Ohio (2001). He received
many awards for his work and research efforts, most
recently the 2007 Ohioana Pegasus Award.
Charley was very generous with his time and skills. He
volunteered with the Ohioana Library Association, the
Board of Trustees for The Ohio State University Libraries,
and The Aldus Society.
Charley gave several lectures to Aldus; we remember
fondly the scholarship and enthusiasm he brought to these
programs and to our organization.

Urban Fairy Door in Ann Arbor

For instance, did you know that Ann Arbor is the home of
the original Urban Fairy Doors? (Check them out at http://
www.urban-fairies.com/locationspages/locations.html).
Geoff and I have been to two other FABS Conventions &
Tours, one in Cleveland sponsored by The Rowfant Club
(Emerson Gilbert attended this one, too), and a second one
in St. Louis, sponsored by The Bixby Club. Each trip is
unique to its locale, and provides a wonderful insider’s
view of the city’s book world. Think about attending one
of these trips — you will not regret it!
As of this writing, the next tours scheduled are Pittsburgh
in 2011, and Minneapolis/St. Paul in 2012. Check your
upcoming FABS newsletters for details.

Charley was a pilot in the Air Force during World War II,
and his experiences there are reflected in his poem “I
Have Flown”:
I have mounted moving stairs of blue
And traced the fuzzy outline of a cloud;
Now I have soared with breathless speed into the sun
And under roofless arches bowed to dive and climb
and hurl through endless air,
to chase my shadow over leagues of land
and catch the wind’s quick blast.
What I now dare was only dreamed before this age;
I stand on heights untouched by millions in the past
and look into a farther, greater haze than ever poet did.
This is the last, the strongest step that man can take
To gaze into the face of God.
Now I have known the power of His presence - I have flown.

\
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Book Hunting Notes

A Thing of Beauty
by Bill Rich

In the past year, I again bought a book that I can’t really
afford. I have been reflecting on this, and on my failure to
exert fiscal discipline where book buying is concerned.
Like many sins, this failing has been a source of pleasure,
even if it causes occasional remorse. This paradox has
been noted in the history of book collecting.
Archibald Phillip Primrose (that was his name, honest), the
Fifth Earl of Rosebery, lived from 1847 to 1929. He was
not only an English lord and heir to several vast estates; he
married Hannah Rothschild, the only child of the banker
Baron Meyer de Rothschild. She was the greatest heiress
of the age. A man of parts,
Archibald became Prime
Minister in a liberal
government in the 1890s,
and was a book collector
with unlimited resources.
His collection was
auctioned at Sotheby’s as
recently as October of last
year (2009).
His book collecting
competitors were
Archibald Phillip Primrose
constantly being outbid by
Lord Rosebery – in book collecting as in war, God is on
the side of the big battalions (or the big bucks in this case).
A not-so-pecunious rival was heard to wail: “He gets all
the really great books – what good is it to bid against the
man?” I wish I knew who gave the following consoling
words, which have become famous in the book collecting
world: “Cheer up. Rosebery will never have one book
collecting pleasure that you have enjoyed: He will never,
never, have the exquisite joy of buying a book that he can’t
really afford”.
Now to the case in point. Like a lot of folks, I enjoy
reading the English Romantic poets. Generally, these are
difficult to collect in first editions, even though the big
nineteenth century names in poetry often command less
money than the big name novelists. But the Romantic
poets were not so popular in their own lifetimes, and print
runs were evidently small.
Byron, of course, is a major exception to this. But, except
for him, I have never been able to assemble any real
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number of the Romantics in first editions. I have always
regretted this, especially in the case of John Keats. Is he
not the greatest lyric poet in our language?
I have had the infrequent pleasure in my life of being party
to a scientific discovery, and, always at such moments, the
words from “On First Looking into Chapman’s Homer”
have come to mind:
Then felt I like some watcher of the skies
When a new planet swims within his ken;
Or like stout Cortez when with eagle eyes
He star’d at the Pacific – and all his
men
Look’d at each other with a wild surmise –
Silent, upon a peak in Darien
Keats, when barely twenty years old, wrote these lines
upon first discovering Homer in Chapman’s translation –
Keats had no Greek, no gentleman’s education. But I
believe the lines resonate with the thrill of real discovery.
And we forgive the error in making Cortez the discoverer
of the Pacific – afterall, Balboa doesn’t scan.
Keats died at 25 and had published three books of poetry
by then. They were savaged by critics. Perhaps the
harshest treatment came upon publication of his second
book, Endymion: A Romance, in 1818. Keats based this
long poem on the Greek tale of Endymion, the handsome
shepherd boy who was espied while sleeping beside his
sheep by the goddess Diana, who was immediately
smitten.
The myths vary, of course. One version is that the boy
was given to frequently sleeping on the job, but the
lovelorn goddess made sure that he did not suffer from all
this goofing off, but guarded his sheep and lambs from the
wild beasts, and made his flocks increase. In Keats’
words,
The sleeping kine
Couched in thy brightness dream of fields
divine.
Which words are surely transformative when describing a
bunch of sleeping cows.
While containing many lines of exquisite lyrics, the poem is
not a unity, but wanders from theme to theme, the lyrics
intoxicating with the lushness of the poet’s thoughts and
romantic imagery. Keats was well aware of the poem’s
apparent drawbacks, and his introduction to the work is an
apology for its not being better, even a plea to potential
critics to forebear. Not something, certainly, that a modern

