
nity were honored, who 
have helped the credit 
union or had a positive 
effect on the community 
at large.

The program began 
with Mistress of Cer-
emony Demetria M. 
Simpson: President and 

CEO of LMHA. Bishop 
Duane C. Tisdale gave 
the opening prayer and 
Pastor Timothy Pett-
away Sr. delivered the 
welcome. Jessica La-
Valley spoke on the 
credit union’s motto, 
‘Building Better Futures’, 

and credit union mem-
ber Norman Corggens 
gave a testimony about 
his personal experience 
with the credit union,

Next Suzette Cowell: 
CEO of The Toledo Ur-
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Nine honored at Toledo Urban Federal Credit 
Union’s 23rd Annual Appreciation Banquet
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(L-R) Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union Associates Dionne Furr, Su-
zette Cowell: Founder CEO/ Treasurer, Bishop Duane C. Tisdale, and 
Reginald Coley get ready for the big night.
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Representing The House of Day Funeral Service at the 
banquet was (L-R) Greg and Jonett Palmer with Michael 
and Alison Day.
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(L-R) Calvin Brown, Rev. James H. and First Lady Linnie Wil-
lis of St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church and Alvin Brown 
enjoy the evening at the Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union 
Appreciation Banquet.

Today’s Toledo Urban 
Federal Credit Union is 
an idea that started as a 
mere dream that eventu-
ally became a reality. This 
dreaming began when 
Suzette Cowell the current 
CEO of The Toledo Urban 
Federal Credit Union was 
working Cowell noticed 
some banking practices 
she didn’t agree with ac-
cording to certain stan-
dards. 

One of those practic-
es was not engaging in 
banking services to any-
one who lived in zip code 
43607. She thought this 
was strange since 43607 is 
one of the city’s largest zip 
code and runs the gamete 
as far as personal wealth. 
It consisted of a combina-
tion of low to considerably 
high income households. 
There were African-Amer-
ican professional, such as 
teachers, doctors, lawyers, 
a sitting city judge, the as-
sistant superintendent of 
Toledo Public Schools, a 
real estate magnet, prom-
inent local pastors, Toledo 
firemen, city employees, 
successful entrepreneurs 
and scores of financially, 
stable, two income fam-
ilies. The main common 
thread between them 
was that they were all Af-
rican-Americans. Their 
personal incomes or credit 
scores didn’t seem to mat-
ter to this institution. The 
only thing that mattered 
was the color of their skin. 
This was truly redlining re-
visited in a different form.

Ms. Cowell wanted to 
make a difference so she 
used her free time to do 
research on her dream. 
While doing this research 
she read a book that 
showed her how to open 
a credit union from square 
one to completion. After 
reading that she was off 
and running.

She formed a commit-
tee of community activists, 
who believed in her dream 

including her pastor Bish-
op Duane C. Tisdale of 
Friendship Baptist Church. 
He had previously sought 
her advice on choosing a 
financial institution for his 
church. All of the commit-
tee members understood 
and became dedicated 
to the mission set be-
fore them. Together they 
forged ahead facing the 
yes and the no’s, the ups 
and downs, the rejections 
and approvals until finally 
on July 21, 1996 The To-
ledo Urban Federal Credit 
Union officially opened its 
doors to the public. Behold 
the dream was fulfilled and 
the membership in the 
credit union took off like a 
rocket going to the moon.

To celebrate this accom-
plishment and thank the 
community for their contin-
ued support, they held its 
23rd Annual Appreciation 
Banquet on November 23, 
2019 at the Seagate Cen-
ter in downtown Toledo.

About 400 people at-
tended the event, and nine 
people, from the commu-

By Michael Daniels 
Toledo Journal Staff 
Reporter

continued on page 2
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2019 Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union Honorees were (front L-R) Theresa M. Gabriel, Monica 
Armstrong, Lindsay Webb, and Alexis Means. (Back L-R) Andrew Kinsey, Douglas A. Keetion, 
Jeffrey White, Jerel E. Harris, and William Ellis, Jr.



ban Federal Credit Union 
introduced this year’s 
honorees and presented 
them with a gift bags ac-
colades for their commu-
nity service. The honorees 
were, Monica Armstrong, 
William Ellis Jr., Theresa 
M. Gabriel, Jerel E. Har-
ris-Tisdale, Douglas A. 
Keetion, Andrew Kinsey,
Alexis Means, Lindsay 
Webb, and Jeffrey White.

Monica Armstrong is 
a manger of Distribution 
Operations at the Toledo 
Processing of Distribution 
Center of Toledo. Her in-
novated concepts, positive 
motivational practices, and 
employee engagement 
techniques have guided 
her employees to succeed 
year after year, ranking 
Toledo Processing Center 
as among the best in the 
nation. 

William Ellis Jr is a native 
Toledoan and a graduate 
of Scott High School. He 
attended Wright State Uni-
versity and  The University 
of Toledo majoring in Jour-
nalism. He was a staff writ-
er for The Toledo Journal 
for three years before tran-
sitioning into acting, script 
writing and directing. He is 
a long-time contributor of 
the Toledo Urban Federal 
Credit Union and accredits 

all his success in life to Je-
sus Christ.

Jerel E. Harris-Tisdale, 
a graduate of Rogers 
High School and  the son 
of Bishop Duane and 
Lady Thelma Tisdale. He 
is a member of Friendship 
Baptist Church where he 
serves in the ministry of 
teaching and security and 
is a member of the so-
cial-political organization 
known as the ‘Movement.’ 
He had been a member of 
the Toledo Urban Federal 
Credit Union since it’s in-
terception.

Douglas A. Keetion is 
a Master Hair Stylist and 
the Founder, as well as, 
co-owner of Studio 32Nine 
Salon Suites and Spa. He 
too is a graduate of Scott 
High School and a is Hon-
orably discharged veteran 
of the U.S. Army. He has 
been a licensed cosme-
tologist for over 25 years.  
His personal beliefs are 
God first, family second, 
and job third.

Andrew Kinsey, an 
Emmy-Award winning 
journalist and is a mem-
ber of the National Asso-
ciation of Black Journal-
ists. He is best known to 
us as the evening news 
anchor on WTOL Chan-
nel 11 and its Fox affili-
ate WUPW channel 36. 
Originally from Atlanta 
GA. He is a graduate of 
Clark Atlanta Universi-
ty where he earned his 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Speech Communi-
cations. He also has a 
Master’s Degree from 
Central Michigan Uni-
versity. 

Alexis Means has been 
here with us here in Toledo 
as a member of the 13abc 
Action News Team since 
2001. Known for her in-
depth reporting, she has 
received awards and hon-
ors from the Associated 
Press along with several 
regional Emmy nomina-
tions. In 2017, she was 
awarded the prestigious 
Edward R. Murrow Award, 
alongside photojournalist 
Todd Gaertner, for their 
story ‘Waging War on Her-
oin.’ She is a graduate of 
Hampton University earn-
ing a degree in Mass Me-
dia Arts. She is originally 
from Pittsburgh Pennsyl-
vania, 

Theresa M. Gabriel,  
graduate of Scott High 
School, has served in the 
public sector for several 
years. In 2016, she was 
given an award for her 50 
years of volunteering with 
the NAACP. In the city, she 
has also served as Dep-
uty Director for the Lucas 
County Board of Elections, 
Toledo City Council mem-
ber, just to name a few. 
Ms. Gabriel also has years 
of business experience 
working with local labor 
unions and community 
service organizations. 

Lindsay Webb, Lucas 
County Treasurer, who 

oversees $600 million in 
real estate taxes every 
year. Before her current 
position, she served on 
the Toledo City Council for 
District 6 for eight years. 
Mrs. Webb is also the 
Chair of the Lucas County 
Land Bank and she holds 
a Juris Doctor from the 
University of Toledo Col-
lege of Law. 

Jeffrey White is the 
president of Local 2092 
(AFGE) American Feder-
ation of Government Em-
ployees. He also served 
seven years in the U.S. 
Army and worked at the 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs as a registered 
nurse for over 27 years. 
He recalls many years ago 
when his life was in trou-
ble and The Toledo Urban 
Federal Credit Union and 
his pastor, Bishop Duane 
C. Tisdale of Friendship
Missionary Baptist church
helped him get it togeth-

er. He said. “Suzette and 
credit union showed me 
another way to live and 
how to get my finances 
in orde,r along with oth-
er life lessons, and it was 
the greatest thing that ever 
happen to me. I learned it 
at The Toledo Urban Fed-
eral Credit Union!” 

This was followed by 
the invocation by Reg-
inald Coley of Friend-
ship, and then dinner 
was served. After din-
ner, Edwin Marbrey, a 
credit union founder, 
NAACP President Ray 
Woods and Tina Butts 
introduced the evenings 
special guest, R&B sing-
er and song writer, How-
ard Hewett.

Following his R&B soul 
singer love making ses-
sion on the dance floor he 
switched and sang the hit 
songs the popular group 
Shalamar, where he was 
the lead singer. He trans-
ported everyone back in 
time to when Shalamar 
was king and riding high 
at the on top of the music 
charts.

Hewett ended his show 
with his self-pinned con-
temporary gospel hit, ‘Say 
Amen,’ a beautiful song 
about faith, inspiration and 
the glory of God. The pow-
erful lyrics and story in this 
song touched everyone’s 
heart and soul. This was 
a appropriate number for 
him to preformed at the 
end of his show. He fin-
ished this number to a 
standing ovation from the 
adoring crowd. This was 
a fitting ending to his won-
derful performance and to 
a wonderful night for ev-
eryone over all. All anyone 
could say after all that was, 
Amen!
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Nine honored at Toledo Urban Federal Credit 
Union’s 23rd Annual Appreciation Banquet
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Also enjoying the evening at the Toledo Urban 
Federal Credit Union Appreciation Banquet 
was (L-R) Donna Harris, James Temple, and his 
daughter Jamee Temple.

continued from page 1
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Attending the banquet to support the Toledo 
Urban Federal Credit Union was Bishop Chester 
Trail ( back third from the right) and his family.
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Honoree Theresa M. Gabriel (seated center) and 
her family at this year’s Toledo Urban Federal 
Credit Union Appreciation Banquet.
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The musical guest for 
this year’s banquet 
was Howard Hewett.

Taren White with his father Honoree Jeffery 
White.
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Ongoing Events 
Lucas County Children Services 

2019 Holiday Gift Drive
Gift collection  Now  and runs 
through December 20, 2019

December 7th
Toy-A-Thon Scheduled
On Saturday, in the Food Court of Franklin 

Park Mall, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. the effort will 
collect  new, unwrapped toys; clothes; and 

monetary donations to help LCCS children 
and families  celebrate the holidays.

December 12th
Downtown Toy Drop Scheduled

On Thursday, parking lot at 730 North Sum-
mit St. from 6 a.m. until 7 p.m.  Everyone is 
encouraged to drive through and donate a 
new, unwrapped toy to the LCCS drive.

Every Third Wednesday
Lucas County Human Trafficking 

Coalition
and Social Justice Institute

Anyone interested in joining,  meet at Kent 
Branch Library, 3101 Collingwood Blvd., from 
9:15 a.m. until 11 a.m.

Every Saturday
Glass City Church of Christ

Free Meal
Soup kitchen now open at  901 Hoag.  

Hours:  1:00-2:00 pm every Saturday.   We 
are reaching out to individuals and families 
in need of a free meal.  Please see our Face-
book page for menu items and any updates.  

