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Dear fellow parts of the Body of Christ, 

The last two weeks in January (Sundays, January 20 and 27th), the second readings appointed for 

those days came from the 12th chapter of Paul’s first letter to the church at Corinth. This chapter is 

probably familiar and one of my favorites, as Paul helps the struggling Corinthian church to 

understand itself (and every church since then) during a time of division within the church. He used 

the metaphor of the church being like a body. Paul said it this way: “For just as the body is one and 

has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 

For in the one Spirit we are all baptized into one body” (1 Corinthians 12:12-13).  

Paul’s main comparison between the human body and the church is found in his imagery of there being 

one body but many parts, and all the parts are necessary for the body to be whole. No one part of 

the body (church) is more important than another, but all are necessary. When all parts are not 

working properly in the human body, we say that either the body is sick and in need of healing or we 

may say that it is handicapped. When we are sick, we need to do what it takes to get healthy again. 

That may be taking medication, getting rest or changing what we eat. When the level of disfunction 

in the body raises to the level of saying it is handicapped, then it means having to find a new way to 

do the things we used to do but can’t any longer. This often involves going to rehab – not a fun thing, 

usually involving some pain, but ultimately enables us to either get back full functioning or at the 

least, to be able to develop a new way of doing the old task.  

As I reflect upon this image of the human body, I am also struck at how it mirrors the problems we 

often face as the body of Christ: The Church. When all parts of the body aren’t working then it over 

burdens other parts and they get injured. For the church, the rehab doesn’t take place in a gym but 

in the sanctuary in worship, in your home where you engage in prayer of scripture reading, and in your 

everyday life where you stretch your caring and sharing muscles.  

The other thought which this text has raised up in me is this: How old do you feel? When I think 

about that question for myself, I would say that mentally I don’t feel any different than when I was 

30. Physically however, I know that I am not in the shape that I was when I was 30. So when I think 

back to the kinds of activities that I did when I was 30, there aren’t a lot of them that I would still 



consider doing now. However, that does not mean that I don’t do enjoyable things, they may just be 

different. For example, instead of playing softball as I did when I was 30, I now gain as much 

enjoyment cheering at my grandson’s soccer games. I think you get the point. It doesn’t make sense 

for us to always look back trying to relive our younger days when our body has changed. The same can 

be said for the church. Peace is working on it’s 276 year and it is not the same church is was 100 

years ago nor even 20 years ago – and it shouldn’t be the same.  

While Peace is alive, it is not as well as it might be and, if we are honest with ourselves, it needs to 

think about what kind of “rehab” is needed to get back into shape, and that doesn’t mean simply 

trying to return to the Peace of 2000. You aren’t the same body as then. A fair number of the 

“parts” have entered into life eternal and there are gaps to be filled and some new skills to be 

learned. 

You have already undertaken the critical first step with the updating of your mission statement. This 

statement is the foundation upon which the rehabbed Peace can build – think of it like the physicians’ 

prescription. Beginning in Lent (March 6th – Ash Wednesday) we will be focusing on that Mission 

Statement and asking the question: “How can we make it live?” Part of that process will depend on 

you self-identifying what part of the body you are. I am issuing the challenge to every member of 

Peace that, by the end of Lent, you pick one of the four mission areas where you will be plugging in. 

Those areas are: 1) Growing in faith – our educational program for children and adults, our youth 

programing and the special ministries of Confirmation and First Communion. 2) Celebrate His Word – 

this is the worship and music element. 3) Care for His gifts – this is the area of stewardship, caring 

for the building, and other administrative elements. 4) Serve others – this is how do we care for our 

fellow members, reach out to new members, serve those in need and participate in the work of the 

church outside the walls of Peace.  

It is my hope, that by the time your new pastor comes on board, you are already well on your way to 

“working the program” and getting stronger with each passing week. I strongly encourage you to 

become the healthiest being you can be so that as you take your place in the body of Christ, the 

Church will be made stronger.  As Paul says; “Strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still 

more excellent way. (1 Corinthians 12:31). 

Blessings to you all, 

Pastor Jim Heckman 

Bridge Pastor 

 

 

 

  



 

Save the Date!  Congregational Meeting 

WHEN? Sunday, February 17th, 2019 following the 10:15 Service (Approximately 11:20 a.m.) 
Snow Date, Sunday February 24, 2019 

 

 

FEBRUARY 2019
Peace-Tohickon Lutheran Church 

215-257-3294 (Office) 
adminassistant@peace-tohickon.org

 

SUNDAY                                                          MON TUE  WED THUR FRI SAT 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 1 2 
Groundhog Day ! 
 

