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Change is much like a river that's 
flowed along peacefully for many 
years. Then suddenly, it rains heav-
ily for 10 days and turns the river 
into a raging torrent, sweeping all 
away in its path. When the rain fi-
nally stops and the flood subsides, 
the old growth has gone and there's 
a lot of new fertile land waiting to 
be farmed. - Tom Southern 
 
Every New Year brings with it the 
promise of change and with change 
comes both the reflection of the 
past and preparation for the future. 
This year marks The Lighthouse’s 
50th year anniversary of service in 
the community. Throughout this 
year you can expect to see and hear 
some remarkable stories of how 
God has used the ministry of The 
Lighthouse to transform lives and 
to build His kingdom.  
 
 

At the top of this newsletter you’ll 
see our new Lighthouse logo with 
the statement ‘Helping People, 
Changing Lives.’ It is a simple 
statement but a powerful mission. 
In many ways The Lighthouse has 
thrived off constantly changing and 
adapting to community needs, and 
this past year has been no different.  
 
Reflecting on the transition from 
the old year into the new, a remark-
able story of change comes to mind. 
In early December, The Lighthouse 
had the pleasure of partnering with 
Aphasia Institute located in North 
York. This partnership made way 
for members of Aphasia Institute to 
volunteer their time and skills in 
packaging food for the food bank, 
prepping Christmas hampers for 
clients, and serving during our an-
nual Christmas luncheon for the  
Neighbourhood Ministry. What was 
unique about these enthusiastic      

volunteers was that they are all 
learning to navigate life and com-
munity while living with Aphasia.  
 
“Aphasia is a condition that is usu-
ally the result of a stroke or brain 
injury, but may also be caused by 
other neurological conditions such 
as dementia or brain tumours. 
Aphasia can affect an individual's 
ability to communicate (talking and 
understanding), as well as the abil-
ity to read and write.” – National 
Aphasia Institute. Often in life the 
concept of change is one that is 
avoided and dreaded by most. 
However, it is inspiring to see that 
while these volunteers face a new 
change and challenge - learning to 
live with Aphasia after a stroke or 
brain injury - they are strong in em-
powering themselves to seek out 
opportunities for new growth.  
 
 Article continued on page 3. . . 
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Theody Corton is an Ad-
ministrative Assistant at 
the Research and Educa-
tion Department of the 
Christian Labour Associa-
tion of Canada (CLAC).  
Theody was born in the 
Philippines and grew up 
as a devote Roman Catho-
lic. Theody graduated 
with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Chemistry, and 
while pursuing a Master 
of Science at the Univer-
sity of the Philippines, she 

got involved in a bible study where she surrendered her life 
to Jesus Christ. She joined the Christian Reformed Church 
(CRC) in the Philippines and served as a deaconess from 
1980-1990. Theody also worked with the Philippine Coun-
cil for Agriculture Research and the Philippine Rice Re-
search Institute. She landed in Ottawa as an immigrant 
from the Philippines with her late husband in December 
2000 and later moved to Toronto in October 2009.  

In Toronto, Theody joined Grace CRC in Scarborough, 
where she served as an Executive Elder from 2012-2015. 
Simultaneously she worked part-time as Diaconal Ministry 
Developer for Classis Toronto. Theody is currently attend-
ing the Maranatha CRC in Cambridge, where she is fol-
lowing her passion in the demonstration of the love of 
Christ through holistic ministry.     

  
 

 
Ed Boekee works for  the Royal Bank of Canada, as a 
computer programmer (Senior Systems Technical Ana-
lyst) with programming expertise in mainframe. Ed is 
happily married, with one son currently in high school. 
Ed and his family are current and active members at All 
Nations Christian Fellowship, which grew out of a Bible 
Study at the Lighthouse and currently meets in its build-
ing on Bathurst St. in Toronto. Ed has previously served 
on the Church Council of All Nations and is currently 
acting as Treasurer.   

 

Ed has been a 

supporter of the 

Lighthouse for 

many years and 

was on the 

Board of Direc-

tors in the late 

1980’s and early 

90’s. He joyful-

ly served as 

Treasurer of the 

Board, as well 

as with the Neighbourhood Committee, and with the 

Hispanic Program. Presently, Ed is excited to find ways 

for both The Lighthouse and for 

All Nations to strengthen their 

partnership and ministries.  

 

To everyone who has supported and 
participated in past events hosted 

by The Lighthouse!  

Annual Dinner and Auction  $23,429 

Benefit Concert  $3,576 

  Ride Refuge  $7,498 

  Coldest Night of the Year $11,000 + 

 
   

 

Introducing Our New Board Members 

 
Every Cookie Counts! 
 

The grade 3-4 Sunday School 
class from First Christian Reformed Church in Toronto 
raised more than $350 by selling backed goods after church 
one Sunday in March.  They are thrilled, and so is The 
Lighthouse. Thanks for this creative fundraising initiative! 