publisher would advise! But even this prose introduction
contains the memorable line:
There is not a fiercer hell than the failure
in a great object.
Well, Keats had set himself up for abuse by the critics, and
it came immediately, from classically educated reviewers
who regarded the poetry of the English Augustan age as
the epitome of good work. The two most notorious
reviews were by John Wilson Croker in the Quarterly
Review in April of 1818, immediately after Endymion was
published, followed by a second review in August of the
same year by John
Gibson Lockhart in
Blackwood’s
Edinburgh
Magazine. Lockhart
was Sir Walter
Scott’s son-in-law,
and, presumably, the
most acceptable
“modern” poetry for
Lockhart at the time
were the immensely
popular ballads of his
famous father-in-law.
Both reviewers were
classically educated,
and thought that it was almost a joke, and certainly an
imposition on the literary establishment, that someone like
Keats, a druggist’s assistant, would attempt a poem on a
classical theme. Croker blasted the style and freely
admitted he could not even complete a reading of the first
of the four sections of the poem – he actually challenged
any of his readers to finish reading the entire thing, and to
find some sense in the whole – in which case, he
sarcastically begged any such individual to explain the
thing to him. Lockhart’s review was more ad hominem.
He predicted (incorrectly) that no publisher in the future
would venture even “fifty quid” on publishing another book
of Keats’ poems. One of the concluding insults was
“It is a better and wiser thing to be a starved apothecary
than a starved poet; so back to the shop, Mr. John, back to
‘plasters, pills, and ointment boxes.’ ”
To focus on book hunting: Despite my inclinations, until this
year, I had no Keats in first editions. The earliest edition I
had was an 1836 reprinting of the Poetical Works of
Coleridge, Shelley, and Keats, a book first published by
Galignani in Paris in 1829. Galignani specialized in
publishing English books on the continent; this first

