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A Letter from Our Senior Pastor
Larry Kassebaum

“A Great Perspective on Death/Parting”
It was just before the Passover Festival.
Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were
in the world, he loved them to the end. John 13:1
By the time you read this newsletter, you should have
already heard that I have announced my upcoming
retirement. I can’t know for sure how you feel about that
news, but I can say that from my perspective, leaving feels
a lot like the death of a loved one. At a time like this, I
believe it was God’s Holy Spirit that prompted me to
remember one of the best lessons on grieving I have ever
heard. The words that come to mind are from one of my
favorite Christian authors, C.S. Lewis, who comforted one
of his friends when that friend lost his beloved wife. Lewis
said, “all relationships will one day end and it is far better
to die “in love” than it is for love “to die.”
Hopefully, you can see the connection between these
words of C.S. Lewis and the words of Jesus after He had
washed the feet of His disciples. Note that He says, “the
time has come for me to depart,” that doesn’t mean He
loved them any less. He wanted His disciples to know that
He would love them to the end even if they were no longer
physically together.
(Continued on next page)

WHAT’S NEXT?
FOCUS GROUP SIGN-UPS

NL Moore and Associates will be on-site the weekend of
January 15-17 to conduct focus groups in relation to Pastor
Kassebaum’s transition. We value your feedback as a congregation. Call
the office at 480-830-5024 to sign up or go to VictoryLutheran.com.

Fri, Jan. 15 @ 3pm / Sat, Jan. 16 @ 2:30pm & 5pm
Sun, Jan. 17 @ 9am
5946 E. University Drive, Mesa, AZ 85205
480-830-5024 / Daily Hope Line 480-588-2980
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs, 8am-4pm
VictoryLutheran.com

Larry Kassebaum, Senior Pastor
Steve Lien, Pastor of Growth Ministries
Floyd Anderson, Visitation Pastor
Jeremy Walloch, Crismon Campus Pastor

WINTER WORSHIP
SCHEDULE
SAT 4PM
SUN 8, 9:30 & 11AM
We are adding an 11am
service on Sundays
January-Easter

WORSHIP WITH US:
Saturday 4:00pm
Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:00am
Sunday 10:30am Crismon Campus

(Continued from cover page)

So, I want anyone who might read this to know that
like Jesus, my love for this congregation and all of
you has not changed. I also want to make clear,
that unlike Jesus, I don’t plan on washing anyone’s
feet. Just saying!!! But like Jesus, I also know that
the hour/time has come for me to leave my
position as your pastor. It’s hard to leave this great
congregation, but it would be way harder for me to
leave if things weren’t going so well. I’ve enjoyed
my work so much and for so long, now I’m finding
I’m getting excited about finally being a full-time
father and grandfather. I could have added full-time
husband, but Judy has said she doesn’t want me
messing up her routine at home.
Every moment we can share together over the next
few months will be extra special because we know
those days are not without number. My hopes for
each of you and this congregation are no different
than what I wanted for my kids as we parted so
they could go off to college and start their own
careers and families. You might think what I’m
going to say next came from Spock and Star Trek,
but actually it is an abbreviated version of an
ancient Jewish blessing, “Live Long and Prosper.”
Grace & Peace —

PR. KASSEBAUM’S BIBLE STUDY

SOME RACES GET DELAYED
NEW DATE! BEGINS FEBRUARY 24, 10AM
Previously it was announced that Pastor
Kassebaum’s Bible Study was to begin Monday,
January 4th with a focus on the theme “Run the
Race.” However, due to the rise in the number of
COVID cases right now, it didn’t seem prudent to
try and host any kind of large gathering in addition
to worship each week. At first, Pastor Kassebaum
considered canceling the class because postponing
it would overlap with the season of Lent and Lenten
services. That would mean we could conceivably be
hosting three larger events each week. That option
did not seem appropriate either.
Since the topic and content of class deals with
making wise choices and finishing our lives well, we
thought it would be a great opportunity to make
use of Pastor Kassebaum's teaching skill as he
concludes his time at Victory. We are now planning
to start on the Wednesday after Ash Wednesday,
February 24th. More
information to come in the
February newsletter, but
current plans are to offer six
sessions, starting at 10am
each week.

