
 Midwest Horse Trekkers Club 

Murchison Trek 2018 

At Midwest Horse Trekkers Club, we have been discussing holding a trek in 2018 as our last 

long trek was our Chapman Valley ride which was held in 2016. A ride along the Murchison, 

starting at Berringarra Station, was suggested during a ride in April 2017 and this was 

followed up with a visit to Berringarra Station in October 2017. 

We have also contacted and visted the owners and managers of the neighbouring stations 

who are all very supportive of holding a trek in the area and therefore our club decided to go 

ahead with a trek in 2018. The local advice was this trek could occur anytime, however, the 

advice we received was May would be the best time as this was not too hot or too cold.  

Vegetation would also be pretty good if there is reasonable summer rainfall through the 

catchment. 

Our club decided to accept this advice and have have now set the date for this trek as May 7 

2018.  Riders are to assemble at Beringarra Station on Sunday May 6, to be ready for riding 

out on Monday May 7. We will follow the Murchison River to Moorarie and Mt Gould Stations, 

returning to Beringarra Station on May16. We anticipate riding 240 kms over 10 days.  We 

have a planned a rest day where we will be at Mt Gould and there will be an opportunity to 

have a shower. 

This will be a progressive trek with meals cooked around the campfire each evening.  All 

requirements horses and riders will be carried on the support vehicles.  Although this is a 

progressive trek the support vehicles will only need to carry 2-3 days of supplies as it is 

feasible to call into the homestead very 2-3 days to stock up on perishable food and horse 

feed. 
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We will have 2 support vehicles.  One vehicle will pull our camp trailer and carry food for 

people. The other will carry riders personal items, horse gear and horse feed. 

The next step will be to prepare a detailed budget for this ride and I will complete this over 

the Christmas break and forward to interested riders in the New Year. In the meantime I have 

worked on our experience with our Chapman Valley ride in 2016 a very rough budget would 

suggest the cost would be around $540 per rider  This would cover the cost of meals for 

support crew and 10 riders, support vehicles and food for horses. The cost would decrease if 

more than 10 riders participated in the ride.  

 

Our experience with the Chapman Valley trek was if we can start buying our requirements 

early, there are significant savings to be made. To do this effectively we need to know how 

many riders to cater for and therefore ask trekkers to advise me if they intend participate on 

this ride. Nominate by February 15 with a deposit of $100 and balance due by March 30. 

Catering 

A menu will be prepared and ingredients purchased for all riders and support crew. All dishes 

will be suitable for cooking on a campfire. 

We will not be having a dedicated cook on this ride and therefore riders will be required to 

be rostered on for preparation of our evening meal and clean up each day.  Riders will be 
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required to prepare their own lunch each day and carry on horseback when support crew 

are unable to meet us for lunch. 

Horse Feed 

We discussed the nutritional requirements for horses walking or trotting between 20 – 40 

kilometres per day with a nutritionist prior to our Chapman Valley trek. The ration we came 

up with is : 

 Clayton Pellets.  The Clayton Pellet is produced by Thomson and Redwood and 

was chosen because it is a low starch pellet that has a high energy value. This will 

provide our horses with the energy they require without stirring up those horses 

that are sensitive to cereal starches. These pellets also contain minerals and 

electrolyte. 

 Hay.  Main requirement for a horse is fibre and we will be using oaten hay. 

Disadvantage of hay is it takes time to chew for horse to digest. We therefore give 

horse access to hay at night.  

 Oaten Chaff. Chaff is a useful form of fibre (Most chaff is made from hay so has 

the same nutritional benefit). The benefit of chaff is it can be eaten quickly as the 

straw has been cut and therefore requires less chewing by the horse. We feed 

some chaff with the pellets in morning and evening as there is less time for 

consume the food. 

 Lucerne Chaff. Lucerne Chaff is added the ration as it gives a bit of variety and 

there are some horses that benefit from having this in their ration. 

Horses 

The ground we will be riding over will vary from soft when riding in the Murchison River and 

creeks, to hard and rock when riding on farm tracks. Horses will therefore need to be shod 

or have appropriate hoof protection. Please bring spare shoes and nails.  I can trim horses 

feet and attach shoe to horses feet and am prepared to replace a shoe if one is lost during 

the trek. 

We will be camping in remote areas on stations so it will be necessary for horses to be 

contained in portable electric yards and hobbled at night. Please ensure horses are 

comfortable with this handling at home as this will make it easier for it to adapt to this 

routine while on the trek. 

What to bring 

Space will be limiting so please think about what is necessary to bring along on the trek. 

Every thing will need to be packed and tied down each day before we ride out. 

Collapsible buckets are good. Bethny Armstrong found a supplier of canvas buckets a few 

years ago and several members have purchased these.  We have found them to be very 

durable and practical. 
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The buckets that are most inconvenient are the hard plastic ones with a metal handle.  These 

vary in shape and size and are therefore difficult to stack and tie down. Soft “squasable” 

plastic buckets are manageable as they can have heavy objects placed on them and they are 

secure and bounce back to shape.  

We need to be practical with what we bring so we can provide for our horses yet be able to 

stack our possessions easily on the trailer each day. Please give me a call if you need to 

clarify what is suitable to bring along on the trek. 

I look forward to catching up on the trek. 

 

Tony Gray 
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Murchison Trek 2018 
Date:  8 May 2018 – 17 May 2018 
Ride Coordinator:  Tony Gray    
Mobile 0427 080 694    
Email  tonygray@wn.com.au   

Surname:  First Name:  

Address  

  PCode: 

Phone: Home: Mob: Fax: Work: 

Email:                                                                                    @ 

 

First Aid Certificate Held YES  / NO Must be Current Date of Expiry:      /         / 

Medical Conditions &/or Allergies  

Current Medications & Supplements  

Doctors Name & Address  

Emergency 
Contact Details:                      

Name:  Relationship: 

Address:  

Phone Numbers Home: Mob: Work: 

 

 Club Fees: Member  Fee Rider / Driver  Deposit $100.00 

 Estimated cost $540  $ 

Cost to be finalised by March 1 
2018 

$ $ 

TOTAL PAID $ 

  ATHRA  Rider Rego No.  Club:  

BSB 633-000  Account Number: 144483195   REF = SURNAME Ride name 
 

 Declaration and signature  
 I wish to apply to participate, as indicated by fees paid above, in the “MIDWEST HORSE TREKKERS CLUB 

INC”.  

 I authorise the person listed above as emergency contact to be notified of any emergency deemed serious 
by the MHTC club committee or ride organiser.  

 I agree to abide by the ATHRA Code of Conduct and the Club’s Standing Rules.  

 I acknowledge that I have been strongly advised by the Midwest Horse Trekkers Club Inc (hereafter 
referred to as MHTC) to wear protective head wear complying with the Australian Standard NZ 3838 while 
mounted or driving a horse in organised Club events. I further acknowledge and agree that I will save 
MHTC and its officials harmless from any responsibility for any head injury sustained by me if despite the 
advice of the MHTC I make a personal decision not to wear the recommended protective head wear while 
mounted or driving a horse during an organised Club event.  

 By signing this form I understand that the Recreational Services about to be sold to me as set out in the 
LIABILITY WAIVER FORM (on reverse) may cause me and / or my dependants personal injury or death. By 
signing this agreement I understand that I and my dependants waive our rights to sue the Provider for 
losses relating to my and or my dependants personal injury or death that result from any negligence 
caused by the Provider.  

 
Signed ………………………………………. Date …………..Guardian Signature ……....………………………. Date …........... 


