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August 17, 2020 
 

 
 
VIA COURIER AND EMAIL   
(cobbdistrictattorney@cobbcounty.org) 
Joyette Holmes, Cobb District Attorney 
70 Haynes Street 
Marietta, GA 30090 
 

Re: Request to Re-Open Criminal Investigation into Kevil Wingo’s September 29, 
2019 Death at Cobb County Adult Detention Center 

   
Our Clients: Estate of Kevil Wingo, Tiffany Wingo, Kieara Wingo, 

Erika Wingo, and Kevil Wingo, Jr. 
Matter Number:  WING-19-10-01543 

 Dates of Injury:  September 28-29, 2019 
 Location of Injury:  Cobb County Adult Detention Center 
 
 
Dear District Attorney Holmes: 
 
 On behalf of Kevil Wingo’s family, I write to request that a criminal investigation be re-
opened into Kevil Wingo’s September 29, 2019 death at Cobb County Adult Detention Center 
(“CCADC”).  On that day, Mr. Wingo, a 36-year old father of three young children, was killed at 
the CCADC due to the gross neglect of the medical staff and CCADC officers who failed to 
provide him medical care despite his repeated requests for medical attention and to go to the 
hospital for over eight hours.  Instead, Mr. Wingo was ignored, removed from the medical 
infirmary, and sent to a padded cell because the nurses had grown tired of his complaints and 
wrongfully labeled him as detoxing and drug seeking. Mr. Wingo died ten minutes after being left 
in the padded cell.  The cause of Mr. Wingo’s death was a perforated ulcer and no illicit drugs 
were found in his system. (See enclosed Autopsy Report.)  Had Mr. Wingo been taken to the 
hospital as he requested repeatedly and physically showed he needed to go; he would have 
survived.   
 

On September 28, 2019, Mr. Wingo had been at the CCADC detention center for four days 
for a charge of suspected possession of cocaine residue on a piece of paper when he began to 
experience severe ulcer issues.  He had severe abdominal pain, profuse sweating, vomiting and 
instability.  He requested to go to the infirmary and was eventually sent there complaining of ulcer 
pain, abdominal pain, vomiting and profuse sweating.  Mr. Wingo was taken to the infirmary in a 
wheelchair because he could barely walk at that time. (See enclosed Deputy Quintin Appleby 
Recorded Interview and Elevator South 1Video Footage.) 
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Mr. Wingo arrived in the infirmary on September 28, 2019 at 11:52 p.m. (See enclosed 
Infirmary Video Footage.)  At that time, he requested to go to the hospital, but the nurses and 
CCADC officers would not call for an ambulance and did not take him to the hospital.  (See 
enclosed Deputy Quintin Appleby Recorded Interview.)  The nurses conducted a very cursory 
observation of Mr. Wingo, but did not physically examine him nor call a physician regarding his 
care.  The evening Charge Nurse Yvette Burton entered a suspected false note stating that she had 
spoken with a Dr. Hindi and that Dr. Hindi admitted Mr. Wingo to the infirmary.  Upon 
information and belief, this note is blatantly false, and Dr. Hindi was never called or involved in 
Mr. Wingo’s care. (See enclosed Mr. Wingo Infirmary Medical Records, Nurse Yvette Burton 
Recorded Interview, Deputy Britton McPhee Recorded Interview, Deputy Quintin Appleby 
Recorded Interview, and Infirmary Video Footage.) 

 
  Eight minutes after Mr. Wingo arrived in the infirmary, he was put in a cell where he was 

not removed until seven and a half hours later when he was sent to a padded cell.  Video evidence 
shows that Mr. Wingo could barely walk when they initially placed him in his cell at 00:00:21. 
(See enclosed Infirmary Video Footage.)  Throughout the evening, Mr. Wingo complained of his 
ulcer, abdominal pain, repeatedly requested to go to the hospital and video evidence shows he was 
in obvious physical distress.  (See enclosed Deputy Britton McPhee Recorded Interview, Nurse 
Kelly Jones Recorded Interview, Nurse Shanna Griffith Recorded Interview, Nurse Yvette Burton 
Recorded Interview, and Infirmary Video Footage.)  The nurses refused to check on Mr. Wingo, 
evaluate him or provide him any medical treatment.  Video evidence shows the nurses ignoring 
Mr. Wingo’s cries for help, playing cards, lounging around, and surfing the internet.  (See enclosed 
Infirmary Video Footage) 
 

The nurses entered false medical notes into Mr. Wingo’s medical records. Nurse Shanna 
Griffith enters two false notes for Mr. Wingo that evening.   At 3:54 a.m. she enters a note stating 
that Mr. Wingo’s vitals were normal and that he was in no acute distress.  (See enclosed Mr. 
Wingo’s Infirmary Medical Records.) Video evidence shows that Mr. Wingo’s vitals were not 
checked at all after he was admitted to the infirmary and that he was in serious physical distress at 
the time Nurse Griffith entered the note.  (See enclosed Infirmary Video Footage.)  At 5:40 a.m., 
Nurse Griffith enters another false note that Mr. Wingo ate 100% of his food. (See enclosed Mr. 
Wingo’s Infirmary Medical Records.) Video evidence shows Nurse Griffith never had any contact 
with Mr. Wingo after he received his food and did not check whether he had eaten his food at all. 
(See enclosed Infirmary Video Footage.)   