(pirated) printing was surprisingly well-edited, and was
widely reprinted. It was the first introduction to the
Romantic poets for much of Europe and America.
My stereotyped copy was printed in Philadelphia in 1836,
but it is not even the first American printing, which
appeared in that city in 1831. I see in my acquisitions
catalog that I bought my book from Tom Mahoney, my
favorite antiquarian book dealer in Buffalo, New York, for
$7.50 in 1975. In its contemporary plain calf binding, this
contented me for almost 35 years, and I didn’t have to be
Lord Rosebery. I pride myself that currently it might be
worth almost twice the money I paid.
My only other near-contemporary piece of Keats’ material
also came from an upstate New York bookstore. This was
Vol. 19 of the Quarterly Review, which contains the
infamous Croker review of Endymion mentioned above.
The image at the left shows the badly foxed title page of
this volume. It is a reprint of the London edition of the
Quarterly, and was printed in New York a year later. It is
interesting to reflect that American readers could see this
review without, in all probability, having had much chance
of perusing the book. Certainly, Croker’s barbs would
hardly encourage any American to mail a rush order to his
London bookseller.
But we grow old, and more acquisitive. More and more
these days, I “let my fingers do the walking” and use
www.Bookfinder.com and other computer search engines
to browse the offerings of books of interest – even books
that I know will probably be beyond my reach. A harmless
amusement, really – much like window-shopping – but it
puts you in the way of temptation.
So I looked at Keats’ firsts. Now of his three books, the
Poems is the current great impossible – when I first was
looking, there were no offerings of this one at all.
Endymion and the last book, Lamia, Isabella, The Eve of
St. Agnes and Other Poems are more obtainable – there
were a few entries for each of these two, world-wide.
The copies listed were in binding, of course – a copy of
any of them in original boards would reach stratospheric
heights, these days. Anyhow, scanning the search engines,
I saw all the copies seemed to be in more or less fine
morocco bindings, as befits the greatest of Romantic
poets.
After many months of playing my computer game of
scanning the search engines for various desired but
scarcely attainable titles, including Keats listings, a listing
continued on next page
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for Endymion at www.abebooks.com caught my attention.
There were two exceptional features: The price was at the
very bottom end of the range, quite low for this book, and the
binding was stated to be “fine morocco, by Zaehnsdorf.”
In fine bindings, particularly those of the late Nineteenth and
Twentieth centuries, Zaehnsdorf is a name to reckon with.
The firm was founded in London in 1842 by Joseph
Zaehnsdorf, an Austro-Hungarian immigrant bookbinder, and
continued into the twentieth century under the management
of Joseph’s son. The firm, through various mergers and
changes of ownership has continued into our own times, but
the glory days were prior to World War II, during the great
days of American and English book collecting. Then, bindings
by Zaehnsdorf were grace notes in the libraries of many a
well-to-do book collector.
Together with the Riviere
and Sangorski and Sutcliff
binderies, these firms were
the mainstay for the
libraries of the great, the
good, and, especially, the
rich. It is not possible to
collect nineteenth century
English literature, as I do,
without encountering many
books in bindings of these
companies – and,
fortunately, they are at
lower prices than copies in
Fig. 1
“original cloth” or in
“original boards.” Actually, most copies of Keats’ firsts I
have seen offered are in bindings by one or another of these
three firms.
While such bindings are quite beautiful, it should be said that
they are not great artistic advances. They are mostly
derivative, and essentially represent the good taste of their
times – although Zaehnsdorf and the others did produce
some spectacular “exhibition bindings” which are proudly
displayed in binding collections as such. But my Keats listing
was presumably a more run-of-the-mill Zaehnsdorf
production.
All in all, I was curious – although the vendor, listed as a
dealer on ABE books, was totally unknown to me – there
was an address in a Southeastern state. He offered to send
complete scans of the book and binding – and I thought I
might go this far, just to inquire, you know. The scans were
requested, and duly arrived. The book is in a case, with a
chemise, as is not uncommon for such things. Figs. 1 and 2
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on this page show the title page and the upper cover.
The binding is dark blue crushed levant morocco, with
the gilt badges as shown. The name of the binder is
imprinted in minute gilt letters on the leather dentelles of
the front
pastedown.
The scans
revealed nothing
that would
discourage the
fastidious. The
vendor also
provided a
detailed
description and
collation of the
book, which
appeared
complete and
quite knowledgeable. At
Fig. 2
this point, I was
salivating on all glands, but the price was still high for
me and, with some agonizing, I thanked the dealer with
my regrets. He immediately emailed back with an offer
of 20 percent off his previous price.
Then, the usual battle with my more prudent self
ensued. I am sure many of my readers know how this
goes – elaborate rationalizations play a major role, and I
yield to no one in my ability to create ’em. For example,
the price was now ‘only’ about that of two Dickens’
firsts in original condition – and, says my spendthrift
side, I have done that before. But, says prudent side,
that was when you were working full time, and prior to
the present crash. You may need the dough – and if
ever there was a not-readily-convertible investment, it is
in a poetry book.
Well, spendthrift side won, or I wouldn’t be writing this.
Particularly since the dealer was unknown to me, I used
Paypal when buying – it is well worthwhile, ensuring
both payments to the dealer and goods as advertised
being sent to the buyer. When the book arrived, it was
definitely as described. And, OK, I have had the
“exquisite joy of buying a book I can’t really afford.”
And, in many other ways, it is a delight. The opening
lines of “Endymion” says it all:
A thing of beauty is a joy forever;
Its loveliness increases; it will never
Pass into nothingness …