 

3 
4th Sunday After Epiphany 
8:15 am Worship, communion 
9:00 am Faith & Fellowship 
9:00 am Budget 2019 Q & A 
10:15 am Worship, communion 
1:30 pm DR Teamwork Mtg. 
 
6:00 pm Narcotics Anonymous 

4 
9-12 Office Hours 
 
6:30 pm Cadet GS 
6:30 pm Faith & 
Fellowship 
Committee Mtg. 
7:30 pm Outreach 
Committee Mtg. 

5 
 

6 
9–12 Office hours 
 
7:00 pm Bells 
8:00 pm Sr. Choir 

7 
6:30 pm GS Troop 
21671 Mtg. 
 

8 
9–12 Office hours 
 
 

9 
 
8:00 am Men’s 
Study Group 
 
9 – 12 Painting 
Party in Fellowship 
Hall 

10 
5th Sunday After Epiphany 
8:15 am Worship, Communion  
9:00 am Faith & Fellowship 
10:15 am Worship 
 
6:00 pm Narcotics Anonymous 

11 
9–12 Office hours  
 
 

12 
6:30 pm GS Troop 
2309 Mtg. 
 
7:00 pm Worship 
Committee Mtg. 
 
 

13 
9–12 Office hours 
 
2-7 pm Blood 
Mobile 
 
6:45pm Youth Choir 
7:00pm New Spirit 
 

14 
Valentine’s Day ! 
 
7:00 pm Property 
Committee Mtg. 
 
7:30 pm Executive 
Committee Mtg. 

15 
9–12 Office hours 
 
10:00 am Staff 
Meeting 
 
1:30pm To Live 
again. 
 

16  
8-10 am Overeaters 
Anonymous Mtg. 
 
 
6:30 pm PUPs 
Valentine’s Day 
Event/Mtg. 
 
 

17 
6th Sunday After Epiphany 
8:15am Worship, Communion  
9:00am Faith & Fellowship 
10:15am Worship, New Spirit 
11:20 am Congregational Mtg. 
 
6:00 pm Narcotics Anonymous  

18 
President’s Day ! 

 
9-12 Office hours 
 
6:30 pm Cadet GS 
7:00 pm WELCA 

19 
7:00pm Church 
Council 
 
 

20 
9-12 Office hours 
7:00 pm Bells 
8:00 pm Sr. Choir 
 
Newsletter deadline 

21 
6:30 pm GS Troop 
21671 Mtg. 
 
7:30 pm Thirsty 
Thursday @ 
Becker’s Corner 

22 
9-12 Office hours 
 
 

23 
8-10 am Overeaters 
Anonymous Mtg. 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
7th Sunday After Epiphany 
8:15am Worship, Communion 
9:00am Faith & Fellowship 
10:15am Worship,  
11:20 am Congregational Mtg 
(snow date) 
 
6:00 pm Narcotics Anonymous 

25 
9-12 Office hours 

26 
6:30 pm GS Troop 
2309 Mtg. 
 
 
7:30 pm Pub 
Theology @ Free 
Will Brewery 

27 
9-12 Office hours 
 
6:45 pm Youth 
Choir 
7:30 pm New Spirit 
 

28   
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

   
 

 



 
February Birthdays 
  

1 – Susan Masters 

4 – Joseph Allenbach 

 – Kendra Kramer 

– Clayton Long 

5 – Eric Burkett 

– Madison Lick 

– Kelly Schenk 

7 – Philip Deck 

– Weston Ritter 

– Timothy Yates 

8 – John Lindsay, Jr. 

11 – Erika Bauder 

– Sandra Hawthorne 

– Cheryl Shanley 

14 – Rebecca Strouse 

– Harper Wrigley 

15 – Jordan Ritter 

16 – Gloria Shannon 

19 – Alice Brad 

– Emma French 

– Jana Hamilton 

– Randall Lemon 

20 – Anthony Bartosiewicz 

22 – Anna Heverly 

– Cheryl Moyer 

– Helen Poust 

– Anthony Sandor 

23 – Patricia Benson 

25 – Janet Hughes 

27 – Dawn Sparango 

29 – Sharon Sandor 

  
February Anniversaries 
  

2 – Timothy & Carol 

Heverly 

6 – Andrew & Rebecca 

Shanley 

 

 

 

 

Bulletins & Floral  
Sponsors: 

 

 

3 – OPEN 

10 – OPEN 

17 – OPEN 

24 - OPEN 
 

Floral & Bulletin 

Sponsors Needed !! 

If you are interested in sponsoring 

the altar flowers and church 

bulletins in honor of a loved one or 

special celebration date, please sign 

up on the flower chart outside the 

coat room.  