NEW SERMON SERIES: “PIERCING THE DARKNESS”

If you’ve ever witnessed the power and energy of a lightning flash that can turn even night into day (even if
for a brief moment), you have seen a preview of the Kingdom of God that is revealed in and through
Jesus. His life and ministry left people with the same reaction of “ooohs” and “aaahs” that we use to
describe a lightning storm. What we’ll look at during these six weeks are accounts from the Gospel of
Matthew of how Jesus’ life and ministry “pierced” the darkness of His day and showed us how His Word
and Spirit can pierce the darkness in our lives and our world as well.
January 2/3
January 9/10
January 16/17
January 23/24
January 30/31
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“Time to Believe and Live Again”
John 11:1-6, 17, 38-39, 43-44
“Say No to Say Yes”
Matthew 4:1-11
“One Person (and some friends) Can Change the World” Matthew 4:18-22
“Evidence that Demands a Verdict”
Matthew 4:2-35
“Change How You Keep Score”
Matthew 5:1-12

HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE | JANUARY 13 & 27 @ 4:00PM
This month we will hold two Communion Services that will be dedicated to
confession and communion. We will NOT be including communion at our
weekend services. No reservations needed.

WELCOME
Alisson Unglaub
Communications Assistant

Victory welcomes our newest
member to staff. Alisson
Unglaub is a Brazilian violinist
currently completing the
degree of Doctor in Musical
Arts in Violin Performance at
ASU. He has worked in many
different musical areas both in Brazil and US
collaborating with orchestras as violinist, soloist, and
concertmaster, teaching violin and viola, directing
choirs, producing arrangements, and working as music
minister. Mr. Unglaub is also the recipient of many
grants, scholarships, and assistantships both in Brazil
and United States, including the Special Talent Award
from ASU where he served as a violin Teaching
Assistant.
Furthermore, his passion for Christian ministry led him
to found the Arcada String Quartet, a professional
string quartet that, in addition to have highly
accomplished musicians performing works from the
classical repertoire, have also the goal of performing
high-class arrangements of hymns and Christian music,
ministering the Word of God through instrumental
music. Through this ministry, Mr. Unglaub has gained a
solid knowledge and experience with social media
management, video and audio editing, and content
creation. This enabled him to join the Victory Lutheran
Church staff to help spreading the Word of God,
which he has enjoyed greatly.

VICTORY QUILTERS
JANUARY 19 & 20, 8:30AM
The Quilters are back in action this month! If you can
tie a knot, cut out a square with either scissors or a
rotary cutter, have any basic or advanced knowledge
of quilting, we can use your help. We make very basic
quilts from squares and they are donated to those
who need them.
Questions? Call Cindy Hilsabeck at 480-924-8118
VLCW CIRCLES MEETING
TUESDAY, JANUARY 12, 9:30AM
All Circles willl meet the second Tuesday of each
month in the Fellowship Hall. We are studying Fruit of
the Spirit. You may purchase a copy for $8.00 in the
front office. If you are unable to attend “All Circles”
meeting at church, you may view online by requesting
to be added to our VLCW email list. Send your
request to Kathy at kmichel@victorylutheran.com.

UPCOMING
Victory Lutheran Foundation
Grant Application Period:
January 1-31, 2021
Twice a year the Victory Lutheran
Foundation Board invites Grant Requests
by Victory’s members and/or groups for
activities and events that will create new
ministry and or enhance existing ministry.
The Foundation has a long history of
helping individuals and groups further the
programs, purposes and mission of
Victory Lutheran through the funds
entrusted to the Foundation through
special gifts, wills and estates.
If you, or a group you are a part of sense
God’s Spirit is calling you to start a new
ministry or add a significant enhancement
to an existing ministry, the Foundation
would encourage you to submit a grant
request. Outreach events, service projects
and Christian Education programs are also
welcomed. You can stop by the church
office and pick up a Grant Request Form
or access it online at VictoryLutheran.com.
Click on the “What’s Happening” Link and
scroll down to Grant Application.
Grant applications for this grant period are
open until noon on January 31, 2021. If
you have any questions or would like to
make a donation to the Foundation,
please call Kathy Michel at 480-830-5024,
xt. 13.
“The purpose of the Foundation is to further
and enhance the principles, programs,
purposes and mission of Victory Lutheran
Church by encouraging Biblical stewardship
through lasting contributions
of gifts and bequests.”
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JANUARY
SUNDAY