\

Sept 24 - 26

ALDUS

Autumn Artiscape Weekend
at European Papers Ltd.
539 E. Town Street (carriage house)
Columbus, OH
614-316-3948
For more information & registration go to
www.europeanpapers.com

Sept 24 - 26

2010
Sept 6 - ALDUS PROGRAM
Robert Slotta on Mark Twain (see story in this
issue)
Sept 3 - 23
CLOSING SALE: Frogtown Books, Inc.
2131 N. Reynolds Road
Toledo, OH 43615
419-531-8101
10 am to 6 pm daily

Sept 7 - 11
AAUW Lima, Book Sale
155 E. Northern Avenue
Lima, OH
419-235-1470
Preview: Tuesday, 5:00 to 8:30 P.M., $5.00 Preview only
Wednesday to Friday: 10:00 AM to 9:00 PM
Saturday: 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Sept 12
Columbus Paper, Postcard & Book Show
Rhodes Center @ Ohio State Fairgrounds
9 a.m. - 4 p.m., $6 admission

Sept 12
Kerrytown BookFest
212 N. 4th Avenue
Ann Arbor, MI 734-669-0451
11 am - 5 pm
More than 100 vendors and 30 Used and New Book
Dealers. More than 30 award winning authors will be signing
books and making presentations including three National
Book Award nominees

Old Worthington Library Book Sale
820 High St.
Worthington, OH
614-807-2604
Preview: Thu: 7-9pm, Friends; join at door $25 & up

Sept 29 - Oct 2
AAUW - Kiwanis Used Book Sale
Wayne County Fairgrounds, Buss Hall
199 Vanover St.
Wooster, OH 330-262-9446
Wed-Fri: 9am-8pm, Sat: 9-2

Sept 30 - Oct 3
Friends Sale, Columbus Metropolitan Library
Main Library, 96 South Grant Ave.
Columbus, OH 614-645-2ASK
Friends Presale: Thursday, 5-7 p.m.
General Sale: F, Sat. 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.
Sunday, 1-3 p.m.

Oct 3
52nd Michigan Antiquarian Book & Paper Show
Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave.
Lansing, MI
517-332-0112
Sunday, 9:30am to 5:00pm

Oct 5 - 9
AAUW Book Sale
at Trinity United Methodist Church
80 East Main St
Chillicothe, OH 740-774-9125
Preview: Tue 5-9pm, $5 fee; Wed-Fri 9-7, Sat 9-3;

Oct 15 - 16
Friends of the Public Library of Cincinnati &
Hamilton City Book Sale
at Clifton Cultural Arts Center
3711 Clifton Ave
Cincinnati, OH 513-369-6035
Preview: Thu 5-8pm, Friends; join at door $20 & up

MORE BOOK
EVENTS ON THE NEXT PAGE...
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EVEN MORE BOOK
EVENTS ...

Nov 19 - 21

Oct 21 - ALDUS PROGRAM
Fr. Michael Suarez (see story in this issue)

Old Worthington Library Book Sale
820 High St.
Worthington, OH
614-807-2604
Preview: Thu 7-9pm, Friends; join at door $25 & up

Nov 11 - ALDUS PROGRAM
Lou Schultz Shares his Collection
Plus Collecting Tips (see story on page 7 of
this issue)
Nov 12 - 14
40th Annual Book Fair Friends of Planned Parenthood
at Montgomery County Fairgrounds
1043 S Main St.
Dayton, OH
937-274-5835
Friday: 10am to 9pm, $10 Admission at 10 am until 5pm;
Saturday: FREE admission from 10am until 8pm; Sunday:
FREE admission from 10am until 6pm

Dec 6 - ALDUS HOLIDAY DINNER &

SILENT AUCTION
watch your email or snail mail for details