 
On September 29, 2019, after seven and a half hours in the infirmary, the morning Charge 

Nurse Annaleen Visser had Mr. Wingo removed from the infirmary entering another false medical 
note at 7:50 a.m. that Mr. Wingo was being loud, disruptive, fighting with other inmates, 
pretending he can’t walk and drug seeking.  (See enclosed Mr. Wingo Infirmary Medical Records.)  
Video evidence shows that Mr. Wingo was in severe physical distress and in need of serious 
medical attention at that time.  (See enclosed Infirmary Video Footage.)  Video evidence also 
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shows Mr. Wingo was lying on the ground for nine minutes from 7:31 a.m. to 7:40 a.m. and not 
one nurse ever came to assist him or inquire about helping him at all. (See enclosed Infirmary 
Video Footage.)  Mr. Wingo was dying.   

 
Mr. Wingo was too weak to walk to the padded cell.  At around 11:46 a.m. the Major, a 

Sergeant and a Deputy wheeled Mr. Wingo from the infirmary to a padded cell because he was 
too weak to walk.  (See enclosed Jail Corridor -L132 Video Footage.)  Video evidence shows at 
11:48 a.m. the CCADC officers then dumped Mr. Wingo’s lifeless body in the padded cell on a 
toilet grate, stripped him of his clothes and placed a suicide smock on his back.  (See enclosed 
Infirmary Ext. Pad 18A Video Footage.)  Mr. Wingo died ten minutes later around 7:58 a.m.  (See 
enclosed Infirmary Ext. Pad 18A Video Footage.)  The officers did not properly monitor Mr. 
Wingo’s cell every 15 minutes as required by CCADC policies and procedures and discovered Mr. 
Wingo’s body an hour after they put him in the cell.  (See enclosed Inf. Ext. HCs 16,17,18 Video 
Footage.)  Mr. Wingo’s body had not moved for 50 minutes when they found him.   
 
 Remarkably the Cobb County Sheriff’s Office (“CCSO”) conducted a criminal 
investigation into itself which they concluded on February 11, 2020 finding “the absence of a 
linked criminal act, the case is exceptionally cleared.” (See enclosed CCSO Criminal 
Investigation.)  Despite the clear video evidence of Mr. Wingo being in obvious distress and in 
need of medical attention and the false medical records, the CCSO closed its investigation without 
any charges being brought against those responsible for Mr. Wingo’s death.  The video evidence 
unequivocally shows clear criminal conduct arguably against all the medical personnel and 
deputies involved in Mr. Wingo’s lack of medical care and death, but definitely against Nurse 
Yvette Burton, Shanna Griffith and Annaleen Visser. These nurses all entered false notes into Mr. 
Wingo’s medical records, failed to provide him medical care, and ultimately ordered him out of 
the medical infirmary because Nurse Annaleen Visser was tired of hearing him.  Nurse Samantha 
Garland, Nurse Kelly Jones and Nurse Shannea Hopkins all watched Mr. Wingo in obvious 
physical distress and did nothing for him.  This behavior is Criminal.   
 

The medical staff and CCADC officers conduct was criminal.  At the very least their 
conduct meets the standard of manslaughter, but I suggest based on the video evidence that more 
severe charges are appropriate.  The nurses involved in Mr. Wingo’s care are all registered nurses 
and/or licensed practical nurses.  They all have specialized training in healthcare and have been 
trained to identify sick patients and provide them medical care.  As medical providers in the 
CCADC they have been entrusted to provide medical care to inmate patients without judgment 
and without considering race, creed, socioeconomic status, sex, religious belief, color or reason 
for confinement.  The nurses’ failure to provide any medical care to Mr. Wingo for over seven and 
a half hours when he was dying is criminal.  

 
The CCADC officers should also be charged criminally.  Cobb County Sheriff Major 

Branson Harris has been with the CCSO for almost thirty (30) years.  Sergeant Charles Gordon 
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has also been with the CCSO for twenty-three (23) years.  Both men have supervisory authority at 
the CCADC.  In fact, Major Harris was the Watch Commander for the CCADC and Sergeant 
Gordon was the Infirmary Supervisor the morning Mr. Wingo died.  Both Major Harris and 
Sergeant Gordon had the authority to call for an ambulance for Mr. Wingo who was in obvious 
physical distress.  Instead, at 7:41 a.m. on September 29, 2019, Sergeant Gordon grabbed Mr. 
Wingo’s distressed body like an animal off the infirmary floor to go to the padded cell. (See 
enclosed Infirmary Video Footage.)  