Auditions for the Toledo Repertoire 
Theatre's

Auditions for "A Raisin in the Sun"
By Lorraine Hansberry.  Directed by Irina 

Zaurov.  Lookiing for strong African American 
Actors!  December 19 and 21 from 6:30-8:30 
pm at the Rep. Show will take place from 
February 28-March 8, 2020.  8 Male roles 
from ages 20ish-50 years old, and one boy 
10-12 years (not tall), 4 female roles from 20 
ish-65 years old.

Now Thru Dec. 21st
Every Friday and Saturday

Ritter Planetarium showing holiday 
programs on full dome for kids

The University of Toledo Ritter Planetarii-
um is showing "The Alien Who Stole Christ-
mas" and "Santa's Secret Star" in full dome 
for children throughout the holiday season.  
"The Alien Who Stole Christmas" is featured 
7:30 p.m. on Fridays through Dec. 20.  "San-
ta's Secret Star" is featured 1 p.m. Saturdays 
through Dec. 21.  Admission to the programs 
is $7 for adults and $5 for children, senior cit-
izens and  UToledo community members.  All 
children younger than four are FREE.  Doors 
will open 30 minutes prior to the show.

Now  Thru Dec. 31st
The Toledo Zoo

Lights Before Christmas
Sun - Thurs 3 - 8pm, Fri - Sat 3 - 9 pm.  p.m. 

in the Gardens.  Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas Day, Now open for Lights from 3 - 8pm, 
park will close at 9pm.  New Yer's Eve, open 
all day from 10 am - 8pm.  Lights on at 3 
p.m., park closing at 9 p.m.  With over one 
million lights, the award-winning Big Tree and 
200 + illuminated animal images spread out 
across the electrical spectacle is sure to be 
both merry AND bright!  Ticket Prices:  Mem-
ber:  Mon - Thu: Unlimited Visits, Fri - Sun: 1 
FREE Weekend Visit.  Non-Member:  Adults 
- $20, Kids (2-11) & Senirs (60+) - $17.

Dec. 5th
Toledo Zoo

YPAC Holiday Howler
Young Professionals For Animals And Con-

servation.  YPAC is a goup of motivated 
and adventurous young professionals ages 

21-mid 40s with a passion to think globally
and volunteer locally on behalf of the natu-
ral world.  YPAC memberships are $25 per
person/year in addition to a Zoo membership.
Thurs. 5:30 - 7:30pm.  ProMedica Museum of
Natural History.  Registration closes Decem-
ber 4th at midnight.

Dec. 5th and Dec. 12th
Alzheimer’s Association to Hold 

2-Part Educational Series for
Caregivers 

Living with Alzheimer’s: Late Stage
The Alzheimer’s Association Northwest 

Ohio Chapter will hold a 2-part educational 
series for caregivers titled Living with Alzhei-
mer’s: Late Stage for families and community 
members impacted by the disease.

The series will be held Thursday December 
5 from 3pm - 4:45pm and Thursday Decem-
ber 12 from 3pm - 4:30pm. at Park Terrace 
Nursing and Rehab, 2735 Darlington Rd. in 
Toledo.In the late stage of Alzheimer’s, care-
giving typically involves new ways of con-
necting and engaging with the person with 
the disease. Join us for this two-part series 
and hear from caregivers and professionals 
as they discuss resources and tips for pro-
viding care for and making meaningful con-
nections with a person living with late-stage 
Alzheimer’s. “Please register online at alz.
org/CRF or call 1-800-272-3900.

Dec. 5th, 12th, 19th, & 26th
Toledo Zoo

Ice Carvings at Lights
Watch ice master pieces take shape right 

before your eyes in the Zoo's Main Plaza be-
ginning at 6 p.m., 2 Hippo Way, Toledo, Ohio 
43609

Dec. 6th, 7th, 14th, 20th, and 21st
Mystery of the Christmas Star 
returns to Lourdes University

 The Star of Bethlehem is part of every 
telling of the Christmas story. What was this 
Star and what was so remarkable that the 
wise men undertook the long journey across 
the desert from Babylon to Bethlehem? What 
sign did they see that made them expect the 
birth of a king?  Journey back 2000 years to 
Bethlehem and discover a scientific expla-
nation for the star the wise men followed to 
find the baby Jesus.  Admission prices for 
The Mystery of the Christmas Star are $5 for 
adults and $4 for children 12 and under.  the 
family-friendly shows are offered at 7:30 p.m. 
on the above dates.  Reservations are strong-
ly recommended.  For more information or to 
purchase tickets contact Dr. Laura Megeath, 
Appold Planetarium Coordinator, at planetar-
ium@lourdes.edu or call 419-517-8897.

Dec. 8th
Owens Community College 

FREE  Band Concert
Everyone is invited to attend a FREE Christ-

mas Band Concert presented by the Owens 
Community College Concert Band at 2:30pm 
on Sunday in the Center for Fine & Perform-
ing Arts Theater on the Owens Campus.  The 
program will feature selectons of popular 
Christmas music including medleys of carols, 
Leroy Anderson's "Sleigh Ride", and the "Pa-
rade of the Wooden Soldiers".  Other selec-
tions include the patriotic "Lest We Forget" 
honoring our veterans, a medley of music 
from the new movie "Mr. Rogers Neighbor-
hood", a saxophone solo, and much, much 
more.  Refreshments will be served shortly 
after the concert in the theater lobby, and the 
Cherry Street Mission Ministries will have a 
display and accept donations to support their 
work.  For more information please call Ow-
ens Community College Department of Fine 
& Performing Arts at 567-661-7081.

Dec. 15th
2019 City of Toledo

Holiday Tree Lighting Event

The 2019 City of Toledo Holiday Tree Light-
ing Event will be 3-7 p.m.  Sunday, at the Ot-
tawa Park Ice Rink.  The event is free and 
open to the public.  The activities include:

Free Open Skate, 3-7 p.m.
Ice Carving Demonstration, 3-5 p.m.
Food Trucks, 3-7 p.m.
Horse Carriage Rides, 3:30-5:30 p.m.
Tree Lighting, 6:05 p.m.
More information can be found at 

this link:  https://www.facebook.com/
events/501554320444371/

The city of Toledo supports the provisions 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you 
would like to request a reasonable accommo-
dation, please conatact Joahn Easler, ADA 
coordinator, at 419-245-1059.

Dec. 15th
The Toledo Interfaith MassChoir

Praise Gathering
"Pastors in Praise"

Sunday, @ 6:30 p.m.  Greater St. Mary's 
Baptist Church, 416 Belmont Avenue, Tole-
do, OH 43604.  Rev. Robert W. Lyons, Sr., 
Pastor.  You will miss a spiritual treat by The 
Choir, Guest and Pastors as soloists.  For 
more information you may call 419-241-7332, 
or 419-241-3330.

Dec. 20th Thru Dec. 21st
SquadGoals Presents:

She is:  THE WIZ
Friday, Decemeber 20th 6-8pm, and Sat-

urday, December 21st 6-8pm, at the Colling-
wood Arts Center, 2413 Collingwood Blvd, 
Toledo, OH.  Tickets available on eventbrite 
$5 for kids, $10 for adults.  Information con-
tact  Anique  Davis 419-705-9558.

Dec 24th & 25th
Toledo Zoo Holiday Hours

Lights Open 3 - 8p.m. on Christmas Eve., 
Admission gates open 3 - 8 p.m.  Park will 
close at 9 p.m.  Lights Open 3 - 8 p.m. on 
Christmas Day, Admission gates open 3 - 8 
p.m.  Park will close at 9 p.m., 2 Hippo Way,
Toledo, Ohio 43609.

Dec. 31st
Toledo Zoo

Noon Year's Eve
Ring in the new year at the stroke of 

...NOON!  Kids and families start the New 
Year a little early by committing to a reZOO-
lution and gathering for a celebration in the 
Main Plaza, complete with an apple juice 
toast and singing of  "Auld Lang Syne."  Event 
runs 11 a.m. - 1 p.m., 2 Hippo Way, Toledo, 
Ohio 43609.

Dec. 31st.
Toledo Zoo

New Year's Eve Hours
Zoo OPEN 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. on New Year's 

Eve.  admission gates open 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.  
Park will close at 9 p.m., 2 Hippo Way, Tole-
do, Ohio 43609.

Jan. 18th
Warren AME to hold A 

'Celebration of The Symphony of 
Arts'

Saturday, 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM.  Special 
Guest DJ Mpress.  You say you're working 
everything for my good, and I believe every 
word, cause even in the madness, there is 
peace.  Drowning out the voices all around 
us, through all of this chaos, you are writing 
a symphony.  Orchestra, String Ensembles, 
Dance, Drill, Step & Mime, Spoken Word, So-
loists, Duets & Choirs.  All are Welcomed!  To 
participate, contact:  Mr. Faulkner 419-885-
2889.  Questions?  Send email to:  Mrs. Saw-
yer @darlenesawyer25@yahoo.com.  Hosted 
by: Christian Education & Young People's Di-
vision Warren AME Church 915 Collingwood 
Blvd, Toledo, Ohio.  Rev. Oits J. Gordon, Jr., 
Senior Pastor.  Limited Vendor tables contact 
Mrs. Palmer 419-450-0165.  
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The Right to Vote Should Not Fall 
Victim to Artisan Battles 

(TriceEdneyWire.com) - The right 
to vote is fundamental to any democ-
racy. Protecting that right — and mak-
ing it easier to exercise it — ought to 
be a priority across partisan lines. In-
stead, in states across the country 
— particularly in the five years since 
the Supreme Court gutted the Voting 
Rights Act — it has become a pitched 
battle. 

The basic reality is clear: Repub-
licans, increasingly a party of old-
er, white voters, have chosen not to 
reach out to Hispanics, African Amer-
icans or the young, but instead seek 
ways to make it harder for them to vote 
— or for their votes to count. Backed 
by right-wing think tanks, Republican 
state legislators and governors push 
a slew of measures to suppress the 
vote of targeted populations.

These are increasingly chal-
lenged in courts and protested on 
the streets. Alabama, for example, 
is a state that is over one-fourth Af-
rican American. Yet it has had all 
white appellate court justices for a 
quarter-century. This was locked in 
by requiring at-large statewide elec-
tions for both appellate and Supreme 
Court judges instead of district elec-
tions where African American candi-
dates would have a good chance of 

being elected in some areas.
This practice — followed in Texas 

against Hispanic voters — is now 
being challenged in a lawsuit filed 
by the Alabama State Conference 
of the NAACP. At-large elections are 
only one of the tactics tried by the 
Republican power structure in Ala-
bama. Since the Supreme Court’s 
Shelby decision that ended federal 
pre-approval of voting rights chang-
es, Alabama has passed measures 
to require a photo ID to vote while 
seeking to close driver’s license offic-
es disproportionately in black areas. 
They sought to impose a “proof of cit-
izenship” mandate to register to vote 
in state and local elections.

Dozens of polling places were 
closed, disproportionately in areas 
with large African American popula-
tions. Get-outthe-vote efforts were 
made more difficult with the passage 
of a ban on financial transfers from 
one PAC to another, an act aimed 
at the leading organizations working 
on African American turnout, which 
got much of their revenue from oth-

er political entities. Alabama has also 
begun the process of purging the vot-
ing rolls. When the state legislature 
passed a measure giving felons who 
had served their sentences the right 
to vote, the state government refused 
to do anything to inform people that 
their rights had been restored. Some 
of these measures have been stalled 
by judicial decisions, but the effort to 
constrict the vote continues. 