The cost is $37 for flowers & $15 for 
bulletins or $52 for both. Checks can 

be made out to Peace Lutheran 
Church & dropped in the offertory 

plates during worship services. 
 

 

 
WELCA will meet on Monday, 

February 18th at 7:00 pm in the 

Fellowship Hall.  For our program, 

each woman is to bring an item 

that was handed down to you … 

something that means a lot to 

you.  All ladies are welcome to 

attend this or any of our 

meetings.  Please join us for 

fellowship and refreshments! 

Bring a friend! We are continuing 

to collect clean, empty, plastic 

bags for the ladies at Rockhill 

Community, from which they 

make sleeping mats for the 

homeless.  Thank you very much! 

Our Home bound Members: 

 

Anna Bishop 

Rockhill Mennonite Community 

Personal Care –  

3250 State Road, Room 105 

Sellersville, PA 18960 
 

Alice Brad  

Brookdale Dublin 

160 Elephant Road 

Dublin, PA 18917 
 

Mary Dunlap 

Cedarbrook Nursing Home 

350 S Cedarbrook Rd.  

Rm #614A 

Allentown, PA 18104 
 

Marion Engelmann 

Meadow Glen at Phoebe 

108 S. Main St., Apt. 130 

Richlandtown, PA 18955 
 

Helen Poust 

200 S 9th Street 

Cottage #7 

Perkasie, PA 18944 

Winter: 4596 CR#305 

Lake Panasoffkee, FL 33538 
 

Jean Scholl 

2301 North Fifth Street 

Perkasie, PA 18944 
 

Gloria Shannon 

Rm 57, 108 S. Main St. 

Richlandtown, PA 18955 
 

Marlene Shilling 

The Birches 

691 Main Street, Room 28 

Harleysville, PA 19438 
 

Shirley Slozer     

Hidden Meadows on the Ridge 

The Laurels Room D1A 

340 Farmers Lane 

Sellersville, PA 18960 
 

Luke Stever 

Meadow Glen at Phoebe 

Richland 

108 S. Main St. Apt. #122 

Richlandtown, PA 18955 
 

Paul & Lola Stever 

12 Lutheran Home Drive 

Room 412 

Telford, PA 18969 

 



This Month at a Glance …. 
 

DATES GREETERS ACOLYTES CRUCIFERS LECTORS ASSISTING MINISTERS 

2/3/19 Judy Hamilton Bree Gerth Maddy Gerth Holly Grace Chip Kramer 

2/10/19 Dianne & 
Courtney 
Steiner 

Lili Beck Courtney 
Steiner 

Dick Burkett Mike Cygan 

2/17/19 Nancy Grace NEW SPIRIT SERVICE 

2/24/19 Bob & Janice 
Propsner 

Toby Clark Sophia Stassi Lance Beck Jan Abate 

      

ALTER 
GUILD 

Deb Beck & Cheryl Saint-Pol FEBRUARY 
HEAD USHER 

Bruce Bachman 

PARISH NURSE/Blood Pressure Screenings Dianne Steiner 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Peace’s Ultimate Pals (PUPs) will meet on Saturday, February 
16th from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m in the fellowship hall. Kids in grades 1-
5 are welcome to join us for a Dominos cheese pizza dinner and 
Valentine themed event. We will be making Valentine’s Day cards 
for Peace’s shut-ins and, enjoy a fun surprise when the cards are 
finished. Contact Deb Beck via e-mail at damlcb@verizon.net to 
save your spot! 
 
 

 

Save The Date!  PEACE Blood Mobile 
February 13th from 2:00 – 7:00 pm 

Please call Wanda Renshaw at 215-249-0476 
to schedule a donation appointment 

or if you have any questions. 
 

 
There will be a Girl Scout Cookie Booth 
available in the narthex after both 
worship services on 2/3, 2/17 and 3/3. 
Please support your Peace Girl Scouts 
(Lili Beck, Ella Powell, Alex Souder, 
Sophia Stassi, & Makenzie Wilfong) & 
enjoy some cookies too! Thank You! 

 
 

  

  

 

Did You Know??? 
 

February 10th  is Boy Scout Sunday!  Let us honor our PEACE 
members, who are also boy scouts & cub scouts  

with our blessings & please thank a scout  
for all he does for our community! 

 

 
   



A Heartfelt Thank You … 

The Outreach Team would like to thank everyone who 

came out on January 14 to support the fundraiser at The 

Perk.  10% of the dine-in sales from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

were donated to our cause.  With the money earned from 

the 50/50 drawing (The winner gave his winnings back to 

our fundraiser!), our total was $453.00! and will be mailed 

to Lutheran Disaster Response; 100% of the money will aid 

the victims of the 2018 Hurricanes. 