 
Major Harris and Sergeant Gordon with the assistance of a Deputy Mejia then put Mr. 

Wingo in a wheelchair because he was too weak to walk.  (See enclosed Jail Corridor -L132 Video 
Footage.)  Finally, the CCSO officers, Major Harris, Sergeant Gordan and Deputy Mejia dumped 
Mr. Wingo’s lifeless body into a padded cell face down on a toilet grate, stripped the clothes off 
Mr. Wingo’s lifeless body and threw a suicide smock on Mr. Wingo’s back.  Mr. Wingo was in 
obvious need of medical attention.  Any lay person could have seen that Mr. Wingo needed help.  
As Mr. Wingo’s guardian at the time, the CCADC officers had a responsibility to provide Mr. 
Wingo medical care but instead coldly dumbed him to die.  Criminal.   

 
Mr. Wingo should have never been in the padded cell.  He was a medical patient in need 

of care.  He did not display any risk of harm to himself or others.  He was simply in medical 
distress and needed help.   

 
The CCADC has policies and procedures for when a detainee can enter a padded cell. 

Forms and evaluations must be completed before someone can be placed in a padded cell.  (See 
enclosed CCADC Close Observation Forms.)  None of these officers or medical staff completed 
the required forms to place Mr. Wingo in the padded cell.  Mr. Wingo did not meet the 
requirements to be placed in a padded cell.  It was criminal to place Mr. Wingo’s lifeless body into 
the padded cell.    Major Branson Harris, Sergeant Charles Gordon and Deputy Mejia’s conduct 
all satisfy the elements of manslaughter at the very least, possibly more serious charges to be 
determined by your office.   

 
It is important to remember that the CCADC is a detention center, not a prison.  The 

CCADC is responsible for detaining many individuals charged, but not yet found guilty of crimes.   
Under our laws these individuals are innocent until proven guilty.  They are entitled due process 
under the United States Constitution and the Georgia Constitution.  Due process requires 
individuals charged with crimes to receive appropriate medical care.   

 
The medical staff at the CCADC have been entrusted by the Georgia Board of Nursing and 

the public to provide quality healthcare without judgment.  The CCADC officers have been 
entrusted to safely house detainees charged with crimes so that they can have their day in court in 
pursuit of justice.   
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The medical staff and CCADC officers act as guardians for detainees who are not allowed 
to make every day medical decision for themselves.  A parent, as guardian of a child, is responsible 
for the child and cannot neglect his/her responsibility to obtain medical care for a sick child in 
obvious distress.  The CCADC medical staff and CCADC officers, as guardians of detainees, also 
cannot neglect their responsibility to provide medical care to a sick detainee in obvious distress. A 
parent who neglects his/her sick child and allows that child to die is guilty of a crime and possibly 
murder.  The CCADC medical staff and CCADC officers allowing a sick detainee in obvious 
medical distress to die is equally criminal.   

 
We trust that you will genuinely consider our request to re-open the investigation into Kevil 

Wingo’s death.  In support of the family’s request, we enclose a USB with the following documents 
and media: 

 
1. CCADC March 6, 2020 Document Production of Criminal Investigation; 
2. Kevil Wingo’s Infirmary Medical Records; 
3. Wellstar Kennestone Kevil Wingo Medical Records; 
4. Elevator, Infirmary and Corridor Videos; 

a. Elevator south 1 - 09-28-19 23.45.00 
b. Elevator south 2 - 09-28-19 23.10.00 
c. Nurse-Station-3-L136 - 09-28-19 23.45.00 
d. Nurse-Station-3-L136 - 09-29-19 06.00.00 – View 1 
e. Nusre-Station-3-L136 - 09-29-19 06.00.00 – View 2 
f. Corridor-L132 - 09-29-19 07.45.00 
g. Inf. Ext. HCs 16,17,18 - 09-29-19 07.40.00 
h. Inf. Ext. Pad 18A - 09-29-19 07.45.00 

5. Nurse Annaleen Visser CCSO Video Interview (VOB File); 
6. Nurse Natalie Chance CCSO Interview; 
7. Nurse Yvette Burton CCSO Interview; 
8. Nurse Shanna Griffith CCSO Interview; 
9. Nurse Kelly Jones CCSO Interview; 
10. Lab Technician Tiffany Womack CCSO Interview; 
11. Secretary Tiana Davis CCSO Interview; 
12. Deputy Appleby CCSO Interview; 
13. Deputy McPhee Audio and Video (VOB File) CCSO Interview; 
14. Deputy Marshall Audio and Video (VOB File) CCSO Interview; 
15. Internal Jail Call Recordings; 
16. Wingo Autopsy Report; 
17. CCADC Close Observation Forms; and 
18.  Wingo Case Documentary. 
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Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 
 

Very truly, 
 

      GARDNER TRIAL ATTORNEYS 
 
 
 
      Timothy J. Gardner 
 
 
Enclosure 
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