MONDAY

DRIVE-IN WORSHIP

VICTORY’S NEWSLETTER
Most of Victory’s
congregation receives this
Newsletter via email.
However, if you would like a
hard copy mailed to your
home contact Kathy Michel
at 480-830-5024 or email
kmichel@victorylutheran.com

Available at all services
Tune to 105.3FM

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
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In-Person/Drive-In
4
8am Worship, WSC
9-11:30am Food Bank
9:30am Worship, WSC
10:00am - Un-decorate Church
10:30am Worship @ Crismon Campus
11am Worship, WSC

5
7pm AA Men’s Meeting, FS

6
9-11:30am Food Bank
9:30am VLCW Board Meeting, FS
12:30pm Alanon, C4
8pm - AA Meeting, FS

10
In-Person/Drive-In
11
8am Worship, WSC
9-11:30am Food Bank
9:30am Worship, WSC
10:30am Worship @ Crismon Campus
11am Worship, WSC

12
7pm AA Men’s Meeting, FS
9:30am All Circles, FH

13
9-11:30am Food Bank
12:30pm Alanon, Rm. 23 & FS
4pm Communion Service
8pm - AA Meeting, FS

VLCW

17
In-Person/Drive-In
18
8am Worship, WSC
9-11:30am Food Bank
9am FOCUS GROUP
9:30am Worship, WSC
10:30am Worship @ Crismon Campus
11am Worship, WSC

19
8:30am Quilters
2pm Council Meeting, B7
7pm AA Men’s Meeting, FS

20
8:30am Quilters
9-11:30am Food Bank
12:30pm Alanon, Rm. 23 & FS
8pm - AA Meeting, FS

26
7pm AA Men’s Meeting, FS

27
9-11:30am Food Bank
12:30pm Alanon, Rm. 23 & FS
4pm Communion Service
8pm - AA Meeting, FS

Newsletter Deadline
24/31 In-Person/Drive-In
25
BLESSING OF THE QUILTS 1/24 9-11:30am Food Bank
8am Worship, WSC
9:30am Worship, WSC
10:30am Worship @ Crismon Campus
11am Worship, WSC
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Office Hours: Mon-Thurs, 8am-4pm | 480-830-5024 | VictoryLutheran.com
THURSDAY

FRIDAY
1
OFFICE CLOSED

SATURDAY
2
4pm Worship, WSC
In-Person/Drive-In

WAYS TO GIVE
ONLINE

VictoryLutheran.com

TEXT2GIVE

text “GIVE” and the
amount to
888-897-5573
ex. GIVE50

DROP OFF

7
11am Al-Anon Meeting, C4
2pm Prayer Team, PC

8
OFFICE CLOSED

9
4pm Worship, WSC
In-Person/Drive-In

Our office is open
M-Th, 8am-4pm

BY MAIL

5946 E. University Dr.
Mesa, AZ 85205

INVITATION
TO PRAY
Thursdays @
2:00pm
14
11am Al-Anon Meeting, C4
2pm Prayer Team, PC
4pm I-HELP, C4

15

16

3pm FOCUS GROUP

2:30pm FOCUS GROUP
4pm Worship, WSC
In-Person/Drive-In
5pm FOCUS GROUP

The Prayer Chapel is
open every Thursday at
2:00pm for anyone
wishing to come
and pray. Prayer is one
of the most important
tools we have!

ONLINE WORSHIP
Call 480-830-5024
21
11am Al-Anon Meeting, C4
2pm Prayer Team, PC

22
OFFICE CLOSED

23
BLESSING OF THE QUILTS
4pm Worship, WSC
In-Person/Drive-In

Did you know our
sermons are available to
watch online 24/7?
If you have missed any
of the series you may
view them at your
convenience on our
website at
VictoryLutheran.com

COMMUNION
is oﬀered January 13
& 27 at our 4pm
Communion Service
28
11am Al-Anon Meeting, C4
2pm Prayer Team, PC
4pm I-HELP, C4

29
OFFICE CLOSED

30
4pm Worship, WSC
In-Person/Drive-In

CH = Chapel
CY = Courtyard
FH = Fellowship Hall
FS = Fireside Room
LB = Lobby
LR = Luther Room
PC = Prayer Chapel
WC = Welcome Center
WSC = Worship Center
C4 = Community Room
(formerly Rm. 23)