We would also like to thank the congregation of PEACE for 

the generous donations to A Woman's Place made during 

the month of January. We have collected so many 

wonderful items to share with our local community. A 

Woman’s Place is always in need of donations; please refer 

to their website at www.awomansplace.org for more 

information. 

Peace Painting Party! 
Please join the Property Committee in painting 

our Fellowship Hall on Saturday, February 9th, 

9 am – Noon to lend a hand, literally! 

Contact Mike Cygan for details at 

michaeltcygan13@gmail.com 

 

PEACE Wants YOU! & Your Talents 
PEACE is in need of Greeters for both worship services 

and Altar Guild members. If you are interested in 

serving in either capacity, please contact 

Elva or Judy to learn more. 
 

Altar Guild – Elva Groff – pennridge45@yahoo.com 
 

Greeters – Judy Hamilton – jhamilton5988@gmail.com 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT 

DIRECTOR NEEDED 
The Faith & Fellowship Committee is looking for one or two 

people to share in the leadership of the morning Sunday 

school classes, order classroom materials, organize the 

popular Peace Meals and find & direct special activities for 

youth fellowship. 

This role also leads learning & service opportunities for 

Earth Day, Christmas and other Sunday school celebrations. 

Please prayerfully consider volunteering to help the 

children of Peace “grow in faith”.  For more info, Contact 

Pastor Heckman or Dottie Ritter. 

 

Please Give a warm welcome to … 

Pastor Sue Sosnin, who will be joining us on 

February 3rd for worship services, filling in 

for Pastor Heckman. Sue is a retired ELCA 

pastor living in the countryside of Upper 

Hanover Township with her daughter and 

french bulldog. She sings with a group in 

Boyertown, loves to cook, and enjoys meeting 

friends for lunch. 

 

 

ATTENTION SENIORS AGE 55+ 
A “New Lunch Bunch” is 

Forming! Join us for our first 
meeting on March 6, 2019, at 

1:00 pm following the ASH 
Wednesday worship service. 

Bring a dish to share & ideas for 
activities you’d like to partake in. 
Anyone 55 and over is welcome. 

Bring a friend! 
Questions? Contact Grace Lloyd 

at 610-972-3172 or 
gracelloyd@yahoo.com 

 

 

2019 Budget Question & Answer Opportunity 
 

The Finance Committee will be available on Sunday, 

February 3, 2019 in the back of the sanctuary 

between the two worship services (approx.  9:00 am) 

to go over any budget concerns or questions you may 

have. 

This is also an opportunity for you to voice your 

opinion about where Peace may be able to save $$$. 

 

Call the Church Office When … 

 A member becomes hospitalized or shut-in,  

 A member needs prayer, is having a baby, 

getting married or moving. 

 You have spiritual questions to explore. 

 You are curious about God’s call to you. 

Church Office: 215-257-3294 

Pastor Heckman: 

267-664-3160 

http://awomansplace.org/


THE 2019 ENVELOPES 

ARE AVAILABLE 

Please pick up your envelopes 

from the 

table in the Narthex. 
 

A Few Notes from New Members … 
 

“Dear Members of Peace, 

Thank you for the warm welcome and 

reception on the 30th, . It was very kind of 

everyone to contribute so many delicious 

treats. We are thankful to be joining such a 

kind congregation and are very much looking 

forward to all that entails. 

Sincerely, The McKenzie Family” 

 

 

“What is church? To me, it is a congregation of 

good-willed people who come together to praise 

God, and sometimes they even use words. I 

have seen you build a ramp; I have seen you 

gather funds for a water well; I have seen you 

drive students to class; I have seen you bring 

food for the pantry and sleep out for the 

homeless; I have seen you donate gifts for the 

kids and your time to the elders. 

 

As I have always told my kids: You don’t need 

to be proven right, but you need to be known as 

kind. You don’t need to be forceful, you just 

need to be effective. You have to have goodwill 

towards others, and not just the ones who 

agree and who praise you, but especially, those 

who do not. I have seen you be kind and loving 

and full of goodwill. By my own definition, I 

have always been a member of this church. 

Today (December 30, 2019), it is my honor to 

become a member of this congregation.” 

--Alexa Gorowska Muhlig 

 
Stay Sweet !!! 

Wishing you all a 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 

(February 14, 2019) 
 

 

Our Mission @ Peace: 
 

Trusting in God's love, we grow in faith, 
celebrate His Word, care for His gifts, 

and serve others. 
 

 