Across the country, instead of mak-
ing voter registration automatic and 
adopting same-day registration, Re-
publican-led states are making regis-
tration harder. Instead of expanding 
days to vote, they are limiting them. 
Instead of encouraging voter reg-
istration drives, they are adopting 
various measures to criminalize the 
activities of voter registration groups. 
Partisan gerrymandering gets ever 
more sophisticated. Hackable voting 
machines pose a true threat of even 
getting an honest count. Closing poll-
ing stations forces some — again, 
disproportionately those from minori-
ty or poor districts —to travel longer 

and wait in long lines to vote. 
The only way to counter these mea-

sures is massive citizen mobilization 
— and to elect leaders who will make 
the right to vote a priority. In 2018, ef-
forts to restrict the right to vote over-
whelmed a voter turnout that was the 
highest since 1914. In 2020, with the 
fundamental direction of the country 
at stake, another record turnout is vi-
tal. Upon gaining the majority in the 
House of Representatives in 2018, 
Democrats immediately passed HR 
1, the most extensive election and 
democracy reform bill since the Vot-
ing Rights Act. Among other things, 
it would adopt same-day voter regis-
tration, limit the role of big money in 
elections, curb political gerrymanders 
and much more. That bill sits on the 
desk of Republican Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell, who won’t 
even allow it to come to a vote. If 
voters overcome the tricks and traps 
designed to make voting difficult and 
vote in large numbers in 2020, funda-
mental democratic reform is teed up 
to move.

BRACE YOURSELF 
As the Titanic was sinking 

after colliding with an iceberg 
in 1912, the poor among the 
passengers, trapped below 
deck, were drowning as the 
wealthy made their way to 
lifeboats. 

It is always the disadvan-
taged who suffer first and 
suffer the most. 

Since America has begun 
to sink after crashing into the 
Trump presidency, the disad-
vantaged in this country have 
begun to drown in the flood of 
white supremacy, patriarchy 
and other forms of hate-in-
spired abuse. 

But this is just the tip of the 
iceberg. 

The Trump presidency has 
polluted the federal courts 
with conservative judges bent 
on turning back the clock on 
women's rights, voting rights 

and every other civil right 
won through the hard-fought 
legal battles of the past 60 
years. And with the feder-
al courts being seeded with 
bigots of every stripe, it will 
be very difficult to reverse 
the momentum of this coun-
try's march backward into the 
moral desert that America is 
again becoming. 

The first waves of the in-
vasion against our humanity 
have begun. Those Ameri-
cans deemed “less deserv-
ing” are being victimized by 
bigoted schemes to strip 
away their voting rights. Peo-
ple of color seeking better 
lives by immigrating to this 
country are being denied en-
try in an obvious plot to keep 
America as white as possible. 

The disgrace of a man who 
continued on page 5

By Oscar Blayton
Wire Writer

By Jesse Jackson
Wire Writer
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lounges in the White House is the 
son of a Ku Klux Klan member, so 
should we expect any different? 

America is sinking like the Titanic 
and what can we do about it? One 
possible answer is that we become 
more self-reliant – politically, eco-
nomically and culturally. 

A crude poem found its way into 
Black culture just after the Titanic 
sank. It was during the height of the 
Jim Crow era and African Americans 
were being severely marginalized in 
the North and pushed back as close 
to the condition of slavery as possible 
in the South. The poem was “Shine.” 
Shine was the antithetical “Negro” of 
the early 20th century. In the ghet-
tos of Chicago and the cotton fields 
of Mississippi, Shine was known as 

a “Bad N*****” by people who, in an 
act of defiance, embraced a painful-
ly derogatory word and made it their 
own as an act of resistance. 

There are many versions of the 
poem, but in all, Shine is a lowly 
worker on the luxury liner when it be-
gins to sink. Being denied a seat on 

a lifeboat, he jumps overboard and 
begins to swim. The ship's captain 
pleads for Shine to save him, but 
Shine swims on. A rich white woman 
offers him forbidden sex to save her, 
but Shine swims on. He overcomes 
numerous dangers along the way, 
but by the time news of the Titanic 
reaches America, Shine is in a bar in 
Harlem enjoying a drink. 

This commentary is too short to 
cite all the metaphors in the poem 
illustrating the impediments con-
fronting African Americans, but the 
takeaway is that we must rely on 
ourselves. 

Many African Americans have 
dubbed the post civil rights era as the 
“Second Reconstruction” because of 
the doors that opened to us in edu-
cation and employment.  But that era 
is coming to a close. False friends 
and ineffectual allies will leave us 
to fend for ourselves. But we must 
persevere and continue to move for-
ward with our true friends and allies 
and our sense of self-reliance. 

Difficult days are ahead, but this 
is not a time for weeping and self-
pity. It is time to brace ourselves and 
throw everything we have into the 
struggle. 

BRACE YOURSELF 
continued from page 4

Don’t Let Predatory Lenders 
Rob Your Holiday Joy

After the nation gives thanks for its 
many blessings, the annual season of 
holiday joy begins with its barrage of 
celebrations both secular and spiritual 
that mark the season. Colorful deco-
rations and Christmas trees pop up at 
parades, concerts, parties and more 
as family and friends gather in good 
cheer.  

For many businesses, the holidays 
are also the difference between end-
ing the year in profits or in red ink. So 
there are also an abundance of adver-
tisements, circulars and commercials 
beckoning each of us to offer loved 
ones a special token of the season. 
From Black Friday discounts, to Cyber 
Monday sales, to the perennial Christ-
mas Eve bargain sales, merchants 
hope their cash registers will ring non-
stop this season.  

But the holiday season is also a time 
when predatory lenders offer entice-
ments to put more debt than money 
into your pockets. For unsuspecting 
consumers, it’s a temptation trapped 
in all kinds of packages that seem 
too good to pass by. In reality though, 
these deals are often a debt trap lead-
ing to a holiday financial hangover that 
can last well into the New Year.  

If you believe pre-paid debit cards 
are insurance against financial rip-offs, 
think again.

Some prepaid cards may be a helpful 
way to avoid overspending. But before 

paying cash for this convenient form 
of plastic, read all of the fine print that 
explains the terms and fees that come 
with its usage. Terms and options can 
and do vary significantly. Many include 
a range of fees from activation, to 
learning your current balances, reload-
ing monies and in some cases fees for 
inactivity. Some prepaid cards even 
use tricky tactics that allow consum-
ers to inadvertently overspend the val-
ue on the card and incur an overdraft 
fee. By the time all applicable fees are 
assessed, the amount of money actu-
ally available on that prepaid card can 
shrink and shortchange how far it can 
help on purchases. 

Another debt trap, overdraft fees, are 
marketed and sold as a ‘customer con-
venience’. Yet in truth, these fees can 
run up holiday bills that many consum-
ers will not know about until after New 
Year. Their trick is for the bank to ex-
tend credit when transactions exceed 
monies actually available in accounts – 
including debit card point-of-sale trans-
actions, and ATM withdrawals which 
banks could easily decline at no charge 
when consumers lack sufficient funds. 
Instead, some banks often accept the 
transaction, putting the customer in 
the red and charging a steep $35 per 
overdraft fee. Additionally, some banks 
alter the posting of transactions in an 
effort to maximize revenues. In 2017, 
customers of several large banks paid 
over $11 billion in overdraft fees in just 
one year.  

Consumers most vulnerable to these 
high-cost fees are those who have little 

or no cushion in their checking accounts. 
Consumers who may have accepted 
overdraft “coverage” still have a right to 
cancel the so-called costly service by di-
recting their institutions to remove it. 

“With abusive overdraft fees, fi-
nancial institutions take advantage of 
customers fighting desperately to stay 
afloat,” said Rebecca Borné, a senior 
policy counsel with the Center for Re-
sponsible Lending. “Ultimately, these 
fees drive many from the banking sys-
tem altogether and make reentry very 
difficult.”

Data from the Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporation (FDIC), back 
up Borné’s claim. Over half a million 
households who once had bank ac-
counts became unbanked— primarily 
due to high or unpredictable fees like 
overdraft. 

Other consumers, beckoned by the 
brightly-colored signs advertising “fast 
cash” or “bad credit? No problem”, 
should just keep walking or driving 
past storefronts of payday and car-ti-
tle loans. These predatory loans often 
lead to consumers paying more in in-
terest and fees than for the money bor-
rowed. They ultimately wind up costing 
consumers $8 billion in fees in states 
where they are legal. 

Research by the Center for Responsi-
ble Lending (CRL) has found that pred-
atory payday loans alone drain $4.1 
billion in fees from consumers annually 
-- borrowers who typically are unable to 
fully repay the original loan, usually due 
in two weeks’ time. With average annu-
al interest rates of 391%, three out of 
every four payday loans go to borrow-
ers with more than 10 loans a year.  

Although the typical payday loan av-
erages $357, a car title loan provides 
more cash, averaging about $1,000 but 
must be secured with an owned car as 
collateral. Failure to make on-time pay-
ments often leads to the loss of the ve-
hicle --even though the loan may only 
be a fraction of the vehicle’s marketable 
value.  While the lender holds on to a 
car title, the borrower is faced with tri-
ple-digit interest and, one of every five 
cases -- a whopping 20% percent -- end 
up losing their personal transportation.  

In recent years, activist ministers and 
clergy have emerged as some of the 
most vocal consumer advocates on 
payday and car-title loans. 

“American consumers are now in the 
death grip of a government that is not only 
deaf to the cries of the poor for fundamen-
tal economic justice, but this government 
is also blind to their merciless exploitation 
by payday lending traffickers,” said Rev. 
James T. Golden of Florida. 

“Consumers don’t need payday 
loans; they need financial stability,” 
added Rev. Dallas Lenear, Director 
of Project GREEN in Grand Rap-
ids. “And, payday loans keep them 
unstable. Scripture says, ‘Do not ex-
ploit the poor because they are poor...’ 
(Prov. 22:22) But, that is precisely what 
payday loans do.”

All forms of predatory lending bring 
the probability of robbing low-to-mod-
erate income consumers of their holi-
day joy. This holiday season try add-
ing a full measure of practical sense 
to help your dollars preserve the spirit 
and joy of the season – it only comes 
once a year! 

By Charlene Crowell
Wire Writer “With abusive overdraft 

fees, financial institutions 
take advantage of customers 
fighting desperately to stay 

afloat. Ultimately, these fees 
drive many from the banking 
system altogether and make 

reentry very difficult.

“

“America is sinking like the 
Titanic and what can we 
do about it? One possible 
answer is that we become 

more self-reliant – politically, 
economically and culturally. 

“



Special to the Trice 
Edney News Wire from 
Ethnic Media Services

( Tr i c e E d n e y W i r e .
com) - Within the African 
American community, 
the conversation about 
the upcoming 2020 cen-
sus ranges from ‘why 
bother’ to ‘we’re all in.’ 
Let’s speak to the ‘why 
bother’ question.

FAQ: Why should 
I bother with Cen-
sus2020? I filled out 
the census form the last 
time and I didn’t see any 
improvements in my 
neighborhood or com-
munity.