5

Alone With Him
by Pastor Jeremy Walloch

VICTORYCRISMON.COM
SUNDAYS @ 10:30AM

Sometimes it is nice to be alone — to get away from noise and expectations, to
hear the refrigerator run, to put your feet up on the furniture, and to exhale.
Other times being alone feels lonely, especially when unable to gather with
others.
In scripture God makes it clear that we are actually never alone:
• “For the Lord your God is a merciful God. He will not leave you.” (Deuteronomy 4:31)
• “The Lord your God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you.” (Deuteronomy 31:6)
• “The Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9)
• “Fear not, for I am with you.” (Isaiah 41:10)
• “I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)
• “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.” (John 14:18)
Simply put, even when we look alone, even when we seem
alone, and even when we feel alone, we are not actually alone.
Amidst this pandemic, when disappointment, despair, and
loneliness are at an all-time high, we need to remember that
even when family and friends are far, God is near.
So instead of leaving the news on just to hear someone else’s
voice, or playing music to fill the otherwise-silent air, what if
instead we actually talked to the other Person in the room?
It would be weird to have a roommate and only speak with them one hour a week. Instead, talk with
God, right now, openly share with Him where you are right now, and wait in silence for Him to speak to
you. For even when you feel alone, you are actually alone with Him, and the challenges ahead of you
do not compare to the power of the One beside you.

CRISMON CAMPUS UPDATE
• Had a great Christmas Eve Service outdoors
• Worshipping in-person Sundays at 10:30am
(with masks) and online at
VictoryCrismon.com
• Reached 2,411 people on Facebook in
December
• Prepping for a 401 course, Marriage
Course, and Alpha Course for when it is safe
to do so
• Pastor Jeremy is helping out at the Recker
Campus as needed
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FAMILY PROMISE HOST WEEK | JANUARY 31 - FEBRUARY 7, 2021

Building Communities, Strengthening Lives
Once again, we will be using online grocery ordering and curbside pickup to purchase food we need to
supplement our menus as well as food our families need for breakfasts and lunches. Financial donations are
always appreciated and can be given to Victory and marked for Family Promise. familypromiseaz.org
WATCH FOR WAYS TO HELP OUT JANUARY 16&17
QUESTIONS? Contact Bonnie at 847-826-7674
Christmas Concert
December 6
Thank you for your
attendance and your
donations of over $5,000
supporting the children’s
ministry of Orchard: Africa.
Thank your for your
outstanding performance…
Steve Lien, vocal
Kara Holton, vocal
Kristin Holton Prouty, organ
Ted Groat, piano
Alisson Unglaub, violin
Jennifer Son, cello
Watch online on Victory’s
YouTube Channel
“The Gift Concert”
https://youtu.be/7dnimn0t5SM
The effects of poverty in Southern Africa have multiplied this past year. Severe lockdowns
have left thousands of families with no means to feed their children or themselves.
www.orchardafrica.org

Dr. Randy Christensen
“Helping the Hidden
Homeless”
December 12
Dr. Randy shared many
touching stories over the
years of providing health-care
services to homeless and atrisk. He also brought the
Crews’n Bus Clinic we were
able to tour.
Thank you to VLCW for
sponsoring this event and to
Shirley Vosseteig for
recruiting Dr. Randy to speak.
2021 VLCW Executive Board
Sharon Scott, President
Bethie Smith, Vice President
Gayle Schmidt, Secretary
Diane Lano, Treasurer

VICTORY LUTHERAN CHURCH
5946 E. University Drive
Mesa, AZ 85205

Christmas Eve
1, 3, 5, 7 & *10pm
*with communion

Christmas Day | 10am

SUBSCRIBE
DAILY HOPE & BIBLE VERSE

WORSHIP WITH US!
IN-PERSON

Subscribe to receive
8am Daily Bible Verse
10am Inspirational Message (Mon-Sat)
Simply text the word
VICTORY to 888-897-5573

SAT 4pm & SUN 8, 9:30, 11am

If you do not have access to the internet or are
unable to receive text messages you may call to
listen on our pre-recorded phone line at

VictoryLutheran.com

480-588-2980

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Scan the QR codes with your phone
and subscribe to our pages!
VictoryLutheranMesa

DRIVE-IN
105.3FM Radio

ONLINE
FACEBOOK
@ VictoryLutheranChurchMesa