Celebration Service    
April 22, 2018 
   @ 6:30pm 

First Toronto Christian  
Reformed Church 
67 Taunton Rd,  
ON M4S 2P2 
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Neamin Haileab - Seneca College 
Social Service Worker - Immigrants and Refugees Pro-

gram  
 

"The Lighthouse has helped expand my awareness of how a 
community centre works and what really goes into running 
a program well. I also feel that my placement here at The 

Lighthouse has been eye-opening. Working here has helped 
dispel a lot the stigma you hear about those who use a food 

bank or meal program."  

Introducing Our New Placement Students 

Suzy Laz - Seneca College 
Social Service Worker - Immigrants and Refugees Program  

“As a new placement student I was nervous about starting at the 
Lighthouse and I was not sure what to expect at my workplace. 
However, I was surprised by how welcoming staff and volun-

teers were! So far I’ve really enjoyed working with clients in the 
food bank and my placement has been a great learning  

experience.” 

Kirsti Smith - Seneca College 
Social Service Worker - Immigrants and Refugees Program  

“Coming in to this placement position, I was not sure what to 
expect. It's been quite an experience seeing what you learn in 

school come to life in a bustling community centre. Working in 
the middle of the food bank or meal program has helped me real-
ize how much goes into running these services well. I find these 

experiences very useful and informative for my professional 
growth in the Social Service Work Field." 

Continued from page 1… 

 
“We’re thankful for this opportunity to volunteer through The Lighthouse. A 
lot of our members find it difficult to transition into society and community 
after being diagnosed with Aphasia. It really helps that our members are 
able to find ways to give to others by serving here at The Lighthouse. It’s 
been a really great way to slowly get them back into community and it really 
boosts self-confidence.” – Fatima Cabral (Aphasia Volunteer Supervisor) 
 
Volunteers from the institute proved that with change comes promise of new 
partnerships and new opportunities to grow and be leaders within the com-
munity. Partnering with Aphasia Institute proved to be a rewarding experi-
ence for everyone involved and we are looking forward to working with 
Aphasia Institute members throughout this year.  

  
 
 

50th Anniversary Events  
 

Celebration Dinner  
 June 2018 

Dessert Social  
July 2018 

BBQ Social  
 August 2018 
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Board of Directors 
 
Ed Boekee 
Theody Corton 
Harley Dekker 
Adrian Helleman 
Juan Rojo  
Jeanette Romkema (Chair) 
Fadi Sharaiha 
Marieke Vandekolk 
Roger Visser 
 

Staff 
 

Rev. Rob Datema 
Executive Director   
 

Tabitha Eastman 
Administration Coordinator 
 

Tracy Nguyen  
Vietnamese Assistant 
 

Madeley Perez  
Hispanic Assistant 
 

Samia Saad  
Psychotherapist and Hispanic    
Program Director 
 

Thuy Tran 
Psychotherapist and Vietnamese 
Program Director 
 

Helping People / Changing Lives 
Thank you for being partners with us in this ministry. 

 

 Yes, I would like to help with a donation of $ ________________________ 

□ Cheque enclosed 

□ Visa/MasterCard #______________ ______________ ______________ ______________      
      

     Expiry Date ___________________ 
 

 Name____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Address __________________________________________________________________ 
 

 City_________________________________ Postal Code_________________________ 
 

Other Ways to Help-Contact us for details 

□ PAR (PreAuthorized Remittance) 
□ Monthly Visa or MasterCard donation - makes it easy for you and for us 

□ Canada Helps on line at www.canadahelps.org 

□ Giving through Christian Stewardship Service 

□ United Way Payroll Deduction - just provide our CRA # and address 

□ Matched Corporate Giving - many companies match employee donations 
 

 
Receipts will be issued in the New Year.  Canada Revenue Agency #13036 3740 RR0001 

Please mail your contribution to: 
 

The Lighthouse  
1008 Bathurst Street 

Toronto ON  M5R 3G7 

 
On March 1st, I attended a Christian Stewardship Services 
(CSS) Will Clinic hosted by Toronto District Christian High 
School (TDCH) and The Lighthouse. It was an opportunity to 
share with those who attended how their Will can benefit their 
family and the charities they support. Many gained new in-
sights into the importance of a Will, how to maximize this 
tool and when to create one.  
 
Make today the day you write or renew your Will.  
 
Also, this month The Lighthouse is offering their annual Free Income Tax Clinics 
to help people with their tax returns. Some are excited to have their Tax Returns 
completed while others are concerned about when they will receive their benefits 
such as HST, Child Benefits Credit or Trillium Benefits. This is a valuable ser-
vice The Lighthouse has been offering for 28 years.  
 
Who do you know that may need some help with their taxes?  
 
Last but of great importance, this year The Lighthouse is celebrating 50 years of 
blessings and ministry! Through God’s grace and your generous support, we have 
much to be grateful for.  
 
How will you join us in this celebration?  
 
 Join us on April 22th for a special church service at First CRC, Toronto  
 Check out our Facebook “Monday Memories” photos 
 Send us stories about your experiences as Board, staff, volunteer or client. 

 
Thank you for your support. Thank you for cherishing this legacy ministry.  

From Rob’s Desk 