Answer: Whether or 
not you saw the im-
provements you expect-
ed, many benefits of 
the census still touched 
your life, your commu-
nity, and the people you 
love and care about – 
especially children.

If you have a sense 
of responsibility for the 
quality of life of children 
in your family or beyond, 
your participation in the 
census has a direct im-
pact. Over 200 federal 
programs derive reve-
nue from data gathered 
by the census. This list 
includes school lunch 
programs and the Wom-
en, Infants and Children 
Program (WIC) which 
provides direct mon-
etary assistance for 
low income pregnant 
women and new moth-
ers and their children. 
Other programs range 
from Section 8 Housing 
assistance to LIHEAP, 
the Low-Income Home 
Energy Assistance Pro-
gram. LIHEAP helps 
families pay heating bills 
and assists with repairs 

to furnaces, insulation 
and weatherization 
costs.

Without these pro-
grams, the cost of living 
for everyone in a neigh-
borhood, city, or county 
would be higher. Take 
LIHEAP as an exam-
ple. Without the finan-
cial subsidy to those in 
need, other ratepayers 

and customers like your-
self, would likely face an 
increase in monthly util-
ity bills.

Just consider the fund-
ing that assists with the 
cost of schools, teach-
ers, and education. The 
lives of children are pro-
foundly affected by your 
decision to participate 
in the census. This is 

one reason why those 
who represent African 
American communities, 
be they clergy, elect-
ed officials, or social 
justice advocates, see 
engagement with the 
census as a moral im-
perative.

FAQ: That still 
doesn’t explain why I 
don’t see the improve-
ments promised during 
the last census in 2010 
or even during the 2000 
census.

Answer: You know 
the saying, “all politics 
is local.” Almost no-
where does this apply 
more than when money 
is being allocated. There 
are layers of responsi-
bility for how money is 
spent, including federal 
and state formulas as 
well as decisions made 
at the local level, of-
ten by elected officials. 
The census has a direct 
bearing on our election 
processes of redistrict-
ing and reapportionment 
which help determine 
how your vote is count-
ed and who gets elect-
ed. We will take these 
up as separate FAQ top-
ics.

The immediate ques-
tion is: will you fill out the 
census form?

FAQ: What happens if 
I do not fill out the form? 
Is that a crime? If so, 
what’s the punishment?

Answer: Not answer-
ing the census or pro-
viding false answers are 
each punishable by a 
fine of up to $5,000, but 
no one has been fined 
for failure to respond 
in recent censuses, 
according to the Cen-
sus Bureau’s national 
spokesperson. But, as 
one census advocate 

said, it is a crime of 
sorts not to participate 
because is the children 
who suffer most without 
your full participation.

FAQ: Can someone 
find out my private cen-
sus responses?

Answer: Your infor-
mation is confidential 
and protected by Title 
13 which brings heavy 
fines and possible im-
prisonment for anyone 
who divulges your per-
sonal information. The 
Census Bureau cannot, 
under penalty, share 
your information with the 
IRS, Homeland Security, 
immigration or law en-
forcement agencies or 
anyone else, including 
housing officials. How-
ever, census information 
is made publicly avail-
able after 72 years.

FAQ: What if I partic-
ipate in the census, but 
there are more people 
living in my home than 
I’m supposed to have 
according to my lease or 
rental agreement?

Answer: The Census 
Bureau is trying to gather 
data. It is not seeking to 
determine whether you 
are violating your lease 

or local zoning codes, 
but you have raised an 
important point. Families 
are often fluid -- grand-
parents taking care of 
grandchildren while par-
ents are at work or away 
from home. Should you 
claim a student away at 
school in another state 
as a member of your 
household? There are 
many scenarios where 
family members should 
be reported, but African 
Americans were under-
counted by 2.1 percent 
in the 2010 census and 
many of those missed 
were children. Why? 
In part because peo-
ple were unsure wheth-
er they should report a 
child or whether that was 
someone else’s respon-
sibility to do so. The best 
thing to do is ask the 
Census Bureau or one of 
the many organizations 
participating in partner-
ship during Census2020.

This article is a month-
ly column by Ethnic Me-
dia Services aimed to 
educate about the need 
to respond to the 2020 
U. S. Census. Next Top-
ic: If you’re all in, what to 
expect.  
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Dear Eagle,

We wanted a backyard and enough bedrooms for all of 
us. When you helped me become a homeowner for the 
first time, I was happy that you kept things simple. All my 
questions were answered. When we got our house, it had 
everything we wanted and more. Thank you!

Sincerely, James Bailey

Every part 
personalized.

eMail

HOME MORTGAGES

Offer of credit subject to credit approval.
NMLS# 424191

Watch his story and 
start your conversation at 
First-Fed.com/EagleMail

JA M E S BAI LE Y |  FIR ST-TIM E H OM EOWN E R

2920 W. Central Ave., Toledo | 419-537-9300
1707 Cherry St., Toledo | 419-214-4302

(inside the Seaway Marketplace)

Counting Children Matters Most: Frequently 
Asked Questions (FAQ) on Census 2020

By Khalil Abdullah
Wire Writer

“There are many scenarios where family 
members should be reported, but African 

Americans were undercounted by 2.1 
percent in the 2010 census and many of 

those missed were children. Why? In part 
because people were unsure whether they 
should report a child or whether that was 

someone else’s responsibility to do so. 

“
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Ivy Entrepreneur Institute Presents 
The Real Black Friday Business Expo

Friday November 29, 2019, the Ivy Entrepre-
neur Institute presented what they named 'The 
Real Black Friday Expo' at the New Life Center 
of Bethlehem Baptist Church in Toledo. A play 
on words, this event was called 'The Real Black 
Friday' as opposed to just 'Black Friday' because 
this expo featured African-American Entrepre-
neurs only and their small businesses.

Thirty-nine different vendors participated in 
the expo with products such as clothing, jewelry, 
food, computers, natural products, crafts, and gift 
items, Afrocentric dolls, and even personal ser-
vices such as body messages therapy, and nail 
and foot care all under one roof. It was a chance 
for African-American people to support their own 
and have a good time shopping and socializing.

The idea to have a Toledo Black Expo highlight-
ing black-owned businesses was the brainchild 
of  Erik C. Johnson, the founder of the Ivy Entre-
preneur Institute. The Ivy Entrepreneur Institute is 
a nonprofit organization that helps low to moder-
ate-income individuals, who want to go into entre-
preneurship, get started.

“We help people start their own business step 
by step,” said Mr. Johnson. “Our process is first 
we validate the business concept to see if the 
idea will work. If it does work, we help people 

develop their business plan, 
and then we present a series 
of educational workshops and 
seminars on specific business 
subject matters that will teach 
them how to run their busi-
ness and make it successful. 
Finally, we host events like 
this one, here today, to have 
an economic impact on our ur-
ban communities and the new 
businesses themselves.”

He added, “Running a busi-
ness is a job, but unlike other 
jobs where you need a certifi-
cate or degree, entrepreneur-
ship is the one avenue where 
you don't need a degree or 
certificate to flourish. All you 
have to do is come up with 
an idea that solves people’s 
problems and put a reason-
able price point on it and you 
can improve the quality of your 
own life through entrepreneur-
ship. However, you do need 
some education if you want to 
succeed and that's where we 
come in. We teach you how 
to start, run, and successful-
ly sustain your business. We 
give people the foundation 
they need to succeed at being 
a new entrepreneur.”

Mr. Johnson started the in-
stitute because he himself was 

PHOTO CREDIT / SUBMITTED

Entrepreneur Kesha(Kay)Valentine owner of ‘NRG Me by Kay’ shows off her magnificent jewelry line 
for sale at ‘The Real Black Friday Business Expo.’

PHOTO CREDIT / SUBMITTED

Entrepreneur Karen Hoskins of Divine Printing examines the merchandise 
at Roberta Hughes’s ‘Miracle Crafts and Such’ at The Real Black Friday 
Business Expo

PHOTO CREDIT / SUBMITTED

There were original hand made Dolls by ‘Doll-maker Ella Hall’ ( standing third from right) for sale at The Real Black Fri-
day Business Expo, helping Mrs. Hall at her table were family members (L-R) granddaughters Shay Hall, Eleah McDon-
ald, Travinea McDonald, (Mrs. Hall), niece Sherri Hill, and daughter Dawn McDonald.

PHOTO CREDIT / SUBMITTED

Staff members working at The Real Black Friday Business Expo were (L-R) 
Sandria Brown, Erik Johnson Jr., Sonya Johnson, Erik C. Johnson: Founder of 
the Ivy Entrepreneur Institute, Caleb Johnson. Armel Burns, and Jaylin Smith.

continued on page 16

By Michael Daniel 
Toledo Journal Staff Reporter
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Great Ways to Make Education More Affordable
(StatePoint) As most 

parents know, even a 
free public school educa-
tion comes with certain 
expenses that over the 
course of a school year 
can really add up. While 
many of these expendi-
tures feel unavoidable, 
there are certain ways that 
families can save mon-
ey on the hidden costs of 

schooling.
Skill Share
Is your child struggling 

in one class and excelling 
in another? Before cough-
ing up the cost of a tutor to 
get your child up to speed, 
consider a skill share as a 
free and friendly alterna-
tive. There is likely a stu-
dent in your child’s class 
who possesses the op-

posite strengths and chal-
lenges. Encourage your 
child to team up with that 
student and become co-
operative study buddies.

Online Calculators
All-in-one web-based 

mathematics resources 
can eliminate the expense 
of a calculator and other 
math supplies. For exam-
ple, ClassPad.net, free to 

educators and students, 
is a tool geared toward 
K-12 and beyond that ex-
ceeds the functionality of 
a calculator. A user-friend-
ly tool that’s also offering 
educators an innovative 
way to share lesson plans, 
among its many features 
are a virtual protractor and 
compass, and a math-
based text editor that pro-

vides a rich assortment of 
mathematical templates.

This web-based cal-
culator is designed to 
be equally usable by 
keyboard and mouse as 
with touch-based plat-
forms and gives users 
the ability to create fold-
ers, organize and share 
work. To register, or for 
more information, visit 
ClassPad.net.

Organize a Fundraiser
From band uniforms to 

chess club fees, participa-
tion in extracurricular and 
after school activities fre-
quently comes with a price 

tag. To reduce or eliminate 
such expenses for not 
only your child, but for ev-
ery club or team member, 
consider spearheading a 
fundraiser and getting ev-
eryone involved. From car 
washes to silent auctions, 
fundraisers do more than 
the name implies, building 
team spirit among par-
ticipants and community 
awareness of the club’s 
goals and accomplish-
ments.

With a few tricks and 
some new tech, your fami-
ly can save significantly on 
the cost of school.

Northwest Ohio is  POWERED

OWENS.EDUClasses begin January 20.

BY the proud alumni of   OWENS COMMUNITY COLLEGE.
More than 70% of Owens alumni choose to 
live and work in our community.

PROTECTED
Sgt. Javier Martinez, ‘14
Lucas County Sheriff’s Office  
Toledo

CARED for
Theresa Hamlin, RN, BSN, ‘12 
Nurse
Blanchard Valley Hospital
Findlay

REPAIRED
Cody Hanefeld, ‘10

Automotive Technician
Yark Toyota

Maumee

Why Communities 
Nationwide Need 
More Afterschool 

Programs

(StatePoint) Research shows that afterschool pro-
grams not only help keep kids safe, but also help them 
succeed in school and life. Unfortunately, there aren’t 
enough such programs in the country today, experts say. 

While participation in afterschool programs has in-
creased to 10.2 million students nationwide, for every 
child in an afterschool program, two more are waiting to 
get in, according to “America After 3PM,” a household 
survey commissioned by the Afterschool Alliance, a non-
profit public awareness and advocacy organization.

“At this time when afterschool programming needs 
more funding, federal investments are under threat,” 
says Jodi Grant, executive director of the Afterschool Al-
liance. “And any cuts would mean that more children are 
unsupervised in the afternoons and more working par-
ents are left without the assurance that their children are 
safe until they return home from their jobs.”

The positive effects of afterschool programs are broad. 
More than 5,000 sheriffs, police chiefs and prosecutors 
of the organization Fight Crime: Invest in Kids recently is-
sued a report confirming that the hours between 2 and 5 
pm are still prime time for juvenile crime. The report also 
documented positive outcomes for youth who participate 
in high-quality afterschool programs.

In many cases, these programs serve as a lifeline, 
offering nutritious suppers to children from low-income 
families who might otherwise go hungry.

Organizers of the recent “Lights on Afterschool” rally 
say the 20th anniversary celebration underscored the 
need to invest in afterschool programs, which offer stu-
dents homework help, mentors, college and job readi-
ness, healthy snacks, as well as programming in sub-
jects like robotics, computer programming, arts, music 
and sports.

The only national rally for afterschool, the celebration, 
organized by the Afterschool Alliance, included some 
10,000 events, including roundtable discussions, open 
houses, science fairs, fun runs, student showcases, aca-
demic contests, community service, sports competitions 
and more. Events focused on the environment, growing 
and cooking healthy food, space exploration, technology, 
arts and literacy, and other issues, providing an opportu-
nity for community members to see the skills and talents 
students hone at their afterschool programs.

“Financial support is needed to expand access to af-
terschool programs and help keep their lights on,” says 
Grant. “Every citizen can urge lawmakers at every level, 
as well as businesses and philanthropies, to invest in 
these programs, which help children, families and com-
munities.”
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DiscoverMore.

LOURDES.EDU

Classes start
January 13

Are You Ready for College Entrance Exams?
(StatePoint) While a student’s long 

record of academic achievement is 
generally the most important mea-
sure that colleges take under consid-
eration during the admissions pro-
cess, getting as prepared for one’s 
college entrance exams as possible 
is a great idea.

Here are a few things to know go-
ing into the process:

• Almost all four-year institutions 
of higher learning require that can-
didates submit either SAT or ACT 
scores with some requiring strictly 
one or the other. Certain selective 
schools also require SAT Subject 
Tests and AP Tests. Check which 
tests you’ll need to take to apply to 
your schools of choice. You may also 
want to check the average scores of 
last year’s incoming freshmen.

• Find out whether the schools to 
which you are applying look at the 
score of every test you take or only 
your top score. If they look at every 
score, you may want to avoid taking 
the test until you’re feeling complete-
ly confident. If they look at only the 
top score, consider taking the test 
multiple times (if money and time 
allow) until you get the score with 
which you’re satisfied.

• Each institution weighs scores 
a bit differently. Some colleges use 
entrance exam scores in order to 
place incoming freshmen in class-
es. Some schools use the scores to 
award scholarships. Understanding 
what the scores are used to deter-
mine, can help you get motivated to 
succeed.

• When it comes to the mathemat-
ics portion of the exam, it’s important 
to know that graphing and scientific 
calculators are allowed. Calculators 
for College Boards available from 
Casio offer an affordable solution 
to aid in the preparation for college 
entrance exams. Whatever calcula-
tor students choose to use for their 
exams they should familiarize them-
selves with completely so that come 
exam day, they can easily manipu-

late its features and functions. To 
that end, students should use the 
calculator when taking practice tests 
and consider using it in the class-
room and when doing homework.

• Testing rules and format have 
evolved over time. Be sure any 
preparation materials you use are 
current so that they deliver accurate 
information about what to expect and 
reflect the kind of questions you’ll 
actually face on test day.

• Your practice tests should re-
semble the real test day as much as 
possible, so have handy only tools 
which are allowed in the testing facil-
ity, putting away any other reference 
materials or distractions.

While the process of preparing for 
and taking college entrance exams 
can be nerve-wracking, sufficient 
preparation and the right tools can 
give you the confidence you need to 
be successful on test day.

Submitted

“While the process of 
preparing for and taking 

college entrance exams can 
be nerve-wracking, sufficient 

preparation and the right 
tools can give you the 

confidence you need to be 
successful on test day.

“



Laughter is the Best Medi-
cine, says the Reader's Digest 
version of America.

But, not when it’s the only 
medicine, responds the Amer-
ica that far too many have 
known and continue to know. 
Not when the United States 
alone is one of the world’s top 
33 most developed countries 
that does not have a form of 
universal health care that cov-
ers all of its population.

I guess I am just not in on 
the joke when I see people ei-

ther going without health care 
— something that ought to be 
a human right — or struggling 
to the breaking point to keep 
on top of huge medical bills 
when sickness or infirmary hit. 

Funny how that just isn’t 
funny. Actually, it is a national 
tragedy. 

A tragedy when African 
Americans in disproportionate 
number lack insurance cover-
age. For too many folks in this 
country, you are free to laugh 
— just not till it hurts. 

The system is sick
Here are some not-so-fun 

facts.
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Learn more about your 
breast health at

KnowYourGirls.org

how
well 
do
you
know these       girls?

Deadly and dangerous — Healthcare in America

According to the Kai-
ser Family Foundation 
(KFF), which focuses 
on major health care 
issues facing the na-
tion as well as the U.S. 
role in global health 
policies, as of year-end 
2016, 27 million Amer-
icans in this country 
were without medical 
coverage. 

That number was sig-
nificantly down from the 
more than 44 million in 
2013 — just before the 
Affordable Care Act 
(ACA) kicked in. But in 
2017, the current ad-
ministration took office, 
and … VOILA! 

After much purpose-
ful meddling and dis-
mantling, a year later 
we saw 700,000 peo-
ple moving back into 
the uninsured column. 
These are the latest 
stats from the KFF, but 
the folks there know 
the score under the 
current administration. 
Ongoing efforts to alter 
historic gains in health 
insurance coverage via 
the ACA or to make re-
ceipt of Medicare con-
tingent on work (anoth-
er Republican initiative) 
they say, “may further 
erode coverage gains 
seen under the ACA.”

That statement car-
ries with it profound life 
and death implications, 
that have the potential 
to affect families from 
coast to coast, in neigh-
borhoods and commu-
nities all over America.

The KFF aren’t the 
only ones who know 
what that will mean for 
working Americans. I 
think we all know that 
assaults on the ACA 
are an assault on the 
health and wellbeing of 
millions of Americans.

Scared … just 
plain scared.

So, what does it 
mean to be without 
healthcare in America? 
It is truly frightening on 
so many levels.

How about facing 
each day without know-
ing if medical care is 
even available for your 

family? How about hav-
ing to postpone neces-
sary care and forego 
preventive care — such 
as childhood immu-
nizations and routine 
check-ups? How about 
no regular doctor, lim-
ited or no access to 
prescriptions, and only 
seeking medical atten-
tion when it’s bordering 
on too late and winding 
up in the hospital or 
worse? 

And, how about the 
shameful fact that in to-
day’s America, when a 
loved one falls ill or is in 
need of medical care, 
too often it’s the devas-
tating financial burden 
that is the focus, rath-
er than being able to 
concentrate on healing. 
This is not the America 
I know and love, and 
it is certainly not the 
America I want to know. 

On a macro level, the 
fact that we don’t insure 
all of our people adds 
up this way: The U.S. 
spends two to three 
times as much per cap-
ita on health care as 
most industrialized na-
tions. Elsewhere, gov-
ernments regulate and 
negotiate the price of 
drugs and medical ser-
vices; elsewhere there 
is no need for a vast 
private health-insur-
ance bureaucracy.

And how do African 
Americans fair in all 
this? While Obama and 
the ACA have opened 
up some new roads, too 
often we continue down 
a dangerous path. Here 
are some even-less-
than-fun facts: 

• Non-elderly Af-
rican Americans are 
younger, more likely to 
be poor, and less likely 
to have a fulltime work-
er in the family com-
pared to non-elderly 
whites.

• Non-elderly Af-
rican Americans face 
endemic health dispar-
ities compared to their 
white counterparts, 
such as poorer overall 
health, and conditions 

By Ray Curry, 
Secretary-Treasurer, UAW

continued on page 11
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ASK YOUR
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

A word from C. BROWN and
C. BRIAN BROWN DIRECTORS

Mr. Brown: I’ve heard the name C. Brown Funeral Home in Toledo, 
Ohio mentioned so many times by my family from different parts of the 
country, Georgia to California, that have traveled to Toledo for funerals. 
Each time it was nothing but praise at the professionalism extended in 
the manner of putting the families at ease, especially in the preparation 
of our loved ones (almost unbelievable that you can create such life 
like appearances, (to the “T”) of the deceased family members. I and 
my families are so impressed by what you do to ease the anxiety at 
such a low period in our lives. I have never ever seen the Actual Funeral 
conducted as you do in such a professional manner as to not create a 
“circus like” atmosphere. Your knowledge in making the arrangements 
really put families at ease throughout the entire process from the 
removal from place of death to the final interment at the cemetery and 
the support thereafter. I could not let this go unrecognized.  “A-Plus” with 
an unlimited number of Stars.
 Thank you Mr. Brown and your entire Staff for what you do.
William R. Milton
California  
Thank you for the accolades Mr. Milton
Its very difficult for me to express anything other than our Thanks “a 
million and one times over” for you testimonial and confidence in us and 
of course, your reading of  The Toledo Journal in such far away location

Send your question to: The Toledo Journal
P.O. Box 12559, Toledo, Ohio 43606

c/o Ask Your Funeral Directors

C. BROWN FUNERAL HOME AND PRE-NEED CENTER
1629 Nebraska Avenue

Tel. 419-255-7682 Fax: 419-255-598
www.cbrownfuneralhome.com

Professional Service with Dignity

such as obesity, diabetes and 
asthma.

• Uninsured African 
Americans are more likely to 
fall into the coverage gap, 
earning too much for Medicaid 
but not enough for tax credits.

• And, African Americans 
are more concentrated in those 
southern states that somehow 
see no need to expand Medic-
aid.

So, what’s to be done? 
I am a union man, so I am 

going to talk from my gut. The 
state of our health care here 
is not some Norman Rock-
well painting nor is it some kid 
bravely waiting for the nurse 
to give him that booster shot 
during the monthly visit by the 
county health department’s 
mobile clinic. 

We must do better. 
RIGHT NOW.

I’m sorry to say it’s bad news 
for so many Americans and the 
ACA made it better, but things 
are starting to backslide. I be-
long to the UAW. We first pro-
posed comprehensive health 
coverage for all Americans 
back in the 1940s and we hav-
en’t stopped as our bargaining 
and our policies have shown 

over the years. Not even 
slowed down. 

Our goal is universal health 
care — coverage for everyone 
— and we have spoken loud 
and clear about the skyrocket-
ing cost of prescription drugs; 
against those who would deny 
coverage for those of us with 
pre-existing conditions; against 
those who would scuttle provi-
sions like Section 1557 of the 
ACA which combats discrim-
ination based on race, color, 
national origin, sex, age or dis-

ability.
All these reforms are under 

threat. So, we fight on. 
We have recently signed on 

to a grassroots campaign to 
lower the cost of prescription 
drugs. “Lower Drug Prices 
Now!” is a coalition comprised 
of 53 state and national orga-
nizations that are committed to 
forcing bold prescription drug 
reforms that will stop Big Phar-
ma price-gouging and put peo-
ple ahead of profits. No more 
should working Americans 
have to make decisions be-
tween putting food on the table 
and filling their insulin prescrip-
tion.

I truly believe, as my union 
brothers and sisters do, that 
with universal health care, 
working people can turn to 
employers for higher wages, 
for job security and retirement 
security because health care 
would be off the table.

I will end this way. 
How about this? Instead 

of some folksy panacea like 
laughter is the best medicine 
while we turn back the clock, 
we go with a healing prescrip-
tion of democracy and access 
to affordable, quality health 
care for one and all.

BOOK REVIEW: ‘The 
Christians’ features a 

1960s Louisiana love story

The Christians, book one, fol-
lows the life and love of Mary 
Jean Woods, a young, Christian 
woman in 1960 South Louisi-
ana as she maneuvers through 
self-discovery, unrighteous-
ness, and betrayal in hopes to 
find a true spiritual identity.

Through this first release, 
B.J.T Ledet weaves a story 
that answers “What exempli-
fies a Christian?” and introduce 
readers to characters who 
boldly feel right–even all-know-
ing– in their beliefs when they 
are flawed and some are fallen.

The Christians deals with the 
distinctive differences and in-
teractions between the charac-
ters who consider themselves 
Christians and those who don’t. 
Meet ministers who are in the 
business of religion instead of 
uplifting the people and teach-
ing them to love. Meet the ‘show 
and tell’ flock alongside the 
church Mothers who have tun-
nel vision and live in the past.

Using romance, family scan-
dals, and murder, the novel 
questions who is and is not a 
Christian and how the inter-
actions between family and 
friends impact the spiritual 
growth of young adults. B.J.T. 
Ledet is a retired Hurricane 

Katrina survivor who worked at 
Tulane University in New Or-
leans. She attended Southern 
University and A&M College 
and Tulane University. Current-
ly, she gives back to the com-
munity by tutoring kids inside 
her home while working on 
completing the trilogy. Ledet 
enjoys writing from her Baton 
Rouge home where she lives 
with her spouse, a dog, and a 
cat. Published by Jozef Syn-
dicate, The Christians (ISBN 
978-1944155209) is avail-
able on Amazon and at www.
jozefsyndicate.com/creators/b-
j-t-ledet/

For 100 years, from February  12, 1919 to Novem-
ber 25, 2019, Garth C. Reeves Sr.’s entire life, com-
mitment, and leadership exemplified the very best of 
being an effective fighter and forerunner for freedom, 
justice and equality, as well as being an uncompro-
mising voice of Black America and of the Black Press. 

The Homegoing Service will be on Saturday, De-
cember 7, 2019, 10:30 AM Eastern Time, at St. Ag-
nes Episcopal Church, 1750 NW Third Avenue, Mi-
ami, FL. 33136.

Garth Coleridge 
Reeves Sr. 
(RIP), the 
legendary 

publisher of The 
Miami Times.

Deadly and dangerous — 
Healthcare in America

By Cora Lester, 
The Drum Newspaper

continued from page 10 “The consumers whose 
lives will be either helped 

or hurt most by the 
eventual judicial ruling 
will be people of color. 
There are reasons why 

civil rights organizations 
... vigilantly oppose these 

small and predatory 
loans. 

“



The city of Montgom-
ery and Alabama, where 
the capitol is based, un-
veiled a life-size bronze 
statue of Parks who 
sparked the 381-day 
Montgomery bus boycott, 
one of the seminal events 
in civil rights history. The 
boycott, started by black 
women, broke the back 
of segregation on Mont-
gomery’s city buses, 
which were owned by a 
Chicago company.

Parks, a seamstress 
and an early civil rights 
activist involved the case 
of the Scottsboro Boys, 
refused to give up her 
seat to a white man and 
move to back of the back 
of the bus where seats 
and standing room were 
set aside for blacks as 
was the law at the time.

Parks said in a number 
of interviews she was an-
gry about what happened 
to Emmett Till, a 14-year-
old Chicago teenager, 
who was spending the 
summer in Money, Mis-
sissippi, when two white 
men beat him to death on 
August 24, 1955, for of-
fending a white woman. 
Decades later, the wom-
an, Carolyn Bryant, ad-
mitted she lied about the 
circumstances that led to 
Till’s brutal murder.

The City of Montgom-
ery dedicated a statue 
of Parks on Montgom-
ery Plaza near  the stop 
where she caught the 
bus that would drive her 
into history and unem-
ployment. She caught 
the bus on November 26, 
1955.

Rosa Parks
“To stand here today 

as Montgomery’s mayor 
where Mrs. Rosa Park 
stood defiant against 
systemic injustice in-
fecting our community 
speaks to the magnitude 
of this moment and the 

progress achieved in our 
city,” said Steven Reed, 
Montgomery’s first black 
mayor. Montgomery had 
been the capital of the 
Confederacy for about a 
year during the Civil War.

Montgomery County 
artist Clydetta Fulmer 
built the statue, which 
also contains four his-
toric markers honoring 
the plaintiffs in the land-
mark Browder v. Gay-
le case.

A three-judge federal 
panel ruled on June 5, 
1956, that the enforced 
segregation of black and 
white passengers on mo-
tor buses operating in the 
City of Montgomery vio-
lated the Constitution and 
laws of the United States.

Aurelia Browder, Susie 
McDonald, Mary Louise 
Smith and Jeanette Re-
ese were plaintiffs in the 
case. Freddie Gray, Ala-
bama’s only black attor-
ney at the time, filed the 
lawsuit.

Jo Anne RobinsonRo-
sa Parks and E.D. Nixon

The statue doesn’t 
honor E.D. Nixon, a Pull-
man Porter and president 
of the local chapter of the 
NAACP.

The statue also doesn’t  
honor Jo Anne Robinson, 
an English professor at Al-
abama State College, now 
Alabama State Universi-
ty, who came up with the 
idea of the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott, according to 
the book “The Thunder of 
Angels: The Montgomery 
Bus Boycott and the Peo-
ple Who Broke the Back of 
Jim Crow,” by  Donnie Wil-
liams and Wayne Green-
haw.

The boycott was sup-
posed to last one day, but 
it was so successful, it 
continued for nearly 400 
days.

Congressman John 
Conyers Jr.

The boycott put Parks 
and a 25-year-old Martin 
Luther King Jr. into the 
history books. King later 
led the boycott.

After the boycott, no 
one would hire Parks or 
her husband, Raymond, 
a barber, who also had 
been active in the Scotts-
boro Boys case.

The couple moved to 
Detroit, and Michigan 
Congressman John Co-
nyers gave her a job. 
Parks died October 24, 
2005. She was 92.

Established in 1906, 
Black Wall Street (orig-
inally known as Green-
wood Avenue) was a 
prominent African Amer-
ican community located 
in the Greenwood Dis-
trict in the city of Tul-
sa, Oklahoma. Sadly in 
1921, the whole neigh-
borhood was burned 
down after being at-
tacked by a white lynch 
mob.

During those days, 
there were no laws 
that supported humans 
rights or defended 
Blacks from the racial 
segregation, discrimina-
tion, and violence that 

was very prevalent in 
those days.

Because of this, any 
type of flourishing Black 
community was auto-
matically perceived as a 
threat - and Black Wall 
Street was just that! It 
was a very strong com-
munity of more than 
10,000 Black residents 
who owned their own 
businesses, schools, 
restaurants, hotels, a 
hospital, a bank, and 
more. Across the com-
munity's 40 acres, there 
was also a equal distri-
bution of wealth among 
its middle and upper 
classes.

But this infuriated rac-

ist whites. In fact, be-
cause of the oil boom in 
the state of Oklahoma, 
many Black residents, 
although still considered 
to be second class citi-
zens, received better 
economic opportunities 
than their white neigh-
bors. This sparked an 
outrage of hatred and 
lies towards Black peo-
ple, accusing them of 
crimes that they didn't 
commit.

It eventually came to 
down to a false accusa-
tion of an attempted sex-
ual assault that motivat-
ed a lynch mob to take 
action. And their idea of 
justice was to take down 
Black Wall Street. And 
so, on May 31, 1921, 
not only did they burn 
down all the Black busi-
nesses and more than 
1,000 homes, but they 
also murdered hundreds 
of the residents. Even 
worse, when the Black 
residents tried to defend 
themselves, thousands 
of them were arrested 
by police.

It was one of the larg-
est massacres of Black 
citizens in America, and 
it all happened in just 16 
hours!
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Sound advice. Smart money.

YourStateBank.com

Take the next step to 
homeownership with our 
Community Home Loan

JacQuelon C. Wilson
Community Development 

Mortgage Loan Originator
C 419.508.0806

JacQui.Wilson@YourStateBank.com

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108
Toledo, OH 43604

NMLS 1638079
Subject to credit approval. 

Took Only 16 Hours 
to Destroy Black Wall 
Street — 1,000 Black-

Owned Businesses 
and Homes!

Montgomery, Alabama, 
where it all began, 
honors Rosa Parks

Anger over Emmett Till’s murder led 
Parks to refuse giving up her seat

Black News Submitted

By Frederick H. Lowe
BlackmansStreet.Today
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NORTHGATE
APARTMENTS

610 Stickney Avenue
Toledo, Ohio

43604
419-729-7118

*Now accepting
applications for One
and Two bedroom

Apartment  Homes*
Senior Community for
persons 55 years and

older. Rent is based on
income. Our Activity

and Service Coordina-
tors are on site. Heat
included. Chauffeured

transportation to
nearby shopping and
banks available. Call

419-729-7118 for
details.

Equal Housing
Opportunity/Equal

Opportunity Employer

COVENANT
HOUSE

APARTMENTS
One & Two Bedroom

Apartments

Immediate Openings

702 N. Erie Street

Beautiful Apartment

Homes, Utilities

Included.

Reduced Security

Deposit

LMHA Vouchers

Accepted

CALL TODAY

(419) 243-2334

Houses Rent To Own
1brm, $325 + util
2brm, $350 + util
3brm, $365 + util

For info and/or tour,
Call Toll free

1-877-850-2143

APARTMENTS
30 LOCATIONS

Section 8 Welcome
Studio from $395
1bdrm from $425
2bdrm from $425
3bdrm from $550

Call 419-259-0619
Text 419-721-6490

With a commitment to improving the human
condition, The University of Toledo and

University Medical Center are seeking qualified
candidates for multiple positions.

The University of Toledo offers an excellent salary and
benefit package, which includes the Ohio Public

Employees Retirement System and State Teachers
Retirement System for faculty with employer contribu-
tion, medical coverage, paid sick and vacation time,
tuition waiver is available to UT employees and their

eligible spouses and dependents and 10 paid holidays.

For a complete listing of our openings and desired
qualifications or to apply, please proceed to our

website at
https://www.utoledo.edu/jobs/

We ask that applications and required documents be
submitted electronically.

We are an equal opportunity employer and all
qualified applicants will receive consideration for

employment without regard to race, color religion,
sex, national origin, disability status, protected

veteran status, or any other characteristic

 FOR RENT FOR RENT HELP WANTED/MEDICALFOR RENT

CLASSIFIEDS
NOW ACCEPTING:TO PLACE ADS CALL (419) 472-4521 or email: toledojournal@rocketmail.com, toljour@aol.com

You Can Use Your Debit Card,
Mastercard or Visa

For Placing Classifieds

THE TOLEDO JOURNAL
OFFICE HOURS: MON-TUE 9-noon & 1-5,

THUR-FRI 9-noon & 1-5   Closed Wed
Deadline Friday 4:30 pm

HELP WANTED

The City of Maumee
Is accepting applications and resumes

for the Position of Assistant Tax
Commissioner/Accountant II

Summary of Duties:Responsible for preparing and
analyzing tax records and reports. Processes local
tax returns per City Tax Ordinance. Prepares claims
for tax refunds. Assists in completing statistical and
financial reports as requested. Supervises division
personnel.

Qualifications:Bachelor’s degree in accounting or
finance,supervisory experience and four years re-
lated job experience preparing tax filings and tax
accounting.

Salary range is $55,000 - $71,000 with excellent
benefits.

Complete job description and application are avail-
able in the Finance Department or online at:
www.maumee.org.

Cover letter, resume and notarized application must
be sent to:  Commissioner of Human Resources,
Finance Department, City of Maumee, 400 Conant
Street, Maumee, OH 43537-3380 by Wednesday,
December 18, 2019.
Due to the public records laws of Ohio, application
materials cannot be considered confidential. The
City of Maumee is an EO/AA Employer.

STROKE/NEUROCRITICAL CARE PHYSICIAN
AND MEDICAL DIRECTOR

Mercy Health Physicians North, LLC in Toledo, OH

has a Stroke/Neurocritical Care Physician and Medi-

cal Director opening to provide treatment & diagno-

sis of stroke & neurocritical care patients; order &

execute tests, analysis & diagnostic images; ana-

lyze reports & findings of tests & examinations; ad-

minister/prescribe treatments; provide vision for

development growth & maintenance of Neurocritical

Care Consultative Service; participate in physicians

recruitment;  support coordination of stroke center

certification process & efforts to grow stroke net-

work of Mercy & tele-stroke services; Develop in-

patient protocols & care pathways; Attend local, re-

gional, & system functions for local delivery of care

& advancement of Neuroscience services w/n Mercy

Health; Establish & monitor quality metrics appli-

cable to the population served; assist in address-

ing staff or provider concerns & service line; partici-

pate in educational offerings; seek opportunities for

advancement of scholarly activities; support efforts

of graduate medical edu w/n organization. Serve

as Stroke/Neurocritical Care Director in Lima, OH

& neurocritical care physician in Toledo, OH. Split

time between Toledo and Lima, thus travel is re-

quired between the two. Schedule: 7 days/7 days

off. Call schedule runs concurrently w/regular

schedule. Must have: 2 yrs  clinical exp as a

Neurocritical Care Physician AND a Neurologist or

Neurohospitalist AND a Stroke Director or Co-Di-

rector. MD or DO (or foreign equiv.); ACGME ac-

credited General Neurology Residency & UCNS

Neurocritical Care Fellowship; Board certified in

Neurology & Neurocritical Care; Unrestricted OH

Medical license; DEA registration; Member of

ABMS. To apply, e-mail BBanks@mercy.com (no

calls).

HOUSE FOR SALE BY OWNERS
1016 NORWOOD AVE
4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

Parlor, living room, dining
room, Kitchen, enclosed front

porch
419-351-9690 or
 419-242-1172

FOR SALE

RN
(FULL-TIME &

INTERMITTENT)

Lucas County Children
Services is seeking a
Full-Time AND Intermit-
tent RN to assess,
document, track and
ensure medical care of
children.  Valid Ohio RN
license required.  Expe-
rience in Pediatrics pre-
ferred.  If you are inter-
ested in making a differ-
ence in the lives of
abused and neglected
children in our commu-
nity, review additional
requirements and apply
at www.lucaskids.net.
EOE Valuing Diversity

LUCAS COUNTY BOARD OF
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

Lucas County Board of Developmental Disabili-
ties is now hiring, and offers competitive com-
pensation and a comprehensive benefits pack-
age. For a listing of our current openings, please
visit our website at www.lucasdd.org. All candi-
dates must submit a resume and cover letter
along with an employment application via the
online application process. If a position has mul-
tiple openings please apply to each vacancy in
order to be considered. We are an equal oppor-
tunity employer. If in need of  ADA  accommoda-
tions, contact us directly at 419-380-4033.

PATHWAY COMMUNITY SERVICES
BLOCK GRANT PUBLIC NOTICE

The proposed 202A-2O21 Pathway, !nc. Commu-
nity Services Block Grant (CSBG) application is
available for review and comment at the Pathway,
lnc. office located at 505 Hamilton Street, Toledo,
Ohio, Monday through Friday between the hours
of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. beginning November
27, 2019.

You may mail your comments to the above address
or deliver them in person. Pathway must receive
public comments by no later than 5 p.m. on De-
cember 11, 2019. They will be on file and open for
public Review.

For further information, contact us at (419) 242-7304

GEM Inc. is seeking an AssistantWeld Quality In-
spection Manager.Assist the Quality Control Man-
ager in the development, application and mainte-
nance of quality control systems for mechanical
construction and maintenance activities, including
but not limited to, welded pipe, boilers, pressure
vessels, furnaces, structural steel, and tanks. De-
velop, initiate, perform, and oversee methods and
procedures for welding, inspection, testing and
evaluation. Execute the welding quality control re-
quirements per the established Quality Control pro-
gram and job site requirements. Able to work shift
work and potentially travel for out of town assign-
ments. Required to have the physical capability to
climb, lift, enter confined spaces, or similar condi-
tions wherever welding takes place.

The ideal candidate will have a background and/or
experience in welding &welding inspection, a cur-
rent American Welding Society Certified Welding
Inspector certification, a current API 510/570/653
certification or in pursuit of one or more of the API
certifications, non-destructive testing experience;
and/or petrochemical industry / boiler / pressure
vessel / structural welding experience.

GEM Inc. is an Equal Employment Opportunity
Employer.

HELP WANTED  HELP WANTED

December 6, 1865:  13th Amendment abolishes sla-
very.

December 6, 1892:  Theodore Lawles, medicine
pioneeer, born.

BLACK HISTORY

SOUTHGATE
WOODS

APARTMENTS

Southgate  Woods is
now accepting

applications for 2
bedroom apartments

and 3 bedroom
town homes.
We accept

applications on
Tuesdays 9-11am
Thursday 1-3pm.

472 Southgate Circle
Dr. on South between
Reynolds and Wenz Rd.

Rent is based on
Income Qualifications

apply
Call 419-531-8672

for details
Monday to Friday

TTY-711
Equal Housing
Opportunity

PUBLIC NOTICE
The City of Oregon Civil Service Commission will
conduct an examination for the position of Police
Officer through the National Testing Network, Inc.
from December 1, 2019 through January 31, 2020.
To fill out an application and schedule a test, go to
www.nationaltestingnetwork.com, select Law En-
forcement and sign up for the City of Oregon.  All
information on department standards, job require-
ments, and application details will be provided on
this website.



Can you believe 
that the holidays are 
upon us?  It seems 
like it was the month 
of March a couple of 
months ago.  If you 
are ready to start your 
holiday shopping ei-
ther online or navigat-
ing your way through 
those crowded aisles 
in the malls, I have a 
few suggestions for 
the perfect holiday gift 
for your husband or 
partner.

1. Travel Laptop 
Backpack

2. A beard bib 
(helps prevent those 
annoying hairs being 
left on your sink)

3. Gift cards to 
their favorite electronic 
stores

4. A new tool belt 
with a new tool 

5. Cooling glass-
es for game day brews

6. Purchase a masterclass of his choice
7. Beer caddy for tailgating 
8. Repair kit for his vehicle, bike, motorcycle, etc.
9. Wireless headphones
10. Personalized wallet, towels, watch, socks, whiskey glass, hats, 

etc.
11.	 Travel	duffle	bag	or	new	suitcase	set
12. Gift card to purchase new video games or accessories
13. BBQ grill accessories 
14. New cookware or appliances if he’s the perfect chef
15. A box of his favorite cigars (Optional: add a bottle of whiskey or 

his desired cocktail) 
16. Purchase a solo trip for him in his favorite city or country
17. Item(s) from his Amazon wishlist
18. Razor set
19. His favorite cologne 
20. Exercise equipment or apparel 
21. Slippers, pajamas and/or robe
22. Speaker set or Bluetooth speakers
23. Sports equipment
24. A new lounge chair (indoor or outdoor)
25. Make an investment into his new business or latest hobby
Most men are easy to please and don’t require much to be entertained 

or	informed.		They	enjoy	the	finer	things	in	life	at	times	but	then	at	other	
times, a simple backyard BBQ with all the tools and accessories, will 
bring them the greatest joys.  Try not to stress so much over the giving 
of gifts this season.  Instead, think about the love and happiness that 
the man in your life, adds to you and your family.  If nothing on this list 
is a hint of what he would like, you can always do the old fashion thing 
and just ask him what he would like as a gift.  Happy holidays!!!!!

How may we as men 
become better dads and 
live up to the expecta-
tions of our children? 
There are so many prin-
ciples we could tap into 
to answer this question. 
In fact, the Bible is full 
of salutatory and char-
acter-building scrip-
tures to help us in our 
daily walk to become 
better men and empow-
ered dads. 

What makes our job 
even tougher is when 
our co-parenting rela-
tionships are touched 
with hostility.

Here’s the key: make 
the most of your time 
with your child and do 
the best you can with 
what you have. Real-
ize that you are well-
equipped to succeed.

In the jurisdiction 
where I live, my co-par-
ent and I split the time 
with our son fifty-three 
to forty-seven percent. 
Although it varies in 
different municipalities, 
here it works to about a 
six percent gap. 

The Six Percent Rule 
is focused on redirect-
ing your energy toward 
effectively managing the 
gap between non-custo-
dial time and your time. 

The key to remem-
ber is when you remain 
focused and positive, 
you are not just making 
great inroads during the 
time the child is actual-
ly in your care, but you 
are also managing the 
six-percent gap in be-
tween your time and the 
mother’s time. 

Following the six per-
cent rule will enhance 
your parenting experi-
ence; it will make your 
time with your child or 
children more produc-
tive. Most of all, it will 
give you credence with 
your offspring as you 
navigate the choppy 
waters of co-parenting 
(read: you will look like 

the parent taking the 
high road).  

So, if you are a dad 
and you are co-parent-
ing a child with a hos-
tile mother, follow these 
motivators to do what is 
best for the child or chil-
dren. Here are ten sim-
ple maxims to manage 
the Six Percent Gap:

Focus on Priorities: 
always stay focused 
on the priorities; don’t 
waste time on the super-
ficial stuff; don’t get into 
miniscule arguments 
that end up wasting your 
energy and time.

Bend but Don’t Break: 
be ready to compromise; 
your child can learn a lot 
from you about school 
yard and classroom citi-
zenship when you do this.

Influence not Control: 
it is virtually impossible 
to ‘control’ a child who is 
a product of two house-
holds; focus instead on 
influencing the action 
you’d like to produce.

Use Panoramic Les-
sons: use the larger 
lessons of life to influ-
ence your child in the 
direction you want them 
to go; don’t be afraid to 
use storytelling, meta-
phor and art to enhance 
your point.

Eliminate the Nega-
tive: as much as you 
possibly can, accentu-
ate the positive and stay 
away from the negative; 
say something positive 
about the mother – even 

if you don’t believe it!
Bridle your Ego: don’t 

let your ego become the 
main attraction; suppress 
it and move on; there are 
bigger	fish	to	fry.

Set the Context:  both 
of the parental relation-
ship and with the child 
and do it with positive 
parameters. You are go-
ing to have to make up 
in your mind that you 
are going to respond 
positively – no matter 
what!  

Execute Lateral Nego-
tiation. Never negotiate 
up or down; if you are a 
co-conservator, act like 
one! Proceed from your 
place of power.

Choose Your Battles 
Wisely: every battle is 
not a war; choose your 
conflicts wisely; some-
times it’s best to let 
sleeping dogs lie.

Always give your Best: 
you may not always 
have the best to give but 
you can always give your 
best; never say ‘I can’t 
get him because I don’t 
have any money’; trust in 
your power; trust that the 
universal supply.

It is imperative that we 
as men stay grounded 
in faith. That is the most 
important key!

Raising a child is hard 
in and of itself, but when 
you manage by the Six 
Percent Rule, it’s a lot 
easier.

Stay up empowered 
dads!
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The Six 
Percent Rule: 

Powerful Maxims for 
Empowered Dads

The Perfect Holiday 
Gifts for Him

From the Desk 
of Felicia

By. W. Eric Croomes

December 6, 1865:  13th Amend-
ment abolishes slavery.

December 6, 1892:  Theodore 
Lawles, medicine pioneeer, born.

December 4, 1906:  First Black 
Greek Letter Organization Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, Inc. was founded on 
the campus of Cornell University.

December 8, 1925:  Sammy Da-
vis Jr., entertainer, born.

December 9, 1925:  Red Foxx, 
entertainer, born.

December 5, 1935:  Mary Mc-
Leod Bethune, educator, founds Na-
taional Council of Negro Women.

December 7, 1941:  Lester 
Granger named executive director of 
the National Urban League.

December 10, 1950:  Dr. Ralph 
J.	Bunche	is	the	first	African	American	
to be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

December 5, 1955:  Montgom-
ery bus boycott begins.

December 5, 1955:  Dr. King 
is unanimously elected president  of 
the Montgomery Improvement Asso-
ciation at a meeting of community 
leaders.  The association organized 
the successful 381-day bus boycott 
in Montgomery, Ala., following Rosa 
Parks' arrest on Dec. 1, 1955, for 
her refusal to gie up her bus seat in 
defiance of Jim Crow (segregation) 
laws.

December 10, 1964:  Dr. King 
receives Nobel Peace Prize in Oslo, 
Norway.

December 10, 1964:  Dr. King re-
ceives the Nobel Peace Prize in Oslo, 
Norway.  At age 35, he is the youngest 
person in history to receive the honor 
and the second African American.

December 5, 2013:  Anti-apart-
heid activist and former South African 
President Nelson Mandela passes 
away  at age 95.

Important Black History Dates
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2015 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR
WHT/ BEG, MR, NAVI

LOADED !

2018 FORD F150
BLK/ BLK, 4 X 4, CRW CAB,

BAD BOY !

Apply online today at 
TARTA.com/Careers 
or in-person at 
1127 W Central Ave 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays.

TARTA is an equal opportunity employer. 

419 243 RIDE
TARTA.com

To uphold the mission of serving our community, applicants 
must meet the following requirements for all TARTA positions:

• A background worthy of public trust; a background check free 
from infractions and driver’s license suspensions

• High School Diploma/GED
• Must be at least 18 years of age
• 2 years driving experience (any vehicle)
• Minimum of 2 years valid driver’s license
• Safe driving record (less than 2 points)
• Legally able to work in the United States

100% wheelchair-accessible
and bicycle rack-equipped.

• Full Time/Part Time Coach 
Operators 

• Full Time/Part Time 
Paratransit Operators 

©2018 TARTA

Willis is the First Female Coach in 
New York Knicks’ History 

Before becoming a retired 
athlete, Willis reached great 
levels of success during her 
playing career. She won a 
basketball scholarship to 
UCLA, and went on to be-
come an all-time 3-point 
shooter and a leader in 
steals during her college 
career. During her time at 
UCLA, from 2002-2006, she 
accumulated 1,677 points.

Afterwards, she went on 
to win PAC12 Defensive 
Player of the Year, PAC12 
Tournament MVP, and even 
won a gold medal playing 
for the USA women's bas-
ketball team. In 2006, she 
was the 5th overall pick in 

the WNBA, and went on 
to become a 3-point leader 
for the Los Angeles Sparks, 
New York Liberty and the 
Sacramento Monarchs.

Sadly, her playing career 
ended in 2010 after she tore 
3 or the 4 ligaments in her 
knee. But her career as an 
NBA coach has just begun!

Willis finds extreme 
beauty, passion, and sig-
nificance in the leadership 
skills she has gained from 
the game of basketball. 
She says the biggest lead-
ership skill she’s gained 
from being an elite athlete 
is resilience; so she al-
ways talks about it.

PHOTO CREDIT / SUBMITTED

Lisa Camille Willis is a retired athlete who in September 
2019 officially became the first woman ever to become 
an assistant coach for the Westchester Knicks - a G 
League team franchise of the NBA’s New York Knicks.
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DOG LICENSING FEES

Qustions? Call (419) 213-4406

1 Year Tag Per Dog 3 Year Tag
$ 75.00
Per Dog

permanent Tag
$ 250.00
Per Dog

Free rewards card with dog license, 
good at participating businesses!

lucascountylovesdogs.com

RENEW YOUR DOG LICENSE 
FOR 2020

ANITA LOPEZ, ESQ., LUCAS COUNTY AUDITOR

REGISTER ONLINE
co.lucas.oh.us/dogtags

or
REGISTER IN PERSON
• 30 dog licensing agencies

for same day service

• Bring your renewal form
for faster processing

RENEW December 1, 2019 
to January 31, 2020*3 year and permanent tags Only at Auditor’s Office or Canine Care & Control

$ 25.00

22. Lewis Animal Hospital
      5104 Lewis Ave. 
      Toledo, OH 43612 
      (419) 476-9105 

23. Shoreland Animal Hospital
      4940 Suder Ave. 
      Toledo, OH 43611 
      (419) 729-0766 

24.  Sylvania Vet
       4801 N. Holland
       Sylvania Rd.
      Sylvania, OH 43560
      (419) 885-4421  

25. Heatherdowns License Bureau
      4460 Heatherdowns Blvd. 
      Toledo, OH 43614
      (419) 381-1390  

26. Market Place West
      License Bureau
      3606 W. Sylvania Ave. 
      Toledo, OH 43623
      (419) 720-6900 

27. Oregon License Bureau
      3018 Navarre Ave. 
      Oregon, OH 43616 
      (419) 698-4100 

1. Downtown Library
    325 Michigan St. 
    Toledo, OH 43604
    (419) 259-5200

2. Birmingham Library
    203 Paine Ave. 
    Toledo, OH 43605
    (419) 259-5210

3. Heatherdowns Library
    3265 Glanzman Rd. 
    Toledo, OH 43614
    (419) 259-5270

4. Holland Library
    1032 S. McCord Rd. 
    Holland, OH 43528
    (419) 259-5240

5. Kent Library
    3101 Collingwood Blvd. 
    Toledo, OH 43610
    (419) 259-5340

6. King Road Library
    3900 King Rd. 
    Toledo, OH 43617
    (419) 259-5380

7. Lagrange Library
    3422 Lagrange St. 
    Toledo, OH 43608
    (419) 259-5280

8. Locke Library
    703 Miami St. 
    Toledo, OH 43605
    (419) 259-5310

9. Maumee Library
    501 River Rd. 
    Maumee, OH 43537
    (419) 259-5360

10. Mott Library
      1085 Dorr St. 
      Toledo, OH 43607
      (419) 259-5230

11. Oregon Library
      3340 Dustin Rd. 
      Oregon, OH 43616
      (419) 259-5250

12. Point Place Library
      2727 117th St. 
      Toledo, OH 43611
      (419) 259-5390

13. Reynolds Corners 
Library
      4833 Dorr St.
      Toledo, OH 43615
      (419) 259-5320

14. Sanger Library
      3030 W. Central Ave. 
      Toledo, OH 43606
      (419) 259-5370

15. South Library
      1736 Broadway St. 
      Toledo, OH 43609
      (419) 259-5395

16. Sylvania Library
      6749 Monroe St.
      Sylvania, OH 43560
      (419) 822-2089

17. Toledo Heights Library
      423 Shasta Dr. 
      Toledo, OH 43609
      (419) 259-5220

18. Washington Library
      5560 Harvest Ln. 
      Toledo, OH 43623 
      (419) 259-5330

19. Waterville Library
      800 Michigan Ave. 
      Waterville, OH 43566 
      (419) 878-3055

20. West Toledo Library
      1320 Sylvania Ave. 
      Toledo, OH 43612 
      (419) 259-5290

21. Gladieux Do-It Best
      5120 Navarre Ave.
      Oregon, OH 43616
      (419) 693-0601 

28. Sylvania License Bureau
      4900 N. McCord Rd. 
      Sylvania, OH 43560
      (419) 885-0201 

29. Lucas County Auditor
      One Government Center
      Suite 770
      Toledo, OH 43604
      (419) 213-4406

30. Lucas County
       Canine Care & Control 
      410 S. Erie St. 
      Toledo, OH 43604
      (419) 213-2818 

once a new entrepre-
neur. Today he is a suc-
cessful entrepreneur 
and he wanted to help 
others to walk the same 
path and improve their 
lives through entrepre-
neurship. “Being an en-
trepreneur is not easy, 
but it is doable. You 
must take the time to 
learn your craft and ed-
ucate yourself on what 
you’re doing. Entrepre-
neurship is a career 
path and if you don't 
learn about what you’re 
doing you will fail,” said 
Mr. Johnson.

“Today's Toledo's 
'Black Friday Business 
Expo' is about creat-
ing awareness and at 
the same time infusing 
cash into those Afri-
can-American busi-
nesses that participat-
ed,” he said. “It gives 
us the ability to become 
aware of the solutions, 
resources, and ser-

Ivy Entrepreneur Institute Presents 
The Real Black Friday Business Expo

PHOTO CREDIT / SUBMITTED

Customer Barbara Mars (L) checks out one of 
many T-shirts available at Samia Dixon’s Faith 
and Favor custom made T-shirts

PHOTO CREDIT / SUBMITTED

Christmas is right around the corner and so is Kwanzaa, too help us get ready 
(L-R) Diane Gordon and Donald Lynn from The Kwanzaa House were at ‘The 
Real Black Friday Business Expo’ promoting our unique African-American 
holiday celebration with Kwanzaa inspired merchandise for sale.

vices that exist within 
the African-American 
community. Hopefully, 
this will lead to eco-
nomic empowerment 
through the recycling 
of the dollar that is 

spent back into our 
own community.”

For more information 
on the Ivy Entrepreneur 
Institute visit the web-
site at ivinstitute.org or 
call 419-989-6771.

continued from page 7
